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Advisory Board SPOTLIGHT

Rick Derrer, BORA Chairman
A born and bred Miami native, 

Rick Derrer longed for the 
chance to give back to the commu-
nity that had raised him.  When the 
Board of Rules and Appeals (BORA) 
announced an open position for a 
General Contractor, he knew he had 
found the opportunity he was wait-
ing for to contribute.

“By working directly with the Build-
ing Officials of the various munici-
palities of Miami-Dade County on appeal items, I 
have been able to expand my knowledge as a Gen-
eral Contractor and add my years of expertise to 
important building decisions,” says Derrer.

Derrer was appointed to BORA by District 4 
Commissioner Sally Heyman and has served for 
seven years, working three of those years as the 
Chairman of the Board.

Derrer currently works as the President and 
CEO of James A. Cummings, Inc., a company 
of General Contractors that focuses on large-scale 
government and institutional projects throughout 
the state of Florida.  “Some of our company’s most 
notable projects include the tennis center at Key 
Biscayne (formerly Lipton Tennis Stadium); three 
Metrorail stations; numerous concourses, as well as 
the Sky Ride, at Miami International Airport; and 

the rental car center and parking garage 
at the Ft Lauderdale-Hollywood Inter-
national Airport,” says Derrer.

When asked about his opinion on 
the most significant recent change 
in the South Florida construction 
industry, Derrer cites the current 
downturn of the economy.  “The re-
cession we are going through has cost 
the industry a substantial number 
of construction projects and count-

less jobs.”  Derrer contends that, “we are cur-
rently experiencing unemployment in excess of 
20%.”  In his estimation, these are trying times 
that only the best positioned companies in the 
industry will be able to survive.

According to Derrer, one of the most excit-
ing things about serving on the BORA board is 
having the ability to uphold, overturn or affect a 
compromise on decisions made by the Building 
Officials throughout the County.  “By listening 
carefully to the arguments of both sides,” indicates 
Derrer, “the Board members are able to make a 
ruling on the case before us.”

Overall, Derrer describes the BORA process 
as a very interesting one that addresses appeals 
in the most professional, complete and balanced 
manner by all members of the Board.

M ake sure your roofing contractor 
abides by local building codes 

and replaces damaged sheathing, under-
layment, and flashing. These materials 
will protect your home even more than 
the shingles. Also, be on the lookout for 
mold on the roof sheathing.

The type of roofing you choose can 
have a serious impact on your health and 
on the environment. Slope roofing ma-
terials, such as asphalt-based rolled roof-
ing and shingles, will offgas toxins when 
heated by the sun. Flat roofing materials, 
such as tar and gravel, will continually 
offgas when heated by the sun, emitting 
known carcinogens such as Volatile Or-
ganic Compounds (VOC) from asphalt, 
including benzene, polynuclear aromat-
ics, toluene and xylene. Although roofing 
materials are located outside the living 
space, odors can enter the home through 
doors, windows and vents. 78% of total 
annual roofing dollars spent in the US 
is spent on re-roofing. Re-roofing is not 
only expensive, but it sends used roofing 
materials to landfills, where the pollut-
ing contents continue to offgas and leach 
into the soil and groundwater. Unfortu-
nately, re-roofing your house is often a 

necessity.  But a new roof with good air 
sealing, insulation, and ventilation will 
save energy and make your house more 
comfortable. Many unhealthy and persis-
tent mold and mildew infestations began 
with an undetected roof leak. No type of 
roofing installation is foolproof, but the 
use of high quality roofing materials and 
skilled installers will reduce the risk of 
leakage.  Here are some tips to help guide 
your roofing decisions:

Consider the System  
as a Whole
In new construction, choice of roofing 
materials should be integral with other 
decisions about the building. The roof is 

your main defense against water leakage in 
your house. Early in the decision-making 
process, figure out your roofing and how 
it will integrate with the rest of the house.

Calculate How Much 
Roofing You'll Need
Roofs are measured in 100-square-foot 
areas, or "squares". Three bundles of 
three-tab shingles typically equal one 
square: laminates come in four bundles 
per square.  It's a good idea to calculate 
beforehand how much roofing material 
you'll need so that you'll have an easier 
time comparing bid from contractors.   
To calculate:

1. Multiply the overall length and 
width of each roof section to determine 
its area

2. Add 10% to allow for waste, and 
then divide by 100 to determine how 
many squares you'll need

If the roof is new or you're having 
the old shingles removed, you'll need 
an underlayment (roofing felt) to create 
a moisture barrier for the wood sheath-
ing  and rafters underneath. You may also 
have to install an "ice-and-water shield" 
along with the eaves and valleys where 
two wings of the roof intersect.  New drip 
edges and metal flashing are often needed 
around pipes, chimneys, and the like.

Avoid Adhesives
Adhesives used in roofing applications 
can emit harmful VOCs. They are es-
pecially toxic during application and 
curing (drying) periods. Water-based 
adhesives are better because they only 
release water vapor as they dry, but 
they are not necessarily 100% safe. Use 
mechanical fastening, a range of pro-
cesses that utilizes a variety of fasteners 
including nails, nuts and bolts, screws, 
and rivets to assemble materials with-
out heating or adhesives.  

Provide a Light-colored or 
Reflective Roof
Dark roofing materials absorb heat and 
make the house warmer in the summer, 
whereas light-colored roofing reflects 

heat away from the building. Consider 
the following:
• �Reflective roofs help reduce the "heat 

island effect", a phenomena in which 
heat-absorbing buildings can increase 
the outside air temperature in urban 
areas by two to eight degrees Fahren-
heit. Unless the building has a highly 
insulated roof, it is generally advisable 
to provide a reflective roof surface. 

• �Light-colored roofing also reduces heat 
buildup through the roof. It may also 
last longer because it does not ther-
mally expand and contract as much as 
darker colors. 

Install Radiant Barriers
Reflect heat away from your home 
by installing a radiant barrier on the 
underside of your roof. A radiant bar-
rier is simply a sheet of aluminum foil 
with paper backing, or metalized Mylar 
sheet material. When installed correctly, 
a radiant barrier can reduce heat gains 
through your ceiling by about 95%. .  
You can install radiant barriers by sta-
pling them to the attic rafters - do not 
staple them to attic floor joists where 
dust collects on them more quickly.   

Source www.greenbuilding.com

The following meetings are held in 
the Metro Dade Flagler Building, 
140 West Flagler St., 16th Floor in 
Conference Room 1605. Should 
you need any information on these 
boards, please call (305) 375-2901.

Board of Rules and 
Appeals (BORA)
October 21, 2010
1pm—5 pm

Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board 
(CTQB) Division A
October 27, 2010
9am—noon

Construction Trades 
Qualifying Board 
(CTQB) Division B
October 5, 2010
10am—1pm 

Unsafe Structures 
Board (USSB)
October 13, 2010
1pm—5pm

October 
MEeting dates

BV-SFICOC-US003156-1

Roofing: An Overview of What's Overhead  
Green Building Roofing Best Practices

October 2–5, 2010 
2010 NECA Show at Boston 
Convention & Exposition Center
415 Summer Street Boston, MA
The 2010 NECA Convention and Trade Show features 
opportunities to discover new products and services, learn 
about best practices, network with your peers, boost your 
company's productivity, explore new markets, and enjoy the 
best of Boston. www.necaconvention.org

Rick Derrer

“The type of roofing you  

choose can have a serious 

impact on your health and  

on the environment.”
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The Board of Rules and Appeals (BORA) met July 
22, 2010.  The appeal of the Building Official’s decision 
in reference to the City of Miami Beach’s Breakwater/
Edison Hotel Spa regarding the swimming pool/bathing 
space was denied.  An appeal of the Building Official de-
cision of the City of Coral Gables in reference to open-
ing protectives was granted.  The appeal of the Building 
Official of Unincorporated Miami-Dade in reference to a 
roof slope was withdrawn by the appellant.  The request 
for TCO extensions for the Miami International Airport 
project was granted 90 days. The Certification Subcom-
mittee Report was accepted for certification of Building 
Officials, Plans Examiners and Inspectors for July 2010.

The Unsafe Structures Board (USSB) met on July 14, 
2010. For Unincorporated Miami-Dade County, the 
Board declared that eleven properties be repaired and 
one be demolished.  Two cases were withdrawn. In the 
City of Miami, five cases were deferred and one was 
withdrawn. In the City of South Miami, the Board 
determined that six properties be demolished and one 
case was withdrawn.  In the City of Coral Gables, one 
property was ordered repaired and two cases were with-
drawn. The Board determined that two properties be 
demolished in the City of Miami Springs.

The Construction Trades Qualifying Board Divi-
sion A (CTQB-A) met July 28, 2010.  There were Two 
Formal Hearings.  The Board approved 87 New Cer-
tification file reviews and denied four New Certifica-
tions file reviews.  The Board approved eight Change 
of Affiliations file reviews and denied one Change of 
Affiliations file review. The Board approved five Inac-
tive Status application.   

The Construction Trades Qualifying Board Division 
B (CTQB-B) met July 13, 2010. Five New Certifica-
tions were approved while two were denied. The Board 
approved two Change of Affiliations while denying an-
other one.  In addition, one Request for Late Renewal 
of Personal Certification was approved as well as another 
Request for Late Renewal of Personal and Business Cer-
tification.   The CTQB-B Board approved thirteen Jour-
neyman Exam Applicants and denied two applicants.  
The Board also approved nine Master Exam Applicants 
while denying four.  Two Reciprocity Applicants for Per-
sonal Certification were approved as well at the hearing. 
Formal Hearing conducted a penalty phase, with the 
Contractor requesting an extension of time/granted.  In 
regards to the approval of Continuing Education, there 
were two Sponsorship Renewals, three Course Renewals 
and three New Courses accepted. 

Advisory boards 

recap
Can Retrofits Help Wean  
Us from Oil?  
By Lane Burt

R emember the summer of 2008?  There was a gas price spike that 
made some question our lack of coherent national energy pol-

icy but caused others to double down and chant “Drill Baby Drill”?  
About that time, we took a look at all the oil said to be under the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) in comparison to the amount of 
oil that could remain unburned in the surprising number of homes 
across the country that use some form of oil as a primary heating 
source (over 14 million!) in a fact sheet.  The conclusions were what 
you might expect – efficiency is faster and cheaper and doesn’t need-
lessly risk the economy of the gulf coast states. 

The Institute for Market Transformation (IMT) has updated 
that analysis and we have jointly re-released the fact sheet "Reduc-
ing the Need for U.S. Drilling Through Energy Efficiency" and 
the re-crunched numbers still tell the same story: drilling is at best 
an idiotic distraction from our current economic 
situation.  There is no rational basis for pursuing 
dangerous drilling while so much of the energy 
we use in our homes continues to literally leak 
out with no benefit.  If you are after jobs, en-
ergy security, consumer savings, or more do-
mestic manufacturing, then you want retrofits 
not a continuation of the policies that brought 
us record oil company profits.  A few highlights 
from the fact sheet,
• �Retrofitting just American homes that use some form of oil as a 

primary heat source over the same period would save oil at the 
rate of two Deepwater Horizon spills every month.

• �BP’s total cleanup costs in the Gulf are likely to exceed $20 bil-
lion, according to estimates issued this summer. If that money 
was used to retrofit existing homes, we could slash the energy 
bills of every single home in the Gulf states of Louisiana and 
Mississippi by at least 25 percent.

• �The amount of money that BP has already spent to respond to 
the oil spill could have been used to retrofit 650,000 homes.  
That’s nearly $4 billion that could have been spent on U.S. 
made insulation, air conditioners, furnaces, water heaters, 
and other products and the labor to install them.

Energy Savvy also came to the same conclusion in June, and pro-
duced a diagram that is certainly worth 1,000 words. The com-
parison is relevant today, as the Senate considers the most recent 
version of the oil “Spill Bill” which contains the bi-partisan Home 
Star retrofit program that NRDC and our fellow members of the 
Home Star Coalition have worked so hard to move this far.  It’s 
certainly not the comprehensive legislation we need to deal with 
our carbon and inefficiency problem, but baby steps are better 
than quitting the race and running away in tears.  There is no 
excuse for not doing this. 

Top 5 Sites for  
Do-It-Yourself 
Projects   
By Blythe Copeland

G et handy with instructions that 
let you DIY anything from pet 

toys to patios.
You can find just about anything you 

can imagine (and some things you never have) on the inter-
net—which makes it that much harder to figure out where to 
go when you need to retile the bathroom, change your oil, or 
find a perfect birthday present. So it's only natural that you'd 
pay someone else to do those things for you—but no more. 
These five DIY websites can show you how to repair, knit, 
sew, reuse, redecorate, or renovate anything; in the process, 
you'll save a bundle of money and countless resources while 
preventing needless waste.

1. Instructables (www.instructables.com)
Instructables users upload step-by-step instructions for ev-
erything from solving a Rubik's cube (without moving the 
stickers) to packing a suitcase—but it's the reuse of unwant-
ed items and the make-your-own-anything instructions that 
keep the eco-minded occupied.

2. DIY Network (www.diynetwork.com)
DIY Network's detailed videos and instructions make home 
repair a cinch by making it easy to tackle wallpaper applica-
tion, drywall hanging, or kitchen remodeling. Easier proj-
ects—like hanging holiday decorations or learning to knit—
get the same treatment.

3. 5min (www.5min.com)
The staff at 5min started with a simple idea: that anything can 
be explained via video in five minutes. Polish your kitchen 
skills with the food videos, hula hoop your way to fitness, or 
save money on heating your home. All of these—and many of 
the other videos—help you save time, money, and resources.

4. Lifehacker (www.lifehacker.com)
Lifehacker is all about "getting things done"—and if you like 
getting things done with your own two hands, check out the 
site's list of projects that include links to how-tos on mak-
ing your own butter (hello, eating local), creating a postage 
scale with office supplies and spare change, and turning spare 
materials into electronics cases.

5. Gizmodo (www.gizmodo.com)
Lifehacker's more technologically-oriented brother, Gizmodo 
scratches the DIY itch for the geeks in your life, with instruc-
tions for building your own PC or making an iPhone charger 
out of a classic rotary phone. Bonus: having obsolete electron-
ics do double-duty cuts down on waste (and on buying new).

Source: www.planetgreen.discovery.com

Green Business Forecast Shows Strong Growth Ahead   
By John DaviesHow to Go Green: Laundry

E ver wondered how to get your whites 
greener?  Don't think of laundry as a 

mundane household chore -- think of it 
an opportunity to go green! Because by re-
ducing the amount of hot water you use, 
washing only full loads, and switching to 
eco-friendly detergents, you can make a 
huge dent in your environmental impact. 
(And save some money, too!)
Did you know?

■ �Between 75 and 80 percent of your clothing's lifecycle impact 
comes from washing and drying.

■ �The average household does almost 400 loads of laundry each 
year, consuming about 13,500 gallons of water.

■ An Energy Star-qualified clothes washer can save you $550 in 
operating costs over its lifetime.
■ 90 percent of all energy used by a washing machine goes to 
heating the water; only 10 percent is used to power the motor.
■ Using phosphate-free detergents will get your clothes just as 
clean, but is far gentler on the environment. 

Source: www.planetgreen.discovery.com

Upcoming Contractor Test Dates
The next date to obtain a Miami-Dade County Contractor  
license is Saturday, September 25, 2010 at  the UA Joint 

Apprentice Training Center, located at 13201 NW 45th Avenue, 
Opa Locka, Florida. 

The exams are administered by Gainesville Independent  
Testing Service, LLC (GITS, LLC). 

For more information on exam materials or to register after 
receiving CTQB Board Approval, call 1.800.997.2129.

Our most recent green economy survey 
shows signs of steady growth in corpo-

rate environmental initiatives, a level of opti-
mism that outstrips that of the overall recov-
ering economy, according to the semi-annual 
“Green and the Economy” survey conducted 
by our GreenBiz Intelligence unit.

The two best pieces of news: Hiring con-
tinues to increase and company environ-
mental budgets are growing.

Twice a year, we ask our 3,150-member 
GreenBiz Intelligence Panel for their views on 
key green economic indicators. Our most re-
cent survey, conducted in late June and early 
July, garnered 483 responses, with 43 percent 
from companies with revenues of more than 
$1 billion (which we define as “large com-
panies”). With four such surveys under our 
belts, we can now see clear trends in the green 
economy since the beginning of 2009.

Perhaps the biggest shift since our pre-
vious survey, in late 2009, is that the eco-
nomic downturn is no longer driving most 
large companies’ environmental strategy. 
For companies with over $1 billion in an-
nual revenue, the economic downturn has 
taken a backseat to growing customer re-
quirements as the principal driver of cor-
porate environmental strategy. For smaller 
firms, the economy still looms large.

Here’s what our most recent survey found:
The economy is no longer the green 

driver. A year ago, when we asked what was 
influencing companies most in terms of envi-
ronmental issues, the answer was clear: It’s the 
economy, stupid. Forty-eight percent of all 

businesses and 40 percent of large businesses 
cited the economic downturn as having the 
single biggest impact on their environmental 
strategy. Today, for large businesses, this is 
no longer the case: Only 20 percent cite the 
economy as driving their green agenda, while 
35 percent of large companies name custom-

er requirements as having the largest impact 
and 25 percent identify company leadership 
as being the main driver. 

Smaller firms are still seeing the effects of 
the economic downturn. Of those with rev-
enues under $1 billion, 47 percent still cite 
the economic downturn as having the great-
est impact on their company in terms of envi-
ronmental issues.

Spending continues its upward climb. At 
this point in 2009, only 63 percent of large 
companies said they would spend either the 
same or more than the previous year on envi-
ronmental, health, and safety initiatives. This 
year, 84 percent of large companies 
say they are doing so. And 70 per-
cent of companies with revenues 
under $1 billion report that their 
2010 spending will either remain 
steady or increase over 2009.

Hiring freezes continue to 
thaw. Large companies, in partic-
ular, are increasing headcount for 
environmental and sustainability 
roles. In early 2009, 27 percent 
of large companies reported hir-
ing freezes and only 8 percent 
planned to increase headcount 
for environmental departments. Today, only 
11 percent report hiring freezes and over 28 
percent plan to increase headcount, a ma-
jor swing. This also represents a significant 
increase from just six months ago, when 23 
percent of the large firms planned to increase 
headcount. The news isn’t quite as good for 
smaller firms: only 20 percent plan to hire 

for environmental and sustain-
ability roles in the short term.

Energy efficiency remains job 
one. Reducing energy use through 
efficiency measures continues to 
be the primary environmental ini-
tiative for companies of all sizes. 
Thirty-four percent of large com-
panies and 26 percent of smaller 
companies view energy reduction 
as their most important environ-
mental initiative. It was a slightly 
different story six months ago, 
when 23 percent of those surveyed 

identified their highest priority initiative to be 
increasing investments in green product de-
velopment while 22 percent cited energy ef-
ficiency. This shift doesn’t mark a decrease in 
green product investment, but rather a higher 
priority focus on cost savings.

Where large and smaller companies differ 

in terms of their key initiatives is their con-
cern about “keeping green on the agenda.” 
While only 18 percent of large companies 
are concerned about continuing their green 
initiatives, 30 percent of smaller companies 
are trying to make sure green stays on the 
agenda. That likely reflects the fact that en-
vironmental initiatives have made deeper 
inroads in larger companies, so are no lon-
ger seen as optional or expendable. Most 
smaller firms haven’t yet reached this point.

Investments in innovation continue to 
grow. One area that has remained steady 
over the past year and a half is the high level 

of investments in green product develop-
ment. Eighty-five percent of large companies 
report 2010 investments equal to or greater 
than last year’s, a number consistent for each 
of our previous surveys. This time, we also 
asked if companies have a formal strategy for 
product innovation. The result: 84 percent 
of large companies and 82 percent of smaller 
firms say they do. Those strategies are more 
prevalent among smaller firms. Sixty-nine 
percent of companies with revenues below 
$1 billion consider green as a key aspect of 
their innovation strategy, compared to 60 
percent of large companies.

We’ll be taking a deep dive into the in-
tersection of sustainability and innovation 
at our GreenBiz Innovation Forum, Octo-
ber 19-20 in San Francisco. For now, while 
the general economy may appear to stagger 
forward in fits and starts, our research shows 
a steady forward march in green innovation 
and investments.  Source: www.greenbiz.com

John Davies is vice president of GreenBiz Intel-
ligence, which provides independent and un-
biased research regarding green strategies and 
business operation, and leads the GreenBiz Ex-
ecutive Network, a member-based, peer-to-peer 
learning forum for sustainability professionals.

Twenty-four Special Master Appeals (SMA) were 
heard on July 20, 2010. The following are the results:
■ �Six were found guilty and required to pay the $510 fine
■ One became licensed and the ticket was dismissed
■ �Four asked for and were granted a continuance
■ �One was found not guilty
■ �One had their ticket dismissed

The meetings are held on the sixth floor of the Stephen P. Clark 
Building, 111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, FL 33128

SMA Hearingresults

closed in observance  
of Columbus day
Miami-Dade County, including  the Building  
Code Compliance Office, will be closed on  
Monday, October 11th for Columbus Day.


