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CLERK’S SUMMARY AND OFFICIAL MINUTES
MILITARY AFFAIRS BOARD
August 5, 2015

The Military Affairs Board (MAB) convened in a meeting on Wednesday, August 5, 2015
at 6:10 p.m. at the Fire Fighters Memorial Building, 8000 NW 21 Street, Doral, FL 33122.

The following voting Board members were present: Dr. Anthony Atwood; Town of Miami
Lakes Councilman Timothy Daubert; Mr. Thomas Davis; Ms. Diana Gonzalez; Mr. Sergei
Michael Kowalchik; Mr. Eduardo Lombard; Mr. Phil Lyons and Mr. Joseph Martory.

The following voting Board members were absent: Chairman Jose “Pepe’ Diaz; Mr. Alex
Acosta; Mr. Mario Alvarez; Mr. David Blake; Mr. Mark Blumstein; Ms. Rosa Brito; Mr.
Manuel Gonzalez; Mr. Kevin Humes; Mr. Charles Johnson; Retired Lieutenant (Lt.} Colonel
Jorge Sibila and Mr. Keith Whitbeck.

The following non-voting Board members were present: Ms. Leandra Padron for U.S.
Senator Marco Rubio; Colonel Elwin Rozyskie; Mr. Paul Russo; and Captain Peter Vach,
representing Lt. Commander Valerie A. Boyd.

The following non-voting Board members were absent: Ms. Glorianne Amor; Captain
Benjamin Davis; Colonel Lisa Garcia; Mr. Ed Haynes; Ms. Leandra McCommas; Officer Victor
Milian; City of Doral Vice Mayor Sandra Ruiz; Ms. Joanna Sandstrom; Gunnery Sergeant
Jeremiah Scott; Lt. Colonel Son Vo; and Ms. Debbie Zimmerman.

The following staff members were present: Mr. Gustavo Cruz, MAB Director; Assistant
County Attorney Miguel Gonzalez; and Deputy Clerk Alan Eisenberg.

In addition to the above, the following guests were present: Mr. Enrique Fernandez,
Colonial Group; Ms. Annette Hungler, Boy Scouts of America; Ms. Lisa Macias, Public
Information Officer, Miami-Dade Police Department; Ms. Donna Masson, Mlhtary Miami-Dade
and Detective Alvaro Zabaleta, Miami-Dade Police Department.

% Welcome

Mr. Gustavo Cruz, Military Affairs Board Director, called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.
and welcomed MAB members and guests to tonight’s (8/5) meeting. He noted Chairman
Jose “Pepe’ Diaz was out of town and unable to attend.

*+ Moment of Silence / Pledge of Allegiance

Mr. Cruz led the MAB in a moment of silence followed by Mr. Joseph Martory in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
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< Comments or presentations from the public
The floor was opened to public comment; however, no one appeared.
% Board Member Roundtable

Captain Peter Vach, U.S. Military Entrance Processing Station, announced that an Active
Shooter Exercise was scheduled on August 28, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at the Doral Corporate
Park. He noted the Doral Police Department, the Miami-Dade County Police Department
and the Federal Protective Services would be participating.

Ms. Diana Gonzalez, representing the Beacon Council, reported on a recent trip by Mr.
Mario Alvarez, Mr. Gustavo Cruz, Mr. Jonathan Bogert and herself to attend the Association
of Defense Conference in Washington, D.C. She noted local housing concerns for military
personnel were discussed with the Undersecretary of the Department of Army for
Privatization and a meeting was held with the Air Force Assistant Secretary for
Installations and Environment. Ms. Gonzalez said that local congressional office personnel
were provided an update on Military Miami-Dade County and local issues of concern.

Ms. Gonzalez indicated that this was her last MAB meeting as a Board Member, noting she
would begin new employment with Enterprise Florida, dealing with entrepreneurship and
innovation issues. She introduced Ms. Donna Masson as her Military Miami-Dade
replacement at the Beacon Council. Ms. Gonzalez said she agreed to participate on the MAB
as a non-member.

Detective Alvaro Gonzalez, Miami-Dade Police Department, announced that the upcoming
Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team would be returning to Miami on December 12
and 13, 2015 for a tournament against Florida International University at Tropical Park.
He pointed out that they were here for one week in 2012, raising $13,000 and that the
fundraising goal this year was $26,000. Detective Gonzalez asked the MAB to reach out in
order to leverage community resources to support this event, noting these soldiers
sacrifices were not forgotten by Miami-Dade County and they were great role models for
kids, showing that life without limbs was still limitless. He said that the team was arriving
on December 7, 2015 and an effort to convene a celebrity team game was being pursued.
The MAB was asked for their assistance in requesting an Honor Guard for this event.

Detective Gonzalez mentioned that an Honor Guard from Fort Benning was driving to
Miami for the burial of a Master Sergeant with full honors on Friday, noting they needed
somewhere to house their rifles and to sleep Thursday night. Ms. Gonzalez noted the
InterContinental at Doral Miami hotel was supportive of this organization and Mr. Bill
Talbert from the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau might be of assistance. Mr.
Cruz mentioned he would reach out to U.S. SOUTHCOM and City of Doral Vice Mayor
Sandra Ruiz for assistance.
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Colonel Elwin Rozyskie, U.S. Air Force Base {Homestead), reported that armed service
employers watched F-16 refueling operations on July 20, 2015. He said the Sixth Annual
Independence Day Celebration was attended by approximately 2,500 people. Colonel
Rozyskie commented on an agreement with Mission United and Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve to assist in finding jobs for service members, noting 24 Chief Operating
Officers and Human Resources professionals followed reservists for one day finding out
what they had to offer and three people were hired. He said that a resume seminar and
mock interview session would be held in November and that Mission United would soon
operate in Miami-Dade County as part of the United Way. Colonel Rozyskie indicated that
fourteen civil engineers installed septic and sanitary water systems at Big Pine Key as part
of the innovative Readiness Training program. He noted an Education Fair will be held on
August 8, 2015 for educational institutions to assist with college degree program
enrollment. Colonel Rozyskie noted participation an organic gardening project that would
help supply food for the Homestead Baptist Hospital and the local community. He said that
six military personnel participated in the Fort Dog Challenge at McDonalds Air Reserve
Base.

Mr. Sergei Kowalchick, representing Commission District 11.
Mr. Thomas Davis, representing Commission District 8.
Councilman Timothy Daubert, representing Commission District 13.

Mr. Eduardo Lombard, representing Commission District 11, reported that the PFC. Bruce
W. Carter Young Marines were required to complete updated physicals and vaccination
forms; that one Young Marine was in Senior Leadership School and three Senior Young
Marines were returning from Advanced Leadership School; that the recent National
Encampment at Camp LaNoche was a very successful experience for all participants; that
Retired Colonel William P. Davis, U.S. Marine Corps was named the Young Marine's
National Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer; and that the City of Doral would
present office space to the Young Marines at a ceremony on September 12, 2015.

Dr. Anthony Atwood, representing Commission District 9, indicated that the Military
Museum was included in the State budget for $1 million; however, the funding was
subsequently vetoed by Governor Rick Scott along with $461 million in project funding;
that the 13™ Army Band would be performing a morning of patriotic music at the Military
Museum on November 8, 2015; that the sewer pipe issue under the Military Museum might
be resolved in the near future with the help of Assistant County Attorney Miguel Gonzalez
and Mr. Gustavo Cruz; that Mr. Mark Blumstein, MAB member, would be rotated off of
active duty in September and returning stateside.

Mr. Joseph Martory, representing Commission District 6, reported that the Veterans
Administration (VA) paid the cost of a full coffin or urn through the National Cemetery
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Administration and that the VA would be issuing new identification cards in the near
future.

Mr. Paul Russo, Miami Veteran’s Administration Healthcare System (VA), reported that a
job fair for veterans was recently held. He commented that expanded eligibility was
recently announced for both male and female Veterans in need of health care for mental or
physical health conditions resulting from military sexual trauma covering both active and
inactive duty training occurrence without need for documentation or filing a disability
claim. Mr. Russo indicated that the Miami VA was working diligently to improve patient
access, noting that 99.08 percent of appointments were completed in 30 days or under
which exceeded the 97 percent national average. He noted 56,463 appointments
completed in less than 30 days; 53,777 appointments completed within 7days; and a 2.3
day average wait time for primary care, 2.25 days for specialty care, and .5 day for mental
health care.

Mr. Phil Lyons, representing Chamber South.
% Old Business
» Committee Updates
¢ Veterans Court

Mr. Gustavo Cruz reported a setback with the Veterans Court, noting the vendor hired to
automate the electronic arrest forms declared bankruptcy.

Assistant County Attorney Miguel Rodriguez explained that the County no longer had a
relationship with the vendor hired to create the Countywide electronic arrest forms and to
incorporate veteran specific fields on those forms. He said that efforts were underway to
obtain the source code necessary to finalize the project, noting the undesirable paper arrest
forms might need to be reinstated.

Mr. Cruz indicated the County supported the use of electronic arrest forms and the
completion of the project was a priority.

» Housing

Mr. Gustavo Cruz commented that Chairman Diaz identified a property in Kendall that the
County could perhaps donate for potential military housing and that General John F. Kelly,
Commander, U.S. Southern Command was supportive of the County’s willingness to jointly
support military housing efforts.
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* Special Events

Mr. Gustavo Cruz indicated that the Veterans Parade would be held on Miami Beach
beginning at Collins Avenue and 17t Street and ending at Flamingo Park. He noted the U.S.
Coast Guard and the U.S. Customs would land aircraft at the event. Mr. Cruz said that
efforts were underway to secure Governor Rick Scott’s participation and that Lt. General
Joseph P. DiSalvo, Military Deputy Commander, U.S. Southern Command would be the
featured speaker at the parade.

% New Business

» Boy Scouts of America
Ms. Annette Hungler, Senior District Executive, South Florida Council, Boy Scouts of
America, presented details on the Popcorn for Our Troops fundraising program, where gifts
of popcorn are donated to military men and women, their families, and veterans’
organizations. She noted the area program kickoff was on Saturday, August 15, 2015 and
provided an overview of the South Florida Council, its programs and the youth served.

» MDPD Wounded Warriors
Mr. Joseph Martory reported that the Miami-Dade Police Department participated in
Operation Support our Wounded Warriors in partnership with the Police Officer Assistance
Trust, noting this program allowed the South Florida law enforcement community to thank,
welcome home, and assist military heroes wounded in combat or suffering from
psychological ailments.

% Next meeting date is scheduled for September 2, 2015; site to be determined

Mr. Gustavo Cruz reminded MAB members that agenda items for the meeting should be
submitted to him one week prior to the meeting date.

% Adjournment

There being no further business, the Military Affairs Board was adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Chairman
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Military Affairs Board

August 5, 2015 .
Prepared by: Alan Eisenberg
EXHIBITS LIST
NO. DATE ITEM # DESCRIPTION
1 8/05/15 Meeting Agenda
2 8/05/15 Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team Brochure
3 8/05/15 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Fact Sheet: Patient Access
Progress Update
4 8/05/15 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Hospital Wait Times
5 8/05/15 Boy Scouts of America South Florida Council Brochure
6 8/05/15 South Florida Scout Rewards Program
7 8/05/15 Guest Sign-In Sheet
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20




MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
OFFICE OF THE CHAIR
MILITARY AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD

MONTHLY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, August 5th, 2015
6.:00 PM
FIRE FIGHTERS MEMORIAL BUILDING
8000 N.W. 21st Street
Doral, FL 33122
AGENDA
<+ Welcome

+ Moment of Silence / Pledge of Allegiance

“ Comments or presentations from the public

< Board Member Roundtable
% Old Business

» Committee Updates
= Veterans Court

= Housing
= Special Events

+ New Business

» MDPD Wounded Warriors

> Boy Scouts of America



< Next meeting date is scheduled for September 2nd, 2015 site to be
determined. '

<+ Discussion items for the next agenda

% Adjournment



US Department FaCt Sheet
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Patient Access Progress Update
Access Spotlight: Staffing
Release 26 — July 30, 2015

Summary

In keeping with the commitment to improve transparency in Department of Veterans Affairs’
(VA) processes and in accordance with Section 206 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and
Accountability Act of 2014 (VACAA), VA today released the latest update of facility-level patient
access data and is highlighting notable access improvements. In this release, VA is providing
two reports:

1. Completed Appointments (As of June 30, 2015)*
2. Pending Appointments (Snapshot of data on July 15, 2015)*

Notable Improvements:

« Nationally, VA completed more than 56.5 million appointments between July 1,
2014 and June 30, 2015. This represents an increase of 2.47 million more
appointments than were completed during the same time period in 2013/2014.

» VA completed 97 percent of appointments in June 2015 within 30 days of the
clinically indicated or Veteran’s preferred date; 92 percent within 14 days; 88
percent within 7 days,; and 22 percent are actually completed on the same day.

* Between June 1, 2014, and July 15, 2015, the electronic wait list (EWL) went
from 56,000 appointments to 40,730, a 27 percent reduction.

In addition to the data contained within the reports, VA made over 3 million authorizations for
Veterans to receive care in the private sector from June 1, 2014 through June 15, 2015. This
represents a 41 percent increase in authorizations, when compared to the same period in the
previous years,

Access Spotlight: Improving Healthcare Services for Women Veterans

« VA has enhanced provision of care fo women Veterans by focusing on the goal of
developing Designated Women'’s Health Providers (DWHP) at every site where women
access VA. VA has trained over 2,000 providers in women’s health and is in the process
of training additional providers to ensure that every woman Veteran has the opportunity
to receive her primary care from a DWHP.

« VA now operates a Women Veterans Call Center (WVCC), created to contact women
Veterans and let them know about the services for which they may be eligible. As of
March 2015, WVCC received over 20,000 incoming calls and made over 162,000
successful outbound calls. « . As of June 2015, WVCC received over 24,000 incoming
calls and made over 219,000 successful outbound calls.

» VA accomplished its goal of expanding eligibility for both male and female Veterans in
need of health care for mental or physical health conditions resulting from military sexual
trauma (MST). Now Veterans who experienced MST while on inactive duty training, not
just active duty or active duty for training, can receive free MST-related health care with
no need for documentation of the experience or the Veteran to file a disability claim.

“Both reports are created using "Wait Times Calculated Using Preferred Date,” which utilizes the date a Veteran
prefers to be seen or the date determined to be medically necessary by their clinical provider.
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Wounded Warrior Amputee Softball Team™ |
(802) 777-7232 ;

2121 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 300 : -
. | NDED WARP
Alexandria, VA. 22314 | o\b  SOFTRA; ;013
1\ n

You can find more information about WWAST |
and make a tax-deductible
donation to the Team at:
www.thewwast.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! @V-
WAmMpsoftball

To educate and inspire the public, to raise-

awareness of the sacrifices and resilience of"
[

our military, and to highlight their ability to Speaking Opportunities

rise above any challenge. WWAST players are available for speaking
- engagements. We have made presentations to
corporations; government agencies; schools;
professional, collegiate and youth athletic'teams;
veterans and active duty military personnel
(including those in rehabilitation after suffering
traumatic injuries); veteran service organizations
~ and other groups.

If you are interested in having WWAST as a
speaker, please go to our website, and click on
Contact Us to inquire.




Founded in 2010, the Wounded Warrior

Amputee Softball TeamTM (WWAST) is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. WWAST gives amputee
athletes the opportunity to compete and serve our
country beyond the battlefield by educating and
inspiring their fellow countrymen to overcome any
challenge.

The team is comprised of veterans and active duty
soldiers and marines who have served our country in
Iraq and Afghanistan. They now travel the country
playing able-bodied teams in celebrity and exhibition
softball games, bringing their special brand of
softball, courage and inspiration.
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Our Vision

. Of course, our dream would be the return of our

' military servicemen and women from harm's way

i without resulting in the loss of life and limb. Until such
' time, we support and honor their sacrifices. WWAST

| athletes are amputees who continue to push the

| limits of modern prosthetic technology, possible

. through donations from corporations, large and small,
' and from individuals all across the country. This
. support enables the team to travel and prove to the

1 public that with determination and extensive rehabili-
i tation, they are able to adapt to overcome any

i obstacle and play a sport they love.

N
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Kids Camp: To further our mission of education and
inspiration, WWAST hosts an annual softball Kids
Camp for children between the ages of 8 and 12 with
‘amputations or missing limbs. WWAST pays all
expenses including travel, meals, and lodging for the
ichild and one parent. Parents describe the Camp as
“life-altering” for their child, and the WWAST players
love the opportunity to give back in this important
way. The camp allows the players to visibly demon-
strate to the these kids who face some of the same
‘challenges that “life without & limb

'is limitless.”

.Find out more about Kids Camp; www.thew-
'wast.org
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The South Florida Council offers year-round programs created to develop
character, citizenship, leadership, and fitness in youth. We proudly serve
youth in Broward, Miami-Dade, and Monroe counties.

Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and
Venturers were served by our
council last year.

192

} 7,635

MERIT
BADGES
were earned.

) The top four were
Cooking, First Aid,
Fingerptinting, and
Swimming-

154,119

service hours

were provided in
our council last
year by Scouts,
leaders, and
participants.

2 7920

young people were involved
last year in Exploring’s
career education programs.

‘
about our council:
¢ Our council provides character
education programs to 30,000
students at 55 schools in
Miami-Dade County.
= QOur council was formed in 1937.

Prepared. For Life.

Scouts attended summer
camps last year.
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a gift of popcorm for
rfamilies, and v

POPGORN

FOR THOSE

taoeal Sealiting

IN

Food Ban
owr 14,00

COLLECTION

Chocolate Lover's
« White Chocolatey Pretzels 1.

| * Milk Chocolatey Pretzels 1.

« Chacolatey Triple Defight™ 1150

= Chocolatey Caramel Crunch™ ise.

over ¥33.00

] tolncal Scouting

@ Comes in
a gift b

COLLECTION

Sweet & Savory

= Butter Toffee 2.

« White Cheddar Cheese Gom s
i Chocolatey Triple Delight™ 1250

Over $27.00

to local Seouting

@ Comas in
agift box

Cheese Lover's

= White Cheddar Cheese Com szse.
« White Cheddar Cheese Com sz5a.
« Jalapefio Cheddar Cheese szs.c.

0ver 20,00
to local Scouting

@ Comes in
a gilt bax

Over 160
+18.00
te local Scouting

| Chocolatey
) Caramel
! Crunch

Stweet crunchy caramel eom in # creamy
chiocolatey coating.

Over
#14.00

ta local Seouting

 Chocolatey
 Triple
" Delight™

Delicious caramel corn with a decadent dark
chacolatey eoating and white shacalatey
drizzle.

Over
18.00 18-Pack
1o local Scouting

Gorn
Microwave

Our deliciousty swest and salty Kattle Corn is
better than aver!

4 Dver
@ 18,00
to focal Scouting

White

- Chocolatey -

Pretzels

The perfect blend of crispy prefzels wrapped in
creamy white chocolatey gendness.

Over
11.00
ta loeal Scouting

- White

Cheddar e
Cheese Corn <=

The perfect combmation of light, crispy
napcorn and rich while cheddar cheese,

Over 1
$14.00 18-Pack
@ to local Scouting
Unbelievable | -

Butter™
Microwave

A customer {averite with mare buttery flavar
than ever before.

Dver
‘ @ $14.00
i to local Scouting
[ A
' Premium
- Garamel Corn

| with Almonds, Cashews
& Pecans

# deleatable gourmer caramel treat loaded
with almonds, cashews and pecans.

" Ber
! .00
4 to Incal Seaating -8

- Classic
 Caramel
' Corn

A traditional tavorite. Qur Classic Carame|
Corm 1s full of sieh caramel Tavor,

Lot -“ o
N

-x

b

(rver
#14.00
tolosal Scouting
Butter
Light
Microwave

Our lightest butter papeorn with new and
improved flavor.

Support Scouting anytime at
trails-end.com
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