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CLERK’S SUMMARY AND OFFICIAL MINUTES 
PUBLIC HEALTH TRUST NOMINATING COUNCIL 

March 26, 2014 
 
The Public Health Trust Nominating Council (Nominating Council) convened a meeting on 
March 26, 2014, at 2:00 p.m. in the Stephen P. Clark Government Center, 2nd Floor Conference 
Room, 111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida, 33128.  The following Nominating Council members 
were present:  Miami-Dade County Commissioner Audrey Edmonson, Mr. Mario Artecona, Ms. 
Mojdeh Khaghan, and Mr. Andy Madtes (Chairman Darryl Sharpton and Council members Mr. 
Joe Arriola, Mr. Michael Bileca, Mr. Marcos Lapciuc, and Representative Jeanette Nuñez were 
absent). 
 
The following staff members were also present:  Assistant County Attorneys Eugene Shy and 
Laura Llorente; Christina Crespi, Assistant to Deputy Mayor Alina Hudak; Marilyn Moss, 
Special Assistant to Chairman Sharpton; and Deputy Clerk Mary Smith-York. 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
Commissioner Edmonson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and noted due to the lack of a 
quorum, there would be no action taken today (3/26); however, discussions and presentations 
would take place.  She advised that she was sponsoring legislation that would lower the quorum 
requirement to four (4) from the current five (5) members, which would be on the next meeting 
agenda. 
 
Following Commissioner Edmonson’s remarks, the members of the Nominating Council and 
staff introduced themselves and noted their affiliations. 
 
II. Explanation of Nominating Process and Review of Existing Vacancies 
III. Overview of Last Year’s Process to Fill Vacancy and Action, if required 
Assistant County Attorney Eugene Shy noted, last year, the Nominating Council initiated the 
process to fill the one vacancy on the Public Health Trust (PHT), including the timeline, 
application, and advertisement.  He said that applications were received and a short list was 
created.  Mr. Shy advised that a conflict of interest associated with one candidate existed.  He 
explained that the process should have resulted in the Nominating Council submitting another 
name to replace that candidate, along with two additional names, for a total of three names to the 
County Commission for consideration.  He noted due to quorum issues, the process was never 
concluded and the regular annual process was now in progress.  Mr. Shy recommended that, in 
lieu of filling that one vacancy, the Nominating Council take action to cancel last year’s process 
and roll that vacancy over to this year’s process.  He further stated that another vacancy would 
result this year when Ms. Irene Lipof’s term expired and recommended that the two vacancies be 
combined for the Nominating Council to then take action on, including the timeline, application, 
and advertisement.  Mr. Shy said hopefully at the end of this process this year, the Nominating 
Council would present to the County Commission two names to fill the vacancies and two 
additional names, for a total of four names.   
 
In response to Commissioner Edmonson’s concern with discarding the names from the existing, 
approved short list, Mr. Shy explained that the Nominating Council chose to terminate the 
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process last year.  He stated that the Nominating Council could roll over last year’s applications 
to this current year’s process and only advertise the additional vacancies for this annual process.  
He reiterated that the Nominating Council must submit to the County Commission two names to 
fill last year’s and this year’s vacancies and two additional names, for a total of four names.    
 
Ms. Mojdeh Khaghan suggested that the Nominating Council contact the three finalist candidates 
to find out if they were interested in resubmitting their applications for this new process.   
 
With respect to Ms. Khaghan’s question as to whether Mr. Lapciuc had officially withdrawn his 
letter of resignation from the Nominating Council, Mr. Shy confirmed that Mr. Marcos Lapciuc 
had officially rescinded his resignation.  He added that the appointments by the Legislative 
Delegation and the PHT would be made in the 2014-15 Cycle and Mr. Lapciuc would be in the 
2016 cycle. 
 
Discussion ensued among Nominating Council members with respect to Ms. Lipof’s term 
expiring at the end of May 2014 and her now being required to resubmit an application for 
membership approval as opposed to being the designee of the South Florida AFL-CIO. 
 
IV. Review and Approve Proposed Timeline, Advertisement and Application 
Assistant County Attorney Eugene Shy advised that a new timeline, advertisement and 
application to fill vacancies on the Public Health Trust (PHT) needed the approval of the 
Nominating Council.  He noted the terms for members of the Board of Trustees expired on May 
31st of the appropriate year and began on June 1st of the appropriate year.  Mr. Shy indicated he 
believed that the Nominating Council’s goal was to ensure that this process was completed by 
final action of the County Commission by May 2014 to avoid a gap between terms. 
 
Referring to the 2014 Public Health Trust Nominating Council (Nominating Council) Timeline, 
page 4 in today’s (3/26) agenda package, Ms. Mojdeh Khaghan stated that the proposed date of 
April 14, 2014 as the application submission deadline was reasonable and noted the 
advertisement needed to be issued.   
 
Discussion ensued among Nominating Council members regarding the need to take action on 
this item and how quickly the legislation for resolving the quorum issues could be implemented.   
 
Commissioner Edmonson advised that the approval process for ordinances consisted of a first 
reading by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC), followed by a public hearing and 
approval by the Health and Social Services Committee, and then a second reading by the BCC 
before final approval.  She indicated that a request to waive the Board’s Rules and place the 
ordinance on the next BCC meeting agenda could be made by the Committee Chair to somewhat 
expedite the process.  She noted she agreed with Ms. Khaghan’s concern that approval of the 
timeline needed to be expedited in order to move forward with the proposed advertisement dates.  
 
Following discussion between Commissioner Edmonson and Assistant County Attorney Shy 
regarding the dates available to present the proposed ordinance, it was decided that the ordinance 
would be scheduled for first reading before the BCC on April 8, 2014; be waived to the next 
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Health and Social Services Committee on May 12, 2014; and then be waived to the BCC 
meeting on May 20, 2014.   
 
Dr. Terry Murphy, President, Public Affairs Concepts, inquired whether the Nominating Council 
required an ordinance in order to approve a timeline to fill the vacancies on the PHT. 
 
Commissioner Edmonson explained that the ordinance in question addressed this Nominating 
Council’s difficulty in attaining a quorum at meetings by providing that the number of members 
needed for a quorum be reduced from five to four.  She clarified that the approval of the timeline 
did not require an ordinance.  
 
In an effort to expedite approval of the timeline, members agreed to schedule a Special 
Nominating Council meeting following the 10:00 a.m. PHT Board meeting at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital on Monday, March 31, 2014, at 11:30 a.m.  
 
In response to Mr. Artecona’s inquiry as to whether the Nominating Council currently had a 
vacancy, Assistant County Attorney Shy advised that there was no vacancy and read the 
following names into the record:  Chairman Darryl Sharpton, Trustee Joe Arriola, Trustee and 
Representative Michael Bileca, Trustee Marcos Lapciuc, Trustee Mojdeh Khaghan, 
Commissioner Audrey Edmonson, Representative Eddie Gonzalez, Andy Madtes, and Mario 
Artecona.   
 
V. Discussion Regarding JHS GOB Citizens’ Advisory Committee 
Assistant County Attorney Eugene Shy provided a brief overview of the Jackson Health System 
(JHS) General Obligation Bond (GOB) Citizens’ Advisory Committee’s relationship to the 
Nominating Council’s role.  He advised that the legislation, sponsored by Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) Chairwoman Sosa, if approved, provided that the Public Health Trust 
Nominating Council would assist the County Commission in appointing five (5) of the nine (9) 
members to the advisory committee.  Mr. Shy stated that the legislation also included language 
providing that this Nominating Council would submit one (1) name for each of those vacancies 
described and up to two (2) additional names for each of the categories listed. 
 
Commissioner Edmonson noted this was a primary reason for her attempt at fast tracking the 
legislation she sponsored for decreasing the number of members needed to constitute a quorum, 
thus enabling this Nominating Council to function. 
 
Ms. Mojdeh Khaghan noted she suggested to Mr. Migoya, Mr. Steigman, and other members of 
the PHT Board that a PHT Board member should serve as liaison to the proposed JHS GOB 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee.  She added that this PHT Liaison would not necessarily be a 
voting member and asked that this Nominating Council consider incorporating this into the 
Advisory Committee’s membership. 
 
Commissioner Edmonson stated that she had no problem considering the inclusion of the PHT 
liaison as an ex-officio member. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH TRUST 
NOMINATING COUNCIL  

AGENDA 
March 26, 2013 

2:00 p.m. 
Stephen P. Clark Center 

2nd Floor Conference Room  
 

 
Welcome and Introductions Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
  PHT Nominating Council 

 
Explanation of Nominating Process and                             Eugene Shy Jr. 
Review of Existing Vacancies                                                  County Attorney 
 

 
Overview of Last Year’s Process  Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
to fill Vacancy and Action, if required  PHT Nominating Council 
 
 
Review and Approve Proposed Timeline, Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
Advertisement and Application   PHT Nominating Council 
 
  
Discussion regarding JHS GOB  Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee PHT Nominating Council 
 
 
Approval of Minutes from the 8-30-13 and  Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
9-12-13 Nominating Council meetings                                 PHT Nominating Council 

 
 
Adjournment  Chairman Darryl K. Sharpton 
  PHT Nominating Council 
Attachments: 
Terms of current PHT members 
Proposed Timeline 
Commission Calendar and Deadlines 
Proposed Advertisement 
Proposed Application 
Jackson Health System General Obligation Bond Citizens’ Advisory Committee – Agenda Item 
Chapter 25A 
Minutes from August 30, 2013 and September 12, 2013 
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