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Tourist Development Council 
July 29, 2010 

  
The Tourist Development Council (TDC) convened in the Conference Room of the Biltmore 
Hotel 1200 Anastasia Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida at 3:00 p.m. on July 29, 2010.  There being 
present Chairman José “Pepe” Diaz and members, Mr. Stuart Blumberg, George Cozonis, Mr. 
Gene Prescott, Ms. Olga Ramudo, Mr. Rex Oleson, and William Perry, III, (City of Miami 
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort and Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower were absent).  
  
The following staff members were present: Deborah Margol, Deputy Director, Department of 
Cultural Affairs; Mrs. Nikenna D. Benjamin, Grants Program Administrator, Department of 
Cultural Affairs; Assistant County Attorney Deborah Mastin; and Deputy Clerk Karen Harrison.  
 
Chairman Diaz called the meeting to order at 3:22 p.m.  
 

I. Additions, Deletions, Withdrawals 
 
Mr. Spring said no additions, deletions, or withdrawals were submitted for today’s (7/29) 
agenda. 
 

II. Conflict of Interest 
 
Ms. Deborah Margol, Deputy Director, Department of Cultural Affairs, indicated that TDC 
members had a conflict of interest on an item if any of the following instances applied: 
 

• The TDC Board Member or an immediate family member was a paid staff member of an 
applicant’s organization; 

• The TDC Board Member or an immediate family member served on the Board of 
Directors of an applicant’s organization; and 

• The TDC Board Member or an immediate family member made a contribution of at least 
$1,000 to an applicant’s organization within the last three years.  

 
Mr. George Cozonis indicated that he had a conflict of interest with agenda item B-7 Visitor 
Industry Human Resource Development Council because he was the Chairman of this Council; 
he noted he also had a conflict of interest regarding agenda items B-6 and A-4 as well.  
 

III. Items for Approval 
 

A. Minutes of the May 20, 2010 Meeting 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the May 20, 2010 TDC minutes be approved.  This 
motion was seconded by Mr. William Perry III, and upon being put to a vote passed unanimously 
by those members present. 
 

IV. Reports and Discussion Items 
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A. Updated Budget/Financial Position and Funding Recommendations for FY 
2009-10 Fourth Funding Period   

 
Mr. Spring gave a brief update regarding the financial position and funding recommendations for 
Fiscal Year 2009-2010.  He noted that through staff’s fiscal conservatism TDC had enough funds 
to address the applicant pool in the same manner as the first three quarters of the fiscal year. He 
pointed out that the year began with approximately $1,083,000 and for the fourth quarter of the 
fiscal year 26 applications had been submitted requesting a total of $439,000.  Mr. Spring 
pointed out that 23 of the 26 applicants were from Non-Profit Organizations, 3 from For Profit 
Organizations, 11 were new or first time to the TDC, and 15 were continuing projects.  He noted 
that there were no recommendations with a dollar amount of more than $25,000.  Mr. Spring said 
a total of $191,550 had been recommended to 25 to 26 organizations that had applied for 
funding.   
 

B. Overview of TDC Board Terms 
 

Mr. Spring gave an overview of the TDC Board Terms.  He noted by Florida State Statute the 
TDC was comprised of nine (9) members.  He noted all members of the TDC served four (4) 
year terms which were stagnated, so that every two (2) years members rotated off of TDC.  He 
pointed out that currently the terms of Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and Mr. Rex Oleson’s terms 
would expire at the end of this year.  Mr. Spring stated that a nomination process would call for 
candidates for these positions and incumbents were eligible to re-apply for these positions.   
 

V. Citizens’ Presentations 
 
Chairman Diaz requested TDC members to review the applications and to listen to brief 
statements from representatives of those organizations present today.   
 

VI. Grant Applications and Recommendations-Fourth Funding Period 
 

A. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) Continuing 
 

1.      Classical South Florida, Inc.  
        Claire Crawford      Final Recommendation 
          $12,000 
 
Ms. Claire Crawford, representative of Classical South Florida Radio 89.7 expressed 
appreciation to Council Members for their consideration of funding the Summer Symphonies 
form South Beach featuring Miami’s New World Symphony.  She noted the event would be held 
from August 1, 2010 through September 1, 2010 and this event would provide great exposure for 
the New World Symphony and Miami.   

 
3. Culture in the City, Inc. f/a Alejandro 

Mendoza & Giants in the City 
Alejandro Mendoza              Final Recommendation  
         $9,000 
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Mr. Alejandro Mendoza noted that the next show would be held at Miami Beach Botanical 
Gardens, 35 international artists would be featured at this show.  Mr. Mendoza expressed 
appreciation to the Council for their support, and requested additional funds for marketing of this 
event.   
 
 
 

6. Infinito Art & Cultural Foundation, Inc.  
Viviane Spinelli      Final Recommendation  
         $9,000 

 
Ms. Viviane Spinelli gave a brief presentation regarding the Brazilian Film Festival which will 
be held on August 13-20th. Ms. Spinelli noted that a variety of films will be showcased at this 
event.  She pointed out that this event was marketed and advertised internationally in an effort to 
bring people from other countries to Miami.   
 

8.     Jewish Museum of Florida, Inc 
JoAnn Arnowitz      Final Recommendation 
         $6,300    
 
 

Ms. JoAnn Arnowitz said she was excited about this summer’s programs, the Lawyers Without 
Rights Exhibition, the Jewish Lawyers of Germany and the Lox with Black Beans and Rice 
exhibit.  She expressed thanks to members for their support.   
 

9. Miami Childrens Museum  
Deborah Spiegleman/Natasha D’Souza   Final Recommendation 
         $18,000 

 
Ms. Natasha D’Souza expressed thanks to the TDC members for their consideration and the 
opportunity to provide today’s presentation.  She noted the Dino Island exhibit opened to the 
public on June 5, 2010 beginning with a tremendous T-Rex war, since the opening record levels 
of attendance had been reached.  General admissions were up by 33% from the same period last 
year and Dino Island had received lots of media coverage noted Ms. D’Souza.  She also noted 
that Miami Children’s Museum (MCM) had established itself as the go to tourist destination for 
families visiting South Florida.  She said beyond the media exposure the MCM had over 167 
partner hotels and 33 car rental locations were stocked with our exhibit promotional 
advertisements and through a partnership with the South Florida Concierge Association Hotels 
were recommending the MCM to tourists.  Ms. D’Souza noted that the MCM was celebrating 
National Ice Cream month and free ice cream was available.   
 

B. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit)-First Time 
 

2. Fundarte, Inc. 
Robert Rosenberg      Final Recommendation  
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          $5,000 
 
Mr. Robert Rosenberg noted that the First Annual Out in the Tropics Gay Performing Arts 
Festival was held on July 7-11th, Mr. Rosenberg stated that this was a signature event for South 
Florida, as it was one of the few arts events that spoke to the gay segment which he felt was 
crucial for South Florida Tourism.  He pointed out that due to diverse funding and corporate 
support the event’s first year was amazing. Mr. Rosenberg noted that the event was had 
widespread media coverage, local coverage included television radio and newspaper 
advertisements and out of town coverage included the New York Times and International 
publications as well. Mr. Rosenberg noted that attendees and artists came from all over the 
world.  Mr. Rosenberg expressed appreciation for the TDC’s support.  
 
      3. Haitian Heritage Museum Corp 
 Serge Rodriguez      Final Recommendation 
          $7,500 
 
Mr. Serge Rodriguez, representative, Haitian Heritage Museum expressed appreciation to the 
Council for its funding recommendation.  He noted the event was entitled “Dancing in the 
District” which was a new concept that featured different genre’s of dancing to reflect South 
Florida’s communities.  Mr. Rodriguez stated that the event engaged the community to 
participate in the dance for prizes.   He noted there was no other event such as this one in South 
Florida, the event was well received and in its fourth show that featured the Samba dance.   
 

4.   Ife Ile, Inc.       
 Mary Torres       Final Recommendation 
          $2,500 
 
Ms. Mary Torres, Director, Ife Ile Inc. spoke of the 12th Annual Afro Cuban Dance Festival.  She 
requested an increase of $2,000 for marketing on an artistic piece for the event.   
 

6. Swimwear Association of Florida 
Judy Stein       Final Recommendation  

         $7,500 
 
Ms. Judy Stein, Executive Director, Swimwear Association of Florida (SAF) noted SAF was 
celebrating its 28th year.  She noted that this was the largest and most important swimwear 
tradeshow in the world. She pointed out this tradeshow allowed buyers to conduct business with 
swimwear manufacturers; this tradeshow produced over $2 million dollars and translated into 
thousands of dollars for hotels, nightlife and other tourist attractions.  Ms. Stein said two new 
events were open to the public; a major fashion show and a seminar regarding swimwear 
industry trends. She said this tradeshow received an enormous amount of press locally and 
nationally.   
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7. Visitor Industry Human Resource Development  
Council, Inc. 
Andy Ingraham      Final Recommendation  

          $10,000 
 
Mr. Andy Ingraham, President, National Association of Black Hotel Owners Operators & 
Developers asked the TDC to consider funding its conferences to give students the opportunity to 
see how the hospitality industry functions.  
 

C. Special Events/Promotions (For-Profit)-Continuing 
 

1. Irreversible Magazine, Inc    
Norelkys Blazekovic      Final Recommendation  
         $5,000 

 
Ms. Norelkys Blazekovic noted that her art project was called Irreversible and artists were 
invited to be part of the interventions.  She said artists from all over the world requested to attend 
this event.  Ms. Blazekovic asked that the TDC supports her event.   
 

D. Special Events/Promotions (For-Profit)-First Time 
 
     1.  Spase Designz, Inc. 
         Jermell Jenkins                  Final Recommendation  

              $0 
 

Mr. Jermell Jenkins noted that although his event was not recommended for funding he 
requested to give a brief description of his event.  Mr. Jenkins noted that the 2nd Annual Bookbag 
Giveaway would be held on Friday August 6-8; Sunday 3,000 bookbags would be given away to 
children in Liberty City.  Mr. Jenkins noted the event had local business sponsorship, Esserman 
Nissan, WSVN 7, Costco, Comcast, the Tax Doctor, Hot 105 and the City of Miami Gardens.  
Mr. Jenkins asked that Council Members reconsider his application for funding.   

 
E. Sports (Non-Profit)-First Time 

 
    1.  Pinecrest Premier Soccer, Inc. 
         Evan Contorakes      Final Recommendation 
          $25,000 
 
Mr. Evan Contorakes, Board Member, Pinecrest Premier Soccer expressed appreciation to 
Council Members for their funding recommendation.  Mr. Contorakes disseminated information 
to Council Members regarding the Miami Super Cup Soccer Tournament.  He noted that 
currently 1,500 hotel rooms were booked for this event, 25,000 people were expected to attend 
this event and 9 county parks were reserved.  He requested the Council to increase the 
recommend funding amount.  
 
 



July 29, 2010 Tourist Development Council Page 6 of 9 
 

2. United States Judo, Inc.                     
Jose Rodriguez       Final Recommendation  
          $15,000 

 
Mr. Jose Rodriguez, CEO, USA Judo noted that USA Judo was the national governing body for 
the Olympics Board of Judo.  The 2010 IJF World Cu U.S. Open and North & Central American 
Champions event would be held on August 27-28 2010, he noted this was an Olympic qualifying 
event; the athletes would be qualifying to compete in the Olympic Games of 2010 in London.  
Mr. Rodriguez noted this event would be nationally televised through out the month of 
September thanks to a grant from the United States Olympic Committee.  He said 34 nations 
have verified their attendance and participation in this event and over 600 athletes are scheduled 
to participate in this event.  Mr. Rodriguez noted that on Sunday August 29, 2010 USA Judo was 
hosting the U.S. Open which would bring another 400 athletes to compete.  Mr. Rodriguez 
requested council members to consider the full $15,000 funding recommendation.  
 

F. Television (For-Profit)-First Time 
 

1. Sportsmen’s Adventures Productions, LLC 
Rick Murphy       Final Recommendation 
         $15,000 

 
Mr. Rick Murphy, Host, Florida Insider Fishing Report noted that this event showcased Miami 
as a world class fishing capital and held more off shore tournaments than any other city in the 
world.  
 
Following citizen’s presentations and discussion of the events, Mr. George Cozonis suggested 
increasing funding to the Haitian Heritage Museum’s Dancing at the District event from $5,000 
to $7,500.   
 
Mr. Stuart Blumberg expressed his concern regarding increasing funding to the Dancing at the 
District event, noting that this was a first time event and in the past the council has not increased 
funding to events until after their first event was successful.  
 
Ms. Olga Ramuda pointed out that this was a different type of event to offer tourists and noted 
that since this was a first time event they would require more funding to grow and become a 
successful event. 
.   
It was moved by Mr. George Cozonis to increase the funding to Dancing at the District from 
$5,000 to $7,500.  This motion was seconded by Mr. William Perry III and upon being put to a 
vote, passed by a vote of   5-1 (Mr. Blumberg voted NO).   
 
Mr. Blumberg congratulated Ms. Judy Stein of the Swimwear Association of Florida noting 
Swim Show 2010 was a spectacular show and the media coverage was extraordinary.  Mr. 
Blumberg expressed concern noting that he would not support an increase of funding for this 
show.  He noted as the Chair of the Miami Beach Convention Center’s (MBCC) Advisory Board 
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many trade shows were held at the MBCC and if he supported an increase of funding to the 
Swim Show 2010 other trade shows would expect an increase as well.  
 
Mr. William Perry III noted that he felt it was important to extend funding to the Visitor Industry 
Human Resource Development Council’s Entrepreneurial Career Conference for Black Students 
in Hospitality (ECHO) Program.  He requested to increase the funding from $5,000 to $10,000.   
 
Mr. Blumberg noted that he was not in support of the initial funding recommendation to the 
Visitor Industry Human Resource Development Council Inc.  Mr. Blumberg pointed out that this 
was not an event that brought tourists to Miami, it was a local conference; he inquired whether 
this organization’s conference met the current criteria to receive funding.  
 
Mr. Michael Spring noted the applicant did meet the criteria as it currently exists to receive 
funding.  Mr. Spring advised Council Members that as a result of this discussion, TDC 
Subcommittee discussion and a similar prior application a review of this criteria as it relates to 
conferences and industry related conventions will be held at the workshop immediately 
following this meeting.  
 
Mr. Perry noted that he strongly recommended the increase of funding at this time and move 
forward with restructuring the policy/criteria afterwards.   
 
It was moved by Mr. William Perry III to increase the funding to the ECHO Program from 
$5,000 to $10,000.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Gene Prescott and upon being put to a 
vote, passed by a vote of 5-1 (Mr. Blumberg voted NO).  
 
It was moved by Ms. Olga Ramudo to move approve the Subcommittee recommended funding 
amounts on agenda items B-1 through B-5 as presented.  This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Diaz and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Rex Oleson to approve the subcommittee recommended funding to agenda 
item B-6 Swimwear Association of Florida.  This motion was seconded by Mr. William Perry III 
and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 4-2 (Mr. George Cozonis abstained due to 
conflict of interest and Mr. Stuart Blumberg voted NO).   
 
It was moved by Mr. William Perry III to approve the funding to agenda item B-7 Visitor 
Industry Human Resource Development Council, Inc. in the amount of $10,000.  This motion 
was seconded by Mr. Gene Prescott and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 4-2 (Mr. 
George Cozonis abstained due to conflict of interest and Mr. Blumberg voted NO).  
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg to approve the Subcommittees recommended funding for 
agenda item C-1 Irreversible Magazine.  This motion was seconded Mr. William Perry III and 
upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
In response to Mr. Blumberg’s inquiry regarding why no funding was recommended for agenda 
item D-1 Spase Designz, Inc.  Mr. Spring explained that the event was entitled “bookbag 
giveaway to Miami-Dade County Children” as presented this event did not have strong viable 
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tourism components and the TDC criteria denotes the event should have a strong viable tourism 
element.  
It was moved by Mr. William Perry III to approve the Subcommittee recommendation of zero to 
agenda item D-1 Spase Designz, Inc.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Stuart Blumberg and 
upon being put to a vote passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
Ms. Olga Ramudo proposed full funding in the amount of $15,000 for agenda item E-2 United 
States Judo, Inc.   
 
Mr. Stuart Blumberg expressed his concern regarding granting the full funding amount of 
$15,000 to the United States Judo, Inc., he inquired how Council members would decide that one 
organization was worthy of an increase and other organizations were not.  He pointed out that the 
council should consider increases for events that brought more tourists to the community.  Mr. 
Blumberg expressed further concern regarding why these organizations had not requested 
funding from the Sports Commission, noting that there was not a clear delineation between the 
TDC issuing funding versus the Sports Commission issuing funding.  He pointed out that the 
Sport Commission was the organization which funded sporting events and felt that the sports 
commission should support these organizations as well.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the Sports Commission and the TDC funding sporting events.   
 
Mr. Spring pointed out that traditionally the Sports Commission served poignantly as a 
marketing and sales agent for the community in regards of sporting events rather than funding 
the events they would attract the events and promote these events; the TDC would fund these 
sporting events and sporting events were considered as an eligible event to receive funding from 
the TDC.   
 
It was moved by Ms. Olga Ramudo to increase the funding of agenda item E-2 United States 
Judo, Inc. organization from $7,500 to $15,000.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Gene 
Prescott and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0. 
  
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg to increase the funding of agenda item E-1 Pinecrest 
Premier Soccer, Inc. from $15,000 to $25,000.  This motion was seconded by Ms. Olga Ramudo 
and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg to approve the subcommittee recommendation of $15,000 
to agenda item F-1 Sportsmen’s Adventures productions, LLC.  This motion was seconded by 
Chairman Diaz and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg to approve the subcommittee recommendation amount of 
$6,750 to agenda item A-4 Friends of the Bass Museum, Inc.  This motion was seconded by Mr. 
Rex Oleson and upon being put to a vote passed by a vote of 5-1 (Mr. George Cozonis abstained 
to a conflict of interest).   
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It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg to approve the subcommittee recommendations of agenda 
items: A-2, A-5, A-7, A-10, A-11, A-12, A-13 and A-14.  This motion was seconded by Ms. 
Olga Ramudo and upon being put to a vote passed by a vote of 6-0.   
 
 
Agenda Item No.       Organization name              Final Recommendation    
 
VI-A2.   Coral Gables Congregational Church   $5,000 
   (United Church of Christ), Inc.  
VI-A4.   Friends of the Bass Museum   $6,750 
VI-A5.   Ground Up & Rising     $3,500 
VI-A7.   Jamaica Awareness, Inc.    $9,000 
VI-A10.  Miami Hispanic Ballet Corporation  $6,000 
VI-A11.  Museum of Science, Inc.     $10,500 
VI-A12.  Patrons of Eceptional Artists, Inc.    $3,000 
VI-A13.  Rhythm Foundation, Inc.     $5,000 
VI-A14.  Teatro Avante, Inc.      $15,000  
VI-B1.   2B Non Profit Corporation    $4,000 
VI-B5.   Miami-Dade College, Kendall Campus,  $2,000 
   Department of Music 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting was adjourned at 4:38 
p.m.  
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EXHIBITS LIST 

 
  

NO. DATE ITEM # DESCRIPTION 

1 7/29/10  Agenda 

2 7/29/10  Citizen’s Presentations 

3 7/29/10  Tourist Development Council FY 2009-2010 Fourth Quarter Funding 
Memorandum 

4 7/29/10  Budget Recommendations for FY 2009-2010 Fourth Funding Period 
Memorandum 

5 7/29/10  Budget Update Chart 

6 7/29/10  Overview of the TDC Board Terms Memorandum 

7 7/29/10  Miami-Dade County Tourist Development Council Membership List 

8 7/29/10  FY 2009-2010 Tourist Development Council Agenda Items  

9    

10    

11    

12    
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