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CLERK’S SUMMARY OF AGENDA ACTION 
AND OFFICIAL MINUTES 
Tourist Development Council 

October 12, 2011 
  
The Tourist Development Council (TDC) convened in the Department of Cultural Affairs’ 6th 
Floor Conference Room, at the Stephen P. Clark Center 111 N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida at 
11:00 a.m. on October 12, 2011. There being present Chairman Dennis C. Moss and members, 
Mr. Stuart Blumberg, Mr. George Cozonis, Mr. William Perry III, Mr. Gene Prescott and Ms. 
Olga Ramudo (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, City of Miami Commissioner 
Wilfredo Gort, and Mr. Rex Oleson was absent).  
 
The following staff members were present: Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Department of 
Cultural Affairs; Mrs. Nikenna D. Benjamin, Grants Program Administrator, Department of 
Cultural Affairs; Assistant County Attorney Daniel Frastai; and Deputy Clerk Zorana Gainer.  
 
Mr. William Talbert, President of the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau was also 
present.   
 
Chairman Moss called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m.  
 

I. Additions, Deletions, Withdrawals 
 

There were no additions, deletions, or withdrawals from today’s agenda. 
 

II. Conflict of Interest 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Department of Cultural Affairs, indicated that TDC members had 
a conflict of interest on an item if any of the following instances applied:  
 

• The TDC Board Member or an immediate family member was paid staff member of an 
applicant’s organization; 

 
• The TDC Board Member or an immediate family member served on the Board of 

Directors of an applicant’s organization; and  
 

• The TDC Board member or an immediate family member made a contribution of at least 
$1,000 to an applicant’s organization within the last three years.   

 
III. Special Presentations   
 

A. Leslie Pantin, Arteamericas, Inc.  
 
Mr. Leslie Pantin representing Arteamericas Inc. appeared before the Council and noted the 
Latin American Art Fair had been held at the Miami Beach Convention Center (MBCC) for nine 
years.  He pointed out this event and Art Basil were the only art fairs featured at the MBCC, and 
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would be held during the first weekend of March 2012.  Mr. Pantin said although his event did 
not qualify for a TDC grant, staff encouraged him to make a presentation for future events, 
which qualified under the new events TDC guideline.  He noted upcoming themes of the Latin 
American Art Fair included Argentina and Spain in celebration of 500 years of Ponce De Leon 
discovering Florida.  Mr. Pantin asked the TDC members to consider Arteamericas Inc. to be 
awarded a TDC grant in the future.  
 

IV. Reports and Discussion Items  
 
Following Mr. Springs explanation of TDC rules and guidelines, he noted the Council members 
had the authority to make exceptions or amend the rules and guidelines; however, any 
amendments to the rules or guidelines could be addressed at the TDC’s fourth quarter planning 
meeting.  He pointed out that guidelines and rules were currently published and the Council 
could only make exceptions and it was not advisable to change the rules until the fourth quarter 
planning meeting.  
 
Mr. Spring noted as a courtesy, Mr. Pantin was asked to attend today’s meeting, but he was not 
applying for a grant in this quarter.  He noted the organization was currently waiting to 
determine the qualifications to apply for the TDC grant in the second quarter.  Mr. Spring 
pointed out Arteamericas aspired to be profitable but functioned like a non profit organization 
based on the services provided to the artistic community.  He noted this initiative by 
Arteamericas was to feature a country’s work and was designed to promote Miami as a hub for 
the arts.   
 
Mr. Blumberg noted that he had a conflict of interest with this particular item; however, since 
Mr. Pantin had not applied for a TDC grant, he recommended that Arteamericas be considered 
for a first time applicant.  
 
Additionally, Ms. Ramudo noted she had a conflict of interest as well; however, she wanted to 
inquire as to whether the Arteamericas event would bring additional tourists and revenue from 
hotel rooms to the City.   
 
Mr. Pantin noted that the event would be promoted and advertised in Argentina in an effort to 
encourage tourists to attend the event in Miami, which would bring revenue from hotel rooms.  
 
Mr. Perry noted based on the information presented, he was in support of making an exception to 
the rules for Artesamericas to apply for a TDC grant.  
 
In response to Chairman Moss’ inquiry regarding the rule for first time applicants, Mr. Spring 
noted the TDC policy was similar to a business development organization attracting new 
businesses.  Therefore TDC focuses on how to attract new tourism events, or for profit business, 
grants were awarded as an incentive to attract them to host the event in Miami-Dade County.  
With regards to comments made by Council members, Mr. Spring emphasized if TDC made an 
exception to allow this application, it would be based on a two part rational, which would include 
that the Arteamericas event was a major new component and had never applied for a TDC grant.  
He noted combining those two factors was enough rational for the Council to create an 
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exception. He also noted that exceptions to TDC rules should be examined on a case by case 
basis rather than changing the rules.  
  
Chairman Moss expressed his concern noting he did not want to set a precedence of making 
exceptions to set rules and guidelines.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Blumberg to make an exception to the TDC rule regarding first time 
applicants, and allow the representatives of Arteamericas to apply for a TDC grant.  This motion 
was seconded by Mr. Perry and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0 (City of Miami 
Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo Gort were 
absent). 
 

A.  Updated Budget/Financial Position and Funding Recommendations                                      
      for the FY 2010-11 First Funding Period 

 
Mr. Michael Spring provided an update regarding the TDC budget, financial position and 
funding recommendations for the fiscal year (FY) 2010 - 2011 first funding period.  He noted the 
new fiscal year budget totaled $1,187,127. Mr. Spring announced for the first time in the history 
of the TDC, the base budget totaled a million dollars, which was made possible by the annual 
increase of $25,000 received from the partnership agreement with the Greater Miami Convention 
Visitors Bureau, and the balance of the funding came from the tourist development tax and the 
hotel/motel food and beverage sur-tax.  
 
Mr. Spring noted the Council had been very conservative in its funding last year and as a result 
approximately $81,000 of unused funds were carried over and made available in this year’s 
budget. He also noted 28 out of the 31 applications requesting approximately $507,000 were 
from non-profit organizations.  Mr. Spring advised three (3) applicants were for-profit 
organizations, and three (3) applicants were organizations requesting grants for the first time.  He 
stated 27 applicants were for continuing projects, and one (1) applicant was eligible for ongoing 
projects that had completed a five year cycle.     
 
Mr. Spring noted the TDC Sub-committee met and made a recommendation of a total of 
$219,500 for 24 organizations,  and a total of $121,400 for the seven targeted set aside 
organizations.  Based on these recommendations, there would be a reserve fund totaling 
$100,000 and a total of $50,000 in the TDC’s shoulder season fund as well as sufficient funds for 
the remaining funding periods, he noted.   

 
V. Citizen’s Presentations 

 
VI. Grant Applications and Recommendations – First Funding Period 

 
A. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – Continuing  

 
 

A-1.   Actors’ Playhouse Productions, Inc.     Final Recommendation 
          $20,000 
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Ms. Barbara Stein expressed excitement regarding the Actors’ Playhouse Productions, Inc. event. 
She noted the newest playwrights would be featured and this season the Tony Award  and 
Pulitzer Prize winning play called “Next to Normal” would be featured as well as traditional 
plays and the big musicals like the opening of “Hairspray” this week. Ms. Stein noted the 
Actors’ Playhouse aired a commercial that was nationally televised, which included a significant 
Marquee that had repeated television airings that initiated an obligation from the City of Coral 
Gables to repair the Marquee, in addition to a grant awarded by American Express to complete 
some historic renovations of the kiosk in front of the Actors’ Playhouse. Ms. Stein expressed 
appreciation to the Council for its support.  
 
Later in the meeting, Ms. Olga Ramudo proposed an increase of funding from the recommended 
$14,000 to $25,000 for the Actors’ Playhouse.  She commended the work efforts of the 
Playhouse staff in bringing cultural theatre productions to Coral Gables.   
 
Mr. Blumberg pointed out that Ms. Ramudo’s proposal would require doubling the 
recommended amount and noted his recommendation was to increase the grant to $20,000.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council to increase the FY 2011-2012 First 
Funding Period recommendation for the Actors’ Playhouse from $14,000 to $20,000.  This 
motion was seconded by Ms. Olga Ramudo and upon being put to a vote passed by a vote of 6-0 
(City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo 
Gort was absent). 
 
 

A-11.   Miami Short Film Festival    Final Recommendation 
          $10,000 
 Mr. William Vella, representing Miami Short Film Festival expressed appreciation to the 
Council for its yearly support.  He noted his excitement about the partnership with the New 
Times, who is investing $50,000 in marketing the Festival. He spoke of the partnership between 
WLRN news and Miami Short Film Festival to produce nine shows as well as other media and 
advertising networks.  Mr. Villa noted this was the 10th anniversary of the festival that would be 
held at the Colony Theater in Miami Beach.  He also pointed out the partnership between the 
Miami Short Film Festival and the Raleigh Hotel.  Mr. Vella further noted a spin off of an 
alternative festival called Cellfest would feature short film shots from cellular phones that would 
be featured in Panama this year.  
 
A-14.   Seraphic Fire, Inc.       Final Recommendation 
          $10,000 
Mr. Joey Quigley, Artistic Administrator, Seraphic Fire noted this month was the beginning of 
Seraphic Fire’s 10th season as Miami’s professional chamber choir and orchestra.  He noted a 
recent survey taken from the National Service Organization for Choirs, Choir America reflected 
3.5 million Americans were choral singers, which Seraphic Fire hoped to target.  Mr. Quigley 
pointed out that the survey also reflected these choral singers were hyper consumers who 
attended cultural events at a rate of two to one in comparison to the normal population.   He 
spoke about the various media used by Seraphic Fire such as The Voice, Coral Net and 
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American Organist in an effort to make Miami a Hub for tourists.  He noted Seraphic Fire 
released three new albums that were rated with the top 20 of the iTunes Classical Music Chart.  
Seraphic Fire released a CD entitled “Brahms Requiem” and received more than 10,000 views 
on YouTube, noted Mr. Quigley.   
 

C.  Special Events/Promotions (For – Profit) Organizations Continuing  
 
C-2.    Lumana Global Corporation    Final Recommendation 
          $5,000 
        
Mr. Davis Brown, Representative, Lumana Global Corporation noted the Downtown Miami 
River Walk Festival had been very successful.  He noted the River Walk Festival was the best 
outdoor Miami venue that hosted approximately 35 vendors with an average of 500 attendees.  
Mr. Brown noted this multicultural event featured a different country annually.  He spoke about 
the different featured countries, which included the Bahamas, and Jamaica would be featured in 
celebration of Jamaica’s independence next year. Mr. Brown noted this year’s festival was a 
great representation of the Haitian culture featuring a gourmet Haitian chef cook-off, and media 
coverage would be on several websites and radio stations.   
 
Following Citizen’s Presentations, Chairman Moss requested the Council members to take a vote 
on the FY 2011-2012 First Funding Period recommendations in Section VI. A except Agenda 
Items VI. A1., A 5, and A 10.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendations within Section A except Agenda Items A-1, A-5, and A-
10.  This motion was seconded by Mr. William Perry III, and upon being put to a vote, passed by 
a vote of 6-0 (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami 
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort was absent).   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the Community AIDS Resource, Agenda Item VI. A-
5 event in the amount of $17,500.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being 
put to a vote passed by a vote of 5-0 (Mr. George Cozonis recused due to conflict of interest; 
City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo 
Gort was absent) 
 
Mr. Stuart Blumberg proposed an increase FY 2011-2012 First Funding Period Subcommittee 
recommendation from $20,000 to $25,000 for Miami Book Fair International, Agenda Item VI. 
A-10.  He noted this was a huge international event, which needed more funding.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Gene Prescott that the Council approve an increase to the FY 2011-2012 
First Funding Period Subcommittee recommendation from $20,000 to $25,000.for Miami Book 
Fair International, Agenda Item VI. A-10.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Stuart Blumberg 
and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 5-0 (Ms. Olga Ramudo recused due to conflict 
of interest; City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami 
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort was absent). 
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It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the Italian Film Festival Inc., in Section B, Agenda 
Item VI. B-1 and Teatro en Miami Corp, Agenda Item VI B-2.  This motion was seconded by 
Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote passed by a vote of 6-0 (City of Miami Beach 
Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo Gort, and Mr. Rex Oleson 
was absent). 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the 7th Circuit Production Inc., Section C, Agenda 
Item C-1,  and Lumana Global Corporation Agenda Item C2.  This motion was seconded by Mr. 
William Perry III and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0 (City of Miami Beach 
Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo Gort was absent). 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the Mela Inc, Section D Agenda Item D-1.  This 
motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0 
(City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo 
Gort was absent). 
 
It was moved by Mr. Gene Prescott that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the Miami Light Project Inc, Section E, and Agenda 
Item E-1.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote, passed by 
a vote of 6-0 (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami 
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort was absent). 
 
Chairman Moss noted that Mr. Prescott left the room because he had a conflict of interest with 
agenda item F-1, Florida International University Board of Trustees, for the benefit of Institute 
for Public Management.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for the Florida International University Board of 
Trustees, Agenda Item F-1, for the benefit of Institute for Public Management.  This motion was 
seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 5-0 (Mr. Gene 
Prescott recused from voting; City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, City of Miami 
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort was absent). 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the Council approve the FY 2011-2012 First Funding 
Period Subcommittee recommendation for Agenda Items F-2 through F-7.  This motion was 
seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 6-0 (City of 
Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo Gort 
was absent). 
 
In closing Mr. Blumberg pointed out at the last TDC meeting Chairman Moss expressed concern 
regarding the close location of two Miami Beach Visitor’s Centers. Mr. Blumberg asked staff 
whether any research was conducted to determine if the two centers complimented each other 
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rather than competing with each other. He also asked that staff evaluate both centers to determine 
how much of a profit was made and/or the providing services.  
 
Agenda Item No.   Organization Name            Final Recommendation  
 
     VI. A-2.   Alyans Atizay Ayisyen, Inc.     $9,000 
     VI. A-3.   Bayfront Park Management Trust  $5,250 
    Corporation 
     VI. A-4.   Classical South Florida, Inc.    $9,000 
     VI. A-5.   Community AIDS Resource, Inc  $17,500 
    Dba Care Resource 
     VI. A-6.   Edge Zone, Inc.     $6,750 
     VI. A-7.   Exponica International, Inc.    $9,000 
     VI. A-8.    Fundarte, Inc.      $10,000 
     VI. A-9.   Greater South Dade/South Miami/  $5,000 
    Kendall Chamber of Commerce DBA 
    Chamber South 
     VI.  A-10.   Miami Book Fair International, Inc.   $20,000 
     VI.  A-12.   Museum of Contemporary Art, Inc   $9,000 
    (MoCA) 
     VI.  A-13.   Mystery Park Arts Company, Inc  $6,750 
    dba SoBe Institute of the Arts  
     VI.  A-15.    The Dance Now! Ensemble, Inc  $5,000 
     VI.  A-16.    The Dave and Mary Alper Jewish  $9,000 
    Community Center, Inc.  
     VI.  A-17.    Tigertail Productions, Inc.    $8,750 
     VI.  A-18.    University of Miami School of Music $9,000 
     VI.  B-1.   Italian Film Festival, Inc.    $7,500 
     VI.  B-2.   Teatro en Miami Corp.    $10,000 
     VI.  C-1.   7th Circuit Production, Inc.    $2,000 
     VI.  D-1.   Mela, Inc.      $7,000 
     VI.  E-1.   Miami Light Project, Inc.    $15,000 
      
Targeted/Set-Aside 
 
Agenda Item No.   Organization Name            Final Recommendation  

  VI. F-1.    Florida International University Board $14,400 
    Of Trustees, for the benefit of Institute 
    For Public Management 
     VI. F-2.    M. Athalie Range Cultural Arts   $20,000 
    Foundation, Inc.  
     VI. F-3.   Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce $20,000 
     VI. F-4.   Miami Beach Latin Chamber of   $20,000 
    Commerce 
     VI. F-5.   Miami-Dade County Days, Inc.   $15,000 
     VI. F-6.    New World Festival     $12,000 
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     VI. F-7.     Tropical Everglades Visitor    $20,000 
    Association, Inc.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 11:41 
a.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      ______________________________ 
       Chairman Dennis C. Moss 
    Tourist Development Council 

 
 


