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The Tourist Development Council (TDC) convened in the Auditorium of the Miami Art 
Museum, 101 West Flagler Street, Miami, Florida, at 1:00 p.m. on January 25, 2012, there being 
present Chairman Dennis Moss and Members: Mr. Stuart Blumberg, Mr. William Perry III, Mr. 
Gene Prescott, and Mr. Miguel Waldo; (Members City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera 
Bower, Mr. George Cozonis, Ms. Olga Ramudo, and City of Miami Commissioner Wilfredo 
Gort were absent).  
 
The following staff members were present: Assistant County Attorney Thomas Logue; Mr. 
Michael Spring-Director, Mrs. Nikenna D. Benjamin, Grants Program Administrator, and Mrs. 
Liliana Hernandez, Grants Program Assistant, Department of Cultural Affairs; and Deputy Clerk 
Mary Smith-York.  
 
Mr. William Talbert, President, Greater Miami Convention Visitor’s Bureau, was also present. 
 
Chairman Moss called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m. and following opening remarks, he 
asked Council members to introduce themselves for the record. 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Department of Cultural Affairs, announced that this was the first 
meeting for Mr. Miguel Waldo, the Tourist Development Council’s newest member.  Mr. Spring 
summarized Mr. Waldo’s professional and scholastic experience and achievements.   
 
I.  Additions, Deletions, Withdrawals 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Department of Cultural Affairs Director, noted there were no additions, 
deletions, or withdrawals for today’s (1/25) agenda. 
 
II.  Conflict of Interest 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Department of Cultural Affairs Director, advised that a conflict of interest 
existed for a TDC member on any item before the TDC if any of the following conditions were 
met within the last three years: 

• the TDC Board Member was a paid staff member of an applicant organization;  
• the TDC Board Member contributed $1,000 or more to an applicant’s organization; or 
• the TDC Board Member served on the Board of Directors of an applicant’s 

organization. 
 
Mr. Spring noted the Conflict of Interest (COI) policy was also applicable to immediate family 
members of those TDC Board members to who met the above referenced conditions. 
 
Mr. William Perry, III noted he served as a member on the Orange Bowl Committee, along with 
Council member Mr. Gene Prescott.  Mr. Perry inquired as to whether this created a conflict of 
interest. 
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Mr. Stuart Blumberg recommended the COI Policy be amended to address the issue of TDC 
Board members serving as members of Committees of other Boards that make presentations 
before this Committee. 
 
Later in the meeting, Mr. Perry noted for the record that he and Mr. Prescott were members of 
the Orange Bowl Committee, a totally separate entity from the Junior Orange Bowl event.  He 
further noted the Orange Bowl Committee was not affiliated with the Junior Orange Bowl event 
and therefore, the Committee would avoid a loss of quorum because of COI issues. 
 
Assistant County Attorney Thomas Logue encouraged members who had concerns regarding 
conflicts of interest to contact the County Attorney’s Office prior to the meeting date to allow 
ample time for proper research.  He asked whether Members Perry or Prescott, or a family 
member or close associate had a financial interest in the entity receiving the grant. 
 
Upon hearing Mr. Prescott’s response that he conducted business with the Biltmore Hotel, 
Assistant County Attorney Logue recommended they contact the Ethics Commission Audit 
Committee for clarification on whether a conflict existed in this case. 
 
Mr. Spring suggested that Mr. Prescott abstain from voting on the item and that if quorum was 
lost, that the item be carried over to the next meeting. 
 
Chairman Moss concurred with Mr. Spring that item E-2 should be carried over to the next 
meeting. 
 
III.  Reports and Discussion Items 
 

A.  Updated Budget / Financial Position and Funding Recommendations for FY 
2011-12 Second Funding Period 

Mr. Michael Spring provided a brief overview of the Second Quarter Funding Period (January–
March) for the Tourist Development Council (TDC).   He noted the TDC began the new Fiscal 
Year (FY 2011-12) with a budget of a little more than $1,187,000, which was divided equally 
among the four quarters.  Mr. Spring advised this quarter 24 applications were received, 
including 21 non-profit and three for-profit organizations, requesting approval for funding 
totaling $384,000.  He added, three (3) of the 24 represented new or first-time applicants, 16 
applicants were continuing projects, and five were eligible for the ongoing projects category.  
Mr. Spring stated the TDC met and recommended funding for all 24 organizations in the amount 
of $243,500.   
 
In response to Mr. Stuart Blumberg’s concern with the title “Shoulder Season Funds,” Mr. 
Spring explained why those funds available to address unforeseen or needed adjustments and/or 
unanticipated major project requests were called “Shoulder Season.”  Responding to 
Commissioner Moss’ suggestion that the funds could be called “Summer Funds,” Mr. Spring 
explained that this funding should not be limited to summer events. 
 
Upon Mr. Blumberg’s request, TDC members agreed to amend the language to reflect that the 
Shoulder Season Fund will simply be referred to a Reserve Funds as it is unnecessary to single 
out the summer as the Shoulder Season as the destination produces year round events. 
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IV.  Citizen’s Presentation 
Mr. Michael Spring, Cultural Affairs Department Director, requested the representatives of those 
organizations to make a brief statement in today’s presentations.   
 
V. Grant applications and Recommendations – Second Funding Period 
 
A. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – Continuing 
 
V.A-7.    National Gay and Lesbian Task Force  Final Recommendation $8,000 
Mr. Richard Murry, Founder/President of The Murry Agency, appeared before the Council and 
noted he was pleased to have been retained by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force for the 
past two years, as Public Relations Consultant, to represent the Winter Party Festival.  He stated 
the organization had reached out to a larger international audience, including Brazil, Spain and 
Europe.  Mr. Murry noted the recent partnership with Gay Village, Italy’s largest annual public 
event.  He stated international media outreach efforts were increased this year to bring in 
reporters from around the world, including Warsaw, Poland, to cover the event.  He noted efforts 
were also being stepped up to increase partnerships for travel operators, which currently 
consisted of Brazil, Italy, and throughout North America.  Mr. Murry noted the event had 
completed the room night obligation at the host hotel and was working on contracts for 
secondary overflow hotels on Miami Beach.  He stated print advertising and national 
publications efforts had been doubled locally and abroad and noted advertising to women was 
also increased.  Mr. Murry stated a new, dynamic, and more interactive Website was created and 
launched this year.  
 
V.A-8.    New Visions of South Dade, Inc.   Final Recommendation       $15,000 
Mr. Willie Brown, Jr. appeared before the Council and briefly explained the New Visions of 
South Dade, Inc.’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) parade and festival in the City of 
Homestead, FL.  He distributed handouts and noted the basis for Tourist Development Council 
dollars was hotel occupancy in the vicinity and time of the events.  Mr. Brown announced that 
during the MLK Celebration in Homestead and Florida City, hotel occupancy was near 90 
percent.  He distributed documents from Homestead Mayor Steven Bateman, who served as Co-
Grand Marshall of the Parade, and from Florida City Mayor Otis Wallace, adding that 
Commissioner Moss was attended the parade. 
 
In response to Mr. Brown’s inquiry regarding recipient organizations receiving funds prior to the 
events, Mr. Spring advised that the Council’s goal was to advance the review process as 
sufficiently for County Commission review as possible.  He noted several issues impacted the 
process, including the Fiscal Year beginning in October. 
 
V.A-11.   The Miami Bach Society, Inc.   Final Recommendation $8,000 
Ms. Kathryn Gaubatz, Executive Director, The Miami Bach Society, Inc. (MBS), appeared 
before the Council and noted her organization had received the support and interest of the Coral 
Gables Chamber of Commerce.  She stated the Society appeared before the Chamber’s 
Directors’ Meeting, for the first time, and was able to distribute information and sell tickets 
during that time.  Ms. Gaubatz noted the Biltmore Hotel was proving a block of rooms at a good 
rate and was also assisting with public relations efforts.  She noted MBS would present two films 
during this year’s film festival in Coral Gables: the first honoring a filmmaker from Trinidad and 
the second, Tous Les Matins du Monde, was a French Classic with music performed by Jordi 
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Savall.  Ms. Gaubatz stated MBS had received a grant in the amount of $25,000 from Knight 
Foundation. 
 
C. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – Ongoing 

 
V.C-3.    Rotary Foundation of South Miami, Inc. Final Recommendation $5,000 
Ms. Wendy Lapidus, Chairwoman, South Miami Rotary Arts Festival, appeared before the 
Council and noted her organization had implemented the following changes this year: utilizing 
national applications; increased the number of food vendors; acquired a new marketing plan 
donated by a bona-fide marketing expert, and broadcast more advertisements online and on the 
airwaves. 
 
D. Special Events/Promotions (For-Profit) – First Time   
V.D-1.   Arteamericas, Inc.      Final Recommendation       $15,000 
Mr. Emilio Calleja, Vice President, Arteamericas, Inc., appeared before the Council and noted 
this was his first appearance to request funding.  He provided a brief overview of the event’s 
framework, noting it was a Latin American Art Fair in its tenth year of existence.  Mr. Calleja 
listed the events and activities the Arteamericas partnered with, including Art Basel among 
others.   
 
V.D-2.    Corzo Castella Carballo Thompson Salman, P.A.  Final Recommendation $5,000 
Mr. Javier Saalman, Director of Urban Planning & Grants Services, Corzo Castella Carballo 
Thompson Saalman, P.A. (C3TS), appeared before the Council and presented an overview of the 
C3TS’ First Annual Event.  He noted the name was Bayfront Parkway: Meet Me in the Median! 
He distributed a memorandum highlighting the main idea and listing sponsors of the 5-day event. 
Mr. Saalman pointed out that the development of this type of park/greenway concept was 
identified in the Miami Downtown Development Authority’s Master Plan as a critical priority.  
He described plans for converting the six (6) surface parking lots, located downtown across from 
the Bayside Marketplace into an active urban park.  Mr. Saalman stated the goal was to make the 
collective downtown area exciting and noted the 25 sponsors were listed on back of the memo he 
distributed earlier.  He noted C3TS was working on a financial partnership with the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA), which was a major sponsor for this project, and listed other 
financial contributors, including the Miami Marlins.  Mr. Saalman advised the dates for this 
event would be February 29th through March 4th, and asked the Council to allocate $10,000 
rather than $5,000 to allow sufficient marketing for this first annual event. 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Cultural Affairs Department Director, recommended accepting the funding 
recommendation for this event and to observe the performance outcomes, adding that it had been 
successful in other areas.  
 
Mr. Blumberg expressed concern with changing the funding policy for one applicant, which 
might initiate a stream of applicants requesting additional funding.   
 
E. Sports (Non-Profit) – Continuing 
 
V.E-1.   Greater Miami Billfish Tournament, Inc. Final Recommendation $7,000 
Ms. Judy Layne, Yamaha Contender Miami Billfish Tournament, appeared before the Council 
and expressed appreciation for their continued support, adding that the Tournament was 
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approaching its 30th Anniversary.  She noted the Tournament was more than just a fishing trip 
and had donated over $650,000 to marine conservation and education scholarships.  Ms. Layne 
advised that all Tournament events were always open to public and served to showcase great 
conservation efforts.  She explained that the organization needed to conduct research projects 
and had expanded the events to increase participation both locally and nationally.  Ms. Layne 
asked the panel to allocate additional funding if possible. 
 
V.E-2.   Junior Orange Bowl Committee, Inc.  Final Recommendation
 Deffered 
Mr. Mark Pidal appeared before the Council and noted some specific tasks this project 
represented included Basketball Championships, a national high school event that moved to 
Doral Senior High School this year.  Mr. Pidal said the events were being expanded to include 
Wilson JV Tournaments.  He noted the project was celebrating the return of the International 
Chess events, announcing the partnership with Miami Dade College to increase their Chess 
Program recruitment activities.  He distributed handouts announcing the 50th Anniversary for 
Tennis Events with 6,500 representatives.  Regarding hotels, Mr. Pidal noted the reports were 
forthcoming; however, 45 percent of the hotels had reported 880 room nights during the event. 
 
F. Sports (For-Profit) - Continuing 
 
V.F-1.   Miami Tri Events LLC    Final Recommendation $8,250 
Mr. Christian Anderson, Manager, Miami Tri Events LLC, appeared before the Council and 
provided information regarding the Rohto Ironman 70.3 Miami Event, which entailed biking and 
running.  He noted the sold out event attracted 3,000 participants, and each participant brought 
approximately 2.7 people to the expo.  Mr. Anderson stated some of the hotels were sold out 
during the event which had a cost of $1.2 million and asked that any additional available funds 
be allocated to the event. 
 
Following consideration of those presentations listed on today’s agenda, Mr. Spring opened the 
floor to allow presentations that were not included on the agenda.  The following individuals 
appeared: 
 
V.A-2.   Council of International Fashion Designers      Final Recommendation  $15,000 
Ms. Beth Sobol, President, Miami Beach International Fashion Week, appeared before the 
Council and noted this was the 14th year of the event.  She noted the organization’s goals for this 
year and spoke about the $20 million economic impact this event brought to the community.  
 
V.C-2.  National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts, Inc.     

Final Recommendation       $15,000 
Ms. Rebecca Gentin, Vice President of External Relations, National Foundation for 
Advancement in the Arts appeared before the Council, and expressed appreciation for the 
continued support.  She noted the event allowed room nights to be booked in excess of the 
requested 2,000, and put back into the community through production working with artists for 
almost $1.1 million.  Ms. Gentin noted attendance was increased to 5,000 people each of six 
nights consecutively and over 12,000 people watching as the program streamed live on the 
Website the six nights.  She stated they increased their partnership outreach to include radio and 
television. 
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V.C-5.  Women’s International Film and Arts Festival, Inc.   Final Recommendation $9,000 
Ms. Yvonne McCormick-Lyons, Supporter of the Women’s International Film and Arts Festival, 
appeared before the Council and noted the expressed appreciation on behalf of the organization.  
She noted Actress Vivica A. Fox would serve as Primary Chair and Advisor for the 2012 
Festival.  Ms. McCormick-Lyons provided additional information regarding the “Pitch Miami” 
component and noted several investors had been identified who were willing to contribute to a 
film made in Miami.  She presented an open invitation to anyone who had a film with a women 
taking part in the production and the film taking place in Miami, to submit their scripts for 
consideration.  Ms. McCormick-Lyons stated the TDC dollars would be invested in bringing 
people back to shoot films here and to Showcase Miami in production and television.  She 
requested an additional $25,000 allocation if the budget allowed. 
 
It was moved by Mr. William Perry that the funding recommendation for Item C-5 be $9,000.  
This motion was seconded by Mr. Stuart Blumberg, and upon being put to a vote, passed by a 
unanimous vote of those members present. 
 
 
G. Government (Non-Profit) – Continuing  
 
V.G-1   City of Miami Gardens          Final Recommendation $20,000 
Mr. William Talbert provided a brief overview of the Jazz in the Gardens event and noted it was 
becoming an internationally recognized event.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the funding recommendation for Items A-2 and A-8 
be increased to $15,000.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss, and upon being put to a 
vote, passed by a unanimous vote of those members present.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the funding amount for Item G-1 be increased to 
$20,000.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss, and upon being put to a vote, passed by 
a unanimous vote of those members present. 
 
 
It was moved by Mr. William Perry that the Council approve all the FY 2011-12 Second 
Funding Period recommendations, as amended, except Agenda Items E-2 and D-2. This motion 
was seconded by Mr. Gene Prescott, and upon being put to vote, passed by a vote of 5-0. (City of 
Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower, Mr. George Cozonis, Ms. Olga Ramudo, and City of 
Miami Commissioner Gort Wilfredo were absent).  

 
Agenda Item No Organization Name                                             Final Recommendation 
V.A-1.    Center for Advancement of Jewish        $   5,000 
   Education, Inc. 
V.A-3.   Dr. Martin Luther Kind, Jr.         $ 13,500 
   Parade and Festivities Committee, Inc. 
V.A-4.   Historical Association of Southern Florida, Inc.  $   9,000 
V.A-5.   Miami Design Preservation League    $  22,500 
V.A-6.   Miami International Film Festival    $  20,000 
V.A-9.   South Florida Bluegrass Association, Inc.   $    5,000 
V.A-10.  The Cultural Council, Inc.     $    6,750 
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