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CLERK’S SUMMARY OF MEETING AND OFFICIAL MINUTES 
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

MEETING OF OCTOBER 31, 2012 
 
 
The Tourist Development Council (TDC) convened on October 31, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. in the Department 
of Cultural Affairs, Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 N.W. First Street, 6th Floor - Front Conference Room.  
The TDC members present were Chairman Dennis Moss and members City of North Bay Village 
Commissioner Stuart Blumberg, Mr. George Cozonis, Mr. William Perry III, and Ms. Olga Ramudo (Mr. 
Gene Prescott was late).  (City of Miami Beach Mayor Matti Herrera Bower, City of Miami 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones, and Mr. Miguel Waldo were absent). 
 
The following staff members were also present:  Mr. Michael Spring, Director of the Miami-Dade 
Department of Cultural Affairs; Mrs. Nikenna Benjamin, Projects Administrator; Mrs. Liliana Hernandez, 
Grants Program Assistant; Assistant County Attorney Daniel Frastai; and Deputy Clerk Flora Real. 
 
Mr. Bill Talbert, President of the Greater Miami Convention Visitor’s Bureau, was also present. 
 
Chairman Moss called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m., and he asked council members to introduce 
themselves for the record. 
 
I. Additions, Deletions, Withdrawals 
 
Pursuant to Chairman Moss’s inquiry, Mr. Spring stated there were no changes to the agenda. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the agenda be set as presented.  This motion was seconded 
by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 5-0.  (Mayor Herrera 
Bower, Mr. Prescott, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent). 
 
II.  Conflict of Interest 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Director of the Miami-Dade Department of Cultural Affairs, explained the Conflict 
of Interest Ordinance requirements and the obligation of TDC members to disclose any conflict of 
interests. 
 
Mr. Gene Prescott declared a conflict of interest in connection with the applications of Florida 
International University (FIU) and GableStage, Inc.  
 
III. Reports and Discussion Items 
 
Mr. Michael Spring stated the agenda package contained a memorandum providing a status report on 
funding for the FY 2012-13 for the TDC.  He stated the TDC was beginning its FY 2012-13 budget year 
in a strong position due to an increase in its budget as a result of the ongoing agreement with the Greater 
Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau and the $176,627 carried over from FY 2011-12.  He noted those 
funds were allocated over the four quarters based on an analysis of historical grant allocations for each 
quarter to allow each TDC applicant the opportunity to achieve relatively similar funding level regardless 
of which quarter the applicant submits to, and the current balance in the Reserve Fund was $140,000 to 
address new and/or unanticipated project requests during the year. 
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Mr. Spring noted the annual targeted/set aside TDC grant recommendations included in this package were 
essentially grant recommendations for the visitor centers and a few events/activities pulled out of the 
competitive process because the TDC wished to maintain a constant level of funds for those events. 
 
Pursuant to Commissioner Blumberg’s inquiry, Mr. Spring affirmed the funding recommendation for the 
LGBT Visitor Center was a new project.  He noted the M. Athalie Range event and the Coral Gables 
calendar event were suspended. 
 
Mr. Spring reviewed the application process, noting twenty six (26) applications were received for the 
first funding quarter requesting a total of $449,000 in funding.  He noted twenty-three (23) out of the 
twenty six (26) applicants were non-profit organizations and three (3) applicants were for-profit 
organizations.  He advised four (4) applicants were new or first time projects, sixteen (16) were 
continuing projects, and six (6) were eligible under the ongoing projects category.  He said that the TDC 
Subcommittee had recommended a total of $294,000 in funding for the 26 applicants for the first funding 
period and were subject to adjustments if the TDC wished to do so. 
 
  V. Citizen’s Presentations 
 
Chairman Moss opened the floor to citizen’s presentations. 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Director of the Miami-Dade Department of Cultural Affairs, reminded those wishing 
to make a citizen’s presentation that speeches were limited to two (2) minutes and comments should be 
restricted to providing new information.  He explained the rules for citizen’s presentations. 
 
Following Mr. Spring’s comments, the following persons appeared before the TDC members to speak on 
their funding request: 
 

1. Ms. Barbara Stein, Actor’s Playhouse Productions, Inc. 
2. Ms. Irene Warner, Jewish Museum of Florida 
3. Ms. Lisa Abrams, Artistic Administrator, Seraphic Fire, Inc. 
4. Ms. Victoria Mallette, Fundraising Manager, and Ms. Allison Diego, Executive Director, 
             Parks Foundation of Miami-Dade, Inc. 
5. Mr. Anthony Albelo, Ocean Promotions & Events, LLC 
6. Ms. Inge Nissen, Associate Head Coach, Women’s Basketball Team, Florida International 

University 
7. Ms. Ibis  Romero, Executive Director, City of Sunny Isles Beach Tourism and Marketing 

Council and the Sunny Isles Beach Jazz Fest 2012 
8. Ms. Cristina Rodriguez-Acosta, Florida International University Board of Trustees, for the 

benefit of Institute for Public Management, Annual Inter-American Conference of Mayors and 
Local Authorities 

9. Mr. Steven Adkins, President, MDGLCC Foundation, Inc. 
10. Mr. Phillippe Pautesta-Herder, Producer, Miami Nice Jazz Festival, Inc. 
11. Ms. Ana Cecilia Velasco, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, City of Miami 

Beach Chamber of Commerce  
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Commissioner Blumberg pointed out to Mr. Albelo a typographical error on the Grovetoberfest’s “Post-
Event Survey Results” graph, and he asked that the percentage of persons shown in the graph as saying no 
be corrected from 94% to 7.94% to reflect the correct percentage. 
 
Chairman Moss questioned how the Miami Nice Jazz Festival would address any future performer’s 
failure to fulfill the terms stipulated in the performer’s contract. 
 
Mr. Pautesta-Herder responded that what happened at the performance scheduled for October 26, 2012, 
had been an isolated incident because Ms. Dee Dee Bridgewater had been the only artist who failed to 
follow the original terms of the contract; and she was allowed to perform because the artist was the 
Ambassador of the Festival. 
 
Chairman Moss expressed his wish to have these types of issues addressed for future events and have 
incidents of this nature prevented from happening again. 
 
In response to Ms. Ramudo’s question regarding how Actor’s Playhouse Productions had obtained the 
booking information on the actual number of hotel rooms booked last year, Ms. Stein advised that the 
information regarding the 2,500 rooms booked last year was obtained from phone calls received and the 
zip codes.  She noted the rooms were booked by visitors and actors. 
 
Chairman Moss stated he liked the graphic presentation made by Mr. Albelo for Ocean Promotions & 
Events, LLC. 
 
In response to Chairman Moss’s question, Mr. Spring advised that the next step was to review and 
approve the funding recommendations before the TDC members either as a package or by section unless 
anyone wished to amend the recommendations. 
 
Chairman Moss suggested that the funding recommendations be approved by section. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendations except for Applications Numbers VI.A-4 
and VI.A-7.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion 
passed by a vote of 6-0. (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were 
absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendations for Applications Numbers VI.A-4 and VI.A-
7.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a 
vote of 5-0 (Mr. Prescott abstained).  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. 
Waldo were absent) 
 
Mr. Perry recommended the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number 
VI.B-1, Olympia Center, Inc., be increased by $2,500 to $10,000; and Chairman Moss opened the floor 
for discussion.
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In response to Commissioner Blumberg’s question regarding whether this would set precedence to have 
the funding recommendation increased for future events, Mr. Perry stated that was not the case. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Perry that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) approve the 
funding recommendation for Application Number VI.B-1 as amended to increase funding from $7,500 to 
$10,000.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Prescott; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a 
vote of 5-1 (Commissioner Blumberg voted no).  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, 
and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number VI.B-2.  This motion 
was seconded by Mr. Perry; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 6-0.  (Mayor 
Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Ms. Ramudo that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) approve the 
TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number VI.C-1.  This motion was 
seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 6-0.  (Mayor 
Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendations for Application Numbers VI.D-1 and VI.D-
2.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Perry; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 
6-0.  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendations for Application Numbers VI.E-1 through 
VI.E-6.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed 
by a vote of 6-0.  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number VI.F-1.  This motion 
was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 6-0.  
(Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number VI.G-1.  This motion 
was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 5-0 (Mr. 
Prescott abstained).  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent) 
 
Mr. Spring reminded the TDC members that Mr. Prescott would abstain from voting on Application 
Number VI.H-1. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Blumberg that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) 
approve the TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendations for Application Numbers VI.H-2 through 
VI.H-7.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed 
by a vote of 6-0.  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were absent)  
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It was moved by Ms. Ramudo that the members of the Tourist Development Council (TDC) approve the 
TDC Subcommittee’s funding recommendation for Application Number VI.H-1.  This motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Blumberg; and upon being put to a vote, the motion passed by a vote of 5-0 
(Mr. Prescott abstained).  (Mayor Herrera Bower, Commissioner Spence-Jones, and Mr. Waldo were 
absent) 
 
VI.  Grant Applications and Recommendations – First Funding Period 
                                                                                                                                       TDC 
                                                                                                               Grant      Subcommittee        Final      
                                                                                                              Request   Recommendation   Action 

A. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – Continuing 
 

1. Actor’s Playhouse Productions, Inc.                                  25,000           15,000           15,000 
25th Anniversary Mainstage Season        

2.  Bayfront Park Management Trust                                      15,000            5,000             5,000 
Downtown Miami’s 2012 New Year’s Eve Celebration 

3. Community AIDS Resource, Inc., dba Care Resource     15,000          15,000          15,000 
White Party Week 2012 

4. GableStage, Inc.                                                                    25,000          10,500          10,500 
2012-2013 Season 

5. Greater South Dade/South Miami/Kendall Chamber of   15,000           5,000            5,000 
Commerce dba Chamber South 
 41st Annual South Miami Arts Festival 

6. Italian Film Festival, Inc.                                                       15,000          6,750           6,750 
2012 Italian Film Festival 

7. Jewish Museum of Florida                                                     15,000          5,000           5,000 
Project Mah Jongg – Marketing for Exhibit and Programs 

8.  Miami Book Fair International, Inc.                                    25,000        25,000         25,000 
 Miami Book Fair International  

9. Seraphic Fire, Inc.                                                                     9,000          8,750           8,750 
Seraphic Fire’s 11th Season – Fall Performances  

10. Teatro en Miami Corp.                                                           15,000          9,000           9,000 
TEM Fest 2012 

11. The Dance Now! Ensemble, Inc.                                              5,000          5,000           5,000 
Fall for Dance NOW! 

12. The Musical Arts Association of Miami, Inc.                        15,000          8,000          8,000 
The Cleveland Orchestra Miami 2012-13 Season 

13. Tigertail Productions, Inc.                                                      10,000          7,500          7,500 
Tigertail International & Special Events 

                
B. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – First Time  

 
1.  Olympia Center, Inc.                                                             15,000          7,500        10,000 

2012 Recent Cinema from Spain 
2. Parks Foundation of Miami-Dade, Inc.                              15,000        15,000        15,000   

Ribfest 2012                                                                            
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TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (TDC) 
October 31, 2012 

Prepared by: Flora Real  
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NO. DATE ITEM # DESCRIPTION 

1 10/31/2012  MEMORANDUM TO THE TDC MEMBERS ANNOUNCING 
SCHEDULED MEETING 

2 10/31/2012  AGENDA 

3 10/31/2012  ROLL CALL 

4 10/31/2012  APPLICATION SUMMARY WORKSHEET (ORIGINAL) 

5 10/31/2012  APPLICATION SUMMARY WORKSHEET (AS AMENDED) 

6 10/31/2012  MEMORANDUM FROM MR. MICHAEL SPRING RE:  BUDGET 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY 2012-2013 FIRST FUNDING 
PERIOD 

7 10/31/2012  MEMORANDUM FROM MR. MICHAEL SPRING RE:  BUDGET 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY 2012-2013 ANNUAL 
TARGETED/SET-ASIDE GRANTS 

8 10/31/2012  APPLICATIONS FOR FIRST FUNDING PERIOD 

9 10/31/2012  EXHIBITS 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: Tourist Development Council Members DATE: October 24,2012 

FROM: Honorable Dennis C. Moss 
Chairperson 
Tourist Development Council 

SUBJECT: Tourist Development 
Council FY 2012-2013 
First Quarter Funding 
Meeting 

The Tourist Development Council's FY 2012-2013 First Quarter Funding Meeting has been scheduled 
for Wednesday, October 31,2012 at 2:00 pm. Please note that the hearing is scheduled to take 
place at the Stephen P. Clark Center, located at 111 NW First Street. The meeting will be held 
on the 6" floor in the De~arhnent of Cultural Affairs' front conference room. To this effect, I 
am enclosing the agenda package for this meeting. 

TDC Members: Commissioner Stuart L. Blumberg 
Mayor Matti Herrera Bower 
George Cozonis 
William Perry, Ill 
Gene Prescott 
Olga Ramudo 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones 

c: Honorable Carlos A. Gimenez, Mayor 
Lisa A. Martinez, Senior Advisor, Office of the Mayor 
Wayman Bannerman, Chief of Staff, Office of the Chairperson 
Daniel Frastai, Assistant County Attorney 
Michael Spring, Director, Department of Cultural Affairs 
Christopher Agrippa, Director, Clerk of the Board Division 
Madelin Rizzo, Finance Department 
Anita Gibboney, Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget 
Henry Sori, Director, Community Information and Outreach 
William Talbert, President and Chief Executive Officer, Greater Miami Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
Al West, Vice President, Finance, Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































