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The Tourist Development Council (TDC) convened in the 6th floor Conference Room at the 
Stephen P. Clark Government Center, 111 Northwest First Street, Miami, Florida, at 1:00 p.m. 
on February 7, 2013.  There being present Chairman Dennis Moss and members Mr. Stuart 
Blumberg, Mr. George Corzonis, Mr. Gene Prescott, and Ms. Olga Ramudo; Mr. William Perry 
III, was late; (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent).    
 
The following staff members were present: Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Department of 
Cultural Affairs; Mrs. Nikenna D. Benjamin, Grants Program Administrator; Assistant County 
Attorney Daniel Frastai; and Deputy Clerks Karen Harrison and Maryse Fontus. 
 
Mr. Bill Talbert, President of the Greater Miami Convention Visitor’s Bureau, was also present. 
 
Chairman Moss called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m.  He asked the Council members to state 
their names for the record. 
 
I. Additions, Deletions, Withdrawals 
 
There were no additions, deletions, or withdrawals from today’s agenda. 
 
II. Conflict of Interest 
 
Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Department of Cultural Affairs, indicated that a conflict of interest 
existed for a TDC member on any item before the TDC if any of the following instances applied: 
 

• the TDC Board Member was a paid staff member of an applicant organization; 
• the TDC Board Member served on the Board of Directors of an applicant’s organization;  
• and the TDC Board Member made a contribution of at least $1000 to an applicant’s 

organization within the last three years. 
 
Mr. Spring noted the Conflict of Interest (COI) policy also applied if an immediate family 
member of a TDC Board member fell into those categories.  
 
III.  Reports and Discussion Items 
 

A. Updated Budget/Financial Position and funding Recommendations for FY  
2012-13 Second Funding Period 

 
Mr. Michael Spring provided a brief update of the TDC budget, and he advised that TDC was in 
the second funding period of the fiscal year (FY) 2012-13 from January to March, based on the 
County’s fiscal year that began on October 1, 2012.  He explained that the TDC budget was 
divided into four quarters, and the record breaking budget totaled approximately $1.3 million 
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that was based on an annual allocation received the Tourist Development Room Tax and the 
Hotel/Motel Food and Beverage Surtax in addition to $25,000 annual funds received from the 
agreement with the Greater Miami Convention Visitors Bureau for the coffers of the TDC grants 
program. Additionally, Mr. Spring commented that the Council members continued to be 
conservative in allocating grant funds, which enabled TDC to carryover more than $182,000 
from last year.   
 
Mr. Spring noted 26 applications requesting funding that totaled $485,500 was received.  He also 
noted that 25 applications were from non-profit, four (4) applications were new or first timers, 18 
applicants were for continuing projects that had completed a five year cycle, one (1) applicant 
was a for-profit organization, and four (4) were on-going projects, which was part of the five-
year formula.     
 
Mr. Spring announced that, based on the outcome of the TDC Subcommittee meetings that 
reviewed staff’s recommendations for these applications, the funding recommendations for these 
26 organizations totaled $295,350. Therefore, if the Council approved today’s (2/7) 
recommendations, there would be an adequate balance for the final two quarters of the year and 
the reserve balance would be approximately $119,000, which was available to the Council to 
make adjustments in grants or to address unanticipated opportunities during the course of the 
year.   
 
V. Citizen’s Presentations 
 
Mr. Michael Spring explained the procedures regarding today’s (2/7) citizen’s presentations, and 
he requested the representatives of those organizations to make a brief statement on new 
information.  He noted that representatives who had not registered would have the opportunity to 
make a short presentation following the order listed on the agenda. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the October 31, 2012 TDC Minutes be added to 
today’s (2/7) agenda.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and passed unanimously by 
those members present. 
 
Following no other comments or concerns regarding today’s (2/7) agenda, it was moved by Mr. 
Stuart Blumberg that the October 31, 2012 TDC Minutes be approved.  This motion was 
seconded by Chairman Moss, and upon being put to a vote, passed 6-0 (City of Miami Beach 
Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were 
absent).     
 
VI. Grant Applications and Recommendations – Second Funding Period 
 

A. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – Continuing 
 
VI A-2 Council of International Fashion Designers, Inc      Final Recommendation 
                      $17,000 
Ms. Beth Sobol, President of the foregoing applicant appeared before the Council and she noted 
that the organization was the producer of the Miami Fashion Week event.  She commented on 
the attraction of a large media presence by the event in 2012 and the attendance of worldwide 
designers as well as from Brazil.  Ms. Sobol noted the work efforts made with 12 local hotels 
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using about 5,000 room nights during the nine days of the event.  She announced the 
organization’s big kick-off and invited the Council members to attend this evening on South 
Beach.  Ms. Sobol commented on the marketing efforts and the creation of its own television 
show with the producers of “Wipe out Big Brothers.”   She noted this was Miami Fashion 
Week’s 15th year celebration and that it has continued to grow.  
 
Ms. Ramudo made a motion to increase the recommended award for an additional $5,000 for the 
foregoing applicant and this motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and reopened for 
discussion. 
 
Mr. Stuart Blumberg expressed concern that for the last two years he made a motion to increase 
the recommended award of the foregoing item from $12,000 to $15,000 and he was very 
supportive of this project, but to be consistent with his previous request he would like to increase 
the recommendation to $15,000.  
 
It was moved by Ms. Olga Ramudo that FY2012-2013 TDC Second Funding period award 
recommendation for the Council of International Fashion Designers, Inc. be increased from 
$12,000 to $17,000.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss, and upon being put to a 
vote, the vote passed 5-1, Mr. Stuart Blumberg voted No. (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie 
Herrera Bower and City of Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent).   
 
VI.       A-3. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Parade and Festivities     Final Recommendation 
                     $15,000 
Mr. Preston Marshall appeared before the Council and thanked the members for their support 
that had contributed to the success of the foregoing event.  He asked that the Council consider 
awarding an additional $5,000 because of the increased participation and expenses.   
 
VI.       A-4. Florida International University (FIU) Board of Trustees for the benefit   
  School of  Hospitality Management So. Bch Wine Fun & Fit as a Family  
                     Final Recommendation 
                       $10,500 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the foregoing FY2012-2013 TDC Second Funding 
period award recommendation for the FIU Board of Trustees for the benefit School of 
Hospitality Management be approved.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and upon 
being put to a vote, the vote passed 5-0, Mr. Gene Prescott abstained from voting (City of Miami 
Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones 
were absent). 
 
 
VI.        A-7. Miami City Ballet, Inc.                                                    Final Recommendation 
                              $15,000 
Ms. Caroline Murray appeared before the Council representing the foregoing applicant, and 
provided an update on a premiere event that took place at the Adrienne Arsht Center in January, 
which included working with William Scarlet, a British choreographer.  She commented on the 
partnership with several organizations regarding the project such as Virgin Atlantic Airways to 
maximize public exposure, which included a review from the New York Times newspaper.    
 
VI.       A-10. National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts, Inc     Final Recommendation 
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                           $13,500 
Ms. Elaine Parker, Assistant Director of the foregoing applicant appeared before the Council and 
thanked the members for their support. She commented on the success of the Young Arts Week 
2013 event concluded in January and the increase of participants, which from a survey reflected 
that 54% were Miami-Dade County residents and 4% were visitors from out of the country.   
 
Following the presentations, Ms. Olga Ramudo questioned whether there was a tracking system 
for the 1,600 room nights indicated on the application. 
 
Mr. Michael Spring noted, on behalf of Ms. Parker who had to leave, that this event brought high 
school students and families from countrywide to Miami and the room nights were possibly 
tracked by the number of participants; however, staff would further investigate and provide that 
information to the Council.  
 
VI.     A-11. National Gay & Lesbian Task Force          Final Recommendation 
                          $7,000 
Mr. Michael Bath representing the Winter Party Festival appeared before the Council.  He noted 
that it was the organization’s 20th year anniversary and the marketing efforts in partnering with 
organizations from Brazil.  Mr. Bath also noted the effort in starting new relationships with 
organizations in Italy, Spain and France.   He asked that the recommendation be increased to 
help with the marketing efforts. 
 
VI.     A-12. New World Symphony, Inc.          Final Recommendation 
                          $8,750 
Following the presentations, it was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the foregoing FY2012-
2013 TDC Second Funding period award recommendation for the New World Symphony, Inc. 
be approved. This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss and upon being put to a vote, the 
vote passed 5-0, Mr. George Cozonis abstained from voting (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie 
Herrera Bower and City of Miami Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent).   
 
VI. A-13.   Performing Arts Center Trust, Inc. dba Adrienne Arsht         Final Recommendation 
               $6,000 
Ms. Jodi Farrell representing the foregoing applicant appeared before the Council and noted the 
organization’s 6th Annual Flamenco Festival was forthcoming in March.  She pointed out that 
the strength of this project was based on partnerships and the other streams of resources, which 
included a statewide marketing campaign entitled “Viva Florida.”    
 
VI. A-14. Rotary foundation of South Miami, Inc.            Final Recommendation 
          $5,000 
Ms. Wendy Lapidus, Chair of the South Miami Arts Festival appeared before the Council 
representing the foregoing applicant and noted that a recent survey reflected that participants 
were coming from outside of the area for this event and the participation had grown.    
 
VI. A-15. The Key Biscayne Chamber of Commerce, Inc        Final Recommendation 
                     $15,000 
Ms. Kathye Susnjer representing the foregoing applicant appeared before the Council and 
thanked the members for their support.  She noted the challenge of the congested traffic crossing 
the Key Biscayne Bridge.  Ms. Susnjer commented on the marketing efforts made during the 
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Macys Thanksgiving Day Parade and that more outreach plans were implemented for the 3314 
Night Group.  She thanked the Council members for their support in these efforts.   
 
Responding to Mr. Stuart Blumberg’s inquiry regarding the organization’s position concerning 
the Miami Marine Stadium, Ms. Susnjer noted currently no position has been taken and what 
happens refers back to traffic studies that would be needed at this time, and depending on the 
capacity to handle the current infrastructures.     
 
Chairman Moss explained that the applicant requested $10,500, but once reviewed by the TDC 
Subcommittee, an alternative recommendation was made for $15,000.   
 
Additionally, Mr. Michael Spring explained that a number of visitor centers were considered as 
targeted set-asides to be funded every year because of their important role in informing people 
about the events, tourist attractions, hotels, and restaurants.  Therefore, the Key Biscayne 
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center was held in a competitive pool until it demonstrated the 
organization warranted a targeted grant.  He noted that this alternative recommendation made by 
staff was based on an evaluation that the organization was ready to move into the targeted 
category, which totaled a $20,000 set-aside funding for a visitor center; however, having not yet 
reached the warranted amount, the recommended $15,000 was made for the Key Biscayne 
Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center. 
 
VI. A-16. The Miami Bach Society, Inc     Final Recommendation    
                  $7,000 
Ms. Kathy Gaubatz appeared before the Council on behalf of the foregoing applicant and noted 
the marketing efforts made for the Tropical Baroque Music Festival XIV included a featured 
article in Welcome Magazine that would be published in March.  She also noted the 
organization’s 2013 brochure referred to Miami-Dade County, rather than just Coral Gables and 
the theme was on Italian Culture in the United States.  Ms. Gaubatz expressed appreciation for 
the Council’s support and asked that additional funding be considered. 
 
Following the presentation, it was moved by Ms. Olga Ramudo that the foregoing FY2012-2013 
TDC Second Funding period award recommendation for The Miami Bach Society, Inc., be 
approved.  This motion was seconded by Mr. George Cozonis, and upon being put to a vote, the 
vote passed 4-1, Mr. Stuart Blumberg voted No, and Mr. Gene Prescott abstained from voting 
(City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami Commissioner Michelle 
Spencer). 
 
VI. A-17. Women’s International Film & Art Festival Inc        Final Recommendation 
                     $8,100 
Ms. Yvonne McCormick-Lyons, Founder of Women’s International Film & Art Festival, Inc. 
appeared before the TDC Council and thanked them for their support over the years.  She 
announced that Jada Pinkett-Smith would be appearing at the opening night presentation of the 
8th Annual Women’s International Film & Arts Festival featuring a film entitled “Free Angela 
Davis” along with Lionscape Films, which was the leading film distribution company in the 
country. Ms. McCormick-Lyons commented on the media coverage and other well known artists 
that would be featured, and as an independent organization, she requested additional funding to 
help cover the expenses. 
 

February 7, 2013 Tourist Development Council Page 5 of 8 
 



B. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit)—First Time 
 

VI. B-1. IFCM Corp. dba Indie Film Club Miami       Final Recommendation 
                     $5,000 
Ms. Alexander, representing the foregoing applicant, appeared before the Council and noted the 
uniqueness of this event that took place February 1st -3rd, 2013; the special guests who attended; 
and visitors who came from Australia and Oregon.  Ms. Alexander noted there were over 2,000 
attendees at this event.  She also commented on efforts made to keep costs low to allow 
affordability and requested additional funding. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that FY2012-2013 TDC Second Funding period award 
recommendation for the IFCM Corp. dba Indie Film Club Miami be increased from $3,000 to 
$5,000.  This motion was seconded by Mr. William Perry III, and upon being put to a vote, the 
vote passed 6-0 (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent). 
 
VI. B-2. Village of Pinecrest – Pinecrest Gardens      Final Recommendation 
                     $7,500 
Following the presentations, it was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the foregoing FY2012-
2013 TDC Second Funding period award recommendation for the Village of Pinecrest be 
approved.  This motion was seconded by Chairman Moss, and upon being put to a vote, the vote 
passed 6-0 (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent). 
 

C. Special Events/Promotions (For-Profit) – First Time 
 
VI. C-1. LIGHTBOX PUBLISHING, INC.        Final Recommendation 
                     $10,000 
Following the presentations, it was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the foregoing FY2012-
2013 TDC Second Funding period award recommendation for the LIGHTBOX PUBLISHING, 
INC. be approved.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Gene Prescott, and upon being put to a 
vote, the vote passed 6-0 (City of Miami Beach Mayor Mattie Herrera Bower and City of Miami 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones were absent). 
 

D. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) – First Time 
 
VI. D-3. The Deering Estate Foundation, Inc  Final Recommendation 
           $10,000 
Ms. Mary Pettit, Director representing the foregoing applicant, appeared before the Council and 
thanked them for their support in developing the Annual Deering Seafood Festival on the Bay 
that would be held on March 24, 2013.  She noted that the event had attracted an increase of 
people from outside the area.  Ms. Pettit asked that the Council members consider increasing 
funding for this organization.    
 
VI. E-1. City of Miami Gardens   Final Recommendation 
         $25,000 
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Ms. Ula Zucker-Williams representing the foregoing applicant appeared before the Council, and 
she thanked them TDC Council for their support for the Jazz in the Gardens annual event.   She 
introduced Mr. Scott Gardner who was the producer for the event.   
 
Mr. Gardner, Anschutz Entertainment Group (AEG) noted this was the 8th Annual Jazz in the 
Gardens event and commented on the growth of the production and ticket sales as well as the 
line up of artists for the upcoming event, which included Mary, Mary, and Fantasia.  
  
Additionally, Ms. Zucker-Williams noted the event was nationally sponsored and would be 
featured in 11 Cities around the nation.  She also noted that Uptown Magazine had become a 
partner along with several other sponsors such as radio show host Michael Basin. 
 

G. Special Events/Promotions (Non-Profit) TV – First-Time 
 

VI. G-1.   Community Television Foundation of South Florida WPBT2    Final Recommendation 
                 $17,500 
Mr. Bill Hecker appeared before the Council and provided an update on the foregoing 
applicant’s project entitled Art Loft and the television show launched this week.  He noted that 
any additional funding received would go toward matching a commitment received from a 
supporting Foundation. 
 
Upon conclusion of the presentations, Ms. Nikenna Benjamin reported that Mr. William Perry III 
had a conflict of interest with Agenda Item F-1. Junior Orange Bowl Committee, Inc., and Mr. 
George Cozonis had a conflict with Agenda Item A-12. New World Symphony, Inc., and would 
recuse themselves from voting on these items.   
 
Additionally, Mr. Gene Prescott noted he had a conflict of interest with the following Agenda 
Items:  A-4 Florida International University Board of Trustees…, A-16 Miami Bach Society, 
Inc., and agenda item F-1. 
 
Chairman Moss noted the Council would take a vote on all the recommended awards except the 
following:  A-4 Florida International University Board of Trustees…, A-12 New World 
Symphony, Inc., A-16 Miami Bach Society, and F-1 Junior Orange Bowl Committee. 
 
Following further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Stuart Blumberg that the recommended 
awards by the Subcommittee for FY2012-2013 TDC Second Funding period be approved for the 
following remaining Agenda Items:  
 
Agenda Item No  Organization Name   Final Recommendation 
 
VI. A-1         Center for Advancement of Jewish Education, Inc           $5,000 

VI. A-5  Historical Association of Southern Florida, Inc    $8,000 

VI. A-6  Homestead Rodeo Association, Inc.      $13,500 

VI A-8   Miami Design Preservation League, Inc     $20,000 

VI. A-9.  Miami International Film Festival     $12,000 
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