


MIAMI-DADE COUNTY REDISTRICTING SUBCOMMITTEE 
CLERK’S SUMMARY AND FINAL OFFICIAL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 4, 2011 
 
The Miami-Dade County Redistricting Subcommittee convened at the Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center, 111 NW 1st Street, 10th Floor Citizens Independent Transportation 
Trust (CITT) Conference Room, Miami, Florida, on November 4, 2011, at 11:30 a.m. 
There being present upon roll call Chairwoman Audrey Edmonson and Commissioners 
Dennis C. Moss and Sally A. Heyman (Commissioner Bruno A. Barreiro was late; 
Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz was absent).  
 
In addition to the members of the subcommittee, the following guests and staff members 
were also present: Commissioner Jean Monestime, Assistant County Attorney Randy 
Duvall, Senior Planner Kimberly Brown, Planning Research Chief Manuel Armada, and 
Deputy Clerk Scott Rappleye.  
 
1 Roll Call 
 
Chairwoman Edmonson called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m. 
 
2A Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 19, 2011 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Moss that the Miami-Dade County Redistricting 
Subcommittee approve the Clerk’s Summary of Meeting and Official Minutes for 
October 19, 2011. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Heyman, and upon being 
put to a vote, passed by a vote of 3-0 (Commissioners Barreiro and Diaz were absent). 
  
3A Presentation of Draft Redistricting Plans (Consultant) 
   
Mr. Guillermo Olmedillo, President, Olmedillo X5, Inc., noted he met with each County 
Commissioner to get their feedback on the proposed redistricting boundaries. He briefly 
explained how each commissioner responded.  
  
Commissioner Jordan (District 1)  
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Jordan supported drafts 5 and 6.  
  
Commissioner Monestime (District 2) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Monestime was interested in an area within the City 
of North Miami Beach that was currently in District 4. He pointed out that Commissioner 
Monestime was also interested in the non-residential properties along the west side of 
NW 7 Avenue.  
  
Commissioner Edmonson (District 3)   
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Edmonson supported drafts 5 and 6. 
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Commissioner Heyman (District 4)  
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Heyman supported drafts 2, 5, and 6.  
  
Commissioner Barriero (District 5) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Barreiro had requested some edits to drafts 5 and 6. 
He explained that those edits were to reduce the area on the western edge of his district 
and compensate for that reduction with population going south on Brickell Avenue. He 
pointed out that a portion of land shaped like a triangle bounded by the Miami River and 
the Miami Canal was assigned to District 6, however, this portion of land had zero 
population and could be assigned to District 5. Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner 
Barreiro also wanted his district to cover Key Biscayne, however, Commissioner Suarez 
lived right at the entrance to the Rickenbacker Causeway. He explained that 
Commissioner Barreiro wanted the Venetian Islands as part of his district, which would 
require District 5 to incorporate some additional area north of the current boundary to 
include the Venetian Causeway.  
  
Commissioner Edmonson questioned what was located in the area that District 5 would 
acquire to include the Venetian Causeway. 
  
In response to Mr. Olmedillo noting the Miami Herald property was the additional area 
that District 5 would need to incorporate, Commissioner Barreiro noted he did not want 
to have that parcel in his district. 
  
Commissioner Sosa (District 6) 
Mr. Olmedillo explained that Commissioner Sosa supported every draft except for Draft 
4.  
  
Commissioner Suarez (District 7)  
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Suarez did not have any preferences regarding 
redistricting. He explained Commissioner Suarez expressed that redistricting should be 
driven by the technical and legal aspects.  
  
Commissioner Bell (District 8) 
Mr. Olmedillo explained that Commissioner Bell wanted to retain the portion of her 
district that would become part of District 7 in Draft 1. He noted District 7 would have to 
move east of SW 67 Avenue to accommodate Commissioner Bell’s request. Mr. 
Olmedillo pointed out that Commissioner Bell made additional requests that would not be 
substantial and could be accommodated through modifications to District 9. He clarified 
that drafts 5 and 6 could be used to satisfy Commissioner Bell’s requests.  
  
Commissioner Moss (District 9) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Moss wanted to retain a portion of south Homestead 
that had been moved to District 8. Mr. Olmedillo explained the boundary shared by 
districts 8 and 9 was large enough that Commissioner Moss’ request could be 
accommodated by changes to the shared boarder. He pointed out that Commissioner 
Moss was also interested in adding a small triangular area along South Dixie Highway.  
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Commissioner Heyman questioned whether the only jurisdictions that would be impacted 
by Commissioner Moss’ requested changes were those shared by Commissioners Bell 
and Moss.  
  
Mr. Olmedillo noted one change requested by Commissioner Bell would impact District 
7.  
  
Commissioner Souto (District 10) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted that Commissioner Souto wanted to have the boundary to his district 
move west, as opposed to south as proposed in drafts 5 and 6. He clarified that the 
westward shift would be along Coral Way and SW 16 Street and down to SW 88 Street. 
He pointed out that any area recommended for District 10 in drafts 5 and 6 that was south 
of SW 88 Street would become part of District 11, however, he would have to confirm 
that these changes would provide balanced population. Mr. Olmedillo clarified that he 
had not discussed Commissioner Souto’s requests with Commissioner Martinez. 
  
Commissioner Martinez (District 11) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Martinez had requested minor changes. He explained 
that the location of Florida International University, Tamiami Airport, and parks would 
influence the shared boundary between districts 10 and 11.  
  
Commissioner Diaz (District 12) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Diaz requested to retain the portion of the City of 
Hialeah that would become part of District 13. He also noted that Commissioner Diaz 
requested that his district be expanded to include Flagler Street and NW 107 Avenue 
where the Florida International University Engineering School was located.  
  
Commissioner Bovo (District 13) 
Mr. Olmedillo noted Commissioner Bovo requested servicing the area inside the 
Palmetto Expressway. He expressed concern that the population in this area was 25,000 
and either District 1 or District 12 would have to be modified to compensate. 
  
Mr. Olmedillo noted that drafts 5 and 6 would be a good common plan to work from for 
commission districts 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 12. He noted the other commissioners could 
work out their requests with neighboring commissioners in Government in the Sunshine 
meetings.   
  
Assistant County Attorney Randy Duvall advised the County Commission could submit 
any number of plans. He clarified that the Citizens Advisory Board could submit up to 
three plans to the County Commission and explain which one it preferred. He advised 
that the County Commission had full prerogative over the redistricting plan it would 
adopt. 
  
Responding to Commissioner Monestime’s request that Mr. Olmedillo restate what he 
had requested in their meeting, Mr. Olmedillo explained that Commissioner Monestime 
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wanted to work off of Draft 4. He noted that Commissioner Monestime was interested in 
an area in the City of North Miami Beach that was part of District 4, and that 
Commissioner Monestime wanted to serve both sides of the commercial corridor along 
NW 7th Avenue. He pointed out that Commissioner Monestime had expressed interest in 
serving the Biscayne Park area.  
  
Commissioner Monestime noted he discussed Draft 3 with Mr. Olmedillo much more 
than Draft 4. He explained that he wanted to retain Poinciana Industrial Park in his 
district. He suggested adding the area between NW 79 and 62 streets and the shared 
boundary between districts 2 and 3 and NW 17th Avenue to District 3 to replace 
Poinciana Industrial Park  
  
Chairwoman Edmonson noted she was not interested in the area proposed by 
Commissioner Monestime.  
  
Commissioner Heyman noted the area of North Miami Beach that Commissioner 
Monestime was interested in would be disenfranchised if it was serviced by District 2. 
  
Commissioner Monestime clarified that he was interested in the area between NE 15th 
and 19th avenues and south of NE 175 Street. 
  
Commissioner Heyman noted she still felt the area would be disenfranchised if that area 
was to be serviced by District 2. 
  
Following further discussion between Commissioners Heyman and Monestime regarding 
the area of interest, Commissioner Barreiro clarified that he was interested in an area on 
Brickell Avenue that started at 15th Road and went north that was the business section. 
He pointed out that the current boundary was 8th Street, which was the area where the 
foreign ambassadors were. Commissioner Barreiro explained that the advantage would be 
that he could deal with all of the business area issues holistically. He proposed to 
compensate for any population gains by losing the area west of NW 27th Avenue and 
south of NW 7th Street that he currently did not represent. Commissioner Barreiro 
explained he wanted to retain the triangle shaped area bounded by the Miami River and 
the Miami Canal for continuity purposes during the ongoing charrette.  
  
Regarding the Venetian Causeway, Commissioner Barreiro noted District 4 could extend 
further south along the beach to balance the population lost.  
 
Commissioner Heyman noted she was not interested in losing the Venetian Islands.  
 
Commissioner Barreiro explained that he could service all the waterfront communities if 
Key Biscayne was added to his district. He pointed out that his district would still be 
contiguous if Key Biscayne and Virginia Key were included without including the mouth 
of the Rickenbacker Causeway since Fisher Island was part of his district.  
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Commissioner Moss noted he thought Commissioner Bell and he could work out their 
issues, especially the South Dade Government Center. He stressed that he needed the 
areas in southwest Homestead and Florida City.   
  
Mr. Olmedillo suggested groups of commissioners impacted by the same issues meet in 
Government in the Sunshine meetings to work them out.   
  
Disscussion ensued between Chairwoman Edmonson and Mr. Olmedillo regarding the 
best method for proceeding with the restructuring process. 
  
In response to Chairwoman Edmonson’s request for help to form a motion, Assistant 
County Attorney Duvall advised the motion should be to request the consultant to submit 
drafts 5 and 6 as those that best reflect, at present, the collective desires of the Board of 
County Commissioners and best accommodate the various legal and redistricting 
requirements.  
  
It was moved by Commissioner Moss that the Subcommittee accept draft Nos. 5 and 6 as 
best reflecting the collective desires of the Board of County Commissioners and best 
accommodating the various legal and redistricting requirements at present; and that the 
Subcommittee direct the consultant to use these as working drafts as the redistricting 
process moved forward. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Heyman, and upon 
being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 4-0 (Commissioner Diaz was absent). 
  
Commissioner Heyman noted, for the record, that her district boundaries were limited 
with respect to where they could move. She pointed out that I-95 created a natural 
boundary for her to lose the area that was proposed to become part of District 1 in drafts 
5 and 6. She expressed a desire to continue servicing the Biscayne Park area. 
Commissioner Heyman noted it was better for the Venetian Islands to be part of District 
5, if all of them were going to be grouped together as one. She explained that the part of 
the John F. Kennedy Causeway that belonged to the City of Miami was better served as 
part of District 3. She noted she supported extending her district south along the beach to 
add the population that she needed. Commissioner Heyman noted she would meet with 
Commissioner Monestime to discuss the area he was interested in servicing.  
  
Commissioner Monestime noted he was interested in servicing the entire Biscayne 
Gardens area that was south of State Road 9 and east of NW 22 Avenue.  
  
Commissioner Heyman clarified that her previous comments were made with respect to 
the fact that those were communities of interest.  
  
Commissioner Moss questioned why the southern boundary of District 11 could not be 
extended along SW 152 Street out to the Everglades.  
  
Mr. Olmedillo noted he could look at making that adjustment. He clarified that the area in 
question represented huge blocks established by the census. 
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In response to Commissioner Moss’ inquiry regarding the consultant exchanging 
information with him about his interests, Assistant County Attorney Duvall advised that 
the consultant could not discuss redistricting unless it was in a Government in the 
Sunshine meeting. 
  
Commissioner Edmosnon noted the Subcommittee would send drafts 5 and 6 to the 
Citizens Advisory Board (CAB), and the CAB would send its recommendations to the 
County Commission.  
  
Assistant County Attorney Duvall advised the consultant would do its best to 
accommodate the requested changes to drafts 5 and 6 and would go forward with both 
drafts to the CAB. He advised that the CAB did not need to wait for the Government in 
the Sunshine meetings to conclude before it could begin its deliberations. He clarified the 
County Commission could continue to change the recommended districts provided by the 
CAB.  
  
Ms. Kimberly Brown, Senior Planner, Department of Planning and Zoning, noted the 
anticipated date for first reading of the redistricting ordinance would occur in early 
December and the final action would be in early January.  
  
Assistant County Attorney Duvall advised the County Commission would have to 
advertise the second reading of the redistricting ordinance and allow at least one week 
before having a special meeting of the County Commission to hold the public hearing and 
adopt the new districts.  
  
Mr. Olmedillo suggested the Government in the Sunshine meetings occur as soon as 
possible to allow him enough time to prepare the proposed ordinance early enough that it 
would not be 4-day ruled.   
  
Chairwoman Edmonson noted November 23, 2011, would be the deadline for the 
Government in the Sunshine meetings regarding redistricting.   
  
Commissioner Heyman suggested the Government in the Sunshine meetings be grouped 
together as part of one advertisement to cut costs to the County for advertising public 
meetings.   
  
Commissioner Heyman questioned how adding the Old St. Francis Island to her district 
would impact the population in her district.  
  
Commissioner Barreiro noted he would support dropping the shared boundary on the 
beach side down to the Fountainbleu area.  
 
Commissioner Heyman pointed out that 63 Street was a natural cross over.  
  
Commissioner Barreiro noted he did not want his district to grow further west.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business to come before the Subcommittee, the meeting adjourned 
at 1:02 pm.    
 
 
 
 
 
    ________________________________ 
          Audrey Edmonson, Chairwoman 

Page 7 of 7       Clerk’s Summary of Meeting and Official Minutes November 4, 2011 
                          Miami-Dade County Redistricting Subcommittee 



Miami-Dade County Redistricting Subcommittee 
November 4, 2011 

  
Prepared by: Scott Rappleye   

EXHIBITS LIST 

 
  

NO. DATE ITEM # DESCRIPTION 

1 11/4/2012 -- Meeting Agenda 

2 11/4/2012 2A October 19, 2012, Meeting Minutes 

3 11/4/2012 3A 2011 Redistricting Timeline 

4 11/4/2012 3A Proposed redistricting map Drafts 1-6 

5 11/4/2012 3A Population tables for map Drafts 1-6 
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