
Members of the Consular Corps of
Miami-Dade were honored on March
12 at the annual reception  sponsored
by the ITC, the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce and Baptist
Health International. In this photo the
consuls and trade officers surround
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, who was the keynote
speaker at the event. For story and
more photos please see
page 3.

A comprehensive study of how
major American cities promote
their international trade industry
has determined that Miami-Dade
ranks at the top in how it focuses
on and brands this vital economic
sector. No other metropolitan area
has an agency fully devoted to the
promotion of international trade
and as a result their efforts in this
area are deemed not as effective
as the ITC. 

The report, "International Trade

Promotion Among Major
American Cities", was conducted
by Florida International
University under the authorship of
Dr. Jerry Haar, Associate Dean for
International Affairs and profes-
sor of management and interna-
tional business. 
Commissioned by ITC in order to
gauge its effectiveness vis-à-vis
other important trading centers in
the U.S., the study investigated
the plans, structure, and opera-
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Message from
Shelly Smith-Fano

Chair of the Sister Cities
Coordinating Council

It is an honor to be the chair of
the Miami-Dade County Sister
Cities Coordinating Council
during these exciting times. We
made history with our success-
ful Fundraiser and Awards
Reception March 20th at the
Port of Miami's spectacular new
Terminal D. It was particularly
gratifying to see Mayor Carlos
Alvarez joining us to present the
first Walter Loy Award. This
award went to the man who has
done so much and has symbol-
ized our Sister Cities Program
for many years, our past chair,
Mr. Walter Loy. It is a thrill to
follow his example. The Miami-
Dade International Citizen of
the Year Award went to Mayor
Don Slesnick, equally as
deserving. Indeed a proud
moment for us all.

Our event was possible
through the hard work and
effort of all ITC staff and the
members of our Fundraising
Committee as well as the par-
ticipation and support of our
sponsors. We could not have
done it without them.

As the chair of the Coordinating
Council, I am also honored to
be a member of the ITC Board
of Directors. This designation
will allow me the opportunity to
insure that both organizations
work in tandem. I look forward
to working with our joint pro-
grams to further the goals of our
global community.

(Read more on page 2)

Consular Corps of Miami-Dade Was Honored at ITC-GMCC Reception

(Read more on page 3)

First Sister Cities Fundraiser and Awards
Reception Draws Hundreds

An estimated 250 guests attended the first Miami-
Dade County Sister Cities Fundraiser Reception
and Awards Ceremony, which was hosted by
Mayor Carlos Alvarez on March 20th at the Port of
Miami's new state-of-the-art cruise passenger
Terminal D. The event started at 5:30 p.m. Many
guests arrived early and several dozen were still
socializing when the Port's cleaning crews began
clearing the reception's site past 8:30 p.m. 

Mayor Alvarez presented the Miami-Dade County
International Citizen of the Year Award to Don
Slesnick, Mayor of Coral Gables; and the first
Walter Loy Service Award to Walter Loy, a distin-
guished member of Miami-Dade's international
business community and former chairman of the

Walter Loy, Mayor Carlos Alvarez and Coral Gables Mayor
Don Slesnick celebrate the awards.

Jana Sigars-Malina, departing vice
chair of the ITC Board of Directors,
receives a special recognition award
from ITC Chair Commissioner
Natacha Seijas at the March 12 meet-
ing of the Board. For other photos
please see page 4. 



Sister Cities Coordinating Council. Loy is presently
on the ITC's Board of Directors and chairman of its
European and Middle Eastern Trade Initiatives Ad
Hoc Committee. 

"We are here tonight to honor two outstanding mem-
bers of our community for their special international
contributions," said Mayor Alvarez. "These two men
relish and appreciate our international flavor.  They
understand how important it is to further our com-
munity's economic development and promote inter-
cultural understanding.   Sister Cities isn't their
hobby.  It's part of who they are."

"Both Mayor Slesnick and Mr. Loy have been
instrumental in furthering economic development
and promoting cultural understanding with our inter-
national friends," added  the mayor.  "The partner-
ships they helped create and foster will leave a last-
ing mark on our community."

ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda emceed the
event. In his introductory remarks he pointed out
that the Miami-Dade Sister Cities Program was
launched in 1975 under then Mayor Steve Clark.
Miami-Dade County currently has 23 Sister Cities
in five continents.

"Since that time, we have developed relationships
with twenty two other communities throughout the
world, and many of them also have developed Sister
Port agreements with the Port of Miami. Over the

years we have both gone and received missions from
many of these cities.  I can tell you unequivocally
that we have good friends all over the world."

Sister Cities Coordinating Council Chair, Shelly
Fano, said in her remarks: "Sister Cities embodies
the idea of working together across national borders
to achieve a common goal for the benefit of the
community, and the two individuals we honor here
tonight, Mr. Loy and Mayor Slesnick, truly repre-
sent the spirit of cooperation which is at the heart of
citizen diplomacy."

The event, which charged a $50 registration fee,
raised $5,570 for the Miami-Dade County Sister
Cities Program's community outreach and citizen
diplomacy activities.  Founded more than 50 years
ago by President Dwight Eisenhower, the goal of
Sister Cities is to create and strengthen partnerships
between U.S. and communities around the world
through municipal cooperation, cultural understand-
ing, and economic development activities. 

There were 13 sponsors that supported the event.
The major sponsors were the Port of Miami,
CAMACOL, Carnival Cruise Lines, Ibese Wine
Distributors and Philip Martin. Other sponsors
included Miami Dade College, Blend Wine and
Spirits, Dolce Fiesta Cookies, Trattoria Sole
Restaurant, Rusty Pelican Restaurant, TiramesU
Restaurant, Hirni's Wayside Garden Florist, and
Blue Ribbon Blossoms.

Miami-Dade County’s 
Sister Cities

Asti, Italy 

Asuncion, Paraguay 

Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas 

Cayman Islands,
B.W.I. 

Iquique, Chile

Kingston, Jamaica 

Lamentin, Guadeloupe 

Maldonado, Uruguay 

Mendoza, Argentina 

Monagas, Venezuela 

Pereira, Colombia

Petit Goave, Haiti 

Pucallpa, Peru 

St. Kitts & Nevis Islands

San Jose, Costa Rica 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic

São Paulo, Brazil 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Tenerife, Canary
Islands, Spain 

Taipei, Taiwan 

Turks & Caicos
Islands 

Veracruz, Mexico
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On the right is a partial view of the guests at the
reception during the awards ceremony at the Port of
Miami new Terminal D. Below, from left to right, are
ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda, Sister Cities
Coordinating Council Chair Shelly Smith-Fano, and
Sister Cities Senior Coordinator Adam Peters. Below
right, from left to right are Coral Gables Mayor Don
Slesnick; Sister Cities board member Laurice Hunter-
Scott; Mayor Carlos Alvarez; Sister Cities
Coordinating Council Chair Smith-Fano; ITC Board
Member Walter Loy, and Sister Cities Coordinating
Council Members Emma Tibaldeo and Eva Swift.

First Sister Cities Fundraiser and Awards
Reception Draws Hundreds

(Continued from page 1)
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tions of Atlanta, Baltimore, Houston, Miami-
Dade, Philadelphia and Seattle. The report
was finished in March.

Some of the key findings of the report are: 
• Miami-Dade possesses the best-developed

trade promotion authority fully dedicated to
the promotion of international trade.

• Public-private partnership and cooperation
is essential for the success of this mission.

• The objectives of the agency must be
clearly defined.

• Trade promotion agencies should avoid
overlap and duplication with other private
and public entities. 

• A narrow agenda that is well focused is bet-
ter than a broad agenda that tries to accom-
plished diverse goals. 

• The environment for competition among
U.S. cities will intensify. 

ITC Chair Commissioner Natacha Seijas said,
"I am not surprised by the findings of this
report, because the ITC is an agency that takes
the name and the brand of Miami-Dade as a
Global Gateway around the world several
times a year. And still, this is not the time to be
complacent. As the report points out, competi-
tion for trade will intensify, particularly in this
difficult economic environment. I am confi-
dent that the ITC is equal to the task at hand."

The reason the ITC commissioned the study

was to determine how the competition is
approaching the trade promotion task, said
ITC Executive Director Tony Ojeda. 

"These are the cities that most directly either
compete with us or resemble our trade profile
and we wanted to know how they are doing
it," said Ojeda. "I am glad to know that we
have the best trade promotion agency, but that
does not mean we can let up on our efforts. It
actually encourages us to push forward even
harder in taking the Miami-Dade flag to every
important trade center in the world."

And the study clearly indicated that the
hunger for a piece of the international trade
pie is increasing across the U.S. 

According to the study, "Cities vary widely in
their competitive advantages, not only across
states, but even within states. Additionally,
possessing a seaport no longer assures a sus-
tainable competitive advantage in trade. In
recent years, inland cities such as Orlando,
Dallas, Atlanta, Charlotte, Denver, Kansas
City have dramatically increased their trade
promotion efforts." 

The study found four basic models of organi-
zation for trade promotion in the cities studied.
• Liaison-facilitation. Operating within the

mayor's office, the primary functions of
international trade promotion center on
information dissemination, protocol, and

Sister Cities programs. Atlanta, Baltimore,
Philadelphia and Houston have this model. 

• Full-service, trade development. While
including liaison-facilitation, this model
also includes trade promotion, investment
promotion and it operates as a private-pub-
lic partnership. Seattle's Trade Development
Alliance is an example.

• Full-service, trade and economic develop-
ment. This model is very similar to the pre-
vious one, but it also encompasses domestic
economic development as well and it deals
with many economic development issues
locally. This is financed and operated by the
private sector in coordination with local
government. The Greater Houston
Partnership follows this model.. 

• Single-purpose trade promotion agency.
The exclusive focus of this model is trade
promotion, both imports and exports. While
in some cases Sister Cities is part of the
agency and liaison is also involved, the sin-
gle most important role is trade promotion.
Miami-Dade's ITC is an example of a pub-
lic agency. And Atlanta's CIFAL of a private
agency.  

The study pointed out that trade promotion is
rarely the exclusive domain of one entity in
any metropolitan area, and often combina-
tions of models exists as well as parallel
organizations in the private and public sectors
that usually try to coordinate their efforts.

Miami-Dade Ranks First In International Trade Promotion
(Continued from page 1)

Consular Corps of Miami-Dade Was honored at ITC-GMCC Reception
On the left, from left to right are ITC
Board of Directors member Walter Loy;
Anthony Okonmah, of the Foundation for
Democracy in Africa; Congresswoman
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, and ITC Board
member Sonny Wright. Below, from left
to right are ITC Board of Directors mem-
ber Ralph Gazitua; Canadian Consul for
political and economic affairs Peter B.
Taylor; Greater Miami Chamber of
Commerce Chair Hank Klein, and Pablo
A. Chelia, Consul General of Argentina.
Below, far right are Congresswoman
Ros-Lehtinen and Port of Miami Director
Bill Johnson.

Consular and trade officers representing 101 countries
from around the world in Miami-Dade were honored
at a reception recognizing their contribution to the
community's economy and its international standing.
The ITC sponsored the event jointly with the Greater
Miami Chamber of Commerce and Baptist Health's
International Center.  Miami-Dade's consular corps is
the nation's second largest, exceeded only by Los
Angeles. 

The well-attended event took place March 27th at the
Four Season's Hotel and featured Congresswoman
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, of Florida's 18th Congressional
District, as keynote speaker. She is a ranking member
of the House Foreign Affairs Commttee. The
Congresswoman dedicated most of her remarks to
expressing support for the Free Trade Agreement with
Colombia, which has still to receive House approval.

ITC Assistant Director Jimmy Nares thanked the con-
suls and trade officers for the service they provide our
community and reminded the audience that the
Consular Corps plays a significant role in Miami-
Dade's prominence as a global community.
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Please note that dates are subject to change.
To announce upcoming events please call 305-375-4750.

04/30/08 
Seminar, China, India & South Florida
WorldCity Breakfast Series 
Sofitel Hotel, Miami 
Viviana Artau  305-441-2244
artau@worldcityweb.com

05/01/08
ABICC World Business Month 
Inaguration Ceremony 
Doubletree Biscayne Bay Hotel, Miami
Lita Haeger 305-365-7247
lita@abicc.org

05/06/07 to 05/07/08 
Globalization of the Americas
Council of the Americas
Washington, D.C.
Eric Farnsworth 202-659-8989
sakers@as-coa.org
05/08/08
Third Annual Latin America Conference
Center for Hemispheric Policy -
University of Miami
JW Marriott Hotel, Miami
Isabel Artime 305-284-9918
Isabel.artime@miami.edu

Mayor Alvarez Receives Delegation from Navarra, Spain

Events

ITC Board Welcomes New Directors, Recognizes Those Leaving

A delegation from Navarra, Spain visited
Miami-Dade County last February 4 to
promote the region's industry and its wine
and gastronomy. It was received by
Mayor Carlos Alvarez. On the photo to the
left are from left to right, the President of
the Government of Navarra, Miguel Sanz;
Mayor Alvarez; the Mayor of Pamplona,
Yolanda Barcina, and the Consul General
of Spain in Florida, Santiago Cabanas.

On the left, five new directors attending the March 12 meeting of the ITC Board of Directors board were photographed
with ITC Chair Commissioner Natasha Seijas. From left to right are Ralph MacNamara, representing the District Export
Council of Florida; Walter Loy, appointee of the Chair to the Board; Commissioner Seijas; Dexter Bridgeman, represent-
ing the Miami-Dade Chamber of Commerce; Khalid Salahuddin, reprenting the Port of Miami, and Gary Goldfarb, repre-
senting the Beacon Council. Right, from left to right are outgoing directors Jana Sigars-Malina and Herman Leiva, who
received certificates of appreciation from ITC Chair Seijas, on the right.

ITC's historic mission to Prague,
Warsaw, and Istanbul will be
made up by 14 members. Half of
them represent the private sector.
The mission will seek to brand
Miami-Dade County in the
emerging economies of Central
Europe as well as Turkey, the
gateway to Middle East trade. 

The busy agenda that has been

prepared will expose the mission
members to some of the highest
officials in each country as well as
the economic development organ-
izations. In each country the ITC
mission will receive a full brief-
ing by U.S. Embassy officials.  

In Prague the local office of the
Miami law firm of Becker and
Poliakoff will sponsor a lunch for

the mission members. It marks the
first time that a private entity
makes a contribution to defray
expenses of a mission. 

"This is a wonderful example of
public-private cooperation that
hopefully will encourage others to
contribute to future missions,"
said ITC Executive Director
Tony Ojeda.

Mission to Prague, Warsaw and Istanbul Is ready to leave May 20


