
A delegation led by three Miami-
Dade County commissioners
which included the top trade,
economic development, tourism
and business organizations in the
county, as well as private sector
executives, has just returned
from South Africa. By all meas-
urements, the mission was highly
successful. (See Mission
Accomplishments, Page 2)

The Jay Malina International
Trade Consortium of Miami-
Dade County organized the busi-
ness development mission with
four specific goals: 

• To acquaint relevant trade and
local officials in Johannesburg,
Pretoria, and Cape Town of
Miami-Dade's efforts to pro-
mote international trade and
commerce in South Africa, and
to acquaint them with the coun-
ty as a platform for trade with
the Americas;

• To meet with appropriate offi-
cials as well as  representatives
of South African Airways
(SAA) in an effort to regain a
direct flight between Miami-
Dade County, Johannesburg,
and Cape Town; 

• To provide members of the pri-
vate sector who joined the mis-
sion, opportunities to meet their
counterparts to secure addition-
al business ventures; 

• To engage the City of Cape
Town in a Sister Cities affilia-
tion with Miami-Dade. 

The Miami-Dade delegation met
with some of the most senior
political, economic and civil
leaders of the country as it trav-
eled throughout the South
African cities of Johannesburg,
Pretoria and Cape Town. The
delegation was welcomed at city
halls, legislatures as well as at

the most important trade and
tourism organizations; and sig-
nificantly, at the headquarters of
South African Airways.
Delegates also met with the U.S.
ambassador to South Africa. 

The ITC Chair, Commissioner
Natacha Seijas, was the mission
leader. Commissioners Audrey
M. Edmonson, and Sally A.
Heyman were also part of the
mission.  ITC Executive Director
Tony Ojeda organized and sup-
ported the mission. 
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Pictured above the Miami Dade Mission Participants with the Mayor of Johannesburg, Amos Masondo

Message from Bernadine
Bush, Chair of the ITC's

African Trade Initiatives Ad
Hoc Committee:

This issue highlights prelimi-
nary results and impact of the
Jay Molina International
Trade Consortium's mission
to South Africa.  While our
four point goal plan seemed
lofty, we are pleased to report
that our mission was most
successful. In the pages of
this issue we share details of
the expanded relationships
and opportunities that were
developed. 

Our efforts to promote Miami
Dade County as an international
gateway for trade between
Africa and Miami-Dade County
were highlighted as we dis-
cussed the many opportunities
available for bilateral trade,
tourism, and culture between
our communities.

A common thread that came up
in numerous conversations
was the request for us to share
our expertise and success with
civic, social and cultural chal-
lenges. We also invited South
African economic develop-
ment, tourism, and political
entities to bring delegations to
Miami-Dade, to engage in
promising economic opportu-
nities.

We encourage you to get
involved so we can work
together building a strong glob-
al network and show the world
that Miami-Dade County is
truly a viable gateway.

Continue Page 3



Miami-Dade County’s 
Sister Cities

Asti, Italy 

Asuncion, Paraguay 

Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas 

Cayman Islands,
B.W.I. 

Iquique, Chile

Kingston, Jamaica 

Lamentin, Guadeloupe 

Maldonado, Uruguay 

Mendoza, Argentina 

Monagas, Venezuela 

Pereira, Colombia

Petit Goave, Haiti 

Pucallpa, Peru 

St. Kitts & Nevis Island

San Jose, Costa Rica 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic

São Paulo, Brazil 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Tenerife, Canary
Islands, Spain 

Taipei, Taiwan 

Turks & Caicos
Islands 

Veracruz, Mexico
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The ITC Business Development Mission to South
Africa was successful in meeting its stated objec-
tives. In his end of mission report, Executive
Director Tony Ojeda summarized the full list of
accomplishments as follows:

• South African Airways officials pledged to review
the re-establishment of direct air service between
Johannesburg, Cape Town, and Miami-Dade.

• Miami-Dade business participants had numerous
opportunities for matchmaking with businesses in
Johannesburg and Cape Town.

• The Greater Miami Convention and Visitors
Bureau will sign a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Gauteng Tourism
Authority and Cape Town Routes Unlimited-the
convention bureau for Cape Town.

• Mission participants received a thorough briefing
by U.S. and South African authorities of the
social, political, and economic conditions of the
country.

• Miami-Dade County officials had ample opportu-
nities to brand our community as a global center
for trade, tourism, and cultural activities through
meetings with key South African officials, and
economic development and tourism agencies.

• The Mayor of City of Cape Town, Helen Zille
signed a Declaration of Intent with Commissioner
Natacha Seijas that will lead to a first Sister Cities
Affiliation agreement between an African city
and Miami Dade County.

• The Port of Cape Town and the Port of Miami
solidified their bilateral Sister Port Agreement.  

• The Gauteng Economic Development Agency
and representatives of the Gauteng Legislature
have indicated they will lead a reciprocal trade
mission to Miami-Dade County in the near future. 

• The South African Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has indicated its serious consideration for open-
ing a South African consulate general and/or a
trade office in our community.

Complete List of Mission Participants 

County Commissioner Natacha Seijas, ITC Chair; County Commissioner Audrey Edmondson, Chair
of the Commission's Committee on Economic Development and Human Services; County
Commissioner, Sally Heyman, Vice Chair of the Commission's Committee on Aviation and Tourism;
ITC Executive Director, Tony Ojeda; ITC Global Affairs Committee Chair and President/CEO
Worldwide Access, Dwayne Wynn; ITC Chair of the African Trade Initiatives Ad-Hoc Committee and
President and CEO B. Bush, Inc., Bernadine Bush; ITC Western Hemisphere Trade Initiatives Ad-Hoc
Committee Chair and Senior Partner Law Firm J. David Pena and Associates, J. David Pena; ITC Board
Member and President/CEO The Rivers Group Corporation, Chief Sandrell Rivers; Assistant Aviation
Director, Miguel Southwell; Director Urban Initiatives for the Beacon Council, Charita Allen, Director
of Sales for Florida and the Caribbean for the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, Sandra
Daley-Francois; Managing Director for the Latin Chamber of Commerce, CAMACOL, Patricia Arias;
Dean of Academic Affairs of Johnson and Wales University, and Chair of the Board of the Visitor
Industry Council of Greater Miami, Dr. Larry Rice; President of Rice Training Solutions, Dr. Claire
Michele Rice; Executive Director of the Foundation for Democracy in Africa, Anthony Okonmah;
Operations Manager for Vertical Source Pharma, Lazaro Amores; Senior Policy Advisor to
Commissioner Natacha Seijas, Terence G. Murphy; Aide To Commissioner Audrey Edmondson,
Gerard Philippeaux; and ITC Senior Trade Developer, Desmond Alufohai.

A Long List of Accomplishments
Signals a New Chapter for South Africa 

And Miami-Dade-County
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Among the most important highlights of the mission was the
meeting in Johannesburg with key executives of South African
Airways (SAA) at their headquarters near Oliver Tambo
International Airport. Commissioners Natacha Seijas, Audrey
Edmondson, and Sally Heyman met with Phillip Bekker,
General Manager: Airport Operations for SAA; Marc
Cavaliere, SAA Executive Vice President, North America;
Thulani Nzima, CEO SAA Travel Centre; and Jason Krause,
SAA Head of Network Development. 

At this meeting, the Miami-Dade representatives discussed
with SAA officials the rationale for restoring direct flights
between Miami and Johannesburg.  The presentation included:

• Analysis by MIA of the potential profitability of these flights
for SAA; 

• An offer by the GMCVB of assistance in promoting the
flights with relevant local travel agencies and tour operators,
and for discounted lodging at local hotels for SAA crews;

• An offer by the Beacon Council to assist with the relocation
of offices in tax deferred enterprise zones and assistance with
human resource training;

• The review by ITC of the tourist potential of the 2010 World
Cup;

• An expression of community support by ITC Global Affairs
Committee Chair.

Also present at this meeting were ITC Executive Director,
Tony Ojeda; ITC Chair of the Global Affairs Committee,
Dwayne Wynn; Assistant MIA Director for Development,
Miguel Southwell; Director of Sales for Florida and the
Caribbean for the GMCVB, Sandra Daley-Francois; Director
of Urban Initiatives for the Beacon Council, Charita Allen; and
Enterprise Florida, Inc. South Africa Director, Tongila Manly.

SAA officials expressed their satisfaction with the County's
presentation and indicated their primary consideration for any
route changes focused on the profitability of the enterprise.
Miami-Dade's offer   was well received, and everyone involved
felt that a decision in favor of flying to Miami would be forth-
coming in the near future.  Commissioner Natacha Seijas reit-
erated that a direct flight between Johannesburg and Miami-
Dade would create additional jobs and contribute to increased
bilateral trade and tourism for both communities.

From left to right, Marc Cavaliere and Phillip Bekker, SAA, Commissioners Seijas, Edmondson, and Heyman

High Level Meeting with South African Airways (SAA)
Executives Opens the Door for its Return

Continued from Cover
Said Commissioner Seijas after returning from South Africa:  "I
am extremely pleased by the results of this extraordinary mis-
sion. We were able to fly the flag of Miami-Dade County very
high in a rich country with a growing economy, and I believe that
we developed very strong ties that could eventually result in
more trade, and tourism and possibly even the resumption of a
direct flight by South African Airways to Miami International
Airport." 
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Miami-Dade County's delegation to South Africa first stop was at
it's largest city, Johannesburg, where it met with the highest elect-
ed officials as well as with the top trade, tourism and economic
development executives. 

Among the highlights of the visit to Johannesburg: 

• A meeting with the Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, the
Honorable Amos Masondo. Commissioner Seijas invited the
Mayor to bring a business delegation to Miami in the near future
to promote the 2010 Word Cup in South Africa;

• A briefing by the U.S. Commercial Service and briefings by the
Gauteng Economic Development Agency (GEDA), the provin-
cial government agency responsible for the economic develop-
ment policies of that region; 

• A meeting with Gauteng Tourism Authority (GTA), the provin-
cial entity responsible for promoting tourism in the region. GTA
and the Greater Miami Conventions and Visitors Bureau agreed
to sign a Memorandum of Understanding to work cooperatively
in the promotion of tourism for both areas.

• A visit to the Speaker of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature, the
Honorable Richard Mdakane who enthusiastically received the
Miami-Dade delegation at the Provincial Chambers. He accept-
ed an invitation from Commissioners Seijas, Edmondson, and
Heyman to bring a legislative group to Miami-Dade in the near
future.

In Pretoria, mission participants had an extensive briefing at the
U.S Embassy by the U.S. Ambassador to South Africa, Eric Bost,
and Embassy agency heads. This was the largest trade delegation
from the U.S. visiting South Africa since Mr. Bost had assumed
office. 

Also in Pretoria the ITC delegation met with the South African
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), which in conjunction
with Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided a comprehensive
overview of the economic and political reality in South Africa and
reviewed that country's foreign policy issues. During the briefing,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  indicated that it was supporting
the opening of a South African consulate general or a South
African trade office in Miami-Dade County in the near future.
The meeting also focused on the importance of Miami-Dade as a
future platform for trade for South African goods and services en
route to other parts of the Western Hemisphere.

Pictured above from left Commissioner Sally Heyman, GTA Chair
Geoff Makhubo, Commissioner Natacha Seijas, Commissioner Audrey
Edmondson, and Thabo Masemula, GTA Senior Manager

The Mayor, Legislature and Top Trade and Travel Groups  
Welcomed ITC to Johannesburg

Petit-Goave Mission Visits ITC 
Mr. Marc Roland Justal, the newly elected Mayor of Petit Goave,
Haiti, and Mr. Emmanuel Lindor, the city's former mayor, visited the
ITC offices on April 17th to affirm the Sister Cities relationship
enjoyed by Petit Goave and Miami-Dade County.  Joining the two
Mayor's was Haitian Consul General Mr. Ralph LaTortue, who noted
that the former mayor and the new mayor have pledged to work
together to provide the citizens of Petit Goave with continued eco-
nomic progress.  ITC Assistant Director, Mr. Jimmy Nares, wel-
comed the delegation to the ITC, and discussed ways in which the
two communities can work together for the benefit of the respective
residents.  

Youth Summit on Citizen Diplomacy
On Wednesday, April 18th, 2007, the Sister Cities program partici-
pated in the first annual Youth Summit on Citizen Diplomacy.  The
Miami-Dade County Sister Cities program sponsored the event,
which was jointly produced by the Miami Council for International
Visitors, Miami Dade College, and Miami-Dade County Public
Schools.  The event brought together more than two hundred high
school students from 15 schools who were carefully recruited for
suitability and interest in global affairs and matters of citizen diplo-

macy.  Students arriving by bus from their schools were paired and
seated with students from other schools for the roundtable discus-
sions.  Moderated by students from Miami Dade College, the round-
table discussion topics were: "Global Dimensions of the
Economy/Society", and "Global Citizenship, Professions and
Careers."  The event was staffed by students from the College's
School of Business and Hospitality Management Program.

The Gambian Port Authority Visits the Port of Miami
A delegation from The Gambia Port Authority visited the Port of
Miami to make final preparations for the signing of a Sister Port
agreement between the two ports.  Captain Abdourahman Bah,
Deputy Managing Director, Gambia Port Authority said that the
agreement will allow the two ports to exchange information that will
lead to better customer service at both ports.  He further noted that
the Gambia Port Authority's modern facilities and location make it
the port of choice for cargo carriers wishing to reach a population of
more than 250 million people.  Mr. Juan Kuryla, Assistant Director,
Port of Miami, said that he expects trade between Miami-Dade
County and the continent of Africa to grow in the coming years, and
that having a Sister Port agreement with the Gambia Port Authority
will make it easier to ship goods between the two ports.

Sister Cities NEWS
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Cape Town is situated in the Western Cape Province, and the
Western Cape Investment and Trade Promotion Agency (WES-
GRO) provided an overview of the economic landscape of the
province. The Cape Regional Chamber of Commerce highlight-
ed the many business opportunities available in the Cape area,
especially with the upcoming World Cup in 2010.

The convention and events bureau in the area, the Cape Town
Routes Unlimited reviewed tourism opportunities and invited the
participation of the GMCVB to work with them in the promotion
of mutual tourism. As in Johannesburg, the GMCVB offered to
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cape
tourism agency.

Mayor Helen Zille, the Mayor of Cape Town, received the dele-
gates in her office at the Cape Town Civic Center. Commissioner
Seijas provided an overview of our visit and reviewed the many
similarities between our two communities. ITC Global Affairs
Chair Dwayne Wynn discussed Miami-Dade's role as a global
gateway for trade and culture.

Mayor Zille and Commissioner Seijas reviewed the opportunities
for cooperation between our two communities. Mayor Zille dis-
cussed the need for support in the area of law enforcement and
crime prevention, particularly regarding the socio economic
problems created by local gangs involved with drugs and drug
trafficking.  She also requested assistance in the area of job train-
ing, broadband access, and film permitting. In this spirit of
friendship and mutual trust, both Mayor Zille and Commissioner
Seijas signed a Declaration of Intent between Miami-Dade

County and the
City of Cape
Town that will
lead to a more for-
mal Sister Cities
a f f i l i a t i o n
between the two
communities.

The Western Cape
P r o v i n c e
Department for
E c o n o m i c
Development and
Tourism, which is
the provincial
agency responsi-
ble for economic
development and
tourism in the
Western Cape area provided an overview of the economic chal-
lenges and opportunities in the area.

Mission participants had a final meeting in Cape Town with the
Director and staff of the Port Authority of Cape Town.  The Port
of Miami has a Sister Port agreement with that port, and its
Director, Mr. Sanjay Govan, highlighted the cooperation between
the two ports since the agreement was signed. Commissioner
Seijas emphasized the need for greater bilateral trade between the
two ports.

Pictured above Cape Town Mayor Hellen Zille
and Commissioner Natacha Seijas with copies
of the Declaration of Intent

Sister City Agreement With Cape Town
Could Lead to Cooperation on Many Fronts;

Ports of Miami and Cape Town Re-Affirm Ties

ITC Committee NEWS
European and Middle Eastern Trade Ad Hoc
Committee Holds its First Meeting 
The first meeting of the European and Middle Eastern Trade
Initiatives Ad-hoc Committee was held on May 10th in ITC's
Conference Room. Mr. Walter Loy, Chair of the European and
Middle Eastern Trade Initiatives Ad-Hoc Committee welcomed
the participants and asked ITC's Executive Director, Tony Ojeda to
elaborate on the role and purpose of the committee. A report pre-
pared by ITC staff was also distributed among the participants.
The next meeting of the European and Middle Eastern Trade
Initiatives Ad-Hoc is scheduled for July 12th at 4pm in ITC's con-
ference room. For copies of the report please visit our website:
www.miamidade.gov/itc .

Western Hemisphere Trade Initiatives Ad Hoc
Committee will Select its Mission Destinations
The Western Hemisphere Trade Initiatives Ad-Hoc Committee
held its second meeting on April 30th at ITC's Conference Room.
The Chair, Mr. David Peña, welcomed the proposed out-going

missions destinations report prepared by ITC staff which provides
background information for selected countries: Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Guatemala, Mexico and Peru. The group will review the
report and will meet again on May 21st at 5pm in ITC's
Conference Room to select a country or countries for recommen-
dation to the ITC Board for an ITC led mission during the next fis-
cal year. For a copy of the report please visit our website:
www.miamidade.gov/itc.

Global Affairs Committee To Hold Second Meeting
to Refine Goals
The Global Affairs Committee was scheduled to hold a meeting on
May 17th, just as The Miami-Dade Global Trader was going to
press. With a comprehensive agenda, the Global Affairs
Committee was scheduled to further structure its mission. The
Committee's agenda also included the proposal that each regional
Ad Hoc Committee issue a brief report during the Board of
Directors meetings.



As part of ITC's strategic plan to promote and
recruit organizations to conduct third-party mis-
sions, the Trade Development Unit, conducted a
workshop on May 8th, 2007, for the International
Association of Trade Commissioners in Florida
(INTRADE) group. The workshop was held at the
ITC Board Room and attended by the following
participants: Dunia Miranda-Maura, INTRADE's
President and Guatemala's Trade Commissioner;
Cecilia Arroyo, Chile's Trade Commissioner,

Eduardo Florentín, Paraguay's Trade Commissioner
and Luis German Restrepo from PROEXPORT
Colombia. 

ITC's Executive Director J. A. Ojeda Jr., welcomed
the participants to the workshop and offered ITC's
support in the promotion of trade between Miami
Dade and their respective countries. Mr. Ojeda, Jr.,
mentioned that ITC's Board recently approved an
increase of up to $6,000 as the maximum amount
given to any entity in a County fiscal year for Third
Party Incoming/Outgoing Missions. 

Workshop participants were briefed about the crite-
ria for third-party incoming and  outgoing mission
certification process. Participants also viewed ITC's
new promotional DVD entitled "Miami-Dade
Global Gateway: Come trade with us".  The group
was impressed with the DVD and they requested a
Spanish version. They opined that the DVD would
be an extremely useful promotional tool for their
trade efforts in Miami-Dade. 

For more information about Third Party
Incoming/Outgoing Mission application process
please visit: www.miamidade.gov/itc

From left to right: Daniel Estrada, Extralink, Corp., Luis
German Restrepo, from ProExport, Colombia, Cecilia
Arrollo, Trade Commission of Chile, Dunia Miranda-Mauri,
InTrade’s President and Trade Commissioner of Guatemala
and Eduardo Florentin, Paraguay’s Trade Commissioner.

International Association of Trade Commissioners
In Florida Holds Workshop with ITC Support

May 24, 8:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 
Argentina's Economic Outlook: At Full Speed with
Challenges Ahead.
This panel discussion by the University of Miami's
Center for Hemispheric Policy will look into the new
challenges for sustained performance by analyzing
wages and productivity. 
At the J.W. Marriott  • 1109 Brickell Avenue, Miami 
Isabel Artime
305-284-9918 • Isabel.artime@miami.edu 

May 25, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Exporting 201 - Focus on Latin America. By the
Export University and the District Export Council in
Association with InfoAmericas. 
At Nova Southeastern University Huizenga School of
Business • 3301 College Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale 

May 28 to June 2, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The Hemispheric Congress of the Latin Chambers
of Commerce.
Miami Beach Convention Center
1901 Convention Center Drive
Miami Beach, FL 33139
Joe Xirau
305-631-6555

June 6, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
2007 USAFrica Air Transportation Summit
The objective of the Summit is to develop direct air
service between the U.S. and Africa
The Westin Colonnade Hotel
180 Aragon Avenue • Coral Gables, Fl 33134
Desmond Alufohai 
305-375-1254

Carlos Alvarez
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Board of County 
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Bruno Barreiro
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Commissioner Natacha Seijas
ITC Chair

Tony Ojeda
Executive Director

The Jay Malina
International Trade Consortium

Stephen P. Clark Center
111 N.W. 1st Street

Suite 2560
Miami, Florida 33128
Phone: 305-375-5808

Fax: 305-679-7895
www.miamidade.gov/itc

Roberto Fabricio
Editor

Please note that dates are subject to
change. To announce upcoming
events please call 305-375-4750.

Events


