
tense and productive ses-
sion addressed two central 
concerns of the ITC and Co-
ordinating Council.  One of 
which is enhancing opportu-
nities for trade and the other 
is raising the community’s 
awareness of the ITC and 
the Sister Cities Program.   
 

The highlight of the event 
was when Commissioner 
Natacha Seijas, ITC Chair, 
made a very special an-
nouncement during her clos-
ing remarks.  Commissioner 
Seijas pledged to allocate 
$30,000 from her discretion-
ary  funds towards the fur-
ther development of the 
ITC’s Database.   
 

Tony Ojeda, Executive Di-
rector of the ITC noted that 
the database is among the 
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Message from the ITC 
Chair, Commissioner 

Natacha Seijas: 

Welcome to the Jay Malina 
International Trade Con-
sortium’s (ITC) newsletter, 
the Miami-Dade Global 
Trader.   
In this issue you will find 
an overview the ITC’s ac-
tivities since the beginning 
of the 2006-2007 fiscal 
year.  Over the last few 
months, the ITC and the 
Sister Cities Council have 
held several  strategizing 
sessions, and worked hard 
on focused projects to fur-
ther promote Miami-Dade 
County as an International 
trade and cultural gateway. 
We look forward to the 
start of 2007 and wish you 
a happy and healthy holi-
day season. 
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most valuable resources the 
office has to offer as it aids in 
establishing beneficial links 
between local and foreign 
businesses that will poten-
tially engage in or influence 
trade. 
 

Longstanding members of 
the ITC Board and Sister Cit-
ies Coordinating Council 
were honored during the re-
treat by Commissioner Seijas 
for the time and energy 
they’ve dedicated over the 
last few years to Miami-Dade 
County’s efforts to thrive as 
an International trade hub. 
 

This ITC Retreat, held at Don 
Shula’s Hotel & Golf Club in 
Miami Lakes, marks the first 
time the ITC Board and the 
Sister Cities Coordinating 
Council held a joint meeting. 

Longstanding Members of the ITC Board and Sister Cities Council honored by Commissioner Seijas (from 
left to right): Mr. Lee Sandler, Mr. Dwayne Wynn, Mr. Walter Loy, Commissioner Natacha Seijas, Ms. Laurice 
Hunter-Scott, Mr. David Peña, Mr. Marlon Hill, and Captain William Alexander 

Pictured on left: 
Tony Ojeda, Execu-
tive Director of the 
ITC, and group 
facilitator, Diana 
Gonzalez, observe 
the group sessions. 

F ocusing on growing Mi-
ami-Dade County’s role 

as an International trade 
hub, members of the ITC 
Board and Sister Cities Co-
ordinating Council gathered 
on the morning of Saturday, 
December 2, 2006 to de-
velop a strategic plan for 
Fiscal Year 2006-2007. 
Commissioner Seijas stated 
that, “living in an Interna-
tional community as ener-
gized and as dynamic as 
Miami-Dade County, it’s 
never too early to start plan-
ning ahead.” 
 

During the day long session, 
participants broke into small 
groups to fine tune the Stra-
tegic Plan which will be for-
mally adopted at the Febru-
ary Board meeting.   The in-

 

ITC BOARD AND SISTER CITIES COUNCIL MEET 
FOR STRAGEGIC PLANNING 

 

COMMISSIONER SEIJAS ALLOCATES $30,000 FOR ITC DATABASE 
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Miami-Dade County’s  

Sister Cities  
 

Asti, Italy  
 

Asuncion, Paraguay  
 

Commonwealth of the  
Bahamas  

 
Cayman Islands, B.W.I.  

 
Iquique, Chile 

 
Kingston, Jamaica  

 
Lamentin, Guadaloupe  

 
Maldonado, Uruguay  

 

Mendoza, Argentina  
 

Monagas, Venezuela  
 

Pereira, Colombia 
 

Petit Guave, Haiti  
 

Pucallpa, Peru  
 

St. Kitts & Nevis Island 
  

San Jose, Costa Rica  
 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia 
  

Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic 

 
São Paolo, Brazil  

 
Stockholm, Sweden  

 
Tenerife, Canary Islands, 

Spain  
 

Taipei, Taiwan  
 

Turks & Caicos Islands  
 

Veracruz, Mexico 
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ITC DIRECTOR APPOINTS SENIOR SISTER CITIES COORDINATOR 

T ony Ojeda, Executive Director of the Jay Malina International Trade Consortium (ITC) 
appointed Mr. Cornelius Herelle as the new Senior Sister Cities Coordinator.  Mr. 

Herelle emerged as the most qualified of the ten candidates interviewed, and he was the 
unanimous choice of the Search Committee which was composed of Chair Walter Loy, Mi-
ami Dade County Community Agency Acting Director Julie Edwards, Coral Gables Sister 
Cities Coordinator Lourdes Cuzan, and the Executive Director of the ITC, Tony Ojeda. 
 

As the Senior Trade Developer of the ITC over the past five years, Mr. Herelle has planned 
and successfully implemented many of our trade missions abroad, and he is well known in 
international circles and is widely respected by our local consular and trade officials.  He 
was one of the original members of our staff and brings with him over twenty years of ex-
perience in international relations including international business, educational and cultural 
exchanges as well as extensive experience in logistics and event management.   

Mr. Herelle has a Bachelors degree in Political Science from York University in Toronto, 
Canada, and a Masters in International Relations from the University of Connecticut.  He 
has studied in England, Italy, France, India, Canada, and the United States. 
 

THE MIAMI-DADE  GLOBAL TRADER 

W ith the goal of aiding 
the International trade 

community to better utilize 
ITC funding, the Consortium 
held a Trade Mission Appli-
cations Workshop on Novem-
ber 30, 2006.  Cornelius 
Herelle, the ITC’s Senior Sis-
ter Cities Coordinator, served 
as the facilitator of the work-
shop. 
 

Topics included requirements 
and eligibility for funding for 
incoming and outgoing mis-
sions.  
 

This workshop was very well 
attended, and drew much 
audience participation.  One 

of the highlights of the work-
shop, which spanned two 
hours, was the Question and 
Answer Session. 
 

Mr. Tony Ojeda, Executive 
Director of the ITC, indicated 
during the session that other 
training opportunities will be  

 

For detailed information on 
Trade Mission Applications 
requirements, please visit 

 

www.miamidade.gov/ITC 
 

or call (305) 375-1254 

TRADE MISSION APPLICATIONS WORKSHOP    

Workshop Participants 

U.S. INDIA BUSINESS FORUM 

W ith one of the fastest 
growing economies in 

the world and a middle class 
of over 250 million people, 
India is becoming increas-
ingly attractive for business.  
India is currently Miami’s 
44th top trade partner. 
 

Over 40 participants gath-
ered at the the Dante B. Fas-
cell Port of Miami-Dade for 
the U.S.-India Business Fo-
rum on November 17, 2006. 
Hosted by the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, the Jay Malina 
International Trade Consor-
tium of Miami-Dade County, 
the Miami Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Port of Miami, 
the forum covered many is-

sues that small and medium-
sized U.S. companies face 
when doing business with 
India.  
 

 Attendees had the opportu-
nity to hear from various 
speakers about the enor-
mous potential and benefits 
of doing business with India.  
Additionally, many partici-
pants were pleased to have 
the chance to network with 
other executives and busi-
ness owners.   
 

Mr. Tony Ojeda, Executive 
Director of the ITC made wel-
coming remarks and intro-
duced the keynote speaker, 
Mr.  Rajiv Ranjan, Vice Presi-
dent of Tata Inc. Chicago.  

Mr. Ranjan made a thorough 
presentation of the many op-
portunities that exist for busi-
nesses wishing to explore the 
Indian market.  He noted that 
one of the advantages is that 
there are no communication 
barriers as a vast majority of 
the people speak English.    
 

Ron Somers, President of the 
US-India Business Council, 
provided background infor-
mation about India’s econ-
omy and its relationship with 
the U.S.  A panel of India ex-
perts  discussed such topics 
as legal aspects of doing 
business with India, trade 
financing options, and insur-
ance needs. 

provided throughout the year. 



dor sponsored by the ITC and the 
Greater Miami Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau (GMCVB).   
 
 

 

M r. Ma Xiao Kai, Deputy Director General of 
the Guangxi Investment Promotion Agency, 

an official organization in charge of investment pro-
motion under the leadership of the Government of 
the Province of Guangxi, visited Miami-Dade 
County on November 21, 2006. The purpose of the 
visit was to establish business contact with the ITC 
and enhance bilateral understanding and ex-
changes between the Province of Guangxi and Mi-
ami-Dade County. 
 

Dr. Denis Rod, ITC Board Member, Joe Chi of the 
China Latin American Trade Center, and Cornelius 
Herelle, Sr. Sister Cities Coordinator for the ITC, 
met with the 16 member delegation which consisted 
of government officials from cities and counties in 
Guangxi, and leaders from the Guangxi Economy 
and Trade Department and the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology. 
 

Mr. Herelle provided a briefing on Miami-Dade 
County and the ITC.    

D esmond Alufohai repre-
sented the ITC Executive 

Director, Mr. Tony Ojeda, at the 
Guatemala Investment Forum 
held at the Hotel Real Interconti-
nental, Guatemala City, on Octo-
ber 5, 2006. The objective of the 
Forum, according to the organiz-
ers, was “to present Guatemala 
as Central America’s best invest-
ment alternative, promoting and 
generating profitable businesses 
which strengthen industrialization 
and international commerce.”  
 

ITC and the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Guatemala held talks 
centered on creating more robust bilateral cooperation between 
both organizations as it relates to trade missions.  Mr. Alufohai also 
met with some municipal mayors to discuss the possibility of enter-
ing into a Sister Cities relationship with the Miami-Dade Sister Cit-
ies program.  

     

The purpose of the visi t was to establish business  contac t with the ITC  and enhance bilater al understandi ng and exchanges  between the Provi nce of Guang xi and Miami-D ade C ounty. 
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STRENGTHENING TIES WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
AMBASSADOR MASEKELA VISITS MIAMI-DADE COUNTY  

THE MIAMI-DADE  GLOBAL TRADER 

INCREASING TRADE OPPORTUNITIES BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE AND NIGERIA 

ITC REPRESENTED IN GUATEMALA 

T he Honorable Prof. Babalola Borishade, 
Minister of Aviation, Federal Republic of 

Nigeria led a high level official government 
delegation of ten to Miami-Dade County from 
October 16-20, 2006.  The Minister and the 
delegation toured Miami International Airport 
and were briefed by Airport staff about the on-
going efforts for air service between Miami-
Dade County and Lagos, Nigeria.   
 

Minister Borishade appealed to Miami Interna-
tional Airport, the Jay Malina International 
Trade Consortium, and the Federal Depart-
ment of Aviation to provide technical and man-
agement assistance that will enable the Fed-
eral Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) to 
comply with International aviation standards 

GUANGXI INVESTMENT PROMOTION AGENCY 

Dade County Commissioner and Chair of 
the Economic Development Committee, 
welcomed the Ambassador on behalf of 
the Mayor, the Chair of the Board of 
County Commissioners (BCC) and the 
BCC.  Commissioner Rolle presented a 
Key to Miami-Dade County and a Distin-
guished Visitor Certificate to  Ambassa-
dor Masekela.   
 

A reception was held in the residence of  
Mandy and Ralph Ellison in honor of the 
Ambassador’s visit.  Mrs. Ellison is the 
President of the South African Business 
Club.  The reception was followed by a 
private dinner in honor of the Ambassa-

Commissioner  Dorrin D. Rolle presents the 
Distinguished Visitor Certificate and Key to the 
County to Ambassador Barbara Masekela. 

 

H er Excellency Barbara Masekela, 
South African Ambassador to the 

United States of America visited Miami-
Dade County on Thursday, November 
2-3, 2006.  Ambassador Masekela re-
marked, “I am very pleased to note that 
Miami-Dade County is planning to take 
a trade mission to my country in April 
2007.  South Africa has a lot of potential 
and opportunities to offer businesses in 
South Florida... we shall be examining 
the possibility of establishing an honor-
ary consulate here in Miami that will 
further strengthen our ties.” 
 

The Honorable Dorrin D. Rolle, Miami-

Pictured Above:  His Excellency 
Oscar Berger, President of Guate-
mala (Center), Ing. Thomas Dough-
erty, Vice President of Guatemala 
Chamber of Industries (Right), and 
ITC’s Desmond Alufohai. 

Pictured Above (left to right): 
Chief Sandrell Rivers - ITC 
Board Member;  Mrs. Bernadine 
Bush - ITC Board Member; Hon. 
Prof. Babalola Borishade - Nige-
rian Minister of Aviation displays 
his Distinguished Visitor Certifi-
cate and Key to the County. 

and regulations.  He stated, “there is no 
doubt that the proposed Lagos-Miami air 
route is plausible and profitable…” and that, 
“the lack of air linkage is the major limiting 
factor to increased trade between Nigeria 
and Miami-Dade County.”    

Miami-Dade Aviation Department and the 
Murtala Muhammed International Airport of 
Nigeria entered into an International Sister 
Airport Agreement on the 3rd of May, 2001. 
 

Minister Borishade also met with officials 
from the Greater Miami Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, The Foundation for Democracy 
in Africa, Enterprise Florida, Inc., and ITC 
staff as well as some members of the Board 
of Directors of the ITC. 



 
 
 

 

Tony Ojeda 
Executive Director 

 

The Jay Malina 
 International Trade 

Consortium 
 

Stephen P. Clark Center 
111 N.W. 1st Street 

Suite 2560 
Miami, Florida 33128 
Phone: 305-375-5808 

Fax: 305-679-7895 
 

www.miamidade.gov/itc 
 

Editor:  Cleopatra Contreras 

 

Please note that dates are subject to change. 
 

  To announce upcoming events please call (305) 375-4750. 

New Board Members 
The ITC welcomes two new board members. 
Dr. Denis Rod, appointed by Commissioner 
Gimenez, and Carlos Castellon, representing 
the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, 
will serve two year terms. 
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WHAT’S NEW AT THE ITC? 

 

Congratulations to Jimmy Nares, Assistant Director of the ITC and his wife, 
Monica, on the birth of their baby boy.  Dimitri Paul Nares was born on Satur-
day, October 21, 2006.   
 

The ITC wishes continued health and happiness for the Nares family.    

Sister Cities Welcomes New Council Mem-
ber 
Mayor Carlos Alvarez has appointed  Ms. 
Carolina Sivoli to the Sister Cities Coordinat-
ing Council.  Ms. Sivoli will  serve as the 
Council’s liaison to Venezuela.  

Miami-Dade County is fortunate to have  69 Consulates and foreign trade offices located within its jurisdiction.  The 
ITC will be dedicating a section of The Miami-Dade Global Trader,  to highlighting the activities and initiatives of our 
local Consular Corps.  Please contact Cleopatra Contreras at (305) 375-4750 or cleo@miamidade.gov to submit 
information. 

ENHANCING THE ITC’S COMMUNICATIONS STRAGEGY 

M r. Roberto Fabricio, former editor of El Nuevo Herald will be working with the ITC Staff for a period of three 
and a half months to enhance the ITC’s Communications Strategy. 

 

Mr. Fabricio is a distinguished journalist with over twenty five years of experience in the field.  He has a Masters 
degree in Journalism from Columbia University and a B.A. in Communications from the University of Miami.  Be-
sides working for the Miami Herald Publishing Company, he was the International Editor for the South Florida 
Sun Sentinel, served as Director of Communications for Miami Dade College, and as Director of Media Relations 
for the South Florida Water Management District. He has also served a consultant for many of our nation’s largest 
newspapers, and he is currently working as a securities consultant on newspaper industry trends.  The ITC is in-
deed fortunate to have Mr. Fabricio on its staff. 

CONSULAR CORNER 

February 7, 2007 
Africa Trade Initiative 
Stephen P. Clark Center 
111 NW 1st St; 18th fl. 
6:00 pm –8:00 pm 
Desmond Alufohai 
alufoha@miamidade.gov 
(305) 375-1254 

January 10, 2007 
ITC Executive Committee 
Meeting 
Stephen P. Clark Center 
111 NW 1st St; 3rd floor 
Ricardo Bran 
rbran@miamidade.gov 
(305) 375-1254 

February 28, 2007     
Beacon Awards 2007  
Parrot Jungle Island 
 

January 28-31, 2007     
Arab Health Show 2007 
Enterprise Florida is lead-
ing a mission to Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 
Michael Schiffhauer 
(407) 316-4730 

Reappointed Board Members 
The following are the members who were reappointed and the 
entities they represent: 
Juvenal Piña – County Commission District 5  
David Peña – County Commission District 8  
Marlon Hill – County Commission District 9 
Jose Luis Castillo – County Commission District 11  
Alex Gonzalez – County Commission District 13  
Juan Kuryla – County Manager (Port of Miami)  
Miguel Southwell – County Manager (MIA)  
William “Bill” Anderson – Greater Miami Convention & Visitors 
Bureau 
Luis Cuervo – Enterprise Florida, Inc  
Fernando Melo – World Trade Center, Miami  

 


