MINUTES BLACK AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

April 3,2013

Chaired by: PriscillaDames-Blake

Board Members Present: PriscillaDames-Blake; D.J. Fabien; Stephen HunterJohnson; Gerri Lazarre;
Edgar Wright; Jihad Rashid. (via Telephone-Tracy Bowen-Bell)

Excused Absences: Ronald Mumford; Dannie McMillon

Unexcused Absences:

Staff: RethaBoone-Fye

Guests: Mr. Ronald Fulton

Quorum: Yes

The meeting was called to orderat 10:20 a.m. with Mr. J. Rashid providing the inspirational message.

Chair's Report: Ms. Dames—Blake passedoutherreport. She alsorecounted the meeting with the
Executive Director of the Office of Community Advocacy (Mr. Rene Diaz), and Ms. Boone -Fye in
reference to herconcern for the BAABmembership and herfeelingthatthe board needs to become
more involvedinthe process. She isdeeply disappointedinthe board’sinvolvement both on the board
and community level. Followingthat, she asked our newest membertointroduce himself. Mr. Jihad
Rashid whois the CEO of the Coconut Grove Collaborative which focuses on economicdevelopmentin
the Coconut Grove area including affordable housing. He was appointed by Commissioner Xavier
Suarez. Mr. Ronald Fulton alsointroduced himself and gave a brief overview of his desire to be more
involved in mattersimpacting the Black World Community through this board.

Ms. Dames-Blake also requested that Mr. Diaz be invited at this time. Mr. Diaz introduced himselfagain,
gave an overview of the department and thanked the board forinvitinghim to the meeting.

Next, Ms. Bowen-Bellwas conferenced in and was given an update on the status of her meeting with
Mr. Diazand Ms. Boone-Fye. Our newest member Mr. Rashid volunteered to serve onthe Economic
Development committee with Mr. HunterJohnson. Also discussed was the Disparity Studies being
conducted by Miami-Dade County and Dade County Public Schools. Ms. Dames-Blake also expressed
the desire to have the BAAB become more involved in both studies. Ms. Lazarre isalsoinvolvedand has
been attending the publicmeetings. The recommendationisthatwe provide the namesand contact
information of businesses orindividuals to be interviewed by the entities conducting the Disparity
Studies. Mr. HunterJohnsonand Mr. Rashid made some comments on past studiesas well as
recommendations forthe currentones. Ms. Boone-Fye also mentioned that she had received avisit
from a representativefromthe U. S. Small Business Administration-Ms. Althea Harris and requested that
she collaborate with Mr. Hunter Johnson on the status of loans made to the African American
community. Ms. Dames specifically requested that BAAB members participate by collecting names for
the studiesand provide to the local contractors to furtheremphasize the state of Black Miami-Dade
County’s economicsituation.

(more)
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At this point, Ms. Bowen-Bell suggested that the BAAB do a follow-up symposium focusing on youth
since she saw a need to do so after the CRB’s Youth Forum. She made several suggestions on what she
thought would be an effective track and that it should be held at Miami-Dade College’s Wolfson campus.
Ms. Dames Blake agreed and indicated thatittied in with Ms. Boone-Fye’s suggestion that we hold a
symposium aimed at discussing the prevalence of violence in the community while tyingitin with the
MD-CRT. Mr. Diazadded that the symposium should focus on all youth and that through the Council of
Chairswe can spread the word as well as use technology to channel concerns foryouth through social
media. Ms. Dames recommended that we convene a subcommittee to planforthis symposiumalong
with Ms. Bowen-Bell and anyone who would like to volunteer.

Mr. HunterJohnson requested that he present because he hasto excuse himself. The “KeepingitReal-
Keepingit Professional” event that was scheduled for Florida Memorial University April 4™ has been
rescheduled. He does not have a date yet. The April 20" eventin coordination with the Wilkie D.
Ferguson and Caribbean Bar Associations, the NAACP and hopefully the National Action Network
whereby the groups will provide afree legal clinicis still on at the Liberty City Health and Wellness Clinic
from9 am-2 pm. He also mentionedthat he would be moderatinga forum at the OlaCondominium
HOA laterthis month since they contacted the BAABregardingtheirongoingissues with squattersand
crimes. Ms. Boone gave the backstory onthis situation. She said thatthe HOA contacted her earlier
thisyearand she was able to getthe Miami-Dade Police Departmentand Commissioner Monestime’s
office involved. Mr. Hunter Johnson also noted that that Miami-Dade County is exploring the possibility
of inviting unincorporated areas to become cities. He said that we should kee p thisissue on ourradar
especially since it will affect primarily African American communities. He will keep us abreaston the
issue. Ms. Dames requested we shouldinclude thatin our symposiumagendaplanning. Shealso
requested members to make suggestions fornew membersandreiterated the need forthe board to
tightenup whenitcomesto attendance and community involvement. Mr. Wrightreported thatthe
Black Heritage Planning Committee isinterested in moving the 2013 Pillars Awards ceremony to June
15" and they are movinginthatdirection. Also, we are exploring another fundraiser on April 17" to
gatherfundsfor the event. He alsothanked Ms. Dames for attending the Gospel Concertatthe South
Dade Cultural Arts Center during Black History Month. Ms. Lazarre requested asolicitation package for
our events.

Program Officer's Report: Ms. Boone-Fye reported that we have a possible appointee, Mr. Kevin
Chambliss whoison Congressman Joe Garcia’s staff. She also gave an update on the Ms. Emma
Anderson, the 82-year old woman who was thrown off the Metrorail and the Hospitality Training
Initiative which has beenintroduced to the Black Hospitality Initiative and the status of the Black World
Guide projectin collaboration with the Miami-Dade Economic Advocacy Trust (MDEAT). Ms. Boone-Fye
alsorequested that Ms. Dames provide aletterto The Miami Herald on several issues as well as beginto
formulate ourannual report to the Board of Commissioners.

(More)



Page 3//BAAB/April 3,2013 Minutes

Mr. Rashid shared that he worked onthe Black Business Book earlierand he is willingto work with the
Board on this project.

At this point, Mr. Ronald Fulton made a few observations and stated that after the Youth Forum his
group concludedthata keytargetaudience had notbeenaddressed and he is concerned with that
scenario. He alsocommentedthatthe symposium we discussed mightaddress thatconcern. Mr.
Fultonalso mentioned thatthere were some issues with Corrections and that he was working witha
group of concerned citizens to gatherinformation and address them. Similarconcerns have been
festeringinregardstosmall and minority businesses having problems with doing business with large
governmental entities like the County and School Board. The Disparity Studies being conducted by both
are somewhat unlikely to uncoverthe deep rooted problems and asimple way of d ealing with these
issuesistojust make sure that these businessesare included in each contract.

Ms. Dames invited Mr. Diaz to make any additional comments. He indicated that he would forward
themto Ms. Boone. He emphasized the importance of the MD-CRT and that the board should make
sure that this processis followed up on since the Resolution has been passed. He alsoinvited members
of the BAAB to appear on the Hispanicradio show and he will act as a translator when necessary.

Ms. Lazarre reported thatshe has been attending the Miami-Dade budget and Disparity Study meetings
as well asthe Land, Airand Sea Expo. She learnedthatthere will be jobs available through Miami-Dade
Transitand we should work to distribute thatinfoto ourcommunity. BudgetandFinance report—she
will meetwith Ms. Boone-Fye towork on the report.

Mr. Fabienreported that he has been traveling periodically to Haiti and that this month is Haitian
Diasporaconference April 17-21°"in Haiti.

Ms. Boone also mentioned that she isworking on a Health Village Dialogue with Ms. Hidalgo and she will
letthe board know the date once they meet. Also, she wantedtoseeif the board wantedto see
“Memphis” as a group since we are trying to maintain our relationship with the Arsht Center. Alsothere

are brownfieldissuesin Brownsville, Broadmoor; Coconut Grove, etc. that we need to keep in mind.

Mr. Diazrequested thatthe resolution be changedtoallow the Clerk of the Board to record our
meetings.

Old Business: None
Announcements:

Meetingadjourned at 11:46 a.m.






