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FOSTER TO ADOPT PROGRAM 
You may foster the pet you are adopting during the stray hold period 

 
How does it work? 

 The foster care provider will care for the pet at home during the mandatory 5-day stray hold 
period; however, you are not the owner of the pet until the hold period has expired. 
 

 If the pet owner is found, you must return the pet to Animal Services within 24 hours and the 
adoption fee deposit will be fully reimbursed. 
 

 Any expenses, such as food, sheltering, veterinary care, grooming, etc. will not be reimbursed 
by the County or the owner, if found. 
 

 Please think about the responsibility you are assuming, as well as the emotional attachment, 
especially for children, if the pet is reclaimed by its rightful owner.  
 

 Pet cannot be spayed or neutered until the stray hold has expired, so the Foster Care Provider 
(and future adopter) must leave a $50 refundable deposit for the sterilization, as per County 
Ordinance and State Law.  An appointment for the pet to return to Animal Services (ASD) for 
surgery will be given at the time of the Foster To Adopt Agreement. 
 

 A license tag will not be issued at this time, as you would not be the rightful owner until the stray 
hold has expired.  A tag will be sent to you by mail when the stray hold has expired.  If you do 
not receive the license within 7 days of the due out date, please e-mail the shelter at 
pets@miamidade.gov or come to Animal Services. 
 

 All pets will be vaccinated, tested for heartworm, dewormed and microchipped before leaving the 
shelter. 
 

 If the pet is receiving medical treatment at ASD, the medication will be provided to you so you 
may continue the treatment during the 5-day stray hold.  If the treatment must be done by a 
veterinarian technician or a veterinarian, such as daily bandage changes, you may return to ASD 
daily for this service, between 11 am and 6 pm weekdays, and 11 am to 4 pm on weekends. 

 
 This program is available to Miami-Dade County residents only. 

For more information about this program, please ask to speak to a staff member.  
 

7401 NW 74 Street, Miami, FL 33166 
Tel 3.1.1. pets@miamidade.gov  
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