BLACK AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD                             February 4, 2009 Meeting

10:00 a.m.

6th Floor Conference Room

Board Members Present:   Carolyn  Nelson-Goedert; Rev. Gregory Gay; Gerri Lazarre; 

.D.J. Fabien; Dannie McMillan; Marie-Jose Ledan; Priscilla Dames-Blake; Edgar Wright.

Excused Absence(s):  Ronald Mumford

Staff:  Retha Boone-Fye

Guest: None

Meeting Summary

I. Meeting was opened at 10:00 a.m., with the chair, D. J. Fabien via telephone. The meeting agenda was outlined and the Program Officer gave the report.

Program Officers’ Report

BAAB By-Laws/Membership/Absences/ Vacancies:  Ms. Boone reported that Mr. Mumford has been formally appointed and Mr. Fabien has been in touch with Commissioner Diaz’ office in reference to an appointment.  Ms. Boone-Fye indicated that she would follow up and offered the resume of former member Sandra Antor, who has since returned to the Miami area.  Once this appointment is made, we will only have two vacancies.  Also, the Clerk of the Courts has sent notification that several board members have reached term limits and we should seek replacements for Ms. Dames-Blake, Ms. Ledan and Mr. Fabien who will term out in 2010.  Ms. Boone-Fye will seek the County Attorney’s opinion prior to the next meeting.  Most members have been attending and she reported that board attendance is very important especially since the Board Auditor and the Commissioners are studying both the effectiveness and impact of all boards.  A letter will be sent to the Commissioners who do not have appointees.

Ms. Lazarre reported that she has applied for the ID number for the establishment of a 501c3 non profit and is waiting on information from Ms. Boone-Fye to complete the process.  She also reported that $300 needs to be raised to cover the application fee and volunteered to donate to the fund in order to expedite the establishment of the 501c3—“Friends of the BAAB” –which was favorably received.  She also commented that a bank account needs to be opened to accommodate the process and that she would look into that process, perhaps online.  Another phase would involve a listing of the programs to be covered by the non-profit such as scholarships, economic development, projects, etc.  She requested that the Program Officer assist with this process.  

Ms. Boone suggested that one of our projects should be the “Respect Life! Initiative and that she would work with Ms. Lazarre to get this done.   She needs a narrative of each of the projects to continue working on the establishment of the 501c3.

(More)
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Some discussion followed regarding the Respect Life!  Initiative which would forward our non-violence stance.  Rev. Gay initiated a  discussion on banning assault rifles and indicated that we should write a letter to the newly elected President Obama to lobby to have the ban restored against AK47’s and other assault weapons..  He also spoke on a community forum that is being held at Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in Liberty City which was attended by rappers and ministers including Luther Campbell and Rev. Al Sharpton to talk  about the violence that is happening in our community. The board requested that Ms. Boone-Fye write a letter on behalf of the Board.

At this point, Mr. Fabien physically joined the meeting.

Action Item 1:  A Village Dialogue is being planned for February 27, 2009 in conjunction with the State Attorney’s Seal and Expunging workshop.  This will be coordinated by Rev. Gay and we have invited Senator Daryl Jones to hold a workshop on preventing foreclosures.  The event will be held at Goulds Park in South Miami.  The BAAB should partner with the State Attorney’s Office to hold a Seal and Expunge and Restoration and Re-Entry Workshop. 

Action Item 2:  Have BAAB members submit resumes to fill vacancies on the board.  

Action Item 3:  Work with Oscar Braynon on newsletter and updating website for BAAB.
 

Committee Reports:     

            

            Black Heritage Planning:   Copies of the events schedule for Black 

History Month were distributed.  Mr. Edgar Wright is the new chair and served as the  Master of Ceremonies for the Opening Ceremony for the African Timeline Exhibit. We are also working with Miami Dade Transit on the Black History Tour and will have the extravaganza at the African Heritage Cultural Arts Center on Feb. 21st.  We  have also been working with Dr. Joanne Hyppolite, who is the curator at the Historical Museum of South Florida.  The exhibit which is entitled “Black Crossroads” will debut on March 5, 2009 and run through January 2010.  
                        

Education:       

Ms. McMillan reported that several schools were _______?

Rev. Gay inquired as to what impact was being felt with the funding generated through the Lotto and the new Power Play in terms of schools.  Ms. McMillan indicated that she is unaware of what is happening with the funds generated as a result of the lotto which was supposed to support education but that she would investigate and report her findings to the board.  Further discussion followed on the merits of the FCAT, with Rev. Gay expressing his concern for those who are fearful of the test and the frustration faced by both students and teachers.  

(more)
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Health Care:   A Village Dialogue is being planned for later this year.

Housing:  Mr. Mumford  has taken on this Committee is will work on a Village Dialogue once the date has been set.                                                    

Crisis Intervention/Respect Life:  Ms. Dames-Blake reported that she is very interested in fostering collaboration within the community and will be attending  the Hip Hop Conference March 21-28th  through Wingspan and would like to connect the BAAB with that event and other similar events.                  

Economic Development:        (No report for this date, however Rev. Gay was appointed chair and will send information to Ms. Boone-Fye shortly)
Budget & Finance:  Ms. Lazarre submitted a report which indicates that the BAAB is currently working with a budget of approximately $21k primarily raised through line items from the various Commissioners and proceeds from ticket sales through Black Heritage Planning Committee events such as the Pillars Awards.   Ms. Lazarre will be further refining the budget with Ms. Boone-Fye’s assistance to be presented at the April meeting.  

Old Business:  None

Adjournment:              12:15 p.m.
