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MEMO

TO: All Building Officials in Miami-Dade County

FROM:  Herminio F. Gonzalez, P.E., M.S., Director {;)
Building Code Compliance )

DATE: May 4, 2009

SUBJECT: Interpretation of FBCB 1522 and FBCR R4402.11.3
Solar Thermal and Solar Electric Roof-Top Installations

At their meeting of April 23, 2009, the Board of Rules and Appeals interpreted the applicability of
roof-top clearance requirements as they relate to solar thermal and solar electric installations.

The Board determined that Sections R4402.11.3, R4402.11.3.1, 1522.3 and 1522.3.1, contained below,

do not specifically regulate and are not applicable to solar thermal and solar electric roof-top
installations.

R4402.11.3 Machinery, piping, conduit, ductwork, signs and similar equipment may be
mounted on roofs in compliance with the following:

R4402.11.3.1

Permanently mounted rooftop equipment shall be installed to provide clearances, in
accordance with Table R4402.11.3, to permit repairs, replacement and/or maintenance of
the roofing system or any of its components.

1522.3 Machinery, piping, conduit, ductwork, signs and similar equipment may be mounted
on roofs in compliance with the following:

1522.3.1 Permanently mounted roofiop equipment shall be installed to provide clearances,
in accordance with Table 1522.3, to permit repairs, replacement and/or maintenance of the

roofing system or any of its components.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Michael Goolsby at (305) 375-4496
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