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CLERK’S SUMMARY AND OFFICIAL MINUTES 
CHARTER REVIEW TASK FORCE – FINAL PUBLIC HEARING 

JUNE 20, 2012 
 
 
The Miami-Dade Charter Review Task Force (Task Force) convened on June 20, 2012, 
in the Commission Chambers on the Second Floor of the Stephen P. Clark Center, 111 
N.W. 1st Street, Miami, Florida, at 5:00 p.m.  There being present Chairman Rene Garcia, 
Vice Chairwoman Evelyn Langlieb Greer, Mayor Carlos Bermudez, Mr. Victor Diaz, 
Councilwoman Isis Garcia-Martinez, Councilman Luis Gonzalez, Mr. Carlos Manrique, 
Mr. Louis Martinez, Mr. Terry Murphy, Mr. Hans Ottinot, Mr. Lawrence Percival, Ms. 
Pamela Perry, Professor H.T. Smith; (Members Mr. Armando Bucelo, Representative 
John Patrick Julien, Reverend Dr. Walter Richardson, Mayor Donald Slesnick, and 
Representative Carlos Trujillo were absent). 
 
In addition to the members of the Task Force, the following staff members were present:  
Assistant County Attorneys Oren Rosenthal, Jess McCarty, and Eugene Shy; Inson Kim, 
Les Pantin, and Lorna Mejia from the Mayor’s Office; and Deputy Clerk Mary Smith-
York. 
 
The Charter Review Task Force reconvened for the purpose of conducting a public 
hearing to allow public feedback on its recommendations.  Prior to opening the public 
hearing, Chairman Garcia reviewed the purpose of the CRTF and the public hearing 
protocol.   
 
Chairman Garcia opened the public hearing and the following persons appeared before 
the Task Force: 
 
Mr. Nelson Hernandez, Councilman, Town of Miami Lakes, 15900 W. Troon Circle, 
appeared before the Committee and expressed his support of Vice-Chairwoman Greer’s 
proposal on incorporation.  He stated that incorporated areas could bring a number of 
efficiencies to the County.  He asked that the Task Force consider some type of 
arrangement that would facilitate the full incorporation of Miami-Dade County.  If at the 
end of this process, some enclaves remain, the Commission should step in to increase the 
level of services provided to those areas. 
 
Mr. Tom Hutton, 11025 SW 119 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
commented on minimizing the commissioners’ involvement in the incorporation process 
and maintaining the 10 percent registered voter requirement. 
 
Ms. Bonnie Hutton, 11025 SW 119 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
stressed the importance of citizens’ self-determination and their right to petition. She also 
noted she supported the 10 percent registered voter requirement.  
 
Mr. Denny Wood, 9855 E. Burn Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and asked 
the Task Force to address corruption in Miami-Dade County by amending the Charter to 
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make it illegal for any individual running for County Commissioner to accept campaign 
contributions from County vendors including corporate officers, family members, and 
employees.  He noted the City of Palmetto Bay and the City of South Miami enacted 
similar legislation. 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Bercow appeared before the Committee and addressed issues relating to the 
Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP).  He noted the Code made it 
extremely difficult to move the Urban Development Boundary (UBD), and asked that the 
protections currently contained in the Code and the CDMP be maintained.  He spoke in 
support of the Task Force’s proposed Charter amendment requiring a two-thirds vote of 
the County Commission to move the UDB. 
 
Chairman Garcia relinquished the Chair to Vice Chairwoman Greer. 
 
Mr. Alan Rigerman, 17910 NW 84 Avenue, Palm Springs North, appeared before the 
Committee and spoke in support of the following proposed Charter amendments:  1) the 
proposed salary compensation for commissioners provided salaries be capped at 
$100,000 per year and outside employment be prohibited; 2) that commissioners be 
prohibited from lobbying for a three to five year period after leaving office; that the 
Jackson Health System (JHS) become a public entity; and that incorporation proposals 
submitted by communities seeking to incorporate.  Mr. Rigerman also suggested the 
Rules of Decorum to County Commission meetings be consistent with those in Miami 
Lakes, South Miami, and the Miami-Dade County School Board. 
 
Mr. Alan Markelson, 8000 East Drive, North Bay Village, appeared before the 
Committee and spoke about the critical financial issues faced by JHS and the alleged 
incidents that lead up to the crisis. 
 
Mr. Gary Stevenson, 6825 Rue Notre Dame, Miami Beach, activist with Our Jackson, 
Save Jackson campaign, appeared before the Committee and expressed support for JHS 
being maintained as a public institution.  He suggested that the economic challenges 
faced by JHS be handled through the growth of primary care clinics. 
 
Ms. Martha Baker, 1685 Cleveland Road, Miami Beach, appeared before the Committee 
and stressed the importance of exercising due diligence with regard to health care.  She 
suggested that it was preferable to attempt to remedy the situation at Jackson Hospital 
through ordinances rather than through Charter amendments, and noted the County 
Commission had already addressed many of this Task Force’s proposed 
recommendations.  She noted she had some concerns regarding the proposal to create a 
self-appointed Board with an accompanying and self-appointed nominating council. 
 
Mr. Andrew Nierenberg, 13725 SW 104 Court, Miami, co-chair for the Steering 
Committee for Incorporation of The Falls, appeared before the Committee and 
commented on the seven-year moratorium on incorporation.  He urged Task Force 
members to keep the County Commission out of the incorporation process, and noted he 
supported the proposals presented by Vice-Chairwoman Greer and Mr. Slesnick.  Mr. 
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Nierenberg said he was opposed to the proposal to prohibit commissioners from outside 
employment and proposals to strengthen the Conflict of Interest provisions and ethical 
standards. 
 
Ms. Cecilia Stewart, 1899 NW 1 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
noted she supported the proposals to maintain Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public 
hospital. 
 
Ms. Beverly Gerald, 14271 SW 74 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
spoke in support of the proposal to allow municipalities to incorporate. He stressed the 
importance of allowing the incorporation process to proceed without interference from 
the County Commission.  
 
Mr. Thomas Lander, 3186 Roosevelt Street, Hollywood, teacher with Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools, appeared before the Committee and spoke against the 
privatization of Jackson Memorial Hospital. 
 
Ms. Shanerman (phonetic) appeared before the Committee and spoke in support of 
allowing cities to incorporate. 
 
Mr. Donny Dandy, 4851 NW 5 Avenue, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
spoke in support of Jackson Memorial Hospital remaining a public hospital and stressed 
the need for a primary care clinic in the Liberty City area. 
 
Dr. Carolyne Van Vliet, 13941 SW 92 Avenue, Miami, representing the Steering 
Committee for Incorporation of The Falls and LINC – Let’s Incorporate Now Coalition, 
appeared before the Committee and expressed support for placing many Task Force 
recommendations on the ballot.  She spoke in support of the proposal to increase 
commissioners’ salaries. 
 
Mr. Keon Hardemon, 1350 NW 8 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
spoke in support of maintaining Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public institution. 
 
Mr. Hamilton, 7860 SW 86 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and spoke in 
support of a salary increase for County Commissioners from $6000 to a reasonable 
amount approved by the voters.  He also spoke in support of the proposed to removing 
the County Commission from the incorporation process. 
 
Ms. Kathy Charles, 15471 SW 152 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
spoke in support of term limits, codifying the UDB requirements, incorporation of 
municipalities, and giving people a forum to address violations outside of the court 
system.  She also spoke in support of increasing commissioners’ salaries consistent with 
the formula established in the State Statute and prohibiting commissioners’ from outside 
employment. 
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