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FLORIDA CONSTITUTION
HOME RULE AMENDMENT, A. 8, S. 11
ADOPTED NOVEMBER 6, 1956

Section 11 Dade County, home rule charter.

(1) The electors of Dade County, Florida, are granted power
to adopt, revise, and amend from time to time a home rule charter of
government for Dade County, Florida, under which the Board of County

Commlssxoners of Dade County shall be the governing body This charter'

(a) Shall fix the boundaries of each county commission district, . '

provide a method for changing them from time to time, and fix the number

terms and compensation of the commissioners, and their method of electlon

(b) May grant full power and authority to the Board of Co

general law and no other taxes, and do everything necessary to carry

central metropolitan: government in Dade County.

or other governmental units whose jurisdiction lies wholly w1thm Dade Can
whether such govemmental units are created by the Constltutxon o the"Le_

lature or otherwxse except the Dade County Board of County Commxss- ‘

as it_may be prov1ded for from time to time by this home rule charter and the- .
Board of ‘Public Instruction of Dade County.

(d) May provide a method by which any and all of the functmn
or powers’ of any municipal corperation or other govemmental unit in Dade
County may be transferred to the Em!CiofC(mnt________—__Lmljm_e!g;f Dade -
County

(e) May provide a method for estabhshmg new mumcxpal
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corporations, special taxing districté, and othei governmental units in Dade
County from time to time and provide for their government and prescribe their
jurisdiction and powers. ) ‘
(f) May abolish and may providé a method for abolishing from
time to time all offices provided for by Article VIII, Section 6, of the Con-

stitution or by the Legislature, except the Superintendent of Public Instruction S

and may provide for the consolidation and transfer of the functions of such

offices, provided, however,|that there shall be no power to abolish or impair

the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court or to abolish any other court provided for

. by this Constitution or_by peneral law, or the judges'of clerks thereof although

such charter may create new courts and judges and clerks thereof with juris-
diction to try all offenses against ordinances péssed by the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County and none of the other courts provided for by
t}:.xis Constitution or by general law shall have original jurisdiction to try such {
offenses, although the charter may confer éppe-llate jutrisdiction on such eouftls-,_._.é
and provided further that if said home rule charter shall abolish any county ;
office or offices as authorized heréin,‘ tﬁat said charter shall contain adequate
provision for thie carrying on of all functions of said office or offices as are i
now or may hereafter be preseribed by general ‘léw.

(g) Shall provide a method by which each municipal corporation
in Dade County shall have the power to make, amend or repeal its own charter.
Upon adoption of this home rule charter by the electors this method shall be
exclusive and the Legislature shall have rio power to amend or repeal the
-charter of any municipal corporation in Dade County.

(h) May chaﬁge the name of Dade County.

(i) Shall provide a method for the recall of any commissioner
and a method for initiative and referendum, includiﬁg the initiation of and
referendum on ordinances and the amendment or revision of the home rule
“charter, provided, however, that the power of the vaémop and Seﬁate relatin-é
to the suspension and removal of officers provided for in this cénstitution ‘:
shall not be impared, but shall extend to ali officers provided fbr in said home
rule charter. . .— :

(2) Provision shall be made for the protection of the creditors of

any governmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or abolished or whose
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. Dade County and any other one or more municipalities of the State of Florida,

. Dade County and any other one or more counties of the State of Florida- except

; such applicable general law except as expressly authorized herein, provided
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boundaries are changed or functions or powers transferred.

(3) This home rule eha.rter shall be prepared by a Metropolitan Chat-
ter Board created by the Legislature and shall be presented to the electors of
Dade County for ratification or rejection in the manner provided by the Legis-
lature. Until a home rule charter is adopted. the Legislature may from time to
time create additional Charter Boards to prepare charters for ratification or
rejection in the manner provided by the Legislature. Such Charter, once
adopted by the electors, may be amended only by the electors of Dade County
and this charter shall provide a method for submitting future charter revisions
and amendments to the electors of Dade County. °

(4) The County Commission shall continue to receive its pro rata

share of all revenues payable by the state from whatever source to the several’
counties and the state of Florida shall pay to the Commission all revenues
which would have been paid to any municipality or Dade County which may: S_e
abolished by or in the method provided by this home rule charter; provided,
howe.ver, the Commission shall reimburse the comptroller of Florida for the:
expense incurred if any, in the keeping of separate iecords to determine fgh'e*
amounts of money which would have been payable to any such municipality.
(5) Nothing in this section shall limit or restrict the power of the
Legislature to enact gen_etal- laws which shall relate to Dade County and any

other one or more counties in the state of F lorida or to any municipality in

and the home rule charter provided for herein shall niot conflict with any - pfo—

v1sxon of this Constitution nor of any applicable general laws now applying to

as expressly authorized in this seetion nor shall any ordinance enacted i
pursuance to said home rule charter conflict with this Constitution or any such- ‘
applicable general law except as expressly authorized herein, nor shall the

charter of any municipality in Dade County cenflict with this Constitution or

however that said charter and said ordinances enacted in pursuance thereof may
conflict with, modify or nullify any existing local, special or general law

applicable only to Dade County.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict
113




with.

‘people of Dade County in local affairs and this section shall be liberally con-

‘County, Florida, except as expressly provided herein and this section shall be 3

the power of the Legislature to enact general laws which shall relate to Dade
County and any other one or more counties of the state of Florida er to any
municipality in Dade County and any other one or more municipalities of the
State of Florida relating to county or municipal affairs and all such general
laws shall apply to Dade County and to all municipalities therein to the same

extent as if this section had not been adopted and such general laws shall
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supersede any part or portion of the home rule charter provided for herein in
conflict therewith and shall supersede any provision of any ordinance enacted
pursuant to said charter and in conflict therewith, and shall supersede any

provision of any charter of any municipality in Dade County in conflict. there-

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict

the power and jurisdiction of the Railroad and Public Utilities Commissidn .o¢ - |

of any other state agency, bureau or commission now or hereafter provided-for
in this Constitution or by general law and said state agencies, buxfeauS’- and g
commissions shall have the same powers in Dade County as shall be éoaferred:
upon them in regard to other counties. A \
(8) If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or proviéiéns bf
this section is held invalid as violative of the provisions of Section 1 Aztlcle
XVII of th1s Ceonstitution the remainder of this section shall not be affected by
such invalidity. »
(9) It is declared to be the intent of the Legislature and of tfh‘e" )

electors of the State of Florida to provide by this section home rule for the

strued to carry out such purpose, and it is further declared to be the intent of a
the Legislature and of the electors of the State of Florida that the pr‘ovi-Siori_éﬁ_ :
of this Constitution and general laws which shall relate to Dade County and. _v i
any other ene or more counties of the State of Florida or to any muniéipali’ty in"'_

Dade County and any other one or more mun1c1pa11t1es of the State of Florida

enacted pursuant thereto by the Legislature shall be the supreme. law in Dade

AR e

strictly construed to maintain such supremacy of this Constitution and of the:

Legislature in the enactment of general laws pursuant to this Constitatios.
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HOME RULE CHARTER
Recorded Official Records Book 182, page
667, Public Records of Dade County.

Adopted May 21, 1957

PREAMBLE
We, the people of this County, in order to
secure for ourselves the benefits and res-
ponsibilities of home rule, to create a inetro-
politan goverﬁment to serve our present and
future needs, and to endow our municipalities
with the rights of self determinaﬁoﬁ in their
local affairs, do under God adopt this home -
rule Charter. '

ARTICLE 1 _
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Section 1.01 Powers,

~ A. The Board of County Commissioners shall be the Legislative and
the governing body of the county and shall have the power to carsy on a
~ central metropelitan government. This power shall include ‘but shall .not;
be restricted to the power to: ' _ . '
(1) Provide and regulate arterial, toll, and ‘other moédis, Btidges,
tunnels, and related facilities; eliminate grade éroésing_s; provide and
regulate facilities; and develép and enforce master plans _fo'r the control

of traffic and parking.

(2) Provide .and eperate air, water, rail, and bus terminals, port
facilities , and public transportation systems.

(3) License and regulate tanis', jitneys, limousines for hire,
rental cars and other passenger vehicles for hire operating in the unin-

corporated areas of the county.




(4) Provide central records, training, and communications for
fire and police protection; provide traffic control and central crime in-
vestigations; provide fire stations, jails, and related facilities; and sub-
ject to Section 1.01A (18) provide a uniform system for fire and police
protection.

(5) Prepare and enforce comprehensive plans for the develop-

ment of the county. '

, (6) Provide hospitals and uniform health and welfare programs.
(7) Provide parks, preserves, playgrounds, recreation areas,
libraries, museums, and other recreational and .cuItural facilities and
programs. ‘ .
(8) Establish and administer housing, slum clearance, urban

renewal, conservation, flood and beach erosion control, air pollution con-

trol, and drainage programs and cooperate with governmental agencies and

¢
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private enterprises in the development and operation of these programs. -

(9) Provide and regulate or permit municipalities to provide and
regulate waste and sewage collection and disposal and water supply and
conservation programs. '

(10) Levy and colleet taxes and special asséssments, borrow and

expend money, and issue bonds, revenue certificates, and other obligations
of indebtedness, in such ‘manner, and subject to such limitations, as may :
be provided by law.

(11) By erdinance, establish, merge, and abolish special pur-

pose districts within which may be provided police and fire protection,
beach erosion control, recreation facili@ies, water, streets, sidewalks, .
Street lighting waste and sewage collection and dis posal, waste and

sewage collection and disposal, drainage, and other essential facilities

and services. All county funds for such. diétricts shall be provided by

service charges, special assessments, or general tax levies within such

i * districts only. The Board of County Commissioners shall be the governing P
body of all such districts and when acting as ‘such governing body shall
have the same jurisdiction and powers as when acting as the Board.

(12) Establish, coordinate, and enforce zoning and such business

regulations as are necessary for the ptotection of the public.
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(1‘3) Adopt and enforce uniform building and related technical
codes and regulations for both the incorporated and unincerporated areas
of the county; provide for examinations for contractors and all parties
engaged' in the building trades and for the issuance of certificates of ‘
competency and their revocation after hearing. Such certificates shall be }
recognized and required for the issuance of a license in all municipalities :
in the county. No municipality shall be entitled to require examinations
or any additional certifiéate of competency or impose any other conditions:
for the issuance of a municipal license except the payment'v of the custemary !
fee. The municipality may issue building permits and conduct the_ nece;safy.-

‘inspection in accordance with the uniform codes and charge fees therefot.

(14) Regulate, control, take over, and grant franchises to, or

itself operate gas, light, power, telephone, and other utilities, sanitary

‘and sewage collection and disposal systems, water supply, treatment,

and service systems, and public transportation systems, provided; how-" .
ever, that: ' , ' _
(a) Franchises under this subsection may only be granted by -

' ] a two-thirds vote of the members of the Board present and approved by a
majority vote of those qualified electors voting at either a special or ™
general election.

(b) The county shall not operate a light, power, or telephone
utility to serve any territory in the county which is being supplied with:.

i similar service except by a majority vote of those qualified electoers vot-

ing in an election held not less than six months after the Board has
; passed an ordinance to that effect by a two-thirds vote of the members of

the Board present. -Suc_h ordinance shall confain information on cdst,.

method of fina-ﬁcing; agency to regulate rates, agency to operate, location

id . and other information necessary to inform the general public of the

feasibility and practicability of the proposed operation.
(15). Use public funds for the purposes of promoting the develop-
ment of the county, including advertising the -area’s advantages." '

(16) Establish and enfotce regulations for the sale of alcoholic

beverages in the unincorporated areas and approve municipal regulations
on hours of sale of alecholic beverages.
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(17) Enter into contracts with other governmental units within or

outside the boundaries of the county for joint performance or performance

" by one unit in behalf of the other of any authorized function.

(18) Set reasonable minimum standards for all governmental units

in the county for the performance of any service or function. The stand-

- ards shall not be discriminatory as between similar areas. If a govern-

miental unit fails to comply with such standards, and dees not correct

such failure after reasonable notice by the Boérd,» then the Board may take
over and perform, regulate, or giant franchises to operate any such ser-
vice. The Board may also take over and operate, or grant franchises to
operate any municipal service if:

(a) In an election called by the Board of County Commission-

ers within the muniecipality a majority of those voting vote in favor of

tumning the service over to the county; or
(b) The governing body of the municipality requests the

county to take over the service by a two—thirds vote of its members, or

by referendum. .
. (19) By ordinance,aboliéh or conSolidéte the offices of Sheriff, |
Constables, or any county office created by the Legislature, or provide fo b_ '
the consolidation and transfer of any of the functions of such officers,
provided, however, that there shall be no power to abolish the Superin- '
tendent of Public Instruction or to abolish or impair the jurisdiction of

the Circuit Court or to abolish any other coust provided by the Constitu-

_- tion of by génetal law, or the judges or clerks 'tl’-le,reo;

(20) Make investigations of county. affairs, inquire into the con-
duét, »iac':counts, records, and transactions of any department or office of -
the county, and for these purposes require reports from all county officers
and employees , subpoeﬁa witnesses, administer ocaths, and require the
prodﬁcf_ion of records. _

‘ (21) Exercise all Apowers and privileges granted to municipalities,

counties, and county officers by the Constitution and laws of the state,

~ and all powers not prohibited by the Constitution or by this Chatter.

(22) Adopt such ordinances and resolutions as may be required
in the exercise of its powers, and prescribe fines and penalties for the
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violation of ordinances.

i ' (23) Perform any other acts consistent with law which are re-

: quired by this Charter or which are in the common interest of the people
« of the county.

: (24) Supersede, nullify, or amend any special law applying to
this county, or any general law applying only to this county, or any gen-
eral law where specifically authorized by the Constitution.

: ‘ B. No enumeration of powers in this Charter shall be deemed exelusive
: ot restrictive and the foregoing. powers shall be deemed to include all
implied powers necessary and proper to carrying out such powers. All of
these powers may be exercised in the incorporated and unincorporated

areas, subject to the procedures herein provided in certain cases relating

to municipalities.

C. The Board shall have the power to eminent domain and the right

to condemn property for public purposes. The Board shall make fair and
just compensation for any properties acquired in the exercise of its
powers, duties, or functions. The Board shall also provide for the ac-
quisition or transfer of property, the payment, assumption, or other satis-
faction. of the debts, and the pretection of pension rights of affected- em-
ployees of any governmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or
abolished or whose boundaries ate changed or functions or powers
transferred.
D. The Board shall be entitled to levy in the umincorporated areas
all taxes authorized to be levied by municipalities and to receive from
_the state any revenues collected in the unincorporated areas on the same
basis as municipalities.

Section 1.02 Resolutions and Ordinances.

A. The Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure and shall

decide which actions of the Board shall be by ordinance or resolution,

except as otherwise p’r()_videdA in this Charter and exéept that any action
. of the Board which prdvide's for raising revenue, appropriating funds; ot

in.curring indebtedness, or which provides a penalty or establishes é rule

or regulation for the violation of which a penalty is imposed shall be by

otdinance.



B. Every ordinance shall be introduced in writing and shall coptain
a brief title. The enacting clause shall be “‘Be it Ordained by the Board’'.
After passage on first reading, a short summary of the ordinance shall be
published in a daily newspaper of general circulation at least once togeth-
er with a notice of the time when and place where it will be given a public
hearing and be considered for final passage. The first such publication
shall be at least one week prior to the time advertised for hearing. No
ordinance shall be declared invalid by reason of any defect in publication
or title if the published summary gives reasonable notice of its intent.

C. At the time and place so advertised, or at any time and place to
which such public hearing may frem time to time be adjourned, the or-
dinance shall be read by title and a public hearing shall be held. After
the hearing, the Board may pass the ordinance with or without amend_ment.‘

D. The Board may adopt in whole or in part any Published code hy
reference as an ordinance in the manner provided by law.

E. The effective date of any ordinance shall be prescribed therein,
but the effective date shall not be ea.rl'iér than ten days after its enactment.

F. To.meet a public emergency affecting life, health, ptopétty, or }:
public safety the Board by two-thirds vote of the members of the Board
may adopt an emergency ordinanée at the meeting at which it is intro-
duced, and may make it effective immediately, except that no such ordin-
ance may be used to levy taxes, grant or extend a franchise, or atthorize
the borrowing of money. After the adoption of an eﬁlergency ordinance, the
Board shall have it published in full within ten days in a daily newspaper
of general circulation.

G. Each ordinance and resolution after adoption shall be given a
serial number and shall be entered by the clerk in a properly indexed
record kept for that purpose.

H. Within two years after adoption of this Charter the Board shall
have prepared a general codification of all county ordinances and resolu-
tions having the effect of law. The general codification thus prepared
shall be adobted by the Board in a single ordinance. After adoption the
Board shall have the codification printed immediately in an appropriate
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manner together with the Charter and such rules and regulations as the
Board may direct. Additions or amendments to the code shall be prepared,
adopted, and printed at least every two years.

R N . \,/—/\__/
/' Section 1.03. Districts. .

A. There shall be five County Commission districts. The initial

boundaries of these districts shall be identical with the boundaries of
the five County Commission districts existing at the time of the 1956
general election.

B. The Board may .by. ordinance adopted by two-thirds vote of the
members of the Board change the boundaries of the districts from time to
time. The boundaties shall be' fixed on the basis of the character,
Section 1.04 Composition of the BOW

A. From each of the districts there shall be:

population, and geography of the districts.

1 A Céunt‘y Commissioner who shall be a qualified eleétor
residing within the distriet for six months before qualifyiﬁg who shall be
elected by the qualified electors of his district. Beginning with the state
primary elections in 1958 such Commissioners shall be elected for a
term of four years. _

(2) A County Commissioner who shall be a qual-ifiéd elector
residing within the district for six months before qualifying who shall be
elected by the qixalifi_ed electors of the county at large. Beginning with

_the state primary elections in 1964 such Commissioners shall be elect-éd'_ '
for a term of four years.

B. From each munic¢ipality in this county which shall have a popula- -
tion of 60,000 inhabifants .or more according to latest federal census,
there shall be a Couﬁty Commissioner who shall be a qualified eleétor _
residing within the munieipé‘lity for six months before qualifying who‘shaﬂ

"be elected by the qualified electors of such municipality. Such Commis-
sioners shall Sefve for a term of four years.

Section 1.05 Forfeiture of Office .

Any member of the Board who ceases to be a qualified voter of the
county or removes himself from the district or municipality from which he
was elected, or who fails to attend meetings without good cause for a
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. périod of six months, shall immediately forfeit his office.

Section 1.06. Salary.

Each €County Commissioner shall receive a salary of $6,000 per year
payable monthly and shall be entitled to be reimbursed for such reason-
able and necessary expenses as may be approved by the Board.

Section 1.07. Vacancxes.

Any vacancy in the Board shall be filled by ma]ority‘vote- of the re-

maining members of the Board within 30 days, or the Board shall call an
election to be held not more than 45 days thereafter to fill the vacancy.

The person chosen to fill the office vacated must be a resident for a per-

" jod of six months prior to his appointment of the distriet or municipality

from which the vacating Commissioner was elected . If the person is ap-
pointed he shall serve only untii the next state primary election ot until
the expiration of the term for which the vacating Commissioner was elected
‘whichever occurs first. If the person is elected he shall serve for the re-
mainder of the unexpired term of the vacating Commissioner.

Sectlon 1.08. Organization of the Board.

The Board shall select its own chairman and vice-chairman, each of

whom shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. The Clerk of the Circuit

Court or his deputy shall serve as clerk of the Board, No action of the

Board shall be taken except by a majority vote of those present at a meet-

" ing at which a majdrity of the Commissioners then i office are present.

All meetings shall be public.
ARTICLE 2
'ELECTIONS
Section 2.01. Election and Commencement of Teims of County.

Commissioness.

A. Except as otherw1se prov1ded in thxs Charter, the election for
County Commissioners elected from and by districts shall be held every
four years at the time of the state primary elections beginning in 1958,
and the election for County Commissionets elected at large shall be held

every four years at the time of the state primary elections begmning in

- 1960.

B. A candidate must receive a majority of the votes cast to be elected
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' If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast there will be a run-
; off election at the time of the state second primary election between the
two dvandida‘tes receiving the highest number of votes. Should é tie result,
the outcome shall be determined by Iot.

C. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the terms of office
of Coun_ty Commissioners shall commence on the secend Tuesday next
: " succeeding the date provided for the state second primary election.

Section 2.02. Election of County Commissioners from Municipali-

1 ties. )
At such time as a municipality becomes eatitled to elect a County

Commissioner, that municipality shall by erdinance fix. the time and

method of election of such Commissioner and the date on which his four

year term shall begin. If the municipality fails so to provide within 90
/\__/v_— .

days the office shall be treated as a izacancy on the Beard.
Section 2.03. Non-Partisan Elections.
All elections for the Board shall be non—pértisan and no ballot shall

show the party designation of any candidate. No candidate for the office
of County Commissioner shall be required to pay any party assessment or
- . state the party of which hé is a member or the manner in which he votéd‘
or will vote in any election. '

Section 2.04. Qualifications and Filing Fee. g

~ All candidates for the office of County Commissioner shall qualify
with the Cletk of the Circuit Court at least 30 day_s prior to the-d_ate.vof

the election at which he is a candidate in the method provided by law or |

ordinance and shall pay a filing fee of $300. All filing fees shall be paid -
into the general funds of the county.
Section 2.05. Invalidity.

If any part of this Article relating to the method of election of

Commissioners is declared in‘val_id the general election laws of this
state shall controlin place of such invalid provision, except that if Section
2.03 is declared invalid the terms of the Commissioners elected at large
and from districts shall commence on the second Tuesday next succeeding

the general election.
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Section 2.06. Additional Re-g.dl;ations and State Laws.

A. The Board may adopt by ordiriance any additional regulations

goveming elections not inconsistent with this Charter.

B. Except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by ordinance
adopted hereunder the provisions of the election laws of this state shall
apply to elections held under this Charter.

Seéon. 2.07. Canvassing Elections.

: All elections under this Charter shall be canvassed by the Board of ‘

County Commissioners, the Cletk of the Circuit Court, and one County
Judge sitting as a canvassing board. :
— ARTICLE 3

THE COUNTY MANAGER

Section 3.01. Appointment and Removal.

The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint a County Manager

who shall be the chief executive officer and head of the administrative

branch of the county government. The Board shall fix the Managet’s
' compensation, and he shall serve at the will of the Board. :

Section 3.02. Qualifications.

The Manager shall be chosen by the Board on the basis of his execu-
tive and administrative qualifications. At the time of his appointment he

need not be a resident of the state No County Commissioner shall be

SN

eligible for the position of Manager during or within two years after the -
expiration of his latest term as Cominissioner.

P . Section 3.03. Absence of Manager.

The Board may designate a qualified administrative 6Eficer' of the

County to assume the duties and authority of the Manager during periods . - ¥

of temporary absence or disability of the Manager.
Section 3.04. Powers and Duties .
A. The] ger shall be responsible to the Board of County Commis-

sioners for the administration of all units of the county government

upder his jurisdiction, and for carrying out policies adopted by the

Board. The Manager, or such other persons as may be designated by

resolutien of the Boérd, shall execute contracts and other instruments, .
sign bonds and other eviderces of indebtedness, and accept process.
10
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B.. The Manager shall have the power to appoint and remove .all ad-

ministrative officers and employees of the county subject to the provisions

of this Charter and civil service rules and regulations.

/ Section 3.05. Restriction on Board Members.

/ Neither the Board nor any of its members shall direct or request the
-appointment of any person te, or his removal from, office by the Manager
or any of his subordinates, -or take part in the appointment or removal of
officers and employees in the administrative services of the county.

Except for the purpose of mqu1ry, as provided in Section 1. 01A(20), the

Board and its members shall deal with the administrative servxce solely
through the Manager and meither the Board nor any membets thereof shall

give orders-to any subordinates of the Manager, either publicly or pri-

vately. Any wilful violation of the provisions of this Section by a member
_.of the Board shall be grounds for his removal from office by an action
! - brought in the Cix;cuit Court by the State Attomey of this county.
o ARTICLE 4

_ - ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE

Section 4.01. Departments.

There shall be departmerits of ﬁnance, personnel, planning, l:_aw',, :_md-‘-

i by this Charter shall be performed under the supervision of the Ma-na”__:_*

Section 4.02. Administrative Procedure.

i The Manager shall have the power to issue and place into effect ad« :

ministrative orders, miles, and regulations. The organization and ope[_a_tmg

‘procedure of departments shall be set forth in administrative regulations

whlch the Manager shall develop, place into effect by administrative: oi-

dets and submit to the Board. The Board may, by ordinance, modxfy such

o » A. The j\department of fmance shall be headed by a finance dlrector

orders, rules, or regulations.

Section 4.03. Financial Administration.

; appomted by the Manager. The finance director shall have charge of the
financial affairs of the courity.

\O(\B. Not less than 120 days before the beginning of the fiscal year,
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“tion adopted by two-thirds vote of the members present waive compet1t1ve_~

the Manager shall recommend to the Board a propos.ed budgef presenting a
complete financial plan, including cap‘ital and dperaﬁing‘budéféﬁs;:gor the:
ensuing fiscal year. A summary of the budget shaﬂ': be pyblished. and the
Board- shall hold hearings on and adopt a budget . o

C. No money shall be drawn from the county treasury nor shall any
obligation for the expenditure of money be mcurred-,e}_rce@t;: purSuant to -
appropriation and except that the Board may establish working capital,
revolving, pension, or trust funds and may provide that expenditures from
such funds can be made without specific appropriation. The Board, by
ordinance, may transfer any unencumbered appropriation balance ar any
portion thereof, from one department, fund, or agency to another subject
to the provisions of ordinance. Any portion of the eamings or balance of

the several funds, other than sinking funds for obligations not yet retired,

rrxay be transferred to the general funds of the county by the Board.

D. Contracts for public improvements and purchases of éug.pri.e's,
materials, and services other than professional shall be made whenever.
practicable on the basis of specifications and_compe:titive: brds ‘Fotmal
sealed bids shall be secured for all such contracts and purchases when

the transaction involves the expenditure of $2000 ormore.. The transaction

shall be evidenced by writtencontract submitted and approved by -the'Board. L

The Board, upon written recommendation of the Manager, may by resolu-

bidding when it finds this to be in the best interest of the county

E. Any county official or employee of the county whe has a s_p-ecia.lf
financial interest, direct or indirect, in any action by the Board shall
make known that interest and shall refram from veting upon or otherw1se
participating in such transaction. Wilful vxolatron of this section shall -
constitute malfeasance in office, shall effect forfeiture of office or posi-
tion, and render the transaction voidable by the Board.

F. Such officers and employees of the county as the Board may
designate shall give bond in the amount and with the surety prescribed by
the Board. The bond premiums shall be paid by the c_ounty;

G. At the end of each fiscal year the Board shall provide for an audit
by an independent certified public accountant designated by the Board of

12




the accounts and finances of the county for the fiscal year juét compléted.,
H. The Budget Commission creafe‘d' by Chapter 21874 Laws of

F lérida, 1943, is hereby abelished, and Chapter 21874 shall no longer be

of any effect.

Section 4.04. Assessment and Collection of Taxes.

A. Beginning with the tax year 1961, the county tax rolls prepared by
the county shall be the only legal tax rolls in this county for the assess-
ment and collection of county and municipal taxes. Thereafter 100 munici-
palityi shall have an assessor or prepare an ad valorem tax roll. Each

municipality shall continue to have the right to adopt its own budget,

fix its own millage, and levy its own taxes. Each municipality shall

certify its levies to the County Manager not later than 30 days after the

county tax rolls have been finally approved by the Board. Any municipality

may ebtain a copy of this tax roll upon payment of the cost of preparing

such a copy, and copies of the tax rolls ‘shall" be available for public

i
i
¢
1
i

inspection at reasonable times. Maps shewing the assessed valuation of
each parcel of property may be prepared and made available for sale to
the public at a reasonable price.

B. All county and ﬁxuniéipal taxes for the tax year beginning January
1, 1961, and ali subséquent tax years, shall be collected by the county on
one bill prepared and sent out by the county. Mf io_lﬂtl_gr_li

municipal taxes shall be shown as Separate itém‘s, and may be paid ¥
. ———— i

separately. -
C. Delinquent municipal taxes shall be collected in the same manner

i
H
H
1
i
i
i
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H
H
i
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as delinquent County taxes.
D. All the tax revenues collected for any municipality :shall be re-

tumed monthly by the county to the mimi-cipality.

Section 4.05. Department of Personnel .-

A. The Board of County Commissioners shall establish and maintain |
personnel and civil serviée,_ retirement, and group insurance programs. Th
personnel system of the county shall be based on merit principles in order
to foster effective career serv'-i‘ce_ in county einployment and te employ
those persons best qualified for éounty services which they are to perform.

B. The County Manager shall appoint a personnel director who shall

13
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head the department of personnel and whose duty it shall be to administer
the personnel anld civil seivice programs and the rules governing them. The
standards of such programs shall not be less than those prevaﬂi‘ling at the’
tihe of the effective date of this Chaster.

C. Except as provided herein, Chapter 30255, General Laws, 1955, as
it exists on the effective date of this Charter, shall remain in effect until
amended or changed by ordinance of the Board of County Commissieners
‘adopted by two-thirds vote of the members present after recommendation
from either the Personnel Advisory Board or the County Manager. ‘ ‘

D. Employees of municipalities who, by merger, transfer, or assign- :
ment of govermnmental units or functions become county employees, shall

‘not lose the civil service rights or privileges which have accrued to them

during their period of employmerit with such municipality, and the county
. shall use its best efforts to employ these employees within the limitsrof
their capabilities. However, if because of the merger of a departmenf or
division of amunicipality with the county, all of the employees of such
department or division are unable to be employed by the county, either
because of lack of funds or lack of work, the employee possessing the
greater amount of service shall be retained in accordance with civil ser-
vice rules and regulationé. Those employees who are not retained shall
be placed on a priority list for employment by the county subject go
seniority. Any non-retained employee shall have the option, if a vacancy :
occurs or exists in another department, and if he is qualified to render the »
service required, to either accept such employment or remain on the ‘prior- :
ity list until such time as employment shall be available for him in h.i-s.
_own or similar classification.

E. The pension plan presently provided by the state for county

empl‘dyees shall not be impaired by the Board. Employees of

municipalities, who by merger, transfer, or assignment of governmental
units or functions become county employees shall not lose their pension
rights, or any reserves accrued to their benefit during their period of em-

ployment with such municipality. The Board of County Commissioners

shall provide a method by which these employees’ fights and reserves shall

be protected, and these employees shall continue until retirement, dismissal,

14




or death in a v ension status no less beneficial than the status held by

them at the time of merger or assignment.

F. The} Board of County Commissioners shall provide and place mte
effect a practlcal group insurance plan for all county employees.

Section 4.06. Depdrtment of Law.

Thete shall be a county attorney appointed by the Board of County
Commissiofiers who shall serve at the will of the Board and who. shall
head the department of law. He shall devote his full time to the service

of the county and shall serve as llegal counsel to the Board, Manager, and

all county departments, offices, and agencies, and perform such other

legal duties as may be assigned to him. With the approval of the Boatd,

he may appoint such assistants as may be necessary in order that his
duties may be performed properly. The Board may employ special counsel
for specific needs. ' '

Section 4.07. Department of Planning.

The department of planning shall be headed by a‘planni.ﬁg director
appointed by the County Manager. The planning director shall be qualified
in the field of planning by special training and experience. Under the

supervision of the Manager and with the advice of the Planning Ad’vi’sérf,

. Board elsewhere provided for in this Charter, the planning director shall

among other things:

(1) Conduct studies of county »poipulation, land use, facilities,
resources, and needs and other factors which influence the county’s de-

veloprﬁent, and on the basis of such studies prepate such official and

other maps and reports as, taken together, constitute a master plan for

the welfare, recreational, economic; and physical development of the -

county. _

(2) Prepare for review by the Planning Advisory Board, and for
adoption by the Board of County Commissioners, zoning, subdivision, -and
related regulations for the unincorporated areas of the county and minimum
standards governing zoning, subdivision, and related regulations for the
municipalities; and prepare recommendations to effectuate the master
plan and to coordinate the county’s proposed capital improvements with
the master plan.

15
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(3) Review the municipal systems of planning, zoning, sub-
division, and related regulations and make recommendations thereon with
a view to coordinating such municipal systems with one another and with
those of the county.

Section 4.08. Boards.

The Board of County Commissioners shall by ordinance create a
Planning Advisory Board, a Zoning Appeals Board, and such other boards
it may deem necessary, prescribing in each case the number, manner of
appointmeni:, length of term, and advisory or quasi-judicial duties of mem-
bers of such boards, who shall serve without compensation but who may
be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in official duties, as may
be determined and approved by the Board of County Commissioners.

ARTICLE 5
MUNICIPALITIES

Section 5.01. Contislwance of Municipalities.

The municipalities in the county shall remain in existence so long as
their electors desire. No municipality in the county shall be abolished
without approval of a majority of its electors voting in an election called
for that purpose. The right of self determination in local affairs is re-
served and preserved to the municipalities. except as otherwise provided
in this Charter. |

Section 5.02. Municipal Powers.

Each municipality shall have the authority to exercise all powers re-
lating to its local affaité not inconsistent with this Charter. Each muni-
cipality may provide for higher standards of zoning, service, and regula-
tion than those provided by the Board of County Commissioners in order
that its individual character and standards may be preserved. f‘ér its
citizens. |

Section 5.03. Muiiicipal- Charters. -

A. Except as pravided in Section 5.04, any municipality in the county
may adopt, amend, or revoke a charter for its own government or abolish
its existence in the following manner. Its governing body shall, within

120 days after adopting a resolution or after the certification of a petifion

of ten per cent of the qualified electors of the municipality, draft or have
16 '
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drafted by a method determined by municipal ordinance a proposed charter,
amendment, revocation, or abolition which shall be submitted to the
electors of the municipalities. Unless an election occurs not less than 60
nor more than 120 days after the draft is submitted, the proposal shall be
submltted at a special election within that time. The governing body shall
. 7 make copies of the proposal available to the electers not less than 30
‘ days before the election. Alternative proposals may be submitted. Each
, proposal approved by a majority of the electors voting on such proposal
. .s»hall- become effective at the time fixed in the proposal.
(e\ B. All municipal charters, amendments thereto, and repeals thereof
shall be filed with the Clerk of trf@
\_ Section 5.04. Changes in Municipal Boundaries.

A. The planning director shall study municipal boundaries with a

view to recommending their orderly adjustment, improvement, and establisk-

ment. Proposed boundary changes may be initiated by the Planning Ad-
visory Board, theABoard of County Commissioners, the governing body of
a municipality, or by a petition of any person or group concemed—.-' -

B. The Boatd of County Commissieners, after obtaining the. apptoval
of the municipal goveming bodies concemed, after hearing the recommenda-
tions of the Planning Advisory Board, and after a public hearing, may by
otdinance effect boundary changes, unless the change involves the . 'g:

annexation or separation of an area of which more thar 250 residents are

eiectors in which case an affirmative vote of a majority of those ele‘étors»
voting shall also be requlted Upon any such boundary change any con-
flicting boundanes set forth in the charter of such municipality shall be

considered amended.

C. No municipal boundary shall be altered except as provided by

this Section.

Section 5.05. Creation of New Municipalities.

The Board of County Commissioners and only the Beoard may authorize
the creation of new municipalities in the unincorporated areas of the A
county after hearing the tecémmendation-s of the Planning.Advisoryv Board,
after a public hearing, and after an affirmative vote of a majority of the
'electors voting and re51dmg within the proposed boundades. The Boatd of
17




County Commissionets shall appoint a charter commission, consisting of
five electors residing within th'e proposed boundaries, who shall propese
a charter to be submitted to the electors in the manner provided in Sec-
tion 5.03. The new municipality shall have all the powers and rights
granted to or not withheld from municipalities by this Charter and the
Constitution and general laws of the State of Florida.

Section 5.06. Contracts With Othet Units of Government. .

Every municipality in this county shall have the power to enter into
contracts with other governmental units within or outside the boundaries
of the municipality or the county for the joint performanee or performance
by one unit in behalf of the other of any municipal function.

Section 5.07. Franchise and Utility Taxes.

Revenues realized from franchise and utility taxes imposed by munici-

palifies shall belong to municipalities.
' _ARTICLE 6
METROPOLITAN COURT
Section 6.01. Mettopohtan Court Estabhshed

A. A Court is hereby established, the name of whxch shall be the

Metropolitan Court. There shall be as many judges of this Court as. the
Board. shall déem necessary to administer promptly and expeditiously the '

business of the Court.

B. The judges shall be appointed by the Board by vote of two-thlrds
of the members of the Board to serve for six years. Terms of ofﬁce of
judges may be staggered. The senior judge shall be the admmlstratlve
officer of the Court. All judges shall be attotneys who have been qualxﬁed

H
;
i
1
i
i
{
i

for five years to practice law in the State: of Florida (’i‘he compensatxon
K ey

of the Judges ‘and all Coutt employees shall be fixed by ordmance.

C. Any ]udge may be removed for malfeasance mlsfeasancev_. or non-

feasance by vote of two-thirds of the members of the Boatd after pu'bl'i;e'
hearing.

Section 6.02. Jurisdiction and Procedure.

A. The Court shall have jurisdiction to try all cases arising undet
ordinances adopted by the Board.
B. The clerk of the Metropolitan Court shall be appointed by the.
‘ 18




Board. The clerk may appoint deputy clerks upon approval of the Manager.

The Court may hold sessions in such places as the Board may designate.
- C. Arrests, complaints, prosecutions, and convictions shall be in-

_sfitut‘ed and processed in the manner provided by the rules of the Court.

When the- complaint is made in the name of the county, a fonna[ complaint

.shall not be necessary to give the Court jurisdiction of offenses triable

in such Court, but the accused may be tried for the offense for which he ’_

is docketed; provided such docket entry is sufficient to put the accused *

upon notice of the offense with which he is charged. ;
"-D. - No person shall upon conv1ct10n for the violation of any eounty

) ordinance be punished by a fine exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment in. the

county jail for more than one year or by both such fine and imprisonment.

If the offense is punishable by a fine exceeding $500 or imprisonment in

the county jail for mote than 60 days, the accused shall be entitled to a
trial by jury upon demand. ‘
- E. All prosecutions for violations of any ordinance punishable by

fme or lmpnsonment shall be conducted by the State Attorney of this

county, if he be willing, and, if not, by the department of law., The Board
may by ‘ordinance provide for a public defender.

QAppeals_ will lie to the Circuit Court of this county from any final
j;ud:gment_._A-ll such appeals shall be taken within 20 daYS from the entry

of the judgment in the manner provided by the rules of the Circuit Cdurt.
The decision of tﬁe Citcui-t Court shalt be éubject to review in the same
mangner and thlun the same time as any other decision of the Cltcult Coudt. -
G. The judges of the Metropolitan Court are hereby empowered to’
adopt rules of procedure goverming the Court, to punish for contempt of
court mcludmg tmpn.sonment not in excess of 48 hours, to issue search
warrants, and to fix the amount of bail and appeal bonds. The Judges and
the clerks or their deputxes may administer oaths, issue witness subpoenas, '
and warrants for arrest.
ARTICLE 7
INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Section 7. 01. Initiative and Referendum.

The electors of the county shall hdve the power to propose to the
19




._p'eti»tion is presented e’ither:I

-affidavit stating the number of signers and the fact that each signature

Board of County Commissioners passage or repeal of ordinances and to
vote on thé question if the Board refuses action, according to the follow-
ing procedure: '

. (1) The person proposing the exercise of this power shall sub-
mit the proposal to the Board which shall without delay approve as to
form a petition for circulation in one or several copies as the propeser
may désire.

(2) The person or persons circulating the petition shall, within

one month of the approval of the form of the petition, obtain the signatures

of voters in numbers at least equal to five per cent of the total vote in the’

county for the office of Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial general

election, or 10,000 whichever is less. Each signer of a petition shall pl_‘acév
thereon, after his name, the date, and his place of residence or precitict num

ber. Each person circulating a copy of the petition shall attach to it a Vs’-'v;ié'rin

was made in the presence of the circulator of the petition.

/ (3) The signed petition shall be filed with the Board whiéh s_h':«:ﬂ-v
within 30-days order a canvass of the signatures thereon to detetm'i-.né the
suffici'ency of the signatures. If the number of signatures is'ins&ffi:éifeht'b
or the petition is deficient as to formor compliance with this section, the:
Board shall notify the person filing the petition and allow 30 days: for
filing of additional petition papers, at the end of which time the sufficien :
or insufficiency. of the petition shall be finally determined.

(4) The Board shall within 30 days after the date a sufficient

(a) Adopt the ordinance as submitted in an initiatory
petition or repeal the ordinance referred to by a r_efe;endary petitién', or =
(b) Determine to submit thé proposal to the electors.

(5) The vote of the electors, if required, shall take place
within 120 days after the >date the petition is presented to the Board,
préferably in an election already scheduled for other purposes, otherwise
in a special election. The result shall be determined by a majority vote
of the electors voting on the propesal.

. (6) An ordinance proposed by initiatory petition or the repeal of
20




an o’tdin:f:ance by referendary petition shall be effective on the day aftef -

the election, except that:

(a) Any reduction or elimination of existing revenue orany *
expenditures not provided for by the current budget or existing bond v
issues shall not take effect u-nfil the beginning of the next succeeding,
fiscal year; and V

(b) Rights accumulated under an ordinance between the time-

a certified referendary [')etvi'tion against the ordinance is presented to the

Board and the repeal of the ordinance by the votets, shall not be enf'd't(:é_(i?’

against the county; and

(c) Should two or more ordinances adopted at the same’ :e]_;écf B
tion have conflicting provisions, the one receiving the highest numb.esfi;'.ff
votes shall prevail as to those provisions.

(7). An ordinance adopted by the electorate through initiatory
proceedings shall not be amended or repealed by the Board for a p?erio& 0
one year after the election at which it was adopted, but thereafter it ma
be amended or repealed like any other ordinance.

Section 7.02. Recall. A

Any member of the Board of County Commissioners or the Sherif:f; or.
any Constable may be removed from office by the electors of the couh{y.
district, or municipality by which he was chosen. The proceduré ofi a; :
call petition shall be identical with that for an initiatory or referex‘.l'déry-'"
petition, except that: . | A ' ‘

(1) The Clerk of the Circuit Court shall approve the fqm‘iof. -

—

the petition.
- (2) The pétson or persons circulating the petition must ébt‘
sighatures of electors of the county, district, or municipality concetnied
numbers at least equal to ten per cent or 10,000, whichever is sma»-lle_:r,.c%f
the qualified voters in the county, district, or municipality. o
-(3)@‘ he signed petition shall be filed with and canvassed and

certified by the Cletk of the Circuit Coutt.)

(4) The Board of County Commissioners must provide for a. -
recall election not less than 45 nor more than 90 days after the c'erti’ﬁc:;_x- e

"tion of the petition.
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“The result shall be determined by a majority vote of the electors veting-on
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(5) The question of recall shall be placed on the ballot in.a

mannert that will give the elector a clear choice for or against the recall.

the question.

(6) If the majority is against recall the officer -shall eotiti-nue % ‘
in office under the terms of his previous election. If the majority is for. .
recall he shall, regardless of any defect in the recall petition, be deemed
removed from office immediately. .

(7) No recall petition against such an officer shall be certxfled -
within one year after he takes office nor within one year after a recall :
petition against him is defeated. . »

(8) Any vacancy created by recall in the offices of Shenff or..
Constables shall be filled for the remaining term by appointment by the =
Board of County Commissioners, or the Board may requu'e the-office to. be
filled at the next regular election or at a special election called for that

purpose.

ARTICLE 8
GENERAL PROVISIONS o 4
Section 8.01. Abolition of Certain Offices and Transfer of’

Functions.

A. On May 1 1958, the following offices are hereby abohshed and
the powers and functions of such offices are hereb;m; the
County Managet who shall provide for the continuation of all the duues
a-nd functions of these offices required under the Constitution andtgen
laws of this state: County Assessor of Taxes, County Tax Collector, k8
.County Surveyor, CoM-asing Agent, .and County Sup'ew_i.soi .65
Registration. ’

B. The County Manager may delegate to suitable persons the powers ‘.
and functions of such officers, provided however that until the term of -
office for which they were elected shall terminate the County Assessor
of Taxes, the County Tax Collectot, the County Supervisor of Re‘gist'ta-
tion, and the County Purchasing Agent shall each if he so desires remain
in his position and receive the same salary as presently brovi‘ded by
statute.
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offices required under the Constitution and general laws.
. Rt e e gy A ey

“or the performance of his official duties or employment, refuses to sign a.':"'ﬂ‘

- dinance for notice shall be not less than 30 days nor-more than 120 days .

of conflict supersede all municipal charters and ordinances, except as.’

' of conflict supersede all special and general laws of the state.

In the event that_other elective offices are abolished by the.;

the Board shall provide that any person duly elected to such officesha I

if he so desires remain in the same or similar position and receive . ~.th’e
M——'—’\W"—

same salary for the remainder of the term for which he was elected, and
\_‘\“___/ e =

e

shall provide for the continuation of all the duties and functions of these
e e

. e .
Section 8.02. Waiver of Immunity.

Any county or municipal officeholder or employee who, upen being

called before a grand jury to testify conceming the conduct of his office

waiver of immunity against subsequent eriminal prosecution, or to answer.

any relevant question conceming such matters before the grand- ]uty,s

be removed from office or public employment by the af)pr:opriate, author

or upon suit by the Sta-,ie Attorney of this county.
Section 8.03. Tort Liability .

The county shall be liable in actions of tort to the same ex'tv'én_t?.--'that?f
municipalities in the State of Florida are liable in actions in tort. How-.
ever no suit shall be maintained against the county for damages to pet— A
sons- or property or for wrongful death arising out of any tort unless writtgﬁ
notice of élaim shall first have been given to the county in the maﬁ:nei and

within the time provided by ordinance, except that the t1me -fixed: by ot—-

- Section 8. .04. Supremacy Clause.

A. This Charter and the ordinances adopted hereunder shall i cases

herein provided, and, where authorized by the Constitution, shall in éa-_ses»:

B. All other special and general laws and county ordmances and
rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Charter shall cent:l;pue-vm"‘
éffect until they are superseded by ordinance adopted by the Board. pur-

suant to this Charter and the Counstitution.

Section 8.05. Exi_stiﬁg Franchises, Contracts, and Licenses.

All lawful franchise, contracts, and licenses in force on the ‘effective

date of this Charter shall continue in effect until terminated or medified
23




in accordance with their terms or in the manner ptovided‘bytla\ﬁ or this

Charter.
Section 8.06. Effect of the Charter. :
A. This Charter shall be liberally construed in aid of its declared ’

purpose; which is to establish effective home rule government in this

county responsive to the people. If any Article, Seetion, subsection, sen-
tence, clause, or provision of this Chatter or the application thereof shall
be held invalid for-any teason, the remainder of the Charter and of any

ordi.nances or regulations made thereunder shall remain in-full force and

effect.

B. Nothing in this Charter shall be construed to limit or restnct the
power and jurisdiction of the Florida Railroad: and Public Utilities
- Commission.

Section 8.07. Amendments.

Artlendments to-this Charter may be proposed by a resolition adopted
by the Board of County Commissioners or by petition of electo,rsv numbet.—
ing five per cent of the number voting in the county for the_‘offieeof'G.ovFe

"nor in the last preceding gubernatorial general election. The Board shal’li
"call an election not less than 60 nor more than 120 days after it adopts
the resolutlon or receives a petition cettxﬁed in the manner teqmred for
an 1n1t1atoty petition for an ordinance. The result Shall be determmed by
‘a majonty of the electors voting on the amendment. B
' Section 8.08. Effective Date.

. This Charter shall become effective 60 days after it is tahfled by a’ }

ma]onty of the quallﬁed electors of the county votmg on the Charter. -
‘ ARTICLE 9 i
TRANSITORY PROVISIONS
Section 9.01. Composition of the First Board of County

Commissioners.
A. The County Commissioners who were el’ected at.Iarge at-,,the*g.‘en:- -
_eral Aelection in 1956 shall hold office for the term. of f"oti-r--'ye'ars'fer. wlich
they were elected and their term of office and their salary shall fot be
Changed by this Charter. Until additional Commxssmners ate elected and

take offxce as herein provided, the- Commlssmners elected in 1956 and

CPEE.



" their replacements if any as provided by law shall constitute the Board of
County Commissioners under this Charter. The term of the'Cemmiss_ionérs‘
elected at large in 1960 S‘haﬂ begin on the first Tues’day after the first
Monday in January, 1961, and end on the second Tuesday next succeedmg
the date provided for the 1964 state second primary election.

B. The election of the first Commissierner by any eligible municipality
shall be as provided by this Charter. The first such Commissioner shall
not take office before the second Tuesday next succeeding the 1958 state
second primary election. If any eligible municipality has not elected a

Commissioner by that date, the position shall be considered a vacancy

and filled in the manner provided herein.
Section 9.02. Appointment of County Manager.
The County Manager shall be appointed no later than October 31, 195 i

Sectmon 9.03. Re_assessmen-t.

A. On or before May 1, 1958, fhe Board of County Cémmissiéhets
shall provide for the teassessment according to law of all real and tan ib!
personal property w1thm the mcorporated and umncorporated areas of _ :
county exclusive of property assessed by the state. The cost of this
reassessment shall be paid out of the general funds of the county orany
other funds that might be available. This reassessment shall be c‘on;gl"_.

as expeditiously as possible but in no event later than January I, 1961.

B. After this reassessment has been complvetedvand" made offigial-.- ¥

the Board, county tax rolls reflecting this reassessinent shall be com
pléted and promptly made available o each municipality. B’egini;ihg :
the 1961 tax year, no other real and tasgible personal property taxmll
than those prepared by thie county shall be legal or in any manner used
. 'for the assessment of taxes within the incorporated and umncotporated
areas, except as provided in 9.03D.
C. Prior to. January 1, 1961, each municipality shall conform 1ts _
fiscal year to that of the county, and to accomplish this may levy. taxes
‘for less or more than one year but for not more than two years at once.
7 D. Upon peiition from any municipality on grounds of hardship: causé
by use of the county tax rolls or-pre_scriib‘ed fiscal year, the Board inay v
-from year to year gr:ant. that niunicipality an exemption, but no such
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exemption shall extend beyond January 1, 1966.
Section 9.04. Appropriation.

There is hereby appropriated from the general fund, fine and .forfei'tu-tev
fund, or any other appropriate fund, from unanticipated receipts and un-
expected balances in such funds, sufficient monies as determined by the
Boatd to pay for the cost of establishing the various departments, posi-:
tions, and procedures required by this Charter. Such appropriations and
expenditures are hereby declared to be for county purposes and are
legitimate expenditures, properly payable from the 195657 budget, as
hereby amended.

Section 9.05. Change of Commission Districts.

_ No County Commission district shall be changed until the results of
the 1960 federal census are available.

Section 9.06. Transition.

In order that there may be no interruption of the business of the

county, all persons holding office at the time this Charter takes effect

shiall continue in the perfoimance of their functions and duties until their . Sk

successots are appointed, or until their functions and duties are trans-
ferred, altered, or abolished in accordance with this Charter. All laws in
force when this Charter becomes effective and not inconsistent therewith
shall continue in force until they are superseded by ordinances adopted by
the Board in pursuance of this Charter. All ordinances and resolutiosis.
of the cdunty in force when this Charter becomes effective, and alt Iawf
rights, claims, actions, orders, obligations, proceedings, and contracts’ -
shall coxi_tinue until modified, amended, repealed, or supetseded in ac-
(;ordance with this Charter. »

Sectioﬁ 9.07. Tetminati:én of this Article.

After January 1, ‘19,67; this Article 9 shall cease to be a part of this
Charter.
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PORT AUTHORITY ACT CH. 22963 LAWS 1945
AS_AMENDED THROUGH 1957 SESSION

Section 1. Definitions. In the interpretation hereof the following
- words and terms-shall be taken to include thé following meanings when
the context shall require or permit, to-wit:

(a) ““County’’ shall mean any coimty having a population of
260,000 inhabitants or more according to the latest Federal Census and
shall include ‘‘Beoard of County Comxﬁissioners” of such -county.

(b) The word ““project’’ shall embracé any one or any com-

bination of two or more of the following, to-wit: harbor, port, shipping and

airport facilities of all kinds, including, but not limited to harbors,
channels, turning basins, anchorage areas, jetties, breakwaters, water
ways, canals, locks, tidal basins, wharves, docks, piers, slips,bulkhe,ads,-

public landings, warehouses, terminals, refrigerating and cold storage

v BT i L L i e

plants, railroads and motor terminals for passengers and 'vfreight; roﬂi'ng
stock, car ferries, boats, conveyors and appliances of all kinds for the
handling, storage;' inspection and transportation of freight and the hand- »
ling of passenger traffic, airport facilities of all kinds for land and sea
" planes, including, but net Iitﬁited to, landixig fields, water areas for the

landing and taking off of aircraft, hangars, sheps, buses, trticks-,. and alt. -

other facilities for the landing, taking off, operating, servicing, repairing

and parking of aircraft, and the Vl‘oading and unloading and handling of S
ééssengers, mail, express and freight; administration buildings, tqﬂ hlgh— :
ways, tunnels, causeways and bridges connected therewith or inci&ént or
auxiliary therete, and may include all property, rights, easements and fﬁ;-m—‘_
chises relating to any such project and deemed necessary or cenveniedt
for the .acquisi'tioh,.constmcﬁon, purchase or operation thereof,

(As amended by Ch. 28386, Laws 1953)

{c) The term “Cost”” as applied to improvements shall mean -
the cost of constructing or acquiring improw}ements as ﬁereinabove defined:
and shall embrace the cost.of a‘ll labor and materials, the cost of all ‘
machinery and equipment, financing charges, cost of engineering énd
legal expenses, plans, specifications, and such other expens-és as
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may be necessary or incident te such construction ot

acquisition.

(d) The term ““Cost’ as applied to a project acquired, con-

structed, extended or enlarged, shall include the purchase price of any :
project acquired, the cost of Improvements, the cost of such construction, - :
extension or enlargement, the cost of all lands, properties, nghts ease- H

ments and franchises acquired, the cost of all machinery and equipment, i
financing charges interest during construction and, if deemed advisable,
for one year after completion of construction, cost of investigations and

audi-t_s and of engineering and legal services, and all other expenses nec-
essary or incident to determining the feasibility or practicability of such

acqmsxt}on or construction, administrative expense and such other ex-

penses. as may be necessary or incident to the financing herein authorized
and to the acquisition or construction of a project and the placing of the
same in operatxon Any obligation or expense incurred by the County

prior to the issuance of revenue bonds under the provisions of this Act

for engineering studies and for estimates of cost and of revenues and for

other technical, financial or legal services in connection with the acquISI- '

tion or construction of any project may be regarded as a part of the cost of
such pto;ect. (As amended by Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)

(e) The term “‘board of county commissioners?’’ é,hall mclude

- all members. of the board of county commissioners in such county whether
their offices are created by the constitution, the legislatire, or by any

home rule charter (Added by amendment Ch. 57-911, Laws 1957)

Sectlon 2. When the population of any county according: to the
latest F ederal Census shall exceed 260 000 1nhab1tants then any such
county and the County Commxssmnets of any such county shall have the
' power, if addition to the powers othemlse conferred: (as amended by
. Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(1). To construct, acquire, establish, improve, extend, enlarge
reconstruct equlp, maintain, repair and operate any project as herein:
defmed either within or without the territorial boundaries of the County,
(as amended by Ch. 24269, Laws 1947)

(2) Subject to the jurisdiction of the United States of America
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and the State of Florida, to construct, establish and improve harbors in
the County and all navigable and non-navigable water connected thétew_ith,
to regulate and control all such waters, to construct and maintain such
canals, slips, turning basins and ch'annels and upon such terms and con-
ditions as mayvbe required by the United States of America, and to enact,
adopt and establish by resolution, rules and regulations for the complete
exercise of jurisdiction and control over all said waters; (As amended by
Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

3) To acquire by grant, purchase, gift, devise, condemnation,
exchange or in any other manner, all property, real or personal, or any
estate or interest therein, upon such terms and conditions-as the said
County shall by resolution fix and determine; (As amended by Ch. 24296,
Laws 1947) ‘

(a) Repealed. (Ch. 31437,‘ Laws Extraordinary Session 1’956)-

(b) There is hereby grarnted to such County and the Board of
County Commissioners thereof, the specific ri:ght, power and authority to
construct, maintain and operate elevated toll roads, and the approaches

thereto, alodg, over -and across any public street or streets of any city,

. town or municipality lecated within any such County. (Added by amendment

Ch. 28387, Laws 1953) o _
(4) Repealed (Ch. 31437, Laws Exttaordméw Session 1956)
(5) To appoint shipping masters for ports or hartbors under its
control, to determine their qualificatidns, and to adept rules and bregula-

tions prescribing their duties; (As amended by Ch. 2429, Laws 1947)

(6) To license stevedores as independent conkactors for hire to

handle stevedoring at and in the harbors and airports in the county and to
fix the terms and conditions of such licenses and to determine the fees to
be charged for same, and any and all such licenses of all persons, firms,

gfoup_s or corporations so licensed shall coritinue at the pleasure of the

‘County; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

{(7) To issue revenue bonds, payable solely from revenues, to
pay all or a part of the cost of ;acq,uisition, construction, extension, en-
largement, improvement or modernization of any project, and to pledge the
revenues to secure the payment of ~onds, but such bonds shall not bear
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interest to exceed five per centum (5%) per annum; (as amended by Ch.
24296, Laws 1947) _

(8) For the purpose of paying all or a part of the ceost of a pro-
ject, to issue certificates of indebtedness or bonds secured bby_ purchase
money mortgage lien upon the title to the real or personal property consti-
tuting a project, but neither shall bear interest at a rate exceeding, five
per centum (5%) per annum; {as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(9) To enter into joint arrangeménts with steamship lines, rail-
roads, airlines or other transportation lines, or any common carrier, if the
County shall deem it advantageous so to do; (as amended by Ch. 24296,
Laws 1947)

(10) To make and enter into all contracts and agreements and to — IR

do and petform all acts and deeds necessary and incidental to the perform-

ance of its duties and the exercise of its powers;.'(as' a_m(end"éd‘ by Ch.
24296, Laws 1947) |

(11) To fix, regulate and collect rates and charges for the ser-
vices and facilities -fumished by any project under its control; tov..estab-lisih:,'“ :
limit and control the use of any project as may be deemed .ne'cessary to (
insure the proper operation of the project; to impose sanctions to promote
and enforce compliances; and to prescribe rules and tegulatxons and im-
pose penalties and sanctions to insure the proper performance of the
duties of any stevedore or of any such shipping master and the enfo:ce’-
‘ment of any rule or regulation which the County may éd‘opt-ify thie 'regulf'a—
i tion of the ports, harbors, wharves, docks, airports and oﬁﬁer éroject's
! under its control. (as amended by Ch. 24296 Laws 1947 and Ch. 28387

Laws 1953)

R i : (12) To fix the rates of wh'arfage,.dockage,: wa:éhou’sing,,

_storage and port and terminal charges for the use of the port and harbor

facilities located within or without said County and owned. or operated by . i

said County, to fix and determine the rates, tolls and other charges for .
the use of harbor and airport improvements and harbor and airport facnhtles
located within or without said County insofar as it may do so under the
Constitution of the State of Florida and the Constitution and faws of the
United States of America. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)
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, torneys and such other employees and agents as may be necessary in its

States or any agency thereof, which may be necessary in order to procute -

(13) To regulate the operation, docking, st;)ring and conduct of
all water craft of any kind, plying or using the waterways within the Couniy,
and of all aircraft of any kind operating over and within the County or
utilizing for air navigation purposes, any other area, field, location, or
place within the County for air navigation purposes of the repair, storage
ot handling of aircraft; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(14) To receive and accept from any Federal agency, grants for
or in aid of the construction, improvemerit or operation of any project and
to receive and accept contributions from any source of either money,
property, labor or other things of value; (as amended by Ch. 24296,

Laws 1947)
(15) To make any and all applications required by the Treasury

Department and other departments or agencies of the United States Govern-

ment as a condition precedent to the establishment within the County of a
freeport, forexgn trade zone or area for the reception from foreign countries
of articles of commerce and to expedite and’ encourage foreign commerce,
and the handling, processing and delivery thereof inte foreign commerce
free from the payment of custom duties and to enter into any agreements

required by such departments or agencies in connection therewith and to

make like applications and agreements with respect to the establishment

‘within said County of one or more bonded warehbuses ; (as amended by

Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(16) To enter into'any contract with the Govemment of the Umted

as51stance appropriations and aid for the deepening, widening and exterid- -
ing of channels .and turning basin, the building and construction of alrport
and airport facilities, slips, wharves, breakwaters, jetties, bulkheads and
any and all other harbor and air navigation improvements and facilities;
(as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947) »

(17) To employ consul-ting. engineers, superintendents, n-lanagers:,

and such othet engineering, construction and accounting experts and at-

judgment, and to fix their compensation; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws
1947) and to pay to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of any such County
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~ ditections for the operatlon and conduct of any project owned or operated

such compen satlon as such Board of County Commissioners may detetmme

but not to exceed two thousand five hundred dellars ($2,500. 00) per annuin;
e B e e sty P e SREINSEEE
to be paid exclusively from the revenues arising from the operation of any.

project owned and operated under authority of this act, for his extraordmaxy
services rendered to such Board in the performance of their duties and the

exercise of their powers under this Act; such compensatxon shall be in

addltlon to any and all other compensatlon provided by law for such Clerk - ‘

of the Circuit Court. (added by amendment Ch. 30146 Laws’ 1955)
(18) To make or cause to be made such surveys, mvestlgatlons
studies, borings, maps, plans, drawings and estimates of cost and reven
as it may deem necessary, and may prepare and adopt a comprehenswe'
plan or plans, for the location, construction, improvement and develop-
ment of any project. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch.. 28:
Laws 1953)

(19) To grant exclusive or non- exclusxve franchises to petso '

firms or corporations for the operating of restaurants cafeferias, bars

tax1cabs vending machines and other concessions of a non—aeronautlca

nature in, on and in connection with any project owned and operated’-jb
the County; previded, however, that no exclusive franchise shall be so
granted unless the Board of County Commissioners of said County sh
first cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in.s:
County notice of the fact that it intends to grant such exclusive. franc:
and will at a time certain to be fixed in said notice, not less than- ﬂut

G0 days after the publication of said _notice, enter into nefgotatmns '

any interested parties as to. the terms, conditions and provisions of’ 14
such excluswe franchise, and that such negotations-with any mteres’fed
parties as to the terms, conditions and previsions of any such excluswe
franchxse are to continue for a period. of not less than ten (10 days befet
such exclusive franchise is granted; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws
1947 and Ch. 30146, Laws 1955)

(20) To adbpt and promulgate suitable rules, regulations and-

by the County and for the use of any such project and any facility con-
nected therewith by others; (as amended by Ch.24296, Laws 1947)
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(21) To enter into contracts with utility companies or others for

. tﬁe supplying by said utility compal.li,es or others of water, electricity
':‘and/quteiephone service to or in connection w1th any preject; (as amended
" by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(22) To approve or disapprove the location, establishment, con-. '
 struction and operation of privately owned airports within the County. No
sta_te aitport license or state approval of an airport site shall be effective

in the County without the approval of the County on the application there-
for; (a'_s. amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

' (23) Thie County shall have a lien upon all aircraft landing upon
any an'port owned and operated by it, for all chatges for landmg fees and - '
other fees and charges for the use of the facilities of such airport by any

) such axtcraft whenever payment of such chatges and fees 1s not made

mmmedlat’el‘y upon demand therefor to the operator or owner ‘of the aircraft

: by a duly authorized employee of the. Couhty Such lién may be enforced as
provxded by law for the enforcement of watehousemen s liens in this State; »
(as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947, and Ch. 25520, Laws 1949)

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to remove or attempt to
remove any such aircraft from such airport a’ftet'notilc’e of the t_ien. has been-
served upon the owner or operafOt'the_reof or‘.afjtel.r ‘posting of such notice
upon such aticraft. Any person who shall >ten'1'ove or. atte‘m"pt to. rtemove 'Aany

such aircraft from such airport, after service or postlng of the notice of .

hen as herein provnded and before payment of the amount’ due to.the A
County fot land fees and charges incurred by such aucraft shall be ;
pumshed as for a misdemeanor.

Provided, the ptovxsxons of this. sub—paxagraph (a) shall
not apply in cases where by written contract fees and charges are payable-
at stated intervals. (amended by Ch. 25520 ‘Laws 1949) »

" (24) To pledge by resolution or contract the. revenues ansmg

from the operation of any project or projects o_wned- and operated by the
County to the payment of the cost of operation, maintenance, repa_ir, im-
ptovement, extension and/or enlargement of the pteject« or projects from

the operation of which such revenues are received and for the payment of

principal and interest on bonds issued in connection with any such project '
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or projects, and to. combine for ﬁnancing purposes any two or more pro-
jects constructed or acquired by the County under the provisions of this.
Act. In any such case the County Commissioners may adopt separate
budgets for the operation of such project or projects and it shall not be
necessary to include such revenues and the expenditure thereof in the
general County budget except >by reference and for accounting purposes
only. In every such case such revenues shall be expended exclusively for
the payment of thé costs of eperation, maintenance, repaﬁ, improvement,
extension aad enlargemenf of the project or projects from the operation of
which such revenues arise, for the performance of the County’s contracts: - . '
in connection with such project or projects, and for the payment of '

principal and interest requirements of any bonds issued in c_onnéction ‘

with the btoject or projects. Aay surplus of such funds remaining on. haﬁdi v
at the end of any year shall be carried forward and may be expended: in the :
shcceeding year for the payment of the costs of operation of such project
or projects or for the repair, improvement and/or extension thereof as the - Gk
Commissioners may determine, unless such surplus has been ’p-ledged'gfot i
the payment of principal and interest on bonds, as authorized in sub-

paragraph (25) of this Section, in which event any such surplus shall be

applied in accordance with the resolution pledging the same. (as amended
by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947, Ch. 26652, Laws 1951, Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)

(25) The ‘County Commissioners of any such County are authorized’

to issue general obligation bonds or revenue bonds of said County for the

purpose of paying all or a part of the cost of any. one or more projects.as

herein defined, including the cost of enlargement, expéhsion ‘and-/é;-dévél'o

ment of such project whether the property used therefor has previously been
aequired or not, and the cost of removing therefrom and/or relocating or
recdnstructing at another location, any buildings, structures. or facilities
‘which in the opinien of such Commissioners constitute obstructions O-t
hazards te the safe or efficient operation of any such project, and for the
purpese of paying off and retiring any revenue bonds issued under the
provisions of this Act. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. ~
Ch. 25166, Laws 1949) .
The bonds of each issue shall be dated, shall bear interest :
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" prior to maturity. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. 25166,

T e AT e g e+ e,

at such rate or rates not exceeding five per centum (5%) per annum, shall

. mature at such time or times not exceeding forty years from their date or

dates, as may be determined by the Board, and may be made redeemable
before maturity, at the option of the County, at such price or prices and
under such terms and cenditions as may be fixed by the Board prior to the
issuance of the bonds. The Board shall determine the form of bonds, in-

cluding any interest coupons to be attached thereto, and the manner of

. execution of the bonds, and shall fix the denomination ot denoininations of

the bonds and the place or places of payment of pfincipal and interest,
which may be at any bank or trust company witixin or without the State.

In case any officer whose signature or a facsimile of whose 51gnature
shall appear on any bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer before
the: dehvery of such bonds, such signature or such facsimile shall never-

theless be valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if he had re-

mained in ofﬁce until such delivery. All bonds issued under the | provisions i

of thxs Act shall have and are hereby declared to have all the qualxtxes

and incidents of negotiable instruments under the -negotiable mstmments

. law of the State. The bonds may be issued in coupon or in reg1stered form,

or both, as .the Board may determine, and provision may be made for the
registration of any coupon bonds as to principal alone and also as to both
principal and interest and for the reconversion into coupon bonds of any.
bonds registered as to both ptmcxpal and mterest. The i 1ssuance of such
bends, shall not be subject to any Iimitations or conditions contamed in
any any other law, and the Board may sell such bends. in such manner, -
elther at public or at prwate sale, for such price, as’ it may d’etermine
to be for the best interest of the County, but no such sale shall be made
at a pnce so low as to require the payment of mterest on the money re-
ceived therefor at more than five per centum (5%) per annum, computed
with relation to the absolute maturity of the bonds in accordance with _
standard tables of bond values, excluding, however, from such computa-

tions the amount of any premium to be paid on redemption of any bends

Laws 1949)
No general obligation bonds shall be issued hereunder unles
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" and used for no other purpose than the payment of such principal at_l‘&‘» i

the issuance of such bonds shall have been approved in the manner re- ' r
quired by the Constitution and Laws of Florida for the issuance of bonds }
of the County. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. 25166, _
Laws 1949) | 5
For the payment of the principal of and the interest on any
general obligation bonds of the County issued under the provisions of
this Act, the Board is hereby authorized and required to levy annually a
special tax upon all taxé.ble property within the County, over and above

all other taxes authorized or limited by law, and in addition to the tax

authorized by Section S of this Act, sufficient to pay such principal and

interest.as the same respectively become due and payable, and the pto-

ceeds of all such taxes shall when collected be paid into a special fund:

terest; provided, however, that there may be pledged to the payment.of:

such prineipal and interest the surplus of the revenues of the project «
projects, after payment of the cests of operation, maintenance and re|
thereof, and in the event of such pledge the amount of the annual tax *
levy herein required may be reduced in any year by the amount of s-uéh~ i
revenues actually received in the preceding year and then remammg of
deposxt to the credlt of the special fund for the payment of such prin
and interest. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. 25166, ..
1949) ' '
(26) To do all other acts and things necessary or ptoper in
exercise of the pewers herein granted (as amended by Ch 24296

1947)
€27) To construct, own, maintain and operate trade marts ‘a.x"x.'
exposition halls aﬁd bu-ild-in_gs'for the display, exhibition and sale éff .
goods, wares.and merchandise, which are hereby defined to be pro‘je'é.
within the inean»ing of this_- Act; to rent space in, around or connected
such trade marts to others and to collect rents, fees and eharges -thé‘r_,
to sublet the whole or any part thereof to others and to enter into con-
tracts with others for the operation thereof on such terms and condxtxo
as said Board of County Commissioners shall by resolution determ;ne-
be for the best interests of the Cournty; to rent, let and lease to &h-ersf .
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: 1,_by a pledge of all or any part of the available i income or revenues

ground space on, in or connected with any project ewned and opérated by v
the County for the construction, maintenance and operation thereon of any
such trade mart, exposition hall or building; to use the proceeds 'arisir;g
from the operation or rental of any such trade mart or exposition hall or
building or from the rental of ground space therefor to pay the expense of

operation, upkeep and maintenance thereof and for advertising and

publicity thereof and for such other purposes as the said Boatd of County.
Commissioners shall determine to be for the best interest of the County.
(as amended by Ch. 25166, Laws 1949) ‘ '

(28) To borrow money and to issue notes for any purpose ot
purposes for whichbonds may be issued under the provisions of thls Acf'
and to refund the sanie; to issue notes in antici-pation of the _re(__ie'ip_ti (_a[f
proceeds of the sale of any such bonds; to secure an advance of cree
any such purpose or purposes under a credit agreement or othet. agte
with -any bank or trust company or any perseon, firm or corporatlon

without the State; and to secure any such borrowing, notes or agre e

received by the County under the provisions of this Act ot byan ag'
ment to exercise any of the powers conferred by this Act. (as -ame
Ch. 28387, Laws 1953) ‘ e B

Section 3. For administrative convenience the board ofcounty
'commisisioners in the exercises of the powers hereby confet"réd'a:r:r(‘ft
- powers otherwise conferred, may be hereafter desxgnated descnbed
. referred to as.the county port autherity or any other appropnate t1 fe: di
adopted by resolution of the board of county. commxssxoners on

that in counties to which this act. applies that have adopted or. may

after adopt, -a home rule form of governnient and that-'createz or estab
thereunder a port authority to conveniently administer the business-ai

. exercise the powers provided for in this act, the words “portauth

shall apply wherever the words * ‘cduntY" or ““board of coﬁnty comifii*s"
‘e’rs are used, and such authority may exercise all the powers granted
under this act. (as amended by Ch. 57-911, Laws 1957)

Section 4. Repealed. (Ch. 30304, Laws 1955) .

Section 5. Ad Valorem Tax. Annually an ad valorem tax of not
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. Co'uhty, wiliéh tax when levied shall be levied and cofl‘leetie:d: as

~ such county taxes are levied and collected, and subject only to: th

. levied, collected and expended for any of the purposes herein spec1f1ed

~ regulations, directions and supervision of the county,; and m&y exa

ject to review by certiorari in any court of proper and competent j

-authorized are hereby found to be and made a county purpose. Each

.and ahy bonds issued under the provisions of this Act and the mcome :

exceeding one and one-half mills may be levied upon all 'pfr—.q

tions of a genetél fund as contained in Section 193.32 Flet’icfé Stute »
1941; such taxes s.hall be charged to the general fund, but such tevéhuel
may be appropriated by said County for the cost of constructing, peratmg
maintaining, expanding, enlarging, improving and/or developing any pro- :
ject or projécts herein specified, and/or for the payment of the costs of
removing and re‘lbcating any structures, installations or facil,iﬁ@es which
in the opinion of such Board of County Commissioners may be tequuedf

the safe and efficient operation of any such projects; said tax m-ay: be -

notwithstanding the cost and expense. thereof may have been incurred in

previous year, and when so collected and used shall be considefédffﬁ.» N
levied, collected and used for a county purpose. (as amended by"_fChv_'. g
24296, Laws 1947, Ch. 2‘5166, Laws 1949, and. Ch. 28387, Laws 19

Section 6. Administrative Ageﬁts- The"County may e‘inpl:-oy »

agents, clerks and/or servants to administer any project under the

any agent, clerk and/or servant a good and sufficient bond with pro
surety to secure the faithful performance of his or their duties-and’
wise conditioned as it shall see fit. ‘ »

Section 7. All rules and regulations pr:om-u.lgated and: alkl
tions and exactions made by authority hereof shall be just and .

and consistent with public interest, and their application shall |
All rules and regulations shall be published an
sed by the county at cost to all applicants therefor.

-Section 8. All pdwers, acts and deeds hereby cenf‘enﬁéd?.qn

ject financed under the provisions of this Act and the ‘income the

therefrom shall at all times be free from taxation within the state. (as
amended by Ch. 28387, Laws 1953) '
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‘Section 9. Provision of Ae &

Act are severable, and it is the intention ' eorifer.

of the 'boi;vers provided for herein, and 1f any of the provi

Act shall be held unconstitutional by any court of cbiﬁpe‘fe

the decision of such court shall not affect or impair any of '_'thé'r;ém
provisions. )

See also Ch. 27489, Special Laws, 1951 ratifying acquisition of-Veng
Causeway, etc. o o
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- FLORIDA CONSTITUTION
HOME RULE AMENDMENT, A. 8, S. 11 ’
ADOPTED NOVEMBER 6, 1956

“Section 11 Dade County, home rule charter.

¢ The electors of Dade County, Florida, are granted power

- to adopt, revise, and amend from time to time a home rule charter of

government for Dade County, Florida, under which the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County shall be the governing body. This charter:
(a) Shall fix the boundaries of each county commission district,

provide a method for changing them from time to time, and fix the number,

- terms and compensation of the commissioners, and their method of election.
*

(b) May grant full power and authority to the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County to pass ordinances relating to the affairs,
property and government of Dade County and provide suitable penalties for
the violation thereof to levy and collect such taxes as may be authorized by

general law and no other taxes, and do everything necessary to carry on a

central metropolitan government in. Date County

(c) May change the boundaries of, merge, consolidate, and
abolish and may provide a method for changing the boundaries of, merging,
consohdatmg and abolishing from time to time all municipal corporations,
county or district governments, specml taxing districts, authorities, boards,
or other governmental unlts whose Junsdlctlon lies wholly within Dade County,
whether such governmental units are created by the Constitution or the Legis-
lature or otherw1se except the Dade County Board of County Commissioners
as it may be provided for from time to time by this home rule charter and the
Board of Public Instruction of Dade County.

(d) May provide -a-method by which any and all of the functions

or powets of any munlclpal corporation or other governmental unit in Dade

County may be transferred to the Board of County Commissioners of Dade

o County

(e) May provide a method for establishing new munlcxpal
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corpofatious, special taxing districts, and other governmental units in Dade
County from time to time and provide for their government and prescribe their
jurisdiction and powers. _
(f) May abolish and may provide a method for abolishing from
‘time to time all offices provided for by Article VIII, Section 6, of the Con-
stitution or by the Legislature, except the Superintendent of Public Instruction
and may provide for the consolidation and transfer of the functions of such
offiees, provided, however, that there shall be no power to abolish or impair
the juriediction of the Circuit Court or to abolish any other court provided for
by this Constitution or by general law, or the judges or clerks thereof although
such charter may create new courts anbd j_uciges and clerks thereof with juris-
diction to try all offenses against ordinances paséed by the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County}and none of the other eourts provided for by
this Constitution or by general law shall have eriginal jurisdiction to try such
offenses although the charter may confer appellate jurisdiction on such courts,
and provided further that if said home rule charter shall abolish any county
office or offices as authorized herein, that said charter shall contam adequate
prov1sxon for the carrying on of all functions of said office or offices as are
now or may hereafter be prescribed by general law.
| (g) Shall provide a method by which each mun1c1pal corporation
in Dade County shall have the power to make, amend or repeal its own charter.
- Upon adoption of this home rule charter by the electors this met-hod shall be
exclusive and the Legislature shall have no power to amend or repeal the
~chatter of any m_unicipalt corporation in Dade Cou_u.ty'. ,
(h) May change the name of Dade County.
(i) Shall prouide a method for the recall of any commissioner
and a method for initiative and referendum, including the initiation of and
- referendum on ordinances and the amendment or revision of the home rule |
charter, provided, however, that the power of the Governor and Senate relating .
to the suspension and removal of officers provided for in this constitution |
shall not be impared, but shall extend to all officers provided for in said home
rule charter.
) Provision shall be made for the protection of thecredit‘ors of
any govemmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or abolished or whose
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boundaries are changed or functions or powers transferred. s

(3) This home rule charter shall be prepared by a Metropolitan Char-
ter Board created by tlhe Legislature and shall be presented to the electors of
Dade County for ratification or rejection in the manner provided by the Legis-
lature. Until a home rule charter is adopted the Legislature may from time to
time create additional Charter Boards. to.prepaie charters for ratification or
rejection in the manner provided by the Legislature. Such Charter, once
adopted by the electors, may be amended only by the electors of Dade County

~and this charter shall provide a metﬁod for submitting future charter revisions
and amendments to the electors of Dade County.

(4) The County Commission shall continue to receive its pro rata
share of all revenues payable by the state from whatever source to the several
counties and the state of Florida shall pay to the Commission all revenues
which would have been paid to any muqiéipélity or Dade County which may be
abolished by or in the method provided by this home rule charter; provided,
however, the Commission shall reimburse the comptroller of Florida for the
expense incurred if any, in the keeping of separate fe‘cords to determine the
amounts of rhoney which would have been payable to any such municipality.

(5) Nothing in this section shall limit or restrict the power of the
Legislature to enact general laws which shall relate to Dade County and any
other one or more counties ih the state of Florida ;o: to any municipality in
Dade County and an.y other Oné or more municipalities of the State of Florida,
and the home rule charter provxded for herein shall not conflict with any pro-
vision of this Constitution nor. of any apphcable genetal laws now applying to
Dade County and any other one or 'more counties of the State of Florida except
as expressly authorized in this section nor shéll any ordinance enacted in |
pursuance to said home rule charter conflict with this Constitution or any such

- applicable general law except as expressly authorized herein, nor shall the
charter of any municipality in Dade Counfy_ conflict with this Constitution- or
such applicable general law except as expressly authorized herein, provided
however that said charter and said ordinances enacted in pursu‘anc':e. thereof may

conflict with, modify .or nullify any existing local, special or general law

- + applicable only to Dade County.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict
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the power of the Legislature to enact genetal laws which shall relate to Dade
County and any other one or mofe counties of the state of Florida or to any
munieipality in Dade Ceunty and any other one or more municipalities of the
State of Florida telatirig to county or municipal affairs and all such general
laws shall apply to Dade County and to all municipalities therein to the same
extent as if this section had not been adopted and such general laws shall
supersede any part or portion of the home rule charter provided for herein in
conflict therewith and shall superéede any provision of any ordinance enacted
pursuant to said charter and in conflict therewith, and shall supersede any
provision of any charter of any municipality in Dade County in conflict there-
with. R | ' | o

) Nothmg in this section shall be construed to limit or restrict

the power and jurisdiction of the Railroad and Pubhc Utilities Commxssxon or

of any other state agency, bureau or commission now or hereafter provided for
in this Constitution or by generél law and said state agencies, bureaus and
commissions shall have the same powers in Dade County as shall be conferred
upon them in regard to other counties.

(8) If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provisions of f
this section is held invalid as violative of the provisions of Section' 1 Article
XVII of this Constxtutlon the remainder of this section shall not be affected by
such mvahdlty ‘

O It 1-svdecla-red to be the intent of the VLegislature and of the:.
electors of the State of Florida to provide by this section home rule for the

_people of Dade County in local affairs and this sectmn shall be liberally con-

.. strued to carry out such purpose, and it is further declared to be the intent of

the Legislature and of the electors of the State of Florida that the provisions
of this Constitution and geheral laws which shall relate to Dade County and .
any other one -or more counties of the State of Florida or to any municipality in
Dade County and any other ene er more municipalities of the State of Florida ,
enacted pursuant thereto by the Legislature shall be the supreme law in Dade
Ceunty, Florida, except as exptessly provided herein and this section shall be
strictly consttued to maintain such supremacy of this Constitution and of the

- :Legislature in the enactment of general laws pursuant to this vC'onstit'ution.
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- HOME RULE CHARTER
Recorded Official Records Book 182, page
667, Public Records of Dade County.
~ Adopted May 21, 1957

- We, the ﬂpeople of_this Ceunty,v in order to
secure for ourselves the benefits and res-
ponsibilities of home rule, te create a metro-
politan’ government to serve our present and
“future needs, and to end.ew our municipalities
with the rights of self determmatlon in their
local affairs, do under God adopt this home

rule Charter.

ARTICLE 1
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Sectlon 1.01 Powers,

A. The Board of County Commissioners shall be the Leglslatxve and
~ the governing body of the county and shall have the power to carry on a
central metropolitan government. ThlS power shalI include but shall not
be restricted to the power to: '

(1) Provide and regulate artenal toll, and other roads, bridges, -
tunnels, and related facilities; eliminate grade crossings; provide and

regulate facilities; and develop and enforce master plans for the control

of traffic and parking,.

(2) Provide and operate air, water, rail, and bus terminals, port
7 famhtres and. public transportation systems. ,

(3) License and regulate taxis, ]1tneys hmousmes for hire,

" tental cars and other passenger velucles for hire operating in the unin-

Scorporated areas of the county.

Lo
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(4) Provide central records, training, and communications for
fire and police protection; provide traffic control and central crime in-
vestigationS° provide fire stations, jails, and related facilities; and sub-
ject to Section 1.01A (18) provrde a uniform system for fire and police

protection.

(5) Prepare and enforce comprehensive plans for the develop-

' ment of the county.

(6) Provide hospitals and uniform health and welfare programs.
(’7) Provide parks, preserves, playgrounds, recreation areas,
libraries, museums and other recreational and cultural facilities and

programs

(8.) 'Estabiish and administer housing, slum clearance, urban

- renewal, conservation, flood and beach érosion control, air pollution con-

trol and’ dramage programs and cooperate wrth governmental agencies and
private enterpnses m the development and operation of these programs.

)] Prov1de ‘and regulate or permit munrcrpalrtres to provide and
regulate waste and sewage collection and disposal and water supply and
conservation programs. ' '

(10) Levy and collect taxes and special assessments borrow and
expend money, and issue bonds, revenue certificates, and other obligations
of indebtedness, in such manner, and subject to such lrmrtatxons as may
be provided by law.

(11 By ordmance establish, merge, and abolish specral pur-

- pose districts within whrch may be provrded police and fire protection,

beach erosion control,’ recreatlon facilities, water, streets, srdewalks
street lighting waste ‘and sewage collection and drsposal waste and
sewage collection and dlsposaI drainage, and other essentral facilities
and services. All county funds for such districts shall be provided by
service charges specral assessments or general tax levies within such
districts only The Board of County Commxssroners shall be ‘the governmg

body of all such districts and when acting as such governing body shall

: have the same jurisdiction and powers as when acting as the Board. .

- (12) Establlsh coordinate, and enforce zoning and such busrness
re_gulatrons as are necessary for the protection of the public.
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(13) Adopt and enforce uniform building and related technical
codes and regulations for both the incorporated and unincorporated areas
of the county, provide for examinations for contractors and all parties
engaged in the burldmg trades and for the issuance of certificates of
competency and their revocation after hearmg Such certificates shall be
recogmzed and required for the issuance of a license in all munrcxpahtxes
in the county No munxc1pa11ty shall be entitled to require examinations - |
or any additional certificate of competency of 1mpose any other conditions
for the rssuance of a munrcrpal hcense except the payment of the customary
fee. The municipality may issue b_urldmg permits and conduct the necessary -
i»nspection in accordance with the uniform codes and charge fees therefor.
-' (14) Regulate, control, take over, and grant franchises to, or
‘1tself operate gas, light, power, telephone, and other utilities, sanrtary
and sewage collection and drsposal systems water supply, treatment,
| and serv1ce systems, and pubhc transportation systems provrded how- -
ever that: - - _ _ o :
(a) Franchises under this subSection may oaly be granted by
a two-thirds vote of the members of the Board present and approved by a
majority vote of those qualrfred electors voting at either a special or
~ general election. . .
(b) The county shall not operate a light, power, or telephone
utility to serve any terrltory in the county which is being supplied with
- similar service except by a majority vote of those quahfred electors vot-
ing in an election held not Iess than si‘x months after the Board has
passed an ordmance to that effect by a two—thrrds vote of the members of
- the Board present Such ordmance shall contain mformatmn on cost,
method of financing, agency to regulate rates, agency to operate, locatron
- and other mformatron necessary to mform the general publxc of the
feasrbxhty and practicability of the proposed operation.
(15) Use public funds for the purposes of promotmg the develop—
ment of the county, 1nclud1ng advertising the area’s advantages.
(16). Establish and enforce regulations for the sale of alcoholic
beverages in the unincorporated areas and approve municipal regulations
on hours of sale of aicoholic _beveragos.
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(17) Enter into contracts with other governmental units within or
outside the bounderies of the county for joint performance or performance
by one unit in behalf of the other of any authorized function

(18) Set reasonable minimum standards for all governmental units
in the county for the performance of any service or functron The stand-
ards shall not be discriminatory as between srmllar areas. 1If a govern-
mental unit fails to comply with such standards, and does not correct
such failure after reasonable notice by the Board, then the Board may take

-over and perfonn’, regulate, or grant franchises to operate any such ser-
vice. The Boartd may also take over and operate, or grant franchises to
operate any municipal Seryice if:

(a) In an electxon called by the ‘Board of County Comm1551on-
ers w1thm the municipality a majority of those voting vote in- favor of
turning the service over to the county; or .

(b) The governing body of the municipality requests the

. county to take over the service by a two—thirds vote of its members, or
by referendum ‘ :

(19) By ordmance abolish or consohdate the offices of Sheriff,
Constables, or any County office created by the Leglslature, or provide for
the consohdatxon and transfer of any of the functlons of such officers,
provided, however that there shall be no power to abohsh the Superin-
tendent of Pubhc Instruction or to abolish or 1mpa1r the jurisdiction of
“the C1rcu1t Court or to abolish any other court provided by the Constitu-
tlon or by general law, or the judges or clerks thereof.

(20) Make mvestlgatlons of county affairs, inquire into the con-

: duct accounts, records, and transactions of any department or office of
the county, and for these purposes require reports from all county officers
and employees, subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, and require the
production of records. | B . _

A (21) Exercise all powers and privileges granted to municipalities,
counties, and county officers by the Constitution and laws of the state,
and all powers not prohibited by the Constitution or by this Charter.

(22) ‘Adopt such ordinances and resolutions as may be required
~ in the exercise of its powers, and prescribe fines and penaities for the
4



violation of ordinances. , | _

(23) Perform any other acts. consistent with law which are re-
quired by this Charter or which are in the common interest of the people
of the county. ,

-(24) Supersede, nullify, or amend any Special law applying to
this county, or any general law applying only to this county, or any gen-
eral law where specifically authotiz'ed by the Constitution.

B. No enumeration of powers in this Charter shall be deemed exclusive
or restrictive and the foregoing powers shall be deemed to include all
implied powers necessary and proper to carrying out such powers. All of
these powers may be exercised in the incorporated and umncorporated
areas, sub;ect to the procedures herem provrded in certaln cases relating
to municipalities. v
| C. The Board shall have the power to emment domain and the right
* to condemn property for pubhc purposes. The Board shall make fair and
Just compensation for any propetties acqun'ed in the exercise of 1ts
powers, duties, or functlons The Board shall also provrde for the ac-
‘quisition or transfer of property, the payment, assumption, or other satis-
faction of the debts, and the protectron of pension nghts of affected em-
ployees of any govemmental unit which is merged, consohdated or
~abolished or whose boundarres are changed or functrons or powers
transferred '

D. The Board shall be entitled to levy in the unmcorporated areas
all taxes ‘authorized to be levied by municipalities and to recerve from
the state any revenues collected in the unincorporated areas on the same
basis as municipalities. : '

Section 1.02 ResblutiOns and Ordinances.

A. The Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure and shall
decide which actions of the Board shall be by ordinance or resolutlon
‘except as otherwise provided in thlS Charter and except that any action
of the Board which provides for raising ‘revenue,g appropriating funds, or
incurring indebtedness, or which provides a penalty or establishes a rule

or regulation for the vmlatlon of which a penalty is imposed shall be by

: -ordmance



B. Every ordinance shall be introduced in writing and shall contain
a brief title. The enacting clause shall be ‘“Be it Ordained by the Board’’.
After passage on first reading, a short summary of the ordinance shall be
published in a daily newspaper of general circulation at least once togeth-
er with a notice of the time when and place where it will be given a public
hearing and be considered for final passage. The first such publication
shall be at least one week prior to the time advertised for hearing. No »

ordinance shall be declared invalid by reason of ary defect in publication

or title if the published summary gives reasonableé notice of its intent.

~ C. At the time and place so advettlsed or at any time and place to
whxch such public hearing may ftom time to time be adjoumed the or-

dinance shall be read by title and a public hearing shall be held. After

the hearing, the Board may pass the ordinance with or without amendment.

D. The Board may adopt in whole or in part any published code by

reference as an ordinance in the manner provided by law.

E. The effective date of any ordinance shall be prescribed therexn
but the effective date shall not be earlier than ten days after its enactment.
F. To meet a public emergency affecting life, health, property, or
public safety the Board by two-thirds vo_tevolf the members of the Board

may adopt an emergency ordinance at the meeting at which it is intro-

" duced, and may make it effective immediately, exCepi that no such ordin-

ance may be used to levy taxes, grant or extend a franchise, or authorize

the borrowing of money. After the adoption of an emergency ordinance, the

-Board shall have it published in full within ten days in a daily newspaper

of general circulation. )

‘G. Each ordinance and resolution after adoption shall be given a
serial number and shall be entered by the clerk in a properly indexed
record kept for that purpose. |

H. Within two years after édobtion of this Charter the Board shall

have prepared a general codification of all county ordinances and resolu-.

tions having the effect of law. The general codification thus prepared
shall be adopted by the Board in a single ordinance. After adoption the
Board shall have the codification printed immediately in an appropriate
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manner together with the Charter and such rules and regulations as the
Board may direct. Additions or amendments to the code shall be prepared,

- adopted, and printed at least every two years.

Section 1.03. Districts.,

A. There shall be five County Commission districts. The initial
boundaries of these districts shall be identical with the boundaries of
the five County Commission districts existing at the time of the 1956
general election. |

B. The Board may by ordinance adopted by two-thirds vote of the
members of the Board change the boundaries of the districts from time to
time. The boundaries shall be fixed on the basis of the character,

population, and geography of the districts.

Section 1.04 Com:positivon of the Board.
A. From each of the districts thére shall Be:

(1) A County Commissioner who shall be a qualified elector
residing within the district for six months before qualifying who shall be
elected by the qua;lified electors of his district. Beginning with the state
primary elections in 1958 such C’ommissioner’é shall be elected for a
term of four years. | |

2 A County Commissioner who shall be a qualified elector
residing within the district for six months before qualifying who shall be

' .elected by the qualified electors of the county at large. Beginning with
the state primary elections in 1964 such Commissioners shall be elected
for a term of four years.

_ B. From each municipality in this county which shall have a popula-
-tion of '60,0’0'05 inhabitants or more according to latest federal census,
there shall be a County Commissioner who shall be a qualified elector
- residing within the municipality for six months before qualifying who shall
be elected by the qualified electors of such municipality. Such Commis-

~ sioners shall serve for a term of four yeats. |

Section 1.05 Forfeiture of Office .

Any member of the Board who ceases to be a qualified voter of the
county or removes himself from the district or municipality from which he
- was elected, or who fails to attend meetings without good cause for a



period of six months, shall immediately forfeit his office.

Section 1.06. Salary,

Each County Commissioner shall receive a salary of $6,000 per year
payable monthly and shall be entitled to be reimbursed for such reason-
able and necessary expenses as may be approved by the Board.

Section 1.07. Vacancies.

Any vacancy in the Board shall be filled by majority vote of the re-
maining members of the Board within 30 days, or the Board shall call an
~ election to be held not more than 45 days thereafter to fill the vacancy.
The person chosen to fill the office vacated'must be a resident for a per-
iod of six months prior to his appointment of the district or municipality
from which the vacating Commlssxoner was elected . If the person is ap-
pointed he shall serve only until the next state primary election or until
the expuatlon of the term for which the vacating Commlssxoner was elected
whichever occurs first. If the person is elected he shall serve for the re-
“mainder of the unexpired term of the vacating Commissioner.

Section 1.08. Organization of the Board.

The Board shall select its own chairman and vice-chaitman, egch of
‘whom shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. The Clerk of the Circuit
Court or his deputy shall serve as clerk of the Board. No-action of the
Board shall be taken except by a majority vote of those present at a meet-
ing at which a majority of the Commlsswners then in office are present.

All meetings shall be public.

ARTICLE 2
ELECTIONS

Section 2.01. Election and Commencement of Terms of County

Commissioners.

'A. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the election for
County Commissioners elected fr0m and by dlstucts shall be held every
four years at the time of the state primary electlons beginning in 1958,
and the election fqr County Commissioners elected- at large shall be held

évery four years at the tim)e'of the state primary elections beginning in

.. 1960.

B. A candidate must receive a majority of the votes cast to be elected
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If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast there will be a run-
off election at the time of the state second primary election between the
“two candidates receiving the highest number of votes. Should a tie result,
the outcome shall be determined by lot. |

" C. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, the terms of office
of County Commissioners shall commence on the second Tuesday next
succeeding the date provided for the state second primary election.

Sectio_n 2.02. Election of County Commissioners from Municipali-

ties.

At such time as a municipality becomes entitled to elect a County
Commlssmner that municipality shall by ordinance fix the time and
method of election of such Commissioner and the date on which his four
year term shall begin. If the municipality fails so to provide within 90
days the office shall be treated as a vacancy- on' the Board.

Section 2.03. Non-Partisan Elections.
All elections for the Board shall be non-partisan and no ballot shall

show the party designation of any candidate. No candidate for the office
of County Commissioner shall be requued to pay any party assessment or
state the party . of which he is a member or the manner in which he voted
or will vote in any election. ’

Sectxon 2.04. Ouahfxcatlons and Filing Fee.
A Al candidates for the office of County Commissioner shall qualify
with the Cletk of the Circuit Court at least 30 days prior to the date of
the election at which he is a candidate in the method provided by law or
ordinance-and shall pay a thng fee of $300. All filing fees shall be paid
into the general funds of the county.

Section 2. 05 Invahdxty.. S

If any part of this Article relatmg to tixe method of electxon of

Commissioners is declared invalid the general election laws of this

state shall controlin place of such mvalld provision, except that 1f Section
2. 03 is declared invalid the terms of the Commissioners elected at large

and from districts shall commence on the second Tuesday next succeedmg

. the general election.



Section 2.06. Additional Regulations and State Laws.

A. The Board may adopt by ordinance any additional regulations

‘governing elections not inconsistent with this Charter.

B. Except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by ordinance
adopted hereunder the provisions of thé election laws of this state shall
apply to elections held under this Charter.

Section 2.07. Canvassing Eléctions.

All elections under this Charter shall be canvassed by the Board of

County Commissinnets., the Clerk of the Circuit Court; and one County

‘ J'u',d-ge,s'i_tting, as.a Canvassing board. -

THE COUNTY MANAGER

Section 3.01. Appointment nnd Removal.

The Board of County Commissioners shall nppoint a County Manager

who"shall be the chief executive officer and head of the administrative

branch of the county government. The Board shall fix the Manager’s

compensation, and he shall serve at the will of the Board.

Section 3.02. Quahfxcatlons

The Manager shiall be chosen by the Board on the basis of his execu-
tive and administrative qualifications. At the time of hlS appointment he
need not be a resident of the state. No County Commissioner shall be

éligible for the position of Manager during or within two years after the

-expiration of his latest term as . Commissioner.

- Section 3.03. Absence of Manager

. The Board may designate a qualeled administrative officer of the
County to assume the duties and authority of the Managet dunng periods
of temporary absence or disability of the Manager. '

Section 3.04. Powers and Duties .

A. The Manager shall be tespons1b1e to the Board of County Commis-
sioners for the administration of all units of the county government
under his jurisdiction, and for carrying out policies adopted by the
Board. The Manager, or such other persons as may be designated by

resolution of the Board, shall execute contracts and other insttuménts,

sign bonds and other evidences of indebtedness, and accept process.
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B. The Manager shall have the power to appoint and remove all ad- '
minjstrative officers and employees of the county subject to the provisions
of this Charter and civil service rules and regulations.

Section 3.05. Restriction on Board Members.

Neither the Board nor any of its members shall direct or request the
appointment of any person to, or his removal from, office by the Manager
or any of his subordinates; or take part in the appointment or removal of
officers and employees in the administrative services of the county.
Except for the purpose of i inquiry, as provided in Section 1.01A(20), the
Board and its members shall deal with the administrative service solely
through the Manager and neither the Board nor any members thereof shall

. gIve orders to any subordinates of the Manager, either publicly or pri-
vately. Any wilful violation of the provisions of this Section by a member
of the Boa.ra shall be grounds for his removal from office by an action
brought in the Circuit Court by the State Attorney of this county.

' -=~ARTICLE 4
ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE
Sectxon 4.01. Departments.

There shall be departments of finance, personnel, planning, law, and
s'uch ofher departments as may be established by administrative order of
the Manager.. All functions not otﬁerwis‘e'Sp‘eeifiqa-Ily assigned to others
by this Charter shall be performed under the supervision of the Manager.

Section 4.02. Administrative Procedure.

The Manager shall have the power to issue and place into effect ad-

- ministrative 6rdezs; rules, and regulations. The organization and operating
pf‘-oce’dure‘of departments shall be set forth in administrative regulations
which the Manager shall develop, place into éffect by administrative or-
ders, énd submit to the Board. The Board may, by otdInance, modify such |
orders, rules, or regulations.

Section 4.03. Financial Administration.

A. The department of finance shall be headed by a finance director
appointed by the Manager. The finance director shall have charge of the
financial affairs of the county.

B. Not less than 120 days before the beginning of the fiscal year,
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the Manager shall recommend to the Board a proposed budget presenting a
complete financial plan, including capital and operating budgets, for the
ensuing fiscal year. A summary of the budget shall be published and the
Board shall hold hearings on and adopt a budget.
C. No money shé_ll be drawn from the county treasury nor shall any
obligation for the expenditure of money be incurred except pursuant to
- appropriation and except .that the Board may establish working capital,
revolving, pension, or trust funds and may provide that expenditures from
such funds can be made without specific appropriation. T he Board, by
ordinance, may transfer any unencumbered abpropriation balance,A or any
portion’thereof from one depaftment fund, or agency to another, subject
to the provxslons of ordinance. Any portion of the earnings or balance of
~ the sevetal funds, other than smkmg funds for obligations not yet retired,
~ may be transferred to the general funds of the county by the Board.
D. Contracts for pubhc 1mprovements and purchases of supplies,
materials, and services other than professxonal shall be made whenever
‘practicable on the basis of specifications and competitive bids. Formal :
sealed bids shall be secured for all such contracts and purcha‘ses when
the ttansactxon involves the expendltute of $2000 or more. . The transaction
- shall be evidenced by wnttencontract submitted and approved by the Board.
The Board, upon written tecommend'atlon of the Manager, may by resolu-
tion adopted by two-thirds vote of the r.r"lembber's present waive co-mpetitvi\ie
bidding when it finds this te be in the best interest of the county.
E. Any county 6fficial or émployee of the county who has a special
' financial interest, dltect or:indirect, in.any action by the Board shall
make known that interest and shall reftam from votmg upon or otherwise
participating in such transaction. W11ful violation of this sectlon shall
constitute malfeasance in office, shall effect forfeiture of office or posi-
tion, and render the transaction voidable by the Board.
. 'F. Such officers and employees of the county as the Board may
- designate shall give bond in the amourit and with the surety prescubed by
the Board. The bond premiums shall be paid by the county. _
G. At the e_nd of each fiscal year the Board shall provide for an audit
by an independent certified ?ubli‘c accountant designated by the Board of
) ' 12



the accounts and finances of the county for the fxscal year just completed

- H. The Budget Commission created by Chapter 21874 Laws of
Florida, 1943, is hereby abolished, and Chapter 21874 shall no longer be
of any effect.

Section 4.04. Assessment an-d' Collection of Taxes

A. Beginning with the tax year 1961, the county tax rolls prepared by

the county shall be the only legal tax rolls in this county for the assess-

ment and. collectxon of county and mumcxpal taxes. Thereafter no mumc;-_

By

pality shall have an assessor or prepare an ad valorem tax roll. Each
municipality shall continue to have the nght to adopt its own budget,
fix its own millage, and levy its own taxes. Each mumclpallty shall
certify its levies to the County Manager not later than 30 days after the

county tax tolls have been fmally approved by the Board. Any mun1c1pahty

~may obtain a copy of this tax roll upon payment of the cost of preparmg

such a copy, and COpleS of the tax rolls shall be available for public
mspectmn at reasonable times. Maps. showmg the assessed valuation of
each parcel of property may be prepared and made available for sale to
the public at a -reasonable‘ price. ‘

B. All county and municipal taxes for the tax year beginning January

1,1961, and all subsequent tax years, shall be collected by the county on

~one bill prepared and sent out by thecount;y._.' The amounts of county and

‘municipal taxes shall be shown as separate items, and may be paid

separately. '

C - Delinquent municipal taxes shall be collected in the same manner
as delmquent county taxes. ' ‘ _ _

D. All the tax revenues c_ollected for any municipality shall be re-
turned monthly by the county to the municipality.

Section 4.05. Department_‘ of Personnel .

A. The Board of County Commissioners shall establish and maintain
personnel and civil service, retirement, and group insurance programs. The
personnel system of the county shall be based on merit principles in order

to foster effective career service in county employment and to employ

" those persons best quahf;ed for county services which they are to perform.

B. The gounty Manager shall appoint a personnel director who shall
' 13 '
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- head the department of personnel and whose duty it shall be to administer
the personnel and civil service programs and the rules governing them. The
standards of such programs shall not be less than those prevailing at the B
time of the effective date of this Charter. |

C. Except as provided herein, Chapter 30255, General Laws, 1955 as’
it exists on the effective date of this Charter, shall remain in effect until
amended or changed by ordinance of the Board of County Commissioners
adopted by two-thirds vote of the members present after recommendation
from either the Personnel Advisory Board or the County Manager

- D. Employees of mumcrpahtres who, by merger, transfer, or assign-
ment of govemmental umts or functions become county employees, shall
.not lose the civil service rights or privileges which have accrued to them :
during their period of employment w1th such munrclpallty, and the county
shall use’its best efforts to. employ these employees within the limits of
therr capabxhtxes However, if because of the merger of a department or
division of amunicipality with the county, all of the employees of such
department_ or division are unable to be employed by the county, either
. lrecauSe"of lack of -fnnds or lack of work, _the-employee possessing the
greater amount of service shall be retained in accordance with civil ser-
vice rules and regulations. Those employees who are not'retained shall
~.be placed on a priority list for employment by the county subject to
..semonty .Any non-retained employee shall have the option, if a vacancy
. occurs or exists in another department, a-nd_ 1‘;f: he is qualified to render the

service required, to either accept such employment or remain on the prio.r-.

. ity list un_.ti'l' such time as employment shall be available for him 'in.h'is |

own or similar cla.ssification. - _

E. The pension plan presently provided by the state for county .
employees 'sh_all‘not be impaired by the Board. Employees of
municipalities, who by merger, transfer, or assignment of governmental '

" units or fun(':tions become County employees shall not lose their pension

Anghts -or any reserves accrued to their benefit durlng therr penod of em-
ployment with such mumcrpalrty The Board of County Commissioners
shall provide a method by which these employees?’ rights and reserves shall

| .‘be proteeg:d',- and these employee.s shall continue until retirement, dismissal,

14



- or dea‘th in a pe'nsion status no less heneficial than the status held by
them at the time of merger or assignment.

' | F.- The Board of County Commissioners shall provide and place into
effect a practical group insurance plan for all county employees

Section 4. 06. Department of Law.

There shall be a county attorney appointed by the Board of County
Commissioners who shall serve at the will of the Board and who shall
head the department of law. He shall devote his full time to the service
of the county and shall serve as legal counsel to the Board ‘Manager, and
all county departments, offices, and agencies, and perform such other
-legal duties as may be assigned to him. With the approval of the Board,
he may appoint such assistants as may be necessary in order that his

duties may be performed properly. The Board may employ specral counsel

for specific needs.

Section 4.07. Department of Planning,

The department of planning shall be headed by a planning director
appointed by the County Manager. The planning director .shall be qualified
in the field of planning by special training and expenence Under the
supervrsron of the Manager and with the advice of the Plannmg Advrsory
Board’ elsewhere provided for in-this. Charter the planning director shall
_ among other things: ' '

(1) Conduct studres of county pOpulatron, land use, facrhtres .

- resources, and needs and other factors which mfluence the county’s de-

velopment and on the basis of such studies prepare such official and

other maps. and reports as, taken together constitute a master plan for
the welfare, recreatronal econonuc ‘and physrcal development of the

| county _ B ' :

V) Prepare for review by the Planmng Advisory Board, and for

' adoption by the Board of County Commrssroners zoning, subdivision, and

related regulations for the umncorporated areas of the county and minimum

standards governing zoning, subdrvrsron and related regulatlons for the

municipalities; and prepare recommendatlons to effectuate the master

plan and to coordinate the county s proposed capital improvements with

N the master plan.

| | 15



(3) Review the municipal systems of planning, zmiﬁg, sub-
division, and related regulations and make recommendations thereon with
a view to cooI-dinating such municiéal systems with one another and with
those of the county.

Section 4.08. Boards.

~ The Board of County Commissioners shall by ordinance create a
Planning Advisory Boa_-td; a Zoning Appeals Board, and such other boards
.it may deem necessary, prescribing in -each case the number, manner of
appointment, length of term, and adviéory or qudsi-j-udIciaI duties of mem-
bers of such boards, who shall serve without compensation but who may
be reimbursed for necessary expen:sés incurred in- official duties, as may
be determined and _épproved by the Board of County Commissioners.

ARTICLE S
MUNICIPALITIES

Section 5 01. Continuance of Municipalities.

The municipalities in the county shall remain in existence so long as
_theif electors desire. No municipality in the county shall be abolished
without approval of a majonty of its electors voting in an election called
.. for that purpose. The right of self determination in local affaus is re- |
_served and preserved to. the mummpa:lxtxe_s except as otherwise provided
in this Chairter. |

Section 5.02. -Municipal Powers.

- Each municipality shall have the authonty to exercise all powets re-

. lating to its local affau's not mcons1stent with tlus Charter Each muni-
cipality may ptovx_de for higher standards of zonmg, service, and regula- |
tion than those provided by thé Board of County Commissioners in order
that its individual character and standards may be preserved for its
citizens. '

Section _5.03. M‘unici-p.al Charters.

- A. Except as provided in Section 5.04, any municipality in the county
-may adopt, amend, or revoke a charter for its own gdvernment’or abolish
its existehce in the following manner. Its governing body shall, within
12:0: days after adopting a resolution or: after the certification of a petition
“of ten per cent of the qualified electors of the municipality, draft or have
16



drafted by a method determined by municipal ordinance a proposed charter
amendment, revocation, or abolition which shall be submitted to the
electors of the municipalities. Unless an election occurs not less than 60
nor more than 120 days after the draft is submitted, the proposal shall be
submitted at a special election within that time. The governing body shall
make copies of the proposal available to the electors not less than 30
days before the election. Alternative proposals may be submitted. Each
proposal approved by a majority of the electors voting on such proposal
shall become effective at the time fixed in the proposal. |

B. All municipal charters, amendments thereto, and repeals thereof
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court

Section 5.04. Changes in Municipal Boundaries.

"A. The planning d1rectot shall study mumclpal boundaries with a
view to recommending their orderly adjustment 1mprovement and estabhsh-
ment. Proposed boundary changes may be initiated by the Planning Ad-
visory Board, th_e Board of County Commissioners, the governing body of
-a municipality, or by a petition of any person or group concerned.
‘ ‘B. The Board of County Commissioners, after obtaining.the approval -
of the municipal govemmg bodies concerned, after hearing the recommenda
tions of the Planning Advisory Board, and after a pubhc hearing, may by
ordmance effect boundary changes, unless the change involves the
annexation or separation of an area of which mote than 250 residents are
.electOts, in which case an affumatlve vote of a majority of those electors
' votmg shall also be requu'ed Upon any such boundary change any con-
flicting boundanes set forth in the charter of such municipality shall be
-con51dered amended. |

C. No municipal boundary shall be altered except as provided by
thxs Sectlon

" Section 5.05. Cteatlon of New Mun101pa11t1es

- The Board of County Commissioners and only the Board may authorize
th'e creation of new muni,cip_alities mthe uni,ncorporated- areas of the
countyafter hearing the recommendat’ionsnof the Planning Advisory Board,
~ after a public hearing, and after an affinnatiye vote of a ma jOri.ty of the
electors voting and residing ,within. the proposed boundares. The Board of



C'dunty Commissioners Shall appoint a charter commission, consisting of
five electors residing wilthin the proposed boundaries, who shall propose
: é charter to be submitted to the electors in the manner provided in Sec-
tion 5.03. The new municipality shall have all the powers and rights
granted to or not withheld from niunicipalities by this Charter and the
Constitution and general laws of the State of Florida.

Section 5.06. Contracts With Other Units of Government.

Every municipality in this county shall have the power to enter into
contracts with other governmental units within or outside the boundaries
of the municipality or the county for the joint performance or performance
by ofie unit in behalf of the other of any municipal function.

Section 5.07. Franchisé and Utility Taxes.

Reévenues realized from franchise and utility taxes impoéed by munici-
palities shall Belong to mun'i'cipalit»ies.
ARTICLE 6 .
METROPOLITAN COURT
‘Section 6.01. 'M:evt'tvopolivtan» Court Established.

A. A Court is hereby established, the name of which shall be the
Metropolitan Court. There shall be as many juld'ges of this Court as the
Board shall deem _necessafy to administer promptly and expeditiously the
business of the Court. | | | -

"B. The judg.es‘shall be appointed by the Board by vote of two-thirds
of the members of the Board to serve for six years. Tetms of office of
‘judges may be staggered The seniot ]udge shall be the admuustratlve
-officer of the Coutt All judges shall be attomeys who have been qualified
for f1ve yeats to ptactxce law in the State of Florida. The compensation
* of the judges a.nd all Court employees shall be fixed by ordinance.

C. -Anyi jti&ge méy be removed for malfeasance, misfeasance, or non-
feasance by vote of two-thirds of the members of the Board after public
hearing. |

Section 6,02. .]urisdicti-on and Procedure.

A. The Court shall have jurisdiction to try all cases arising under
ordinances adopted by the Board.
- B. The clerk of the Metrdpolitan Court shall be appointed by the
18



Board. The clerk may appoint deputy clerks upon approval of the Manager.
The Court may hold sessions in such places as the Board may designate.
C. Arrests, complaints, prosecutions, andv convictions shall be in-

stituted and processed in the manner provided by the rules of the Court.
When the complaint ie made in the name of the county, a formal complaint
shall not be necessary to give the Court jurisdjct.ion of offenses triable
in such Court, but the accused may be tried for the‘offense for which he
is docketed, provided such docket entry is sufficient to put the accused
upon notice of the offense with which he is charged. -

D. No person shall upon conviction for the violation of any county
ordinance be punished by a fine exceeding $1,000 or'imprisonment in the
county jaii for more than one year or by both such fine and imprisonment.
If the ‘off_ense is..punishable by a fine exceeding $500 or imprisonment 'in'
 the coimty jaii'fer more than 60 daye, the accused shall be entitled to a
trial by jury upon demand.

E. All prosecutions for v1olatxons of any ordinance pumshable by
fine or 1mpnsonment shall be conducted by the State Attorney of this
county, 1f he be wxllmg, and xf not by the department of law. The Board
may by ordinance prov1de for a publlc defender.

F. Appeals will lie to the Circuit Court of this county from any final
judgment. All such appeals shall be taken within 20 days from the entry
of the judgment in the manner provxded by the mles of the ercu1t Court.
The decision of the ercmt Court shall be subject to review in the same
manner and within the same time as any other demsxon of the Circuit Court.

G. The ]udges of the Metropohtan Court are hereby empowered to
adopt rules of ptocedure governing the Court, to purush for contempt of
court including 1mpnsonment not in excess of 48 hours, to issue search
'warrants and to fix the amount of bail and appeal bonds. The judges and
the clerks or their degutxes may admxmstet oaths, 1ssue witness subpoenas,
and warrants for ariest. '

ARTICLE 7
INITIA’I‘IVE REFERENDUM AND RECALL

- Section 7.01_. Initiative and Referendum.

‘The electors of the county shall have the power to propose to the
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Bo_ard of County Commissioners passage or repeal of ordinances and to
vote on the question if the Board refuseé action, accordirig to the follow-
| ing ptoCedure: ‘
‘ _ (1) The person proposing the exercise of this power shall sub-
mit the proposal to the Board which shall without delay approve as to .
form a petition for circulation in one or several copies as the proposer R
may desire. ,
(2) The person or persons circulating the petition shall, withinl
- one month of the approval of the form of the petition, obtain the signatures
- of voters in numbers at least equal to five per cent of the total vote in the _
county for the office of Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial general
election, or 10,000 whichever is less. Each signer of a petition shall place
- thereon, after his name, the date, and his place of residence or precinct num-
ber. Each person circulating a copy of the petitiofx shall attach to it a sworn
affidavit stating the number of signers and the fact that each signature
was made in the presence of the circulator of the petition.
(3) The signed petition shall be filed with the Board which shall
. within 30 days order a canvass of the signatures thereon to determine the
‘sufficiency of the signatures. If the number of signatures is insufficient _
or. th_e petition is deficient as to formor compliance with this section, the
Board shall notify the person filing the petition aéd allow 30 days for v
'filing of additional petitién papers, at the end of which time the sufficiengy
or insufficiency of the petition shall be fi.x.xa,l-l:y determined.
(4) The Board shall within 30 days after the date a sufficient
petition is presented either:
. _{a). Adopt the ordinance as submitted in an initiatory
| petition or repeal the ordinance referred to by a referendary petition, or
(b) Determine to submit the proposal to the electors.
. (5) The vote of the electors, if required, shall take place
within 120 days after the date the petition is presented to the Board,
pteférably in an election already scheduled for other purposes, otherwise
in a special election. The result shall be determined by a majority vote
 cof the electors voting on the proposal. |
(6) An ordir_xance proposed by initiatory petition or the repeal of
20



an ordinance by referendary petition shall be effective on the day after
the electioh, except that:

(@) A‘ny reduction or elimination of existing revenue or any
expenditures not provided for by the current budget or existing bond
issues shall not take effect until the beginning of the next succeeding
fiscal year; and v _
~ (b) Rights accumulated under an ordiniance between the time
a certified refetendary petition against the ordinance is presented to the

Board and the repeal of the ordinance by the voters, shall not be enforced
‘against the county; and” ,

(e) Sheuld two or more:ordinan_ces adopted at the same elec-
- tion have c‘onfli-cting. provisions, the one receiving the highest number of
votes shall prevail as to those provisions.
(7 An ordinance adopted by the electorate through mltlatory

proceedmgs shall not be amended or repealed by the Board for a period of
--one year after the election at which it was adopted, but thereafter it may
be amer;ded or repealed like any other ordinance,

Section 7.02. Recall.

. .Any meniber of the Board of County Commissioners or the Sheriff or
any Constable may be removed from office by the electors of the county,

- district, or municipality by which he was chosen' The procedure on a re-
call petxtlon shall be identical with that for an initiatory or referendary
petition, except that:

- (1) The Clerk of the Circuit Court shall approve the form of
the petition. - _

(2) The person or persons circulating the petition must obtain
signatures of electors of the county, district, or municipality concerned in
numbers at least equal to ten per cent or 10,000, whichever is smaller, of
the qualified voters in the county, district, or municipality.

~ (3) The signed- petition shall be filed with and canvassed and
cettified by the Clerk of the Circuit Court,

(4) The Board of County Commissioners must provide for a
- recall election not less than 45 nor more than 90 days after the certifica-

~ tion of the petition.
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(5) The question of recall shall be placed on the ballot in a
manner that will give the elector a clear choice for or against the recall.

The result shall be determined by a majority vote of the electors voting on

the question.

(6) If the majority is against recall the officer shall continue
in office uﬁder the terms of his previous election. If the majority is for
recall he shall, tegardless of any defect in the recall petition, be deemed
removed from office immediately.

(7) No recall petition against such an officer shall be certified
within one year after he takes office nor within one year after a recall
petition agai'nst him is defeated. |

(8) Any vacancy created by recall in the offices of Sheriff or
Constables shall b.e filled for the remaining term by appointment by the

Board of County Commissioners, or the Board may require the office to be

filled at the next regular election or at a special election called for that

purpose.
ARTICLE 8
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 8.01. Abolition of Certain Offices and Transfer of

Fuq__cti'ons. _
A. On May 1, 1958, the following offices are hereby abolished, and
the powers and functions of such offices are hereby transferred to the

County Manager who shall provide for the continuation of all the duties

.. and func,ti.ohs of these .-offffice's_'required under-the Constitution and general

laws of this state; County Assessor of Taxes, County Tax Collector,

‘County Surveyor, County Purchasing Agent, and County Sdpervisor of

| Rég'istration.

B. The Couhty Manager may delegate to suitable persons the powers

and functions of such officers, provided however that until the term of

office for which they were elected shall terminate the County Assessor

of Taxes, the Courity Tax Collector, the County Supervisor of Registra- .
tion, and the County Purchasing Agent shall each if he so desires remain

in his position and receive the same salary as presently provided vby

~ statute.
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C. In the event that other elective offices are abolished by the Board,
the Board shall provide that any person duly elected to such office shall
if he so desires remain in the same or similar position and receive the
same salary for the remainder of the term for which he was elected, and
shall provide for the continuation of all the duties and functions of these
offices required under the Constitution and general laws.

Section 8.02. Waiver of Immunity.

Any county or municipal officeholder or employee who, upon being
called before a grand jury to testify conceming the conduct of his office
or the performance of his official duties or employment, refuses to sign a
waiver of immunity against subsequent criminal prosecution, or to answer
any relevant question concerning such matters before the grand jury, shall
be removed from office or public employment by the appropriate authority,
or upon suit by the State Attorney of this county. '

Se;ctxon--8,.03. Tort Liability .-

The county shall be liable in actions of tort to the same extent that

‘municipalities in the State of Florida are liable in actions in tort. How-
ever no suit shall be maintained against the county for damages to per- -
sons or property or for wrongful death arising out of any tort unless written
notice of claim shall first have been given to the county in the manner and
within the time provided by ordinance, except that the time fixed by or-

dinance for notice shall be not less than 30 days nor more than 120 days,

Section 8.04. Supremacy Clause, .

A. This Charter and the ord_inances-vadopt'ed hereunder shall in cases
of conflict supersede all municipal éhartersf'ands»ordi:n-anc-es, except as -
herein }ptovicled, and, where authorized by the Constitution, shall in cases _
of conflict supersede all special and'general laws of the state.

B. All other special and general laws and county ordinances and
rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Charter shall continue in
-effect until they are superseded by ordinance adopted by the Board pur-
suant to this Charter and the Constitution.

Section 8.05. Existing Franchises, Contracts, and Licenses.

- - All lawful franchise, contracts, and licenses in force on the effective .
- date of this Charter shall continue in effect until terminated or modified



in accordance Witl} their terms or in the manner provide.d by law or this
Charter. _
Section 8.06. Effect of the Charter.
A. This Charter shall be liberally construed in a1d of its declared

purpose, which is to establish effectrve home rule government in thxs
county responsive to the people. If any Article, Section, subsection, sen-
tence, clause, or provision of this Charter or the application thereof shall
be held invalid for any reason, the remainder of the Charter and of any
~ordinances or regulations made thereunder shall remain in full force and
effect.

B. Nothing in this Charter shall be construed to limit or restrict the

power and 'jurisdiction of the Florida Railroad and Public Utilities

- Commission. |

Section 8.07. Amendments.

Amendments to this Charter may be proposed by a resolutmn adopted
by the Board of County Commrssroners or by petition of electors numbet-
.mg five per cent of the number voting in the county for the Qfﬁce of Gover—
~ nor in the last ptecedmg gubernatonal general election. The Board shall
| call an election not less than 60 nor more than 120 days after it adopts
the resolution or receives a petrtlon certified in the manner required for
.ban initiatory petition for an ordinance. The result shall be determined by
a majority of the electors voting on the amendment
Section 8 08 Effectwe Date,
. This Chatter shall become effective 60 days after it is ratlfled by a

. majority of the qualified electors of the county voting on the Charter
| ARTICLE 9

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS
Section 9.01. Composition of the First Board of Co_unty

Commts»si-one_rs.

A. The County Commis-sionets who were elected at large at the gen-
eral election in 1956 shall hold office for the term of four years .fOr which
they ‘we-re.ele_cted and their term of office and their salary shall not be
_change_d by this Charter. ﬁntil additional Commissioners are elected and
take office as herein provided, the Commissioners elected in 1956 and
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their replacements if any as provided by law shall constitute the Board of
County Commissioners under this Ch.artexf. The term of th_e Commissioners
eiected at large in 1960 shall begin on the first Tuesday after the first
Mondéy in January, 1961, and end on the second Tuesday next succeeding
the date provided for the 1964 state second primary election.

'B. The election of the first Commissioner by any eligible mun1c1pa11ty
shall be as provided by this Charter. The first such Commissioner shall
not take office before the second Tuesday next succeedmg the 1958 state
_ second primary election. If any eligible mumctpa’hty has not elected a
Commlssmner by that date, the position shall be considered a vacancy
and filled in the manner prov1ded herein.

Section 9.02. Appointment of County Manager.

'The County Manager shall be appointed na later than October 31, 1957

Section 9.03. Reassessment.

:A. On or before May 1, 1958, the Board of County Commxssmners '
shall provide for the reassessment accordmg to law of all real and tanglble
personal property within the incorporated and unincorporated areas of the
- county exclusive of property assessed by the state. The cost of thlS

reassessment shall be paid out of the ge_neral_fun'ds of the county or any
other funds that might be available. This reéssess'ment' shall be completed
as expeditiously as possible but in no event later than January 1, 1961.-
B. After thlS reassessment has been completed and made official by
| the Board, county tax rolls reflecting this reassessment shall be com:
-pbleted and promptly made available to each muni"cipality Beginning with
the 1961 tax year, no other real and tanglble personal property tax rolls
than those prepared by the county shall be legal or in any manner used .
for the assessment of taxes within the incorporated and unincorporated
areas, except as provided in 9.03D.
C. Prior to January 1, 1961, each municipality shall conform its
- fiscal year to that of the county, and to accomphsh this may levy taxes
for less or more than one year but for not more than two years at once.
' D. Upon petition from any mun1c1palxty on grounds of hardship caused
by use of the county tax rolls or prescribed ﬁscal year, the Board may
from year to year grant that municipality an exemption,' but no such
' 25



exemption shall ,extend beyond ]anuary 1, 1966.
Section 9.04. Appropriation.

There is hereby appropriated from the general fund, fine and forfeiture
fund, or any other appropriate fund, from unanticipated receipts and un-
expected balances in such funds, sufficient monies as determined by the
Board to pay for the cost of establishi-ng the various departments, posi-
tions, and procedures required by this Charter. Such appropriations and
expenditures are hereby declared to. be for county purposes and are
legitimate expendltures properly payable from the 1956~57 budget as
hereby amended

Sectlon 9.05. Change of Commrssron Drstrrcts

“ No County Commission-district shall be chang-ed until the results of
the 1960 federal census are available. A

Section 9 06 Transition,

In order that there may be no interruption of the busrness of the
county, all persons holding office at the time this Charter takes effect
shall contmue in the performance of their functions and duties until their |
_successors are appointed, or until their functions and duties are trans-
ferred, altered, or .abollvish-ed in accordance with this Charter. All laws in
force when this C'harter becomes effective and not inconsistent therewith
shall continue in force until they are superseded by ordinances adopted by
the Board in pursuance of this. Charter. All ordrnances and resolutions
~ of the county in foree when this Charter becomes effective, and all tawful
A rig‘hts, clarms, a,qti'oris‘,,‘ordér_s; obligations, proeeedi.ngs, and contracts
shall contir_xue:trr_x_til' rrrqdified,-amended, repealed, or superseded in ac-
cordance with this‘vChar‘ter._ |

Section 9 07. Termination of this Article,

After _]anuary 1, 1967 this Article 9 shall cease to be a part of this
Charter.
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PORT AUTHORITY ACT CH. 22963 LAWS 1945
"~ AS AMENDED THROUGH 1957 SESSION

Section 1. Definitions. In the interpretation hereof the following
words and terms shall be taken to include the following meanings when
" the context shall require or permit, to-wit:

(a) ““County”’ shall mean any county having a population of
260,000.inhabitants or more. according to the latest Federal Census and
shall include ‘“Board of County Commissioners’’ of such courity

- (b) The word “‘project’’ shall embrace any one' or any com-
bmatlon of two or more of the following, to-wit: harbor, port, shipping and
alrport facilities of all kinds, including, but not limited to harbors,

_ channels, turning basins, anchorage areas, Jettles breakwaters, water
ways, canals; locks tidal basins, wharves, docks piers, slips, bulkheads
public landings, warehouses, terminals, refrigerating and cold storage -
plants rallroads and motor termmals for passengers and freight, rolling
stock, car ferries, boats, conveyors and appliances of all kinds for the
handlmg, storage, inspection and tra-nsportatxon of freight and the hand-
ling of passenger traffic, airport facilities of all kinds for la'n.d-‘ and sea
planes, including, but not lim_ited.t;), landing fields, water areas for the
:Ian'd'i:.ng and taking off of aircraft, hangars, shops, buses, trucks, and all
other facilities for the landing, taking off, operating, servicing, repairing
and parking of aircraft, and the loading and unloading and handling of
passengers, mail, express and freight; administration buildings, toll high-
ways, tunnels, causeway's»:"an'db_ridges con'nected'thetewith 61' incident or
auxiliary thereto, and. may include all j‘pr‘opét’ty, rights, easements and fran-
- chises relating to any such project and deemed necessary or convenient
- for the acdhis-itiori, cdnstructidn, purchase 6r operation thereof ,
(As amended by Ch. 28386, Laws 1953)

‘(c) The term ““Cost’’ as applied to improvements shall mean
the cost of constructing or acquiring improvements as heremabove defined
and shall embrace the cost of all labor and materials, the cost of all
machmery and equlpment fmancmg charges, cost of engineering and

~legal expenses, plans, Specxflcatlons and such other expenses as
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"may be necessary or incident to such - construction . or

acquisition.

(d) The term “Cost’’ as applied to a project acquired, con-
structed, extended or enlarged, shall include the purchase price of any
project acquired, the cost of improvements, the cost of such construction,
extension or enlargement, the cost of all-lands, properties, rights, ease-

- ments and franchises acquired, the cost of all machinery and equipment,
financing charges, interest during construction and, if deemed advisable,
for one year after completwn of consttuctlon cost of mvestlgatxons and
audits and of engmeetmg and legal services, and all other expenses nec-
essary or incident to determining the feasibility or practicability of such
acquisition or construction, administrative expense and such other ex-
penses as may be necessary or incident to the financing herein authorized
and to the acquisition or construction of a project and the placing of the

~same in operation. Any obligation or expénse incurred by the County
prior to the issuance of revenue bonds under the provisions of this Act
for ehgineeting stu_dies and for estimates of cost and of revétiues and for
other téchnical, financial or legal services in connection with the acquisi-
tion or construction of any project may be regarded as a part of the cost of
such project. (As amended by Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)

(e) The term ¢ ‘board of county commlsswners’ * shall mclude
all members of the board of county commissioners in such county whether
their offices are created by the constitution, the leglslature, or by any
home rule charter. (Added by amendment Ch, 57—911 Laws 1957)

_ Section 2. When the populatxon of any county according to the
latest Federal Ceﬁsué shall exceed 260,000 inhabitanté then any such
counfy and the County Commissioners: of ahy such county shall have the
power, in addition to the powers otherw1se conferred: (as amended by
Ch. 24296, Laws . 1947)

(1) To construct, acquire, establish, improve, extend, enlarge,
reconstruct, equip, maintain, repair and operate any project as herein
defined either within or without the territorial boundaries of the County;

.. (as amended by Ch. 24269, Laws 1947) A

(2) Subject to the jurisdiction of the United States of America
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and the State of Florida, to construct, establish and improve harbors in ,
the Couﬁty and all navigable and non-navigable water connected therewith,
to regulate and control all such waters, to construct and maintain such
canals, slips, turning basins and channels and upon such terms and con-
ditions as may be required by the United States of America, and to enact,
adopt and establish by resolution, rules and regulations for the complete
exercise of jurisdiction and control over all said waters; (As amended by

© Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(3) To acquire by grant, purchase, gift, devise, condemnation,
exchange or in any other manner, all property, real or personal, or any
estate or interest therein, upon such terms and conditions as the said '
County shall by resolution fix and determine; (As amended by Ch. 24296,
Laws 1947) ) : -

(a) Repealed. (Ch. 31437, Laws Extraordinary Session 1956)

(b) There is hereby granted to such County and the Board of
County Commissioners thereof, the specifi¢ right, power and authority to
construct, maintain and operate elevated toll roads, and the approaches
t;heteto, along, over and across any'publiclstteet or streets of any city,
tdwn or municipality located within any such C‘ou‘nty.”(Adde‘ci"’.l‘i}hl?:émendment
Ch. 28387, Laws 1953) . ,

(4) Repealed (Ch. 31437, Laws Extraordinary Session 1956)

(5) To appoint shipping masters fo‘rv potts or harbors under its
control, to determine their qualifications, and to adopt rules and r_egula;
tions prescribing their duties; (As amended by Ch. 2429, Laws 1947)

(6) To license stevedores as independent contractors for hire to
- handle stevedoring at and in the harbors and airports in the county and to
- fix the terms and conditions of such-licenseé and to determine the fees to |
be charged for same, and any and all such licenses of all persons, firms,
groups or corporations so licensed shall éon'timi'e at the pleasure of the
County; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(7) To issue revenue bonds, payable solely from revenues, to
pay all or a part of the cost of acquisition, construction, extension, en-
largement, improvement or modernization of any project, and to pledge the
revenues to secure the payment of onds, but such bonds shall not bear
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interest to exceed five per centum (5%) per annum; (as amended by Ch.
24296, Laws 1947)"

(8) For the purpose of paying all or a part of the cost of a pro-
ject, to issue certificates of indebtedness or bonds secured by purchase
money mortgage lien upon the title to the real or personal property consti-
tuting a project, but neither shall bear interest at a rate exceeding five
per centum V(S%) per annum; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(9) To enter into joint arrangements with steémship lines, rail-
roads, airlines or other transportation lines, or any common carrier, if the
County shall deem it advantageous so to do; (as amended by Ch. 24296,
Laws 1947) _

(10) To make and enter into all contracts and agreements and to
do and 'perfotm' all acts and deeds necessary and incidental éq the perform-
ance of its duties and Vthe exercise of its powers; (as amended by Ch. |

124296, Laws 1947) |

(11) To fix, regulate and collect rates and charges for the ser-

vices and’ facxhtles furnished by any pro;ect under its control, to estabhsh,
limit and control the use of any project as may be deemed necessary to
- insure the prope-r operatlon of the project; to impose sanctions to promote
and enforce compliances; and todvpresAcr‘ibe rules and regulations and im-
pose ‘penalties and sanctions to insure the proper performance of the

duties of any stevedore or of any such shipping master and the enforce-
~ment of any rule or regulation which the County may adopt in the regula-

- tion of the ports hatbOrs wharves docks, alrports and other projects
. .under its control (as amended by Ch. 24296 Laws 1947 and Ch. 28387

, Laws 1953) i

(12) To fix the rates of wharfage dockage warehousmg,

Lo T

storage and port apd terminal charges for the use of the port and harbor
facilities located within or without said County and owned or operated by
said County, to fix and determine the tétes tolls and other charges for
the use of harbor and airport 1mprovements and harbor and airport’ facxlltles
located within or without said County insofar as it may do so under the
. Constitution of the State of Florida and the Constitution and laws of the

- United States of America. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)
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g (13) To regulate the operation, docking, storing and conduct of
all water craft of any kind, plying or lus.ing the waterways within the County,.
and of all aircraft of any kind operating over and within the County or
utilizing for éir navigation purposes, any other area, field, location, or
place within the County for air'navigationb purposes of the repair, storage
or handling -of aircraft; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

.(14) To receive and accept from any Federal agency, grants for
or in aid of the construction, improvement or operation of any project and
te receive and accept conttibutions’ from any source of either money:,
propefty., labor or other things of value; (as amended by Ch. 24296,

Laws 1947) | '

(15) To make any and all applications required by the Treasury
Department and other departments or agencies of the United States Govern-
ment as a condition precedent to the establishment within the County of a
freeport, foreign trade zone or area for the reception from foreign countries

~of articles of commerce and to expedite and encourage foreign commerce,i
and the handling; precessing and deiivery thereof into foreign commerce
free from the payment of custom duties and to enter into any agreements -
required by such d‘epartm'_ents or agencies in connection therewith and to
make like a'pplicétions.? and agte-e'me_nts. with feSpect to the establishment
withiﬂn said Cohnty of orie or more bonded watehopses.;_(as amended by
Ch. 24296, Laws 1947) |

(16) To enter into any contract with the GoVeminent of the United
States or any agency thereof whxch may be necessary in order to procure
'-assxstance approptxatlons and a1d for the deeperung, wxdenmg and extend-
ing of channels and turnmg .basm, the bmldmg and construction of airport
and airport facilities, slips, wharves breakwaters, jetties, bulkheads and
any and all other harbor and air navigation 1mptovements and facilities;

(as amended by Ch. 24296 Laws 1947) B

o (17) To employ consulting engineers, vsupe'rintenden_ts-,' ‘managers,

and such other engineeiing; construction and aceounting experts aﬁd'at-

torneys, and‘ such other employees‘ and egents as may be necessary in its

-« judgment, and to fix their ciompe‘nsation; (as amended by Ch, 24296, Laws
1947) and to pay to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of any suchACounty
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“such compen sation as such Board of County Commissioners may determine

but not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) per annum,
tobe paid exclusively from the revenues arising from the operation of any
project owned and operated under authority of this act, for his extraordinary
services rendered td such Board in the performance of their duties and the
exercise of their pdwers under this Act; such compensation shall be in
addition to any and all other compensation provided by law for such Clerk
of the Circuit dert (added by amendment Ch. 30146, Laws 1955)

(18) To make or cause to be made such surveys, investigations,
studles bormgs maps plans, drawings and estxmates of cost and revenues,

as it may deem necessary, and may prepare and adopt a comprehensive

‘plan or plans for the location, constructxon improvement and develop-

ment of any prOJect. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. 28387,

. Laws 1953)"

(19) To grant exclus1ve or non-excluswe franchises to persons,
firms or corporations for the operating of restaurants, cafeterias, bars,
taxicabs, vending machines and other concessions of a non-aeronautical
nature in, on abnd in connection with any project owned and operated by
the County, provided, however, that no exclusxve franchise shall be so
granted unless the Board of County Comnussmners of said County shall
first cause to be publlshed in a newspaper of general circulation in said

County notice of the fact that it intends to grant such exclusive franchise

"_and will at a time certain to be fxxed in said notice, not less than thirty

(30) days after the publication of said n_otic;e; enter into negotations with

‘any interested parties as to the terms, conditions and provisions or any

such exclusive franchise, and that such négdtations with any interested

parties as to the terms, conditions and provisions of any such exclusive

franchise are to continue for a period of not less than ten (10) days before

such exclusive f:anchiée is granted; (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws

~ 1947 and Ch. 30146, Laws 1955)

(20) To adopt and promulgate suitable rules, regulations and

-directions for the operation and conduct of any project owned or operated

by the County and for the use of any such project and any facility con-

‘nected therewith by others; (aé amended By Ch.24296, Laws 1947)
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" (21) To enter into contracts with utility companies or others for -
the supplying by said utility companies or others of water, electricity ‘
and/or telephone servic'e to or in connection with any project; (as amended
by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947)

(22) To approve or disapprove the location, establishment, con-
struction and operation of privately owned airports within the County. No
state airport license or state approval of an airport site shall be effective
in the-County without the approval of the County on the application there-
for (as amended by Ch. 24296 Laws 1947)

(23) The County shall have a lien upon all aircraft landing upon
any airport owned and operated by it, for all charges for landing fees and

-other fees and charges for the use of the fac111t1es of such airport by any

" such axtcraft whenever payment of such charges and fees is not made
.immediately upon demand therefor to the operator or owner of the aircraft
by a duly authorized employee of the County. Such lien may be enforced as
provided by law for the enforcement of warehousemen’s liens in this St.ate;
(as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947, and Ch. 25520, Laws 1949)

(@) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to remove or attempt to
remove any such alrcraft from such axrport after notice of the lien has been
served upon the owner or operator thereof or after posting of such notice
“upon such aircraft. Any person whe shall re-mev,e or attempt to remove any
such aircraft from such airport, after service or posting of the notice of
lien as herein provided, -and -before payment of the amount due to the
County for land fees and chatges‘ incurred by‘ such aircraft, shall be
pumshed as for a mxsdemeanor ' |

| 'Provided, the ptov1smns of this sub-patagraph (a) shall
' not apply in cases where by written contract fees and charges are payable
at stated intervals. (amended by Ch. 25520, Laws 1949)

(24) To pledge by resolution or contract the revenues arising

“from the operation of any prbject' or projects owned and operated by the
‘County to the payment of the cost of operation, maintenence, repair, im-
provement, extension and/or enlargement of the project or projects from
the operation of which such revenues are received and for the payment of
principal and i»hterest on bonds issued in connection with any such project
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or ptoj'ects, and to coxnbine for financing purposes any two or more pro-
jects constructed or acquired by the County under the provisions of this
Act. In any such case the County Commissioners may adopt separate
budgets for the operation of such project or projects and it shall not be
necessary to include such revenues and the expenditure thereof in the
general County 'bud'get except by reference and for accounting purposes
only. In every such case such revenues shall be expended exclusively for
the payment of the costs of operation, maintenance, repair, improvement,.
extension and enlargement of the project or projects from the operation of
which such revenues arise, for the petfonnance of the County’s contracts
Ain connection with sueh project or projects, and for the payment_ of-
principal and interest requirements of any bonds issued in connection
with the project or projects. Any surplus of such funds remaining on hand
at the end of any yea.rb shall be carried forward anld may be expended in the
succeedmg year for the payment of the costs of operation of such pro;ect
or ptOJeCtS or for the repair, 1mptovement and/or extension thereof as the
Commissioners may determine, unless such surplus has been pledged for
the payment ot principal and interest .vondbonds as authorized in sub-
patagraph (25) of this Section, in Wthh event any such surplus shall be
applled in accordance thh the resolutxon pledging the same. (as amended
by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 Ch. 26652, Laws 1951, Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)
(25) The County Commlssmners of any such County are authorized
~ to 1ssue general obllgatlon bonds or revenue bonds of said County for the
‘ putpose of paymg all ora part of the cost of any one or more projects as
herem defmed mcludxng the cost of enlatgement expansion and/or develop-
ment of such pto;ect whethet the property used therefor has previously been
“ acqulred or not, and the cost of removing therefrom and/or relocating or
_reconstructmg at another locat1on any buildings, structures or facilities
- which in the opinion of such Commissioners constitute obstructions or
| hazards to the safe or efficient operation of any such project, and for the
purpose of paying off and retiring any revenue bonds issued under the
provisions of this Act. (as amended ‘by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch.
" = Ch. 25166, Laws 1949)
' ' The bonds of each issue shall be dated, shall bear interest
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“at such rate or rates not exceeding five per centum (5%) per -annum, shall
mature at such time or times not exceeding forty years from their date or .
dates, as may be determined by the Board, and may be made redeemable
before maturity, at the option of the County, at such price or prices and

under such terms and conditions as may be fixed by the Board prior to the

.' issuance of the bonds. The Board shall determine the form of bonds, in-
cluding any ihterest coupons to be attached thereto, and the manner of
execution of the bonds, and shall fix the denomination or denominations of
the bonds and the place or places of payment of prinéipal and interest,
‘which may be at any bank or trust company within or without the State.

In case any officer whose signature or a facsim‘ile of whose signature
shall appear on any bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer before
the delivery of such bonds, such sxgnature or such facsimile shall never-
thel_ess be valid and sufficient for all purposes the same as if he had re-
mained in office until such delivery. All bonds issued undér the provisions
of this Act shall have and are hereby declared to have all the qualities
and incidents 6f negotiable instruments under the negotiable instruments
law of the State. The bonds may be issued in coupon or in registered form,
or both, as the Board may determine, and provision may be made for the
registration of any Acoupon bonds as td' principal alone and also as to both
prmcxpal and interest and for the reconversion into coupon bonds of any
bonds registered as to both principal and interest. The issuance of such

‘bonds shall not be subject to any limitations or conditions contained in

~ any any other law, and the Board may sell such bonds in such manner,

either at pubhc or at private sale, for such’ price, as it may determine

‘to be for the best interest of the County, but no such sale shall be made
at a price so low as to require the payment of interest on thé money re-
ceived "t'here.for at more than five per centum (5%) per annum, computed
with relation to the absolute maturity of the bonds in accordance with

~standard tables of bond values, excluding, fxowever, from such computa-
tions the émount‘ of ény. premium to be paid on rédemi)ti.on of any bonds
prior to maturity. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 197 and Ch. 25166,
Laws 1949) |
- | No general obligation bonds shall be issued heteunder unless
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the issuance of such bonds shall have been approved in the manner re-

quired by the C_onstitution and Laws of Florida for the issuance of bonds
of the County. (as amended by Ch. 24296, Laws 1947 and Ch. 25166,
Laws 1949) |

For the payment of the principal of and the interest on any

' general obligation bonds of the County issued under the prov1srons of

this Act, the Board is hereby authorized and required to levy annually a
special tax upon all taxable property within the County, over and above
all other taxes authorized or limited by law, and in addition to the tax

authorrzed by Section 5. of this Act sufficient to pay such principal and

" interest as the same respectrvely become due and payable, and the pro-

ceeds of all such taxes shall When collected be paid into a special fund
and used for no other_ purpose than the payment of such principal and in-
terest; pr_evided, however, that there may be ‘pl_edged to the payment of
such princifpal and interest the surplus of the revenues of 'the project or.
prOJects, after payment of the costs of operatron, mamtenance and reparr
thereof and in the event of such pledge the amount of the annual tax
levy herem requrred may be reduced in any year by the amount of such

revenues actuaIly recerved m the precedrng year and then remaining on

deposit to the credlt of the special fund for the payment of such princi pal

“and interest. (as amended by Ch. 24296 Laws 1947 and Ch. 25166, Laws
’1949) ' '

(26) To do all other acts and thmgs necessary or proper in the

exercise of the powers herem granted (as amended by Ch 24296 Laws _

: 1947)

Q27) To-' construct, cwn,' maintain and operate trade marts and
exposition 'halls‘ and buildin'gs' for the"display, exhibition and sale of

goods, wares. and merchandlse _which are hereby defrned to be ptO]eCtS

_w1thm the. meamng of this Act; to rent space in, around or connected thh

such trade marts to others and to collect rents fees and charges therefor;
to sublet the whole or any part thereof to others and to enter into con-

tracts with others for the operation thereof on such terms and conditions

"+ as'said Board of County Comrmssxoners shall’ by resolution determine to

. be for the best mterests of the County; to rent, let and lease to others
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'ground space on, in or connected with any project owned and operated by
the County for the construction, maintenance and operation thereon of any
such trade mart, exposition hall or buiidivng;- to use the proceeds arising
from the operation or rental of any such trade mart or exposition hall or
building or from the rental of ground space therefor to pay the expense of
operation, upkeep and maintenance thereof and for advertising and
- publicity thereof and for such other purposes as the said Board of County b_
Commissioners shall determine to be for the best mterest of the County.
(as amended by Ch. 25166, Laws 1949)
(28) To borrow money and to 1ssue notes for any purpose or

. purposes for which bonds may be issued under the provxsmns of this Act
and to refund the same; to issue notes in ant1c1pat10n of the recerpt of the
: proceeds of the sale of any such bonds; to secure an advance of credit for -
any such purpose or purposes under a credxt agreement or other agreement
with any bank or trust company or any person, firm or corporatxon Wrthm ot
without the State; and to secure any such borrowmg, notes or agreement

by a pledge of all or any part of the available 1ncome or revenues to be
received by the County under the provisions of thlS Act or by an agree-
" ment to exercise any of the powers confetred by this Act. (as amended by
Ch 28387, Laws 1953) S ' A

Section 3. For admmxstratlve convenrence the board of county

| commxssxoners in the exercises of the powers hereby conferred and those
powers otherwise conferred, may be hereafter desrgnated descrlbed and
g -referred to as the county port authorlty or any other approprlate title duly
adopted by resolution of the board of county commissioners. Provided,
that in counties to Whrch this act applies that have adopted or may here-
after adopt, a home rule form of government and that create or establish
_thereunder a port authorrty to conveniently admrnlster the busmess and
exercise the powers provided for in this act, the words port authonty”
shall apply wherever_ the wotds ““county’’ or “‘board of county commission-
ers’’ are used, and such authority may exercise all the powers granted
under this act. (as amended by Ch. 57-911, Laws 1957)
 Section 4. Repealed. (Ch. 30304, Laws 1955)

Section 5. Ad Valorem Tax. Annual_ly an ad valorem tax of not
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exceeding one and one-half mills may be levied upon.all property in such
County, which tax when levied shall be levied and collected as other _
such county taxes are levied and collected, and subject only to the limita-
tions of a general fund as oontained in Section 193.32 Florida Statutes,
1941; such taxes shall be charged to the general fund, but such revenue

may be appropriated-by said County for the cost of constructing, operating,

. mainta‘ining, expanding, enlarging, improving and/or developing any pro-

ject or projects herein specxfled and/or for the payment of the costs of
removing and relocatmg any structures, mstallatlons or facilities whrch
in the opinion of such Board of County Commrssxoners may be required for
the safe and efficient operation of any such projects; said tax may be
levied, collected and expended for any of the purposes herein specified

notwithstanding the cost and expense thereof may have been incurred in a

* previous year, and when so collected and used shall be considered to be

levied, collected and used for a county purpose (as amended by Ch.

. 24296, Laws 1947, Ch. 25166, Laws 1949, and Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)

Section 6 Administrative Agents. The County may employ -
agents clerks and/or servants to admmrster any project under the rules,
regulations, directions and’ supervision of the county, and may exact of
any agent clerk and/or servant a good and 'suffieient bond with- proper
surety to secure the faithful performance of his or their duties and other- ‘
wise conditioned as' it shall see fit.

Section 7. All rules.and: regulations promulgated and all imposi-
txons and exactions made by authority hereof shall be just and reasonable
and consistent with pubhc interest, and their apphcatlon shall be sub-
ject to review by certiorari in any court of proper and competent Jurrsdrctxon

All rules and regulations shall be publrshed and. dlspen-

" sed by the county at cost to all applicants therefor

Section 8. All powers, acts and deeds hereby conferred or
authorized are hereby found to be and made a county purpose. Each pro-
ject financed under the provisions of this Act and the income therefrom,

and any bonds issued under the provisions of this Act and the mcome

" * therefrom shall at all times be free fram taxation within the state. (as

. ,amended by Ch. 28387, Laws 1953)
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Section 9. Provision of Act Sevcrable. The prcviéions of this
Act are severable, andA it is the intention to confer the whiole or any part
of the powers provided for herein, and if any of the provisions of this
Act shall be held unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
the decision of such court shall not affect or 1mpalt any of the remaining

pl’OVlS ions.

See also Ch. 27489, Spec1a1 Laws 1951 ratlfymg acqulsltlon of Venetian

Causeway, etc.
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LARGER COUNTIES CIVIL SERVICE ACT
(Ch. 30255, Laws 1955)
AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 57-16, 58—11 and 58-31

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA:

Sectxon 1. There is hereby cteated a merit system of personnel
admmxstratmn and a Personnel Advisory Board for each county having a
population of more than 450,000 inhabitants according to the latest official

census.

General Purpose.

The general 'pqtpbse of this act is to establish for each county
- having a' population of more than 450,000 inhabitants according to the
latest official census, a system of personnel! administration based on
merit prmmples and scientific methods governing the selection, appomt-
~ ment, promotion, ttans.fe:, lay-off, removal, discipline, and welfare of its
employeé.s, and other incidents of county employment. All appointments
and promotions in:the county merit éystem shall bé; made solely on the
- basis of merit and fitness, to be ascertained, so far as possible, except
in certain cases, by competitive exami-nations. |

Section 2. Classified service: exceptions therefrom,

(a) The classified service té which this law shall apply shall
comprise all positions in the county service existing on January i, 1956,
or thereafter established, except the following:

“ (¢} The County Commissioners and other officers elected by
popular vote or appointed by the govemor, and persons appointed to fill
vacancies in elective offices. ‘

(2) Members of boards and 6ommissions, county manager and
his assistants, personnel director, planning dxrectot, attorneys in the
depattment of law, and attomeys employed by the county, heads of de-

partments, assistant department heads, and division heads appointed by

. the county commissioners or by other elected officials or by the county

~~ manager; and all secretaries to the foregoing. (Amended by Ordinance 56-16)
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(3) One private secretary foreach board orcommission or head of 5
department appomted by the County Commissioners orotherelected ofﬁcxals

“) The secretaries of the County Commissioners and other
elected officials;

) Judgeé, referees, receivers, jurors, court bailiffs and notaries
public and public relations employees.

(6) The secretaries appointed by the several judges.

(7) Patients or inmates employed in county institutions.

(8) Persons employed in a professional or scientific capacity to
‘make or conduct a temporary and specific inquiry, investigation or examina-
tlon on behalf of the County Commissioners or a committee thereof, and
other elected officials, or by the authority thereof.

(9) The County Attotney and assistants.

(10) Persons under control of the Grand J ury, even though pald
by the Board of County Commxsswners

(11) Deputy Constables and their secretaries, if any.

(12) The County Agncultural Agentand his assistants and -
secretanes A
| (13) The County Home Demonstration Agent and assistants and
‘secretaries. _

(14) The State Attorney’s Assistants, -investigators and secre-
taries. -

(15) The County Solicitor’s Assistants, investigators and secre-

- taries. .

(16) Pers-.onswho are jointly employed by the County and any
institute of higher learning. |
(17) Directors of Art Mgséums.
(18) Employees of the County Board of Public Instruction.
(19) Residents, interns and students of County hospitals.
(20) Professional employees in the County health service.
(21) The over aged and disabled as may be provided for in the rules.
(22) Medical examiners and ptofeséional personnel.
(23) Personnel under the supervision and control of the Judge
‘4of any ]uvemle and Domestic Relations Court.
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Section 3. Co'unty Personnel 'Departme.nt,

(a) There shall be in the county government a Couaty Personnel
Department, the executive head of which shall be a Director of FPersonnel
Services. There may be established at any County hospital unit a Per-
sonnel Department which shall work with and through the Director of Per- j
sonnel Services. (Amended by Ordinance 57-16)

(b) In the Personnel Department there shall be a Personnel Ad-
visory Board of five (5) members, with the powers and duties hereinafter
enumerated. ' |

(C) The annual budget of the County Commlssmners shall provide
for sufflclent funds to carry out effectively the provisions of this law.

Section 4. Removal of Personnel Director.

The personnel director shall be appointed by the County Manager
and may be removed by him without cause. The personnel director shall
have had training and expenence in personnel admmlstratlon (Amended

by Ordinance 57-16)

Sect;on.S, Organization of the Personnel ,A_dvi-so:-y Board.

‘(a) The members of the Personnel Advis_ory Board shall be per-
sons in sym’pathywit’h.the application of merit principles to public employ-
ment. No member of the Board shall be a member of any local, state >or
national committee of a political party, or an officer or member of a com-
‘mittee in any partisan political club or organization, or shall hold, or be
a candidate for, _any paid i_)‘.g:blic office.

b(b) The. _te_(rms_ of the present members of the Personnel Advisory
'Board,'shzjall expire on the effective date of this ordinance. (As amended by
Ordinance 57—16). The Board of County Commissioners .sh-all appoint five
persoqé, none of whom may be employees or officials.v of Dade County, to
servé as the Personnel Advisory Board, three members to serve for a term
of four years, and two.des‘ignated members to serve for a term of two years.
(Amended by Ordinance 57—16 and 58—11). Of the five members of the

Personnel Advisory Board, at least one shall be a person who understands

. . employee problems and whose thinking and convictions are compatible to

to employee problems, difficulties, cost of living and other working condi-
tions of the county employees in relation to their respective responsibili-
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ties to their supetvisors and the county, and at least one shall be a person
who understands and whose thinking and convictions ere compatible to the'
problems, difficulties and working conditions of the employer, management,
department heads and other supervisory personnel of the county in relation
to their relative responsibilities to their departments and the proper func-
tioning of their department, the county and other county employees.
(Amended by Ordinance 57—16)

(c) The County Com-missioner; shall fill by appointment all
vacancies which shall oecur in the membership of the BOard, occurring
after the initial appointments provided in the preceding paragraph. Each
person so appointed shall serve for a term of four years from the date of
expiration of the term for which his predecessor was appoihted ‘except that
a persori appointed' io fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of a

‘term shall be appointed for the remainder of such term. Each member of the
Board shall hold office until his successor is appointed and qualifies.
(Amended by Ordinance 57--16)

(d) A member of the Board may be removed by a majonty of the
entiré membership of the County Commission. (Amended by Ordinance -
57-16 and 58—11) | .

(e) Compensation in the'am-ougf of $15.00 per meeting shall be
paid to members of the Personnel Ad'w)gs-ory Board for heces»sary traveling
and other expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties.
(Amended by Ordinance 57-16)

(f) The Board shall elect from its members a chairman and vice-
chairman who shall serve at the will of the Board. Tt shall meet at such
t‘imes and places as shall be specified by call of the chairman, or, in hi's
abse_'nce, by the vice chairman, or of the Director of Personnel Services.
At least one meeting shall be held in each month. All meetings shall be
open to the public. Three members shall constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion of business.

(g) The County C0mm13510n shall make provision, financial and

. otherw1se for legal representatxon for the Personnel Advisory Board
Provision for legal representation shall also mcl_ude legal representation
of department heads at disciplinary preceedings. The attorney or attorneys .
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performing such services shall be under the supervision and control of the
County Attorney.

Section 6. Duties of the Personnel Advisory Board.

In addition to the duties expressly set forth elsewhere in the law
the Board shall;

s

(1) Represent the public interest in the improvement of personnel
administration in the county service.

(2) Advise the County Commissioners, other officials,and the Dir-
‘ector of Personnel Services on problems concerning personnel administration.

(3) Foster the interest of institutions of learning and of industrial,
civic, professional and employee organizations in the improvement of per-
sonnel standards in the county service. A ,

(4) Make any investigation which it may consider desuable con-
cerning’ the admxmstratxon of personnel in the county service, and make re-
commendations to the Ditector with respect thereto.

(5) Make an annual report and when deemed in the interest of
1mproved personnel administration, special reports and recommendatlons

- to the County Commission and other elected public offxcxals

Sectlon 7. Duties of the Dlrector ‘of Personnel Service

"The Dlrector as executive head of the Department shall direct
and superv1se all its administrative and technical actlvmes In addition
to the duties imposed upon him elsewhere in this law, it shall be his duty:

(1) Toapply and carry out this law and the rulesradopted thereunder.

- (2) To attend meetmgs of the Boatd and act as its secretary and
keep minutes of its proceedmgs _

(3) To establish and maintain a roster of all employees in the
" county classified service, in which there shall be set forth, as to each em-
‘ployee, the class title, -pay or status, and other pertinent data.

(4) Deleted by Ordinance 57—16. _

(5) Tofosterand develop, in cooperation with a‘ppoin_fing‘ authorities
and others, programs for the improveme’nt of employee effectiveness, in-
cluding training, safety, health, counséling'and welfare.

| (6) To encourage and exercise leadership in the development of
effé,ctive personnel édmainistration within the several departments of the
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county service, and to make available the facilities of the Department of
County Personnel to this end.

(7) To investigate from time to time the operation and effect of
this law and of the rules made thereunder and to report his findings and
recommendations to the Board an(i to the County Commissioners and other

officials.
c (8) To make an annual report regarding the work of the Depart-
ment, and such special reports.as'he may consider desirable, to the Board,
and to the County Commissioners and other officials. '

(9) To perform any other lawful acts which he may consider
necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes and provisions of this
law. .

(a) Deleted by Ordinance 57-16. - |

(b) The DivrectOr may designate appropriate persons, in-
cluding officers and employees in the county services, to assist in the
preparation and rat-ing_of tests. An appointing authority shall excuse ahy
employee from his regular duties for the time required for this work as an
‘examiner. Such officers and employees shall not be entitled to extra pay for
their services as examiners but shall be entitled to relmbursement for
necessary travelling and other expenses.

Sectlon 8 Rules

The Dxrector of Personnel Services shall prepare and submit to
the Personnel Adv1sory Board proposed rules for the classified service.
The Board shall forthwith schedule and announce a public hearing
on the rules to be held within thirty (30) days following submission by
the Director of Personnel Services. _

~ Such rules shall have the force and effect of law when appfoved
by the Board and when adopted by a majority of the County Commlsswners
and the other elected officials whese employees are affected by this Act,
acting as a unit. Amendments thereto may be made in the same manner.
If not adopted, amended of rejected by a majority of the County Commissioners
and other elected officials whose employees are affected by this Act
within 90 days after submission to them, they shall automatically become

‘effectxve The rules shall provide:
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(1) For the preparation, maintenance, and revision of a position
reclassification plan for all positions in the classified service, based upon
similarity of duties performed and responsibilities assumed, so that the
same qualifications may reasonably be required for and the same schedule
of pay may be equitably applied to all positions in the same class. After
such classification has been approved by the Board, the Director shall
allocate the position of every employee in the classified service to one of
the classes in the plan. Any employee affected by the allocation of a posi-
tiontoa class, after filing with the Director of Personnel Services a written
request for ‘reconsideration thereof in such manner and form. as the Director
may prescribe, shall be grven a reasonable opportunrty to be heard thereon
by the Dlrector

(2) For a pay plan for all employees in the classified service,
after consultation with the manager the*Board of County Commrssxoners
and other elected officials, and after a public hearing called by the Board
~ atwhichthe public and employees shall be permitted to express thexr views.

' (Amended by Ordinance 57-16 and 58-11.) Such a pay plan shall become

effective only after it has been approved by the mana ger, the Board of
County Commrssmners and other elected offrcrals Amendments to the pay
plan may be made m the same manner Each employee shall be paid at
one of the rates set.forth in the pay plan for the class or position in which
he is employed »
(2) (a) For. veterans preference in accordance with the intent
| ~and requlrements of Chapter 295 F.S. (Amended by Ordinance 57-16)
(3) For open competitive examinations to test the relative _
f1tness of applreants for the respectrve competitive positions. Such exam-
..1nat10ns need not be held until after the rules have been adopted, the
service. classified, and a pay plan established, but shall be held not later
than one year after this act takes effect. Such examinations shall be
announced publicly at least 15 days in advance of the date fixed for
closing the filing of applications therefor, and must be advertised in a
major newspaper of general circulation published in the county. ‘Such
. further notice may be given as the Board may prescribe; provided, how-

ever, that in the event the examination is a promotional examination,
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‘notice by publication shall not be required. Notice of promotional examina- ,
tions shall be posted in conspicuous placés where they may be seen by all
employees in line for the promotion. The Director, however, with the approval

of the Board, may continue to receive applications and examine candidates
long enough to assure a sufficient number of eligibles to meet the needs of
the service; and may add the names of successful candidates to the exist-
ing lists in accordance with their respeétive ratings.

(4) For promotions which shall give appropriate consideration to
the applicants’ qualifications, record of performance, seniority, and conduct.
Vacancies shall be filled by promotion whenever practicable and in the
best interest of the service, and promotion shall be by _compétitive examina-
tion wherever practiéablé..-An advancement inrank or grade or an increase in
~ salary beyond the maximum fixed for the class shall constitute a prometion.

(5): For the establishment of eligible lists for appointment and
promotion, upon which lists shall be placed the names of successful candida-
dates in order of their relative excellence in the respective éxéminations.
The duration of eligible lists for original appointment and pfomot_ions shall
be for not more than one year from date of approval by _the'Bb‘ard unless
exhausted or unless the Board by affirmative action shall extend the life
.' of tbe' list for not more than one additional year.

(6) For the réjection of candidates who fail to comply with
reasonable requirements of the Director in tegafd to such factors as age,
physical condition, training and experience, or who have been guilty of
infamous or disgraceful conduct; who are addicted to alcohol to excess or
to na‘erﬁcs, or who have atfemp'fed any :decveptiovn or fraud in connection
with an me'i(?am’-i‘tiétiﬂo'n," or where in the judgment of the Board there is rea-
‘sonable doubt of the loyalfy of the candidate to the nation.

| (7) For the a-pﬁbiqtment of any person on the _app_tdp_riate
eligible list, except in cases of promotion; in which Iatter cases the rules
shall provide for the appoi-n_tment of a person standing among the highest
four (4) on the appropriate eligible list. o

(8) For periods of probation which may vary, based on the duties
of the various positions but in on event to exceed one year before appoint-
fment or promotion may be made complete, and during which period a pro-
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bationer may, 'witho.lit-charges or hearing, be discharged or reduced in
class or rank, or replaced on the eligible list; provided, however, in case
of a promotional probationer, he shall be returned to the position from
which promoted. The appointing authorrty shall within ten (10) days prior.
to the expiration of an employee s probatronary period notify the Director
in writing whether the services of the employee have been satisfactory
or-vunsat-is‘.fact_ory. If an enteringfemployee’s servlces are unsatisfactory,
‘he shall be dropped from the payroll at-any time prior to the expiration
of the probationary period. If satisfactory, or if the appointing'authority _
shall fail to furnish therequired notice to the Director prior to the expiration of
the probatlonary period, the appomtment shall be deemed permanent. The deter-
mmatlon of the appointing authority shall be final and conclus ive. |
‘ ~(9) For emergency employment for not more than thirty (30)
days with or without examination, and for temporary or seasonal employ-
ment with or without examination, for periods approved by the Board but:
not in excess of six months in any one year, unless approved by the Board.
(10) For provisional employment without competitive examma-
tion where there is no approprlate eligible list available. No such provi-
sional employment shall continue longer than six (6) months, nior shall
successive provisional-appointments be allo:wed ‘except during the first
year after the effective date of the law in order to avmd stoppage of
orderly conduct of the busmess of the county.
(11) 'For transfer from a posmon.ln one departme'nt to a
similar position m an-ot‘her department involving similar qualifications,
duties, responsrbllltles and salary ranges. |
(12) For remstatement within two (2) years, only w1th the ap-
proval of the. Director, of persons who resrgn in good standmg
(13) For keepmg of records of performance of all employees in
the classxfled service, wluch serv1ce records ‘may be considered in coun-
' selmg employees regarding 1mprovement in work performance, in determm-
ing salary increases and decreases prov1ded in the pay plan; as a factor
in promotion tests as a factor in determrnmg the order of lay offs be-
cause of lack of funds or. work, and in remstatement and as a factor in
~demotions, discharges and transfers '
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(14) For lay-offs by reason of lack of funds or work, or aboli- -
tion of a positi.on or material changes‘in duties or organization' and for .
reemployment of employees so laid off, giving cons:deratlon in both lay-
offs and reemployment to performance record and semorlty
(15) For imposition as disciplinary measures of a Suspensxon
from the service without pay. From the imposition of thls penalty the
employee shall not have the right of appeal unless there should be asus-
pension or suspensions totalling more than fifteen calendar days in any
twelve month per'iod. (Amended by Otdinance 58-11) 4
. (16) For discharge or suspension without pay or reduction in
rank of grade after appointment or promotxon is completed only for cause,
after the person to be discharged or reduced has been presented with a
written notice contammg a statement of the spec1f1c reasons for such
_ dlscharge or suspension or reductlon and has been allowed a period of
ten (IO)Workmg days’ time to reply thereto in wrltmg, or, upon request
in wrltlng, to appear personally before the Board and reply to the head of
the department, his chief assistant or his deputy. The statement of reasons
shall be flled as a pubhc record with the Director. |

(17) For estabhshment of a plan for resolvmg employee ,
gnevances and complamts _ R _
| "~ (18) For hours of work, holidays, and attendance regulations
in the various classes of positions in the classified service; for vacation, -
sick and spec1al leaves of absence, with or without pay, or reduced pay

(19) For the development and operation of programs to 1mptove

the work effectxveness and morale of employees in the county service,
including trammg, safety, health, welfare, counselmg, recreation, and
employee relatlons :

(20) For a non-competltlve class w1thm the classified service
which shall consist of all employees requiring peculiar and exceptional
quahfxcatlons of a scientific, managerial, professional or educational
chatacter as may be determmed by the rules.

(21) For the automatic- suspensxon of any person from the county
service 1mmed1ately upon being md1cted by any grand jury or upon havmg

~ any information flled against hxm by any prosecuting offxcxal such suspen-
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sion to continue until any such indictment or information shall have been
d1sposed of by a trial and convrctron or acqurttal of the accused or by any
. dlsmxssal or quashmg of the same. In case any such person shall have
been tried and found gurlty and his conviction is not reversed, he shall
automatically forfeit his position in the chounty service-and shall not there-'
after be eligible to any such service. Thelrules shall provide that in the
event such person 1s tried and acqurtted or the information or indictment
is quashed or drsmrssed the partlcular person may be reinstated in the:
county service only on affirmative action by the Personnel Advisory
Board. Such rules shall provide for the procedure therefor.
(22) For such other rules and admlmstratrve regulatrons
not 1ncon51stant wrth thrs law as may be proper and necessary for 1ts

enforceme nt.

Section 9. Duty to Furnish Facilities

All officers and employees of the county shall allow the Depart-
"ment the reasonable use of publlc buildings under thelr control, and-
furnish heat light and furmture for any examination, heanng or in-
vestigation authorxzed by this law. -

Sectron 10. Duties of County Offrcers and Employees.

All offlcers and employees of the county shall com ply with and aid
in all proper ways in carrying out the prov1srons of this law and the rules,
- regulations and: orders thereunder All officers and employees shall fur-

, nlsh any records or information- Wthh the Director or the Board may re-

.quest for any purpose of thls law. (As amended by Ordlnanoe 57—~ 16)

Sectron 11. Status of Present Employees

Employees holdmg positions defmed as classified service herern
. for one year or more 1mmed1ately prior to January 1 1956, shall be con-
. tmued in, thexr respectlve p081t1ons without further examination, until
 separated from their positions as,provlded by law..

Those holding thei-r. positions less than one year im'media't'ely
prior to January. 1, 1956 shall upon such date without exanunatlon,
begin a probationary perlod of at least sixty (60) days but in no case to
exceed six (6) months, the time to be determined by the department
head. Sald.employees shall receive permanent status at the.end of six
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(6) months unless the department head has indicated to the Director of
Personnel Servicés in writing that their services are unsatisfactory.

: Niothing herein shall preclude the reclassification or reallocation as
provided by this law of any pos1txon held by any such mcumbent

Sectlon 12. Certlflcatlon of Payrolls

(a) No elected official shall make or approve or take any part in
making or approvmg any payment for personal serv1ce to any person
holding a posxtlon in the county cla531f1ed service unless the payroll

bears the certlflcatlon of the Dlrector or his authorized agent that the
| persons named therein have been appomted and employed in accordance
with the provisions of this law and the rules, regulations and order
theteunder. The Director may for proper cause withhold certification from
an entire payroll or from any specific item or items thereon. The Dir-
ector may, however, provide that certification of Apayrblls may be made -
once every six'(6)months,' and such certification shall remain in effect |
except in the case of any officer or emplo\y'ee whose status has. changed
after the last cet-tifica‘tién’of his payrbll. In the latter case no payment of
salary to such '.émplbyé,e shall be made without further certification by
" the Duector _ ' '

(b) Any person appointed or employed in w1llfu1 ‘contravention -
of aﬁ'y' provision of this law or of any rule, regulation or order thereunder
who performs service for which he is not pald may mamtam an action
against the- person or persons who purported so to appomt or employ
him to recover the agreed pay for such servxces, or the reasonable value
thereof, if no pay is agreed upon No officer shall be reimbursed by the
county or out of monies of lus office at any txme for any sum paid to
such petson on account of such services. . _

(c) If the Director wrongfully withholds A'certificatidn of the
pay of an employee, such employee may maintain a -proceeding in the

- courts to compel the Director to certify such payroll.

S_e_ctlon 13. Suspensxon, Dismissal, Reduction’in Grade and

~ Appeals. | - | |

| Any employee may be suspended or reduced in grade by the

" head of his department for any cause which will promote the efficiency
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of the service. The department head shall advise the manager of the
circumstances of anyl such suspension or reduction in grade, and he may
recommend dismissal of the employee. A written statement of the reasons
for the action shall be furnished to every employee suspended, reduced
in grade or dismissed. Except as provided in section 8, subsection 15, he
may appeal the action to the‘Boa-td within 10 working days. The Board’s
advisory findings and rec'om,mendations shall be transmitted to the
manager who fn'ay sustain, reverse or modify the suspension, or reduction’
in grade, or the dismissal. (Amended by Ordinance 57—-_16 and Ordinance
58-11)

Section 14. Records of the County Personnel Department.

The records of the department, except such records as the rules
may properly require to be held co_nfideﬁtial for reasons of public policy,
shall be public records and shall be open to public inspection, subject to
reasonable regulations as to the time and manner Qf inspection which may
be prescribed by the Director.

Segti_on 15, '>'Sve,:_ryices to Pol;iticaI.SubdiviAsions.

~(a) Subject to the approval of the County Commissioners, the
Manager may enter into agreements with any municipality or other political
subdivision of the county to furnish services and facilities’ of the depart-
-ment to such municipality or political subdivision in the administration
of its personnel on merit principles. Any such agreement shall provide for
the reimbursement to .the county of the »réason_able cost of the services and
: facilitieé\fumishqda, as détg‘rmined by the County ‘Comrﬁis’sioners. Each
municipality a:nd.p_oli_tical s}ubdvivisi_,on of the county is hereby auth-
orized to enter into such an agreement. (Améndéd by Ordinance 57-16)
| (b) The Director may cooperate with governmental agencies for
- other jurisdictions charged with pe;S»onn_el administration in conducting
joint tests and establishing joint lists from which eligibles shall be cer-
 tified for appointment Ain accordance with the provisions of this law.

Section 16. A_Oaths, Testimony and the Production of Records.

Each member of the Board shall have the power to administer
oaths. The Director, at the request of any member of the Board or of any
interested party appearing before the Board, may subpoena witnesses

' 52

C e
R ]



and may, with the approval of the manager compel the production of ‘ré'cords,'
books or papers. Should the Director without good cause, refuse to sub-
poena witnesses and/or request the manéget’s approval for compelling
the production of books, records or papers, or should the manager, having
been requested to do so, as provided herein, but without good cause, fail
to compel the production of bobks, records or papers, then and in either
event, any member of the Board or any interested party appearing before
the Board, may, without cost to the petitioner, petition the presiding
Senior Judge of the Metropolitan Court to order the appearance of any
witness or witnesses or order the production of any books, records or
papers necessary to a fair and proper hearing before said Board. Failure
of any witness ordered to appear or failure of any person ordered to pro-
duce books, records or papers may constitute a contempt of court and may
be punishable as may any other contempt df the Metropolitan Court. (As
amended by Ordinance 57-16) '

Section 17. Refusal to Testify.

If any person in the county service shall willfully refuse or fail
to appear before any court or judge, any legislative committee or any -offi-
cer, board or body authorized by law to conduct any hearing or inquiry, or
having appeared shall refuse to testify or answer any question relating -
thereto on the ground that his testimony or answer would tend to incrimin-
ate him, or shall refuse to waive immunity from prosécution on account
of any matter.about which he may be asked to testify at any such hear-
-'ing- or inquiry, or if any such person sha-l'i refuse to answer any questions
‘concerning the particilar branch of the édunty service in which such per-
son is employed, whi¢h may be asked him by the head of his department
or by any other person authorized by the County Commissioners or by
another elected official, as the case méy be, to ask any such question,
he shall forfeit his office or position and shall not be. eligible thereafter
. for appointment to any position in the county service.

Section 18. Political Activities Prohibited.

(a) No person shall be appointed or promoted to, or demoted or
dismissed from, any position in the classified service or in any way fav-
ored or discriminated against with respect to employment in the classified
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service because of his political or religious opinions or affiliations; but
nothing herein shall be construed as precluding the dismissal of any
employee who may be engéged in subversive activities or found disloyal
to the nation.

(b) No person shall seek or attempf to use any political en-
dorsement in connection with any appointment to a position in the
classified service. _ _

(c) No person shall use or promise to use, directly or indirectly,
any official authority or influence, whether possessed or anticipated, to
secure or attempt to secure for q_fxy person an appointment or a_dvantage in
'appointment to a position in the classified service, or an increase in pay
or other advantage in employment in any such p'osition,., for the purpose of
infl'uenéing the vote or politi(:al actibn of aﬁy person, or for any considera- ‘
- tion. | | |
(d) No employee in the cl_'assiﬁéd_'- sérvice or fnember of the
" Board or the Director shall, directly or indirectly, pay or promise to pay
. any'as'sess'men.t, subscription or contribution, or perform any service for
' any political party, or solicit or take any part m soliciting any such
assessment, subscription, contribution or service. No pérson shall solicit
any such assessment, subscription, contribution or service of an employee
classified service. N | |

(e) No employee in the classifiéd service shall be a member
of any national, state or local committee of -a‘po_litical party, or an officer
-Ot'me-mber of a committee of a parﬁsan poiitical club, or a candidate for
nomination or eleétion to any paid public office, or shall take any part
in the ma‘ﬁagement or affairs of any political party 6: in any political cam-
paign, except to exercise his right as a citizen privately to express his
_opinion and to cast his vote.

(f) Any person in thé classified service of the county who
violates any of the foregoing provisions of this section shall forfeit
his office or position, and for one yeér shall be ineligible for any office
or position in‘the c-ounty elas:s-iﬁed service.

Section 19. Unlawful Acts Prohibited.

(a) No person shall make ény false statement, certificate,
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-of subsections (a) or (b) of this section shall, for a period of five (5) years

mark, rating or report with regard to any test, certification or appointment -

1

made under any provision of this law or in any manner commit or attempt

“to commit any fraud preventing the impartial execution of this law and the

rules. _

| (b) No employee of the Department, examiner, or other person,
shall defeat, deceive or obstruct any person in h1s right to examination,
eligibility, certification or appointment under this law, or furnish to any
person any special or secret information for the purpose of affecting the
rights or prospects of any person with respect to employment in the

classified service. (As amended by Ordinance 57—16)

(c)- Any person who is convicted of a vxolatxon of any provision

H

- be ineligible for appointment to or employment in a classified position in

- the county setvice and if he is an employee in the classified county ser-

vice, shall forfeit his employment. (As amended by Ordinance 57—16)

Section 20 Applxcabxhty

This act shall apply only to that part of the county servxce defined

herein as the class1f1ed service.,

Section- 21. Definitions.

- ‘The following terms employed in this Act shall have the following

* meanings unless the context clearly implies a different intent:

““Board’’ shall mean the Personnel Advisory Board.

- ‘““Appointing Authority,’’ subject to the provisions of Section 8.01

of the;.Char-ter - shall mean the county manager for all county employees

..except those of elective officials whose offices are niot affected by the

Charter. (Amended by Ordinance 57-16)

““County Service’’ shall mean employment payment for which is
made in whole or in part by the Board of County Commissioners or by other
elected offxcxals_‘of the county whose em ployees are affected by this Act.

‘“‘Public Office’’ shall mean the County Manager, any person ap-
pointed by the County Manager who serves at his pleasure, and any elected

oificial of the county or any municipality in the county. (Amended by

Ordinance 57-16)

‘““Elected Officials’’ and ‘“‘Elected Officer’’ shall mean an elective
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Publie Official whose employees are affected by this law.

““County Commissioners’’ shall mean the Board of County
Commissioners unless a contrary intent appears.

“Department Head’’ and “Division Head"’ shall mean department
or division heads established by ordinance of the Board of County
Commissioners. (Amended by Ordinance 57-16)

Section 22. Citation of Act.

This Act shall be known as the Larger Countles Civil Service Law..
Section 23 Penalties.

_ _Any person who wilfully violates. any provision of this law shall
be gullty of an offense, triable in the Metropolitan. Court, and shall upon
- . conviction be punished by a fine of not to exceed $1000, or by imprison-
ment in the county jail not to exceed 12 months or both. (Amended by
_ Ordinancd 57—-16)

Section 24. Severability.

If any provision of this law or of any rule, regulation or order
. thereunder or the applicetion of such provision to any person or circum-
stanoes shall be held invalid, the remainder of this law and the applica-
- tion of such provision of this law or of such rule, regulation or order to
persons or circumstances other than those as to which it is held invalid
shall not be affected thereby.

Section 25. Repeal Clause.

(a) All laws or parts of laws in COﬂfllCt herewith, excepting
Chapter 27060 ‘General Laws, 1951, and Chapter 28527, Genetal Laws,
1953, are hereby repealed.

B (b) Chaptet 27060, General Laws, 1951 and Chapter 28527
General Laws, 1953, are hereby repealed
Section 26. Effective Date.
Paragraph (b) of Section 25 of this Act shall take effect December

31, 1955. All the remainder of this Act shall take effect upon becommg a
law.
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