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MAM-DADE COUNTY

Miami-Dade commission delays vote on
proposed charter amendments

The commission had been scheduled to take up charter amendments
recommended by a task force. But commissioners said they felt the process was
rushed and pushed the discussion back to Aug. 23.

BY PATRICIA MAZZE] AND CHARLES RABIN

Related Content PMAZEIEMIAMIHERALD.COM
« Charter review task force holds public hearing Miami-Dade commissioners on Tuesday delayed a
« Mayor proposes hold-the-line budget ¢ planned vote on 16 proposed charter amendments,
« Jackson Health System chair pushes for revisec. S3Ying they felt rushed to decide whether to place
board the questions before voters in November.

+ Task force tentatively votes for change to
Jackson Health System governance

After more than an hour of discussion,
commissioners narrowly agreed to push their vote
back to Aug. 23, which still leaves enough time for

charter measures to be printed on the Nov. & baliot.

“It's really unfair to the citizens of Miami-Dade County that we make rash decisions here to put something
on a baliot,” Commission Chairman Joe Marlinez said.

When commissioners created the task force in March, they agreed to put any proposal supported by
two-thirds of the task force members directly on the ballot.

Four of the task force's 16 recommendations met that threshold: removing almost all commission input into
the creation of new cities; raising commissioners’ salaries to the county's median income beginning in
2016; restricting commissioners’ outside business employment; and transferring some of the mayor's
procurement powers to the clerk of the courts in instances where the mayor has a conflict of interest.

But commissioners were not legally bound to accept even those proposals — and on Tuesday, they made
clear that they consider some of the recommendations flawed and in need of revisions.

“At the end of the day, the buck stops with us,” said Commissioner Lynda Bell, one of several
commissioners who had filed amendments to the charter proposals. “There are some very damaging items
here.”

Other commissioners, however, said the commission should not back away fromils pledge to approve
questions with strong task-force support.

“| don't think it serves us well now to start poking holes into all the recommendations,” Commissioner
Esteban Bovo said. “It just lends itself to the same argument of the past — that the commission either
stonewalled it, rejected it, tried to block it.”

Commissioners voted 7-6 to delay the vote. Martinez, Bell and commissioners Jose ‘Pepe” Diaz, Audrey
Edmonson, Dennis Moss, Javier Souto and Xavier Suarez voted in favor of the delay; Bovo and
commissioners Bruno Barreiro, Sally Heyman, Barbara Jordan, Jean Monestime and Rebeca Sosa voted
against.

They will set a special meeting for Aug. 23 to discuss all 16 recommendations, including those that did not
receive approval from 14 of the 20 task force members. Those questions range from eliminating the
requirement to notarize petition forms but requiring that recall petitions specify a reason for the recall, to
restricting the mayor's authority to veto decisions resolving collective bargaining impasses.

The task force ended up rejecting several proposals to change the governance of the Jackson Health
System.
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An amendment imiting commissioners to two-four year terms is already on the November ballot.

The chairman of the task force, state Sen. Rene Garcia, Is still slated to appear before commissioners at
2 p.m. Tuesday to present the task force’s report.

In other business, commissioners did agree to place a non-binding question on the Nov. 6 ballot asking
residents to pay more in property taxes to create a Pets’ Trust. The trust would fund programs designed to
reduce pet population and abandonment.

Later on Tuesday, commissioners are scheduled to set the property-tax rate for the coming fiscal year.

Mayor Carlos Gimenez, in his 2012-13 budget proposal unveiled last week, proposed lowering the tax rate
by 2 percent, to $9.55 for every $1,000 of taxable property. Property values have gone up by nearly 2
percent, according to the county appraiser.

Under Gimenez's proposal, a homeowner with a property valued at $300,000, with a $50,000 homestead
exemption, would pay $2,287.50 in taxes 10 the county — $47.40 less than last year, if the property value
remains the same as the year before. Some homeowners whose property values increased may see a
rise on their property-tax bill.

Commissioners will decide Tuesday whether to set GimeneZ rate, or some other rate, as a ceiling. They
will be able to lower but not raise that rate when they vote on the budget after two public hearings in
September.
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Miami-Dade commissioners to set property-tax rate, vote
on proposed charter ballot questions

By Patricia Mazzei and Charles Rabin
pmazzei@MiamiHerald.com

Miami-Dade commissioners will make key decisions when they meet on Tuesday to set the
property-tax rate for the next fiscal year and choose charter amendments to go on the
November election ballot.

Mayor Carlos Gimenez, in his 2012-13 budget proposal unveiled last week, proposed
lowering the tax rate by 2 percent, to $9.55 of every $1,000 of taxable property. Property
values have gone up by nearly 2 percent, according to the county appraiser.

Under Gimenez's proposal, a homeowner with a property worth $300,000 and a $50,000
homestead exemption would pay $2,287.50 in taxes to the county — $47.40 less than last
year.

Commissioners will decide Tuesday whether to set Gimenez' rate, or some other rate, as a
ceiling. They will be able to lower but not raise that rate when they vote on the budget
after two public hearings in September.

The bulk of the meeting, however, is expected to be devoted to the recommendations
proposed earlier this month by a charter review task force. When commissioners created
the task force in March, they agreed to put any proposal supported by two-thirds of its
members directly on the Nov. 6 ballot.

Four of the task force’s 16 recommendations meet that threshold: removing almost all
commission input into the creation of new cities; raising commissioners’ salaries to the
county’s median income beginning in 2016; restricting commissioners’ outside business
employment; and transferring some of the mayor’s procurement powers to the clerk of the
courts in instances where the mayor has a conflict of interest.

The other recommendations, which did not receive approval from 14 of the 20 task force
members, range from eliminating the requirement to notarize petition forms but requiring
that recall petitions specify a reason for the recall, to restricting the mayor’s authority to
veto decisions resolving collective bargaining impasses.

The task force ended up rejecting several proposals to set the governance of the Jackson
Health System. But state Sen. Rene Garcia, a Hialeah Republican and the task force’s
chairman, has said he might still ask commissioners to consider doing something about
Jackson. The health system’s board chairman, Marcos Lapciuc, has also said he will push
for a revised governing structure to replace the existing Financial Recovery Board.
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In other business Tuesday, commissioners are scheduled to vote on whether to place a
non-binding question on the Nov. 6 ballot asking residents to pay more in property taxes to
create a Pets’ Trust. The trust would fund programs designed to reduce pet population
and abandonment.
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