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Why BRT? 



Train	  and	  light	  rail	  icons	  by	  Jamison	  Wieser	  for	  the	  Noun	  Projects	  
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Train	  icon	  by	  Toby	  Fitch	  and	  light	  rail	  icon	  by	  Hannah	  Strobel	  for	  the	  Noun	  Projects	  
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Metrobus (Line 4): Historic City Center, Downtown Mexico City 



Direct	  services	  
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transfer	  sta6ons	  



This is NOT 
Bus Rapid Transit… 



RapidRide: Seattle, Washington 



Select Bus Service: New York, New York 



Silver Line: Boston, Massachussetts 



The BRT Standard 
www.brtstandard.org 



Elements of  
Gold Standard BRT 



Dedicated Right-of-Way 
Median Alignment 



Transmilenio: Bogota, Colombia 



Quito, Ecuador 



Las Vegas, Nevada: Strip-Downtown Express (SDX) 



Transmilenio: Bogota, Colombia 



Off-board Fare Collection 



Metrobus: Mexico D.F., Mexico 



Platform-level Boarding 



Curitiba, Brazil 



Curitiba, Brazil 



(Photo	  courtesy	  of	  Richard	  Weiner	  of	  Nelson\Nygaard	  EMX: Eugene, Oregon 



High Quality Stations 



Belo Horizonte, Brazil 



Rea Vaya: Johannesburg, South Africa 



Metroplús: Medellin, Colombia 



Passenger Information 
Systems 



Photo:	  Mariana	  Gil/EMBARQ	  Brasil	  

Curitiba, Brazil – birthplace of BRT 
Ahmedabad, India 



Buses with wide doors 



Transmilenio: Bogota, Colombia 



Shared Infrastructure 



MyCiTi: Cape Town, South Africa 



Orange Line: Los Angeles, California 



Service Planning 



Direct	  services	  

Direct	  Services	  

Terminals	  

Trunk-‐feeder	  services	  

Intermediate	  
transfer	  sta6ons	  



Bogota, Colombia: TransMilenio 



Dedicated lanes 
in the most congested areas 



Transmilenio: Bogota, Colombia 



A few more thoughts 



Curb-side alignment  
doesn’t work 



>  Parked vehicles block the 
bus lane 



>  Turning movements 
reduce bus speeds 



Two most important criteria 
that drive the  

most successful BRTs… 



Ridership 

Put it where you have  
the largest number of  

current bus riders 





Bus Speeds 

Put it in the routes  
most affected by congestion 





Or you get… 
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