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County Manager,

Subject: Ordinance arﬁending Sections 32-78 of the Miami-Dade County Code allowing the
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department to require properties with water mains in
the rear of the property to connect to a single water main in front of the property

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve the attached ordinance
amending Sections 32-78 of the Miami-Dade County Code. This amendment will allow the Miami-
Dade Water and Sewer Department (WASD) to require properties with water mains in the rear of the
property to connect to a water main in front of the property. The 20-Year Water Use Permit issued to
the County by the South Florida Water Management District on November 15, 2007 identifies
reduction in water losses as a major component of the permit requirements. The elimination of dual
water main systems is an important goal in the County’s water conservation effort as leaks in dual
main systems represent approximately 4.2 million gallons per day and $460,000 in water production

costs per year.

SCOPE OF AGENDA ITEM
This scope of this agenda item is countywide, however, there are no dual main feed systems in the
central west portion of the County, specifically in Districts 11 and 12 as these areas were developed

more recently (within the past 20 years).

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE '

The fiscal impact to the County will be approximately $33,296,000 over a period of seven to 10
years at no additional direct cost to residents (16,648 properties times $2,000 per property to
disconnect one dual main system). The funding source is all available capital funds including
WASD'’s water bond proceeds, Fire Hydrant Funds and RenewaI/Replacement Funds subject to the
Board’s adoption of the County’s annual budget.

TRACK RECORD/MONITOR
WASD'’s Assistant Director for Water System Operations will monitor the project.

BACKGROUND

There are approximately 16,648 dual water main systems installed in properties throughout the
County. These systems are made up of 1-inch to 3-inch water pipes that are more than 40-years
old and are affected by corrosion, deteriorated joints, inadequate hydraulic capacity and internal
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and external corrosion. These conditions lead to poor water quality, inadequate flow capacity, and
water loss or loss of pressure. These systems are installed in the rear of properties and are
redundant as access to the public water supply is also available through the public right-of-way in
the front of these properties.

The water mains installed in the front of these properties were installed with a threefold objective:
1) to provide fire protection, 2) to retire the older dual water main system in the rear of the property
to minimize water losses in the water distribution system, and 3) to provide accessibility to the
meter readers without having to enter private property.

Disconnecting the water mains in the rear of properties will generate savings in WASD’s operational
costs by reducing the number of customer water quality and low pressure customer complaints
generated by these old dual main systems. In addition, there will be a reduction in maintenance
costs which are currently higher for water mains in the rear of properties because the mains are
older and smaller, making it more difficult to detect and locate the leaks compared to those installed
in front of the properties.

Maintenance costs for installed meters in the rear of properties represent 10 percent of all of County
installed meters. Although in FY 2006-07, they accounted for 33 percent of all meter related
maintenance costs.

ul

“Assistant CE(S’unty Manager




MEMORANDUM

(Revised)

TO: Honorable Chairman Bruno A. Barreiro DATE: December 2, 2008
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R.A.C evas,?rj SUBJECT: Agenda Item No. 7(1)
County Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“4—Day Rule” (“3-Day Rule” for committees) applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required

Statement of fiscal impact required

Bid waiver requiring County Manager’s written recommendation

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Manager’s
report for public hearing

Housekeeping item (no policy decision required)

No committee review -~
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ORDINANCE NO. 08-140

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 32-78 OF THE CODE OF
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA; RELATING TO WATER
CONNECTIONS; PERMITTING THE MIAMI-DADE WATER
AND SEWER DEPARTMENT TO REQUIRE THAT A
PREMISES WHICH CAN DERIVE WATER SERVICE FROM
TWO OR MORE WATER MAINS CONNECT TO A WATER
MAIN IN FRONT OF THE PREMISES; REQUIRING
PAYMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT IF IT REQUIRES A
PREMISES CONNECTED TO A WATER MAIN IN REAR OF
THE PREMISES TO BE CONNECTED TO A WATER MAIN IN
FRONT OF THE PREMISES; PROVIDING FOR
TERMINATION OF WATER SERVICE; PROVIDING
SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN THE CODE AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. Section 32-78 of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida, is hereby
amended to read as follows:'

Sec. 32-78  Connection to public water supply and public sewer disposal in abutting

streets and easements required.

! Words stricken through and/or [[double bracketed]] shall be deleted. Words underscored
and/or >>double arrowed<< constitute the amendment proposed. Remaining provisions are now
in effect and remain unchanged.
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>>(a)<< All premises used or intended for human habitation or occupancy including, but
not limited to, establishments to be used for household, domestic, food processing, food
handling, restaurant, dairy or bottling processors, public buildings and places of assembly or
other establishments where a water supply is or may be used for human consumption or where
human wastes may be disposed of, and which abuts a water main owned by a water utility, or a
sewage main owned by a sewage utility, shall be connected to the said water and/or sewer main
in such manner as to meet the requirements of the South Florida Building Code and the Miami-
Dade County Public Works Manual. A water or sewer main shall be deemed to abut a building
or premises if it is located in street or easement adjoining the land which the building is located

and if it traverses one (1) full dimension of the building.

>>(b) Where a premises is abutted by two water mains, either one of which the premises

can validly be connected to in compliance with the South Florida Building Code and the Miami-

Dade County Public Works Manual, and the premises is currently connected to the water main

located in the rear of the premises., the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department may require

such premises to connect to a water main owned by the Department which abuts the front of the

property and to which such premises may validly be connected. at no cost to the property owner.

The Department shall be responsible for all costs of disconnection of the water main abutting the

rear of the premises and connection to the water main abutting the front of the premises. An

owner of a premises who has previously paid a water connection fee to the Department shall not

be required to pay an additional water connection fee if the premises was connected to a different

water main pursuant to this Section.

/
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(c) Should the owner of a premises currently connected to a water main refuse to allow

the Department to disconnect the premises from the water main abutting the rear of the premises

and to connect the premises to the water main abutting the front of the premises in accordance

with Section 32-78(b). the Department shall have the right to terminate water service to such

premises, and shall incur no liability therefore.

(d) The department shall use certified plumbing contractors to disconnect the premises

from the rear water main and to connect the premises to the front water main as provided in

Section 32-78(b).<<

Section 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of this ordinance is

held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected by such invalidity.

Section 3. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners, and it is hereby
ordained that the provisions of this ordinance, including any Sunset provision, shall become and
be made a part of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida. The Sections of the ordinance may
be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention and the word "ordinance" may be

changed to "section", "article" or other appropriate word.
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Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of enactment
unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an override by this

Board.

PASSED AND ADOPTED: December 2, 2008

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency:

Prepared by:

Henry N. Gillman



