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Bills of Interest Filed This Week 
Below, please find a list of bills filed this week of interest to Miami-Dade County: 

•         HB 997, Dangerous Dogs, Rep. Trujillo: Deletes exemption from prohibition 
on local breed specific regulations of dangerous dogs for such regulations 
adopted before specified date. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0997 

•         HB 999, Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems, Reps. 
Dorworth/Coley: Deletes legislative intent; defines "bedroom"; provides for any 
permit issued & approved by DOH for installation, modification, or repair of 
system to transfer with title of property; provides circumstances in which system 
is not considered abandoned; provides for validity of system permit if rules 
change before final approval of constructed system; provides that system 
modification, replacement, or upgrade is not required unless bedroom is added to 
single-family home; deletes provisions requiring system evaluation & assessment 
program; authorizes counties & municipalities to adopt system evaluation & 
assessment program; provides criteria, procedures, & requirements for system 
evaluation & assessment program; defines "system failure"; provides 
requirements for county health departments; requires DEP to provide certain 
information, guidance, & assistance; prohibits adoption of certain rules by DOH; 
repeals grant program for repair of systems; lowers fees imposed for certain 
permits. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0999 

•         HJR 1003, Tangible Personal Property Tax Exemptions, Rep. Eisnaugle: 
Proposes amendment of s. 3, Art. VII & creation of s. 32, Art. XII of State 
Constitution to remove $25,000 cap on amount of ad valorem tax exemption 
authorized for tangible personal property & allow Legislature by general law to 
specify amount of exemption, apply amendment to assessments for tax years 
beginning January 1, 2013, & provide effective dates. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1003 

•         HB 1017, Electronic Filing of Court and Other Legal Documents, Rep. 
Artiles: Requires that litigant in courts of this state, DOAH, or Office of Judges of 
Compensation Claims pay specified surcharge in addition to any other cost 
incurred for filing court & other legal documents by means of paper documents 
instead of electronically filing documents; provides exception for indigents. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1017 

•         HB 1037, Coordination Between Schools and Local Governments, Rep. 
Broxson: Authorizes Board of Trustees of Florida School for the Deaf and the 
Blind to exercise power of eminent domain; requires board of trustees to provide 
student housing in compliance with specified law; revises & deletes requirements 
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for interlocal agreement between district school board & local governments to 
conform to related requirements in s. 163.31777, F.S.; deletes requirements 
relating to Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind & local government 
submission of interlocal agreement; provides for vesting of school facilities & 
compliance with specified law. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1037 

•         HB 1039, Relief/James Feurtado/Miami-Dade County, Rep. Steube: Provides 
for relief of James D. Feurtado, III, by Miami-Dade County; provides for 
appropriation to compensate him for injuries sustained as result of negligence of 
employee of Miami-Dade County; provides limitation on payment of fees & costs. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1039 

•         HB 1063, Local Business Taxes, Rep. O’Toole: Repeals ch. 205, F.S., "Local 
Business Tax Act"; authorizes continuation of local business taxation, 
notwithstanding repeal, to extent necessary to meet specified debt obligations 
secured by local business tax revenues; requires certain excess amounts of 
revenue collected from continuation of local business taxation to be refunded to 
taxpayers on pro rata basis. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1063  

•         SB 1244, Water and Wastewater Utilities, Sen. Hays: Prohibiting the Public 
Service Commission from approving tiered rates that are based upon 
consumption by the customer; limiting the amount that certain utilities may 
recover as rate case expense to 50 percent of the total amount; requiring that 
systems be designed and operated to meet certain standards; limiting the 
application of the standards to water and wastewater utilities that have $1 million 
or more of annual operating revenues; providing for the continuation of service if 
a utility’s certificate of authority is revoked or suspended; creating the Study 
Committee on Investor-Owned Water and Wastewater Utility Systems, etc. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1244 

•         SB 1256, Administration of Property Taxes, Senate Budget Subcommittee 
on Finance and Tax: Revising the definitions of the terms "assessed value of 
property" and "complete submission of the rolls"; providing that a taxpayer has a 
right to have a hearing before the value adjustment board rescheduled if the 
hearing is not commenced within a certain period after the scheduled time; 
deleting provisions requiring that the tax collector report amounts of deferred tax 
liability to the Department of Revenue; requiring that ad valorem tax exemptions 
be applied in the order that results in the lowest taxable value of a homestead; 
authorizing an applicant for an ad valorem tax exemption for a disabled veteran 
or for a surviving spouse to apply for the exemption before receiving certain 
documentation from the Federal Government. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1256 

Gaming Update 
Below, please find an update on destination gaming: 

•         OIA participated this week in an event organized by the Beacon Council entitled 
“Gambling on Miami”.  The day included several panels from various 
stakeholders, both in favor and in opposition of destination gaming.  Chairman 
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Joe Martinez, and Commissioners Rebeca Sosa and Audrey Edmonson, joined 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez on one of the afternoon panels that discussed the 
proposed legislation’s effect on local government.  Former U.S. Senator and 
Florida Governor Bob Graham provided the keynote speech. 

•         Senator John Thrasher, chair of the Senate Rules Committee, told an editorial 
board in his Northeast Florida district this week that he would do everything in his 
power to kill the destination gaming bill.  The Rules Committee is the final 
committee of reference in the Senate for Senator Ellyn Bogdanoff’s bill.  Senator 
Thrasher would prefer to limit Internet cafes, as opposed to a statewide 
expansion of gambling. 

•         House Speaker Dean Cannon also met with an editorial board in his district this 
week, and said that legislators should focus first on passing a bill that would 
close loopholes in the state’s existing gambling laws before considering bringing 
destination resort casinos to the state.  He rated that odds of the bill passing as 
“an uphill battle” and a “long shot”. 

•         The Senate Regulated Industries Committee released a report this week 
showing that legislators need to make a decision to either ban or regulate 
Internet sweepstakes cafes, commonly known as “maquinitas” locally.  The 
report shows that confusion in the law has led to uneven enforcement across the 
state.  Some counties arrest operators and shut them down, while others have 
chosen to regulate them and impose large fees and taxes. 

•         The Florida Sheriffs Association announced formal opposition today to the 
destination casino legislation referenced above.  

Medicaid Waiver 
The federal government approved a long sought after Medicaid waiver this week, 
applicable only to a five county pilot program that has been in place since Governor Jeb 
Bush pushed for the reforms.  This pilot program was the framework for the large 
Medicaid reform that passed last session. 

Governor Rick Scott said the federal government’s decision to approve the waiver 
“illustrates the federal government’s recognition of the great successes we’ve 
experienced.  Because of these successes, I look forward to implementing Medicaid 
reform statewide and allowing all of Florida’s Medicaid recipients to receive more 
efficient, higher quality care.” 

The state has spent 18 months negotiating the waiver, and in the process had to seek 
temporary extensions of the pilot program.  Two of the sticking points during 
negotiations with the federal government were the low income pool (LIP) and the 
medical loss ratios for managed care organizations that participate in Medicaid. 

PIP 
A working group that was put together by the state’s insurance consumer advocate to 
address the rising costs of personal injury protection (PIP) released its final report to the 



Legislature this week.  While the report does not make policy recommendations, it 
focuses on the rising costs of coverage and notes that the top five insurers in Florida 
have raised PIP rates by between 35 and 72 percent since 2009. 

The report can be found at: 
http://www.myfloridacfo.com/ica/docs/PIP%20Working%20Group%20Report%2012.14.
2011.pdf 

Associated Industries of Florida 
The Associated Industries of Florida (AIF) chose Congressman and state House 
Speaker Tom Feeney as its new President and CEO this week.  AIF serves as one of 
the preeminent business lobbies in the state, and, of interest to Miami-Dade County, 
has put its muscle behind the effort to bring destination casino resorts to South Florida, 
in direct opposition to the Florida Chamber of Commerce, another major business 
lobby. 

Speaker Feeney replaces Barney Bishop, who stepped down earlier this year and has 
since opened his own firm in Tallahassee.  He served as Speaker of the House from 
2000-2002, and was subsequently elected to Congress until 2008.   
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