
 

 

Tallahassee Weekly Report 
December 5-9, 2011 
 

Interim Committee Meetings 
 
The Florida Legislature met this week in Tallahassee for its final set of interim 
committee meetings in preparation for the start of the 2012 legislative session, which 
begins in January.  Below, please find a sampling of items of interest to Miami-Dade 
County that were taken up this week: 

• Senate Regulated Industries held its second workshop on destination resorts and 
gaming.  This will be discussed at length below. 

• Governor Rick Scott unveiled his proposed budget for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.  
This, also, will be discussed at length below. 

• Senate Community Affairs Committee passed three bills of interest to Miami-
Dade County: SB 488 by Sen. Rich related to Animal Control or Cruelty 
Ordinances (http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0488), SB 538 by Sen. 
Bogdanoff related to Preference to Florida Businesses in Procurement of 
Personal Property and Services 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0538), and SB 600 by Sen. Bennett 
related to Electronic Filing of Construction Plans 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0600). 

• House Finance and Tax Committee passed HB 55 by Rep. Nunez related to 
Homestead Assessment Limitations/Senior Citizens 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0055). 

• House Agriculture and Natural Resources Subcommittee passed HB 503 by Rep. 
Patronis related to Environmental Regulation 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0503). 

• House Business and Consumer Affairs Subcommittee temporary postponed HB 
22 by Rep. Gaetz related to Ticket Sales 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0225), due to stakeholder questions 
over price gouging.  The subcommittee also took up BCA1 related to Regional 
Workforce Boards, which will now be filed as a bill. 

• House Health and Human Services Access Subcommittee passed HB 99 by 
Rep. Fresen related to Sexual Exploitation 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0099).  This issue appears in the 
county’s 2012 State Legislative Agenda as a critical priority, as per a BCC 
approved resolution sponsored by Commissioner Diaz. 

• House Civil Justice Subcommittee passed HB 609 by Rep. Goodson related to 
Wage Protection for Employees 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0609). 

• Senate Children, Families and Elder Affairs Subcommittee passed SB 202 by 
Rep. Flores related to Sexual Exploitation 
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(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0202).  This bill is the companion to 
HB 99, which is referenced above. 

• House State Affairs Committee passed HB 349 by Rep. Lopez-Cantera related to 
the Miami-Dade County Home Rule Charter 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0349) and HB 377 by Rep. Nunez 
related to Miami-Dade County Lake Belt Mitigation Plan 
(http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0377). 

• Senate Budget Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic 
Development Appropriations passed SB 226 by Sen. Margolis related to 
Disabled Parking Permits (http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0226). 

Bills of Interest Filed This Week 
Below, please find a list of bills of interest to Miami-Dade County filed this week for 
consideration during the upcoming legislative session: 

• HB 875, Pretrial Intervention Programs, Rep. Trujillo - Revises criteria for 
eligibility for admission to programs; specifies requirements for finding of 
indigence & amenability to treatment; requires certain defendants to provide liens 
to secure costs of supervision. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0875 
(This issue is listed as a critical priority in the 2012 State Legislative Agenda.) 

• HB 885, Transactions by Secondhand Dealers and Secondary Metals 
Recyclers, Rep. Ford - Revises & provides definitions; revises requirements for 
types of information that secondary metals recyclers must obtain & maintain 
regarding purchase transactions; revises period required for secondary metals 
recyclers to maintain certain information regarding purchase transactions 
involving regulated metals property; limits liability of secondary metals recyclers 
for conversion of motor vehicles to scrap metal; revises requirements for 
payments made by secondary metals recyclers to sellers of regulated metals 
property; provides methods of payment for restricted regulated metals property; 
requires that purchases of certain property be made by check or by electronic 
payment; provides procedures; prohibits secondary metals recyclers from 
purchasing regulated metals property, restricted regulated metals property, or 
ferrous metals during specified times or from certain locations; prohibits purchase 
of specified restricted regulated metals property without obtaining certain proof of 
seller's ownership & authorization to sell property; preempts to state regulation of 
secondary metals recyclers & purchase transactions involving regulated metals 
property; exempts county & municipal ordinances & regulations enacted before 
March 1, 2012, from preemption. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0885 

• HB 895, Sale or Lease of a County, District or Municipal Hospital, Rep. 
Patronis - Provides for sale or lease of county, district, or municipal hospital is 
subject to approval by CFO or registered voters; requires hospital governing 
board to determine by certain public advertisements whether there are qualified 
purchasers or lessees before sale or lease of such hospital; requires board to 
state in writing specified criteria forming basis of its acceptance of proposal for 
sale or lease of hospital; requires board to pay costs associated with petition for 
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approval unless party contests action; provides for deposit, appropriation, & use 
of proceeds from sale or lease; authorizes special hospital or other health care 
taxing district to tax or appropriate funds to county economic development trust 
fund in order to promote economic growth in such district & county. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0895 

• HB 919, Disabled Parking Permits, Rep. Garcia - Requires disabled parking 
permit placard to display person's image. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0919 

• HB 979, Developments of Regional Impact, Rep. Diaz - Requires 
comprehensive plan amendments proposing certain development to follow state 
coordinated review process; limits scope of certain recommendations & 
comments by reviewing agencies regarding proposed development; revises 
provisions relating to regional planning agency reports; provides that specified 
changes to development orders are not substantial deviations; provides 
exemption from development-of-regional-impact review for certain proposed 
development; provides conditions under which certain local governments are 
required to rescind development-of-regional-impact development orders. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0979 

• HB 989, Domestic Wastewater Discharged Through Ocean Outfalls, Rep. 
Gonzalez - Postpones dates by which domestic wastewater facilities must meet 
more stringent treatment & management requirements; provides that utilities 
sharing common ocean outfall are individually responsible for meeting reuse 
requirements & are authorized to enter into binding agreements to share or 
transfer responsibility for meeting such requirements; revises provisions 
authorizing backup discharge of domestic wastewater through ocean outfalls; 
requires Department of Environmental Protection, South Florida Water 
Management District, & affected utilities to consider certain information for 
purposes of adjusting reuse requirements. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/0989 

• SB 1180, Developments of Regional Impacts, Sen. Bennett - Requiring that 
plan amendments proposing a development that is exempt from review as a 
development of regional impact follow the state coordinated review process; 
requiring that reviewing agencies make only recommendations and comments 
regarding a proposed development which are consistent with statutes, rules, or 
adopted local ordinances that are applicable to all developments in the 
jurisdiction where the proposed development is located; providing legislative 
intent regarding the issues that may be considered during the development-of-
regional-impact review process; requiring that a local government having 
jurisdiction rescind a development-of-regional-impact development order, upon 
request, and upon a showing that all required mitigation related to the amount of 
development that existed on the date of rescission will be completed under a 
permit or other authorization issued by a governmental agency. 
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2012/1180 (This bill has not been linked, as 
of yet, to the other DRI bill listed above.) 

Destination Gaming 
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As mentioned above, this week the Senate Regulated Industries Committee held its 
second, and final, workshop on destination gaming.  The message from senators on the 
committee is that there is still a lot of work to do on this bill before any vote is taken, or 
much less, be heard on the Senate floor.   

Committee chair Dennis Jones has an interest in allowing for a resort in the Tampa Bay 
area, while the bill, as drafted, as limited to Miami-Dade and Broward.  Senator Maria 
Sachs, from Palm Beach County, is interested in parity for pari-mutuels  The bill 
currently states that resort casinos would be taxed at 10 percent, with the tax rate for 
slot machines in pari-mutuels staying at 35 percent.   

Senator John Thrasher seemed to be against the bill, as a whole. He wants the 
legislature to address loopholes in the law that allowed two pari-mutuels to add horse 
barrel racing and summer jai-alai before they take on casino resorts.  He is also 
interested in a ban on internet sweepstakes cafes, but feels that can be accomplished in 
a separate bill without the need to take up destination resorts. 

Senator Ellyn Bogdanoff says she will present a strike-all amendment with changes 
when session begins, including an increase on the license fee for the casino resorts 
from $50 million to $125 million. 

Also this week, with regards to destination gaming:  

• Three members of the state’s Cabinet, Attorney General Pam Bondi, CFO Jeff 
Atwater, and Agriculture Secretary Adam Putnam, publicly opposed the 
legislation.  The remaining Cabinet member, Governor Rick Scott, has not taken 
a public position, but has stated that he doest not want any part of the state’s 
budget to be tied to gambling, and wants requirements for local communities to 
approve any new gaming. 

• OIA attended a town-hall meeting hosted by the Greater Miami Chamber of 
Commerce on destination gaming.  The forum was moderated by Michael Putney 
from Channel 10, and included former Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart 
speaking in favor of destination resorts and former County Commissioner Katy 
Sorenson speaking out in opposition.  Congressman Diaz-Balart has been 
contracted by Genting to lobby on their behalf.  Reports indicate that the 
Chamber is close to holding a vote on whether to support or oppose destination 
gaming. 

Governor’s Proposed Budget 
Governor Rick Scott unveiled his proposed 2012-2013 state budget this week.  The 
budget cuts from nearly all areas in an effort to increase education spending by $1 
billion.  The budget cuts $2.9 billion and 4,500 positions in state government, and 
boosts spending per K-12 student by $142 to $6,372.  The largest cut comes from 
savings of $1.8 billion by flattening Medicaid reimbursements for hospitals.  Other 
highlights of the budget are as follows: 



 

 

• The Medicaid savings mentioned above would come by lowering reimbursement 
rates for hospitals.  Any plans would need to be approved by the federal 
government.  Because South Florida hospitals are reimbursed at higher rates, 
the flattening of the rebates would have a larger effect on them than others 
across the state.  The Safety Net Hospital Alliance released an analysis on how 
they think the Governor’s proposal would impact individual hospitals.  With 
regards to those in South Florida, the reductions would be as follows: Jackson at 
$133.5 million, Miami Children’s Hospital at $23 million and Mount Sinai at 
$569,000. 

• Transportation spending would be cut by over $1 billion, including a reduction to 
the transportation work program, driven in part by declining fuel tax revenue. 

• Everglades restoration funding would be increased by $10 million over the 
previous year. 

• The corporate tax exemption would be doubled to $50,000 to produce about $34 
million of tax relief, along with a broadening of the eligibility for the manufacturing 
sales tax exemption. 

• Of the 4,500 jobs that would be eliminated, 1,700 are currently vacant.  Over 
2,000 of them fall in the Department of Corrections, where the Governor 
proposes privatizing three-reentry and six work-release facilities, as well as 
closing prisons to optimize capacity in the state’s correctional system. 

• All state employees would pay the same for health coverage, so that all 
employees would pay the same $50 monthly premiums for individuals and $180 
per month for families. 

• Sweep $147.3 million from trust funds into general revenue, including $33 million 
from the Insurance Regulatory Trust Fund and $70.7 million from the Local 
Government Housing Trust Fund. 

More information on the Governor’s proposed budget can be found at 
http://letsgettowork.state.fl.us/. 

Haiti Reconstruction Forum 
OIA, along with Mayor Carlos Gimenez, Vice-Chair Audrey Edmonson, Commissioner 
Jean Monestime, and representatives from various other county departments, 
participated this week in the Haiti Reconstruction Forum, hosted by the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), Enterprise Florida, and Miami-Dade County. 

The program included an overview of IDB’s activities in Haiti, USAID and State 
Department projects in Haiti, a panel on private sector business and investment 
opportunities, and a procurement workshop. 

More information can be found at: 
http://www.eflorida.com/download/Haiti_%20Forum_%202011_Expanded_%20Agenda.
pdf. 

Internet Sales Tax 
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The Senate Finance and Tax Committee will unveil a proposal next month to implement 
a sales tax on internet purchases.  Committee chair Ellyn Bogdanoff says the committee 
will make any tax increase revenue neutral via an overall drop in property or sales taxes 
or by setting aside four sales tax holiday weekends each year. 

The Florida Chamber of Commerce, Associated Industries of Florida and Florida Retail 
Federation are supportive of a new internet sales tax, while large online retailers, such 
as Amazon, favor federal legislation on this issue. 

While Sen. Bogdanoff says the House favors cuts to offset any new internet sales tax, 
she favors the addition of general sales tax holidays since that’s where the burden of 
the new tax would fall. 

Water Quality 
The state’s Environmental Regulation Commission approved new water quality rules 
this week that are intended to replace the federal standards that are currently opposed 
by utilities and industry groups.  These rules must now attain legislative approval.  The 
legislature passed a bill in 2010 requiring any state rules costing over $1 million to 
receive legislative approval.  If approved, the new rules must be sent to the United 
Sates Environmental Protection Agency for approval. 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection says these new rules are necessary in 
order to reduce nitrogen and phosphorus in waterways.  The rules would specify 
numeric limits to replace an existing rule which environmentalists say is vague and 
difficult to enforce.  A consultant hired by utilities and industry groups said the costs of 
complying with federal rules could exceed $4 billion. 

 


