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Haridopolos Drops Out of U.S. Senate Race 
 
Senate President Mike Haridopolos dropped out of the 2012 U.S. Senate race this 
week.  Haridopolos stated in his comments that the campaign was in conflict with his job 
as Senate President and felt the proper thing to do was focus on his legislative work. 
 
The recent departure of several campaign staffers had begun to fuel speculation that 
Haridopolos would be dropping out.  Haridopolos had raised a significant amount of 
money, nearly $3 million to date. 
 
Haridopolos’ departure leaves four major contenders for the seat, former U.S. Senator 
George Lemieux, former state House Majority Leader Adam Hasner, retired Colonel 
Mike McAlister, and Craig Miller, former CEO of Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse.   
 
Several names have been rumored to be considering joining the race with this week’s 
news, including Congressman Connie Mack, who had endorsed Haridopolos after 
deciding not to enter the race himself from the outset and former state House Speaker 
Allan Bense, who said he’s received calls from several party leaders urging him to enter 
the race. 
 

Prison Privatization 
 
The Florida Police Benevolent Association filed a lawsuit in Leon County this week 
asking a judge to block a plan approved last session to privatize prisons across South 
Florida.   
 
This past session, the Legislature included in the budget the privatization of prisons 
across 18 counties from Manatee to Monroe, save for two prisons in Glades and Hendry 
counties.  The Department of Corrections was given the authority to either hand over 
management of all the prisons to one company or pick individual vendors for each 
prison.  The department has until January 2012 to proceed with the plan. 
 
The PBA’s lawsuit claims that the plan was unconstitutional because of how it was 
placed in the state budget, arguing that proviso language used to carry out the plan was 
inserted as a way of making the issue veto-proof, because the only way to stop the plan 
was to eliminate several line items within the state’s budget. 
 
This marks the fifth lawsuit filed against legislation approved this year, joining suits to 
block the state’s plan to force employees to contribute to their pension plans, to block 
the state’s new controversial election law, to prevent the proposed drug-testing of state 



workers and a suit filed to remove Amendment 7, which passesd this session and would 
eliminate a 100 year old clause in the Constitution that bans the state from sending 
taxpayer money to religious institutions, from the 2012 ballot. 

 
Commission on Review of Taxpayer Funded 
Hospital Districts 
 
The Florida Commission on Review of Taxpayer Funded Hospital Districts, a 
commission created by Governor Rick Scott via executive order, has met several times 
this summer.  And while commission members have received information on issues 
related to patient care and Medicaid costs, the members still do not know which 
hospitals to examine.  The Governor’s executive order directs the commission to review 
“government operated” or “taxpayer funded” hospitals, yet two of the largest Medicaid 
providing hospitals in the state, Jackson Memorial and Tampa General, may not fit 
either description. 
 
While Tampa General’s CEO has sent the commission a letter informing it that his 
hospital does not fall under their jurisdiction, there are still questions regarding Jackson.  
Jeff Gregg, the commission’s executive director, said Jackson would be providing 
information to the commission at their next meeting in August.  Jackson receives more 
Medicaid funding than any other hospital in the state, but it is not supported by a special 
taxing district. 
 
Representative Matt Hudson, Chair of the House Health Care Appropriations 
Committee, and a member of the commission, stated that it was important to look at 
Jackson. 
 

State Pension Plan 
 
The State Board of Administration (SBA) released numbers this week showing that the 
Florida Retirement System finished the fiscal year with a market value of $128.4 billion, 
its highest number in 25 years.  This number shows a 22 percent gain from where the 
fund stood one year ago. 
 
Governor Rick Scott made pension reform a key platform during his campaign, and 
even pushed a complex pension reform package that passed the Legislature.  While he 
also questioned management of the fund, he did not push for reforms on that end.   
 
The SBA also announced that the Florida Retirement System Investment Plan also 
posted gains in the last fiscal year, increasing by $1.68 billion. 
 

Medicaid Waiver 
 



Representative Matt Hudson, mentioned earlier in this report, said that crafting next 
year’s health care budget would be difficult if the federal government does not approve 
the Medicaid overhaul passed last session by January. 
 
By August 1, Florida will have submitted Medicaid waivers to the federal government to 
implement its reforms, which include a requirement that most people enroll in managed 
care, a limit to the number of health care plans that can participate in Medicaid, and the 
commencement of co-payments for some services.  Florida wants to begin 
implementing the managed care portion by July 2012, starting with long-term care, and 
having it completed by 2014. 
 
The recently passed state budget, whose fiscal year began on July 1, had $29.9 billion 
in health care spending, with $22 billion of that money going towards Medicaid. 
 

Redistricting 
There will be two redistricting meetings held in Miami, the first on August 17 from 10 
am-2 pm at Miami Dade College and the other the same day from 6 pm–9 pm at the 
Florida International University College of Law. 

 


