
 

 

TALLAHASSEE WEEKLY REPORT 
July 4-8, 2011 
 

Commissioner Adam Putnam 
 
OIA attended a press conference at Miami International Airport this week hosted by 
Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam for the “Don’t Pack a Pest” outreach 
campaign.  Commissioner Putnam, via social media, touted the campaign because it 
will “raise awareness about the risks associated with introducing harmful pests/disease 
by travelers”.  Commissioner Souto was also in attendance at the press conference, 
along with Representative Dwight Bullard and representatives from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and Charles LaPradd, Miami-
Dade County’s Agriculture Manager. 
 
Attached, please find the agenda from the press conference. 
 

Governor’s Office 
 
Brian Hughes’, Governor Rick Scott’s deputy press secretary, is leaving the Governor’s 
office for a job at the Republican Party of Florida.  Hughes will replace Trey Stapleton, 
who is leaving for a job in Washington.  Hughes is the third staffer to leave the 
Governor’s office in recent weeks.  Former chief-of-staff Mike Prendergast stepped 
down to become Executive Director of the Department of Veterans Affairs and advisor 
Mary Anne Carter resigned to spend more time with her family.  Prendergast has since 
been replaced by Steve MacNamara, who was serving in the same role for Senate 
President Mike Haridopolos. 
 

Pill Mill Update 
 
Governor Rick Scott and Attorney General Pam Bondi announced that this week’s 
crackdown on pill mills resulted in the seizure of over 105,000 pills.  State agents swept 
through pain clinics and doctor offices this week as part of a new crackdown authorized 
by recently enacted state law. 
 
The Department of Health and Florida Department of Law Enforcement, along with 
regional drug task forces set up by the Governor, inspected the offices of 23 physicians.  
HB 7095, recently signed into law by Governor Scott, states that physicians must return 
certain drugs back to wholesalers or hand them over to law-enforcement. 
 

Caylee’s Law 
 



 

 

In the wake of the ruling in the Casey Anthony murder trial, Representative Jose Felix 
Diaz and Scott Plakon filed HB 37 for consideration during the 2012 legislative session.  
HB 37, which will be known as “Caylee’s Law”, makes it a felony for a parent or other 
caregiver to not report a child under the age of 12 as missing after a 48-hour period.  It 
also makes it a felony to not report a child’s death or location of a child’s corpse to 
police within two hours.  Senator Anitere Flores, chair of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and Representative Will Snyder, chair of the House Judiciary Committee, 
have both stated they will consider holding hearings on the matter. 
 
Senator Greg Evers, chair of the Senate Criminal Justice Committee, wrote a letter to 
Senate President Mike Haridopolos, asking him for the ability to devote the first fall 
meetings of his committee to “discuss any potential changes that can and should be 
made to our criminal and civil laws that protect our most vulnerable citizens”. 
 

Presidential Primary 
 
State Republican leaders are leaning towards scheduling the Republican Presidential 
Primary for either Thursday March 1, Friday March 2 or Saturday March 3, 2012.  These 
dates would make Florida the fifth primary in the country.  Under party rules, Iowa, New 
Hampshire, Nevada, and South Carolina are the only states allowed to hold primaries or 
caucuses in February, and no other state can hold a nominating election before March 
6, known as “Super Tuesday”.  Senate President Mike Haridopolos is hoping for 
leniency for their delegates at the 2012 Republican National Convention by only 
violating the primary calendar by a few days. 
 
 

Rep. Julien Town Hall Meeting 
 
Representative John Patrick Julien, a member of the Miami-Dade Delegation, will be 
hosting a town hall meeting on Thursday July 21 at the Marjorie and William McDonald 
Center, located at 17051 NE 19 Avenue in North Miami Beach. 
 
Topics of discussion will include the state budget, teacher merit pay, unemployment, 
and medical malpractice.  The meeting will also include presentations from the 
Department of Transportation and the Department of Children and Families. 
 

Unclaimed Property Hotline 
 
Florida’s CFO Jeff Atwater announced this week that he is expanding the availability of 
Spanish speaking staff to the Department of Financial Services’ Unclaimed Property 
Helpline.  This helpline assists Floridians searching for unclaimed cash or property that 
the state may be holding for them from dormant accounts or abandoned safe deposit 
boxes.   
 



 

 

The toll free number for the helpline is 1-88-VALUABLE (888-258-2253) or 850-413-
5555 and is available Monday through Friday from 8 am to 5 pm.  A website is also 
available at www.FLTreasureHunt.org. 
 

Redistricting 
 
As a follow-up to the presentation made by Senator Rene Garcia at this week’s Board of 
County Commissioners Meeting, the state’s public redistricting website can be found at : 
www.floridaredistricting.org.  The next set of public hearings will take place next week in 
Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Daytona Beach, The Villages, and Gainesville.  There will 
be two meetings held in Miami, the first on August 17 from 10 am-2 pm at Miami Dade 
College and the other the same day from 6 pm–9 pm at the Florida International 
University College of Law. 
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