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Relevant Bills Signed into Law 
 
Value Adjustment Board 
 
Governor Rick Scott signed HB 281 into law this week.  This bill, sponsored in the House by Rep. 
Ana Rivas-Logan and in the Senate by Senator Rene Garcia, would require property owners 
challenging property values before a value adjustment board to pay 75 percent of their owed 
taxes while the case is under appeal.  The bill would also allow for interest charges if the board 
rules that the property owner owes additional taxes. 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
Governor Scott also signed HB 639 into law.  Sponsored by Rep. Gary Aubuchon and Sen. Mike 
Bennett, the bill repeals the cap on how much money can go into trust funds dedicated to 
affordable housing from the tax on real estate transactions.  The bill also puts restrictions on 
spending by the Florida Housing Finance Corporation by stating that no money can be spent to 
build new housing until July 2012, with the money instead going to help people buy homes that 
have already been built. 
 
Public Retirement Plans 
 
SB 1128, by Sen. Jeremy Ring and the House Government Operations Subcommittee, which 
increases transparency of local pension plan data and addresses the sustainability of local 
pension plans.  Local plans’ actuarial reports are required to include the present value of all 
benefits using a standard rate of return, to promote comparisons between plans.   The bill also 
creates a Task Force on Public Employee Disability Presumptions to study and make 
recommendations on statutory disability presumptions. 
 

Medicaid 
 
Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich sent a letter to the federal government this week asking it to 
reject the waivers requested by the state to help implement its new Medicaid overhaul.  In a 
two-page letter (please see attached press release), Senator Rich asks U.S. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to “reject any requests submitted by the state of Florida to 
implement statewide managed care of Medicaid”.   Senator Rich went on to say that forcing 
Medicaid consumers into HMOs will not achieve the goals of saving taxpayers money and 
improving the efficiency of the health care provided through the Medicaid program. 



 

 

 
The $22 billion Medicaid overhaul passed by the Legislature earlier this year must be approved 
by the federal government before it can be implemented.  The plan requires most Medicaid 
patients to enroll in a managed care plan.  The state would then competitively bid the Medicaid 
business to a set number of managed care plans in 11 different regions. 
 

New Education Commissioner 
 
The State Board of Education chose Gerard Robinson to replace the outgoing Eric Smith as the 
state’s new Commissioner of Education.  Robinson held the same position in Virginia at the 
time of his appointment. 
 
Robinson earned degrees from Howard and Harvard universities, and lists school choice, virtual 
learning, voucher programs and pay for performance as his K-12 public education priorities.  
Many of these priorities fall in line with those of Governor Rick Scott. 
 

Governor’s Office 
 
Two of Governor Scott’s key advisors have left his office.  Chief of Staff Mike Prendergast will be 
the next executive director of the Department of Veteran’s Affairs.  Mary Ann Carter, the 
Governor’s chief policy advisor, will be stepping down at the end of the month due to family 
obligations and a desire to return to her business practice. 
 
Governor Scott proceeded to name Steve MacNamara as his new chief of staff.  McNamara 
currently serves in the same position for Senate President Mike Haridopolos, and had 
previously served as Senator John Thrasher’s chief of staff when he was House Speaker and has 
been a professor at Florida State. 
 

Florida Association of Counties 
 
OIA and Commissioner Audrey Edmonson participated in the Florida Association of Counties 
(FAC) annual conference this week.  The conference took place at the Hilton Orlando Bonnet 
Creek in Orange County, and serves as an opportunity for county officials to interact and discuss 
common issues and solutions to help them better serve their constituents. 
 
Among the speakers were former Florida Governor/U.S. Senator Bob Graham, Florida Secretary 
of State Kurt Browning, and Representative Mike Horner, who updated the conference on the 
current redistricting process. 
 
The conference agenda can be found by accessing the following link :  http://www.fl-
counties.com/Docs/Education/Conferences/Annual%20Conf/Program%20Overview.pdf. 
 

http://www.fl-counties.com/Docs/Education/Conferences/Annual%20Conf/Program%20Overview.pdf
http://www.fl-counties.com/Docs/Education/Conferences/Annual%20Conf/Program%20Overview.pdf


 

 

 
 


