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State Elections Department 
 
Florida Secretary of State Kurt Browning hired Gisela Salas, who worked at both the Miami-
Dade and Broward elections departments, as the state’s new director of the Division of 
Elections.  Salas will earn $90,000 and replaces Donald Palmer, whose last day was in January. 
 
Salas worked at Miami-Dade County for 26 years, including 15 in the elections department.  
Salas also worked as chief deputy supervisor of elections in Broward from 2003 to 2005.   
 
Her hiring comes at a time when the state is being sued by the ACLU over the way it handled a 
controversial elections law passed by the Legislature and signed by the Govenor last month. 
 

Health Care Reform 
 
A United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, in Atlanta, began hearing arguments 
this week over the constitutionality of the individual health insurance mandate that would 
require uninsured Americans who don’t qualify for Medicare or Medicaid to purchase insurance 
or pay a fine.  The lawsuit was filed shortly after President Obama signed the bill into law early 
in 2010. 
 
Twenty six states are participating in the lawsuit, which was filed by former Florida Attorney 
General Bill McCollum in federal court in Pensacola.  The case is on appeal from the federal 
government, which is challenging the decision by U.S. Judge Roger Vinson that the mandate 
could not be separated from the rest of the bill and the entire law was unconstitutional.  The 
judge agreed to stay his decision pending an appeal. 
 
Current state Attorney General Pam Bondi attended the hearing, along with the attorneys 
general from Texas, Georgia, South Carolina and Nebraska.  McCollum was also in attendance. 
 
The suit is being funded in part by the National Federation of Independent Business. 
 

Department of Education 
 
John Winn, who served as the state’s Commissioner of Education under Governor Jeb Bush 
from 2004 through 2007, was appointed interim commissioner by the State Board of Education.  
Winn resigned in 2007 when Governor Charlie Crist took office, and has been viewed as a 



 

 

staunch supporter of Governor Bush’s education reforms, including expansion of school choice 
and implementing a school grading system based on standardized test scores. 
 
Since his departure from the Department of Education, Winn has worked with the National 
Math and Science Initiative, a federal government designed to beef up math and science 
education in K-12 schools nationwide.   
 
Winn is replacing Eric Smith, whose retirement is effective today, and will serve until the Board 
of Education chooses Smith’s replacement from a pool of 26 applicants. 
 

Smith and Ballard 
 
Former state Attorney General Jim Smith is leaving his powerful lobbying firm, Smith and 
Ballard, at the end of June.  His partner is Brian Ballard, his son-in-law.  The firm was founded in 
1998, and is one of the highest grossing firms in Tallahassee, and will now be known as Ballard 
Partners. 
 
Smith, who plans to continue lobbying on his own, served the state as Attorney General from 
1979 to 1987, and was later appointed Secretary of State by then-Governor Bob Martinez. 
 
Ballard served as a Chief of Staff to former Governor Bob Martinez, and was a major fundraiser 
for former Governors Jeb Bush and Charlie Crist.   Ballard also served as Finance Director for 
Governor Rick Scott’s inauguration, after backing Bill McCollum in the Republican primary. 
 

South Florida Water Management District 
 
Governor Rick Scott appointed Juan Portuondo to the Governing Board of the South Florida 
Water Management District this week.  Portuondo succeeds Eric Buermann, and is appointed 
for a term from June 8, 2011 to March 1, 2015.  He currently serves as the President of IP Group 
Inc. 
 
His appointment is subject to approval by the Florida Senate. 


