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Port of Miami Dredge Funding

Governor Rick Scott announced today that the state will contribute $77 million for the Port of
Miami’s deep dredge project, a priority of Miami-Dade County’s. The Governor has directed
the state Department of Transportation to amend its work plan to include the funds.

The port is looking to dredge to a depth of 50 feet, allowing for the accommodation of larger
ships built to cross the Panama Canal, once its expansion is completed in 2014.

Below, please find the Governor’s press release:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: AMY GRAHAM
MARCH 4, 2011 850-488-5394

30,000 NEW JOBS:
GOVERNOR RICK SCOTT ANNOUNCES FUNDING PLAN FOR
PORT OF MIAMI DREDGE PROJECT
Directs FDOT to amend work plan to
include $77 million for the port

Miami - Standing before a crowd of hundreds at the Port of Miami today, Governor Rick Scott announced plans to
fully fund the 577 million shortfall for the port dredging project so that larger ships can enter the port.

“Today | directed the Florida Department of Transportation to amend their work plan to include 577 million so that
Florida can take another leap forward in international trade,” Scott said. “This is the type of infrastructure project
that will pay permanent, long-term dividends, and provide a solid return on investment for Florida’s taxpayers.”
Flanked by Senator Marco Rubio, Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart, Congressman David Rivera, and Colombian
Ambassador Gabriel Silva, the Governor unveiled his intention to invest in the types of infrastructure projects that
have long-term, permanent payoffs. The Port of Miami dredge project is projected to result in 30,000 new jobs for
the region in the coming years

Once the port is dredged to a depth of 50 feet, larger, “New Panamax” ships can load and unload cargo there,
enabling the Port of Miami to become a “first port of call” for ships coming through the expanded Panama Canal in
2014.

“This is a solid first step toward enhancing Florida’s infrastructure and getting our state ready for a new generation
of international trade with South America and beyond,” said Governor Scott. There are a number of worthy
infrastructure projects that deserve our attention, and as Floridians, we know best where our resources should be
focused.”

2011 Legislative Session



The 2011 legislative session will begin on Tuesday March 8 in Tallahassee. At this point the
House and Senate will officially convene, and will meet in a joint session later that evening to
hear Governor Rick Scott’s first State of the State address.

On Monday, Representative Will Weatherford will officially be designated as the Republican
leader-designate for the 2012-2014 term, putting him in line to be Speaker of the House should
Republicans hold on to their large majority.

The Office of Intergovernmental Affairs will be available throughout session to provide updates
on legislation and answer any relevant questions that may exist.

High-Speed Rail

The Florida Supreme Court ruled earlier today that Governor Rick Scott had the authority to
reject $2.4 billion in federal stimulus money for high-speed rail. The Court’s decision likely
signifies that the project is dead and the money will likely be sent to other states.

Senator Thad Altman, a Republican from Rockledge and Senator Arthenia Joyner, a Democrat
from Tampa, filed the suit against the Governor for rejecting the funds. Their argument was
centered on the belief that the Governor violated the constitutional separation of powers by
overriding the legislature’s order that the state create the high-speed rail system.

The Supreme Court fast-tracked the case, and issued their ruling in a one paragraph statement,
which read as follows: “Based on the limited record before the Court and a review of the federal
and state law relied on by the parties, the Court has determined that the petitioners have not
clearly demonstrated entitlement to quo warranto, mandamus, or any other relief. Accordingly,
the emergency petition is hereby denied.”

Civil Rights

Attorney General Pam Bondi this week suggested that she is open to allowing former prisoners
to apply for a professional license without getting their rights restored. This statement comes a
week after she called for a revision in changes put in place by Governor Charlie Crist. Bondi said
she was opposed to the idea of granting automatic restoration of rights to ex-cons who had
finished their prison sentences. Bondi’s proposal, which is supported by the rest of the Cabinet,
will be taken up at the next Cabinet meeting on March 8.

The ACLU and NAACP have directly appealed to Bondi to not make her suggested changes.



In her statement, Bondi noted her concerns for public safety and that the current clemency
process is a poor substitute for ensuring public safety through a personalized, thorough vetting
of an applicant by the appropriate licensing authority.

State Budget Update

State economists announced this week that they will draw up new general revenue estimates
for the coming fiscal year on March 18. Legislators use this estimate to draw up their
allocations for the various parts of the budget.

The last round of estimates were made in December, in which the economists calculated that
the state’s tax collections were growing, but not as much as they had anticipated.

Senator Oscar Braynon

Oscar Braynon, first elected to the House in a special election in 2008, won a special election
earlier this week to fill the Senate seat created by Frederica Wilson’s election to Congress.

Braynon defeated former North Miami Mayor Joe Celestin with over 74% of the vote, and will
be sworn in during the opening of session next week.

Bills of Interest Being Heard Next Week

e SB 858, Agriculture, Sen. Hays - Prohibits a county from enforcing certain limits on the activity
of a bona fide farm operation on agricultural land under certain circumstances. Prohibits a county
from charging agricultural lands for stormwater management assessments and fees under certain
circumstances. Allows an assessment to be collected if credits against the assessment are
provided for implementation of best management practices. Creates the "Agricultural Land
Acknowledgement Act”. MONDAY IN SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

e SB 998, Property Rights, Sen. Simmons - Shortens a notice period for certain actions.
Provides for the state land planning agency to receive notice of claims. Revises procedures for
determining a governmental entity's final decision identifying the allowable uses for a property.
Provides that enactment of a law or adoption of a regulation does not constitute applying the law
or regulation. Provides for a waiver of sovereign immunity for liability. MONDAY IN SENATE
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

e SB 958, State Revenue Limitation, Sen. Bogdanoff - Proposes amendments to the State

Constitution to replace the existing state revenue limitation with a new state revenue limitation
based on inflation and population changes. THURSDAY IN SENATE SESSION



Bills of interest Filed This Week

e HB 1047, Nonresident Alien Accounts, Rep. Diaz (similar to SB 1344 by Sen. Flores)
- Urges U.S. Treasury Department to withdraw proposed IRS regulation requiring
financial institutions operating in U.S. to report amount of interest income paid to
nonresident alien individuals & U.S. Congress to hold hearings to examine negative
effects of proposed rule on U.S. & Florida economies & expense to financial
institutions. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1047

e HB 1055, Community Residential Homes, Rep. Garcia (identical to SB 1348 by Sen.
Bogdanoff) - Amends provisions relating to site selection of community residential
homes; revises definition of "community residential home" & defines "sober house
transitional living home"; requires supervision of residents of such home; requires
sober house transitional living home to comply with standards of occupancy set by
local government; provides restrictions on provision of onsite substance abuse
treatment services; limits applicability.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1055

e HB 1057, Regulation of Hoisting Equipment, Rep. Artiles (similar to SB 612 by Sen.
Evers) - Defines terms "hoisting equipment,” "mobile crane," & "tower crane";
requires applicant for building permit to submit certain information to local building
official; requires radio communications between certain crane operators; requires
certain preparations for hurricane or high-wind event; requires preparedness plan
for certain cranes; requires that hoisting equipment be secured in specified manner;
provides penalties for violation of act by certain licensed contractors; preempts
regulation of hoisting equipment & persons operating equipment to state.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1057

e HB 1075, Relief/Acosta/Miami-Dade County, Rep. Steube (identical to SB 60 by
Sen. Bogdanoff) - Provides for relief of Monica Cantillo Acosta & Luis Alberto
Cantillo Acosta, surviving children of Nhora Acosta by Miami-Dade County; provides
for appropriation to compensate them for wrongful death of their mother, Nhora
Acosta, due to injuries sustained as result of negligence of Miami-Dade County;
provides limitation on payment of fees & costs. CLAIM: $6,000,000
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1075

e HB 1099, Enterprise Zones, Rep. Bovo (similar to SB 620 by Sen. Garcia and SB 816
by Sen. Flores) - Creates Urban Job Creation Investment Act; creates Florida Urban
Investment Job Creation Authority & zone development corporation for each
enterprise program zone; provides for designation of enterprise program zones in
legacy enterprise zones & federally designated empowerment zones; provides
qualifications for businesses to receive enterprise program zone incentives;
establishes enterprise program zone assistance funds; authorizes certain state
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incentives for projects of qualified businesses.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1099

HB 1123, Corrections, Rep. Van Zant - Provides alternative adjudication for alleged
adult offenders meeting specified requirements; provides requirements for
alternative adjudication programs; provides for removal from alternative
adjudication; provides requirements for phase one of program; provides for removal
from alternative adjudication; provides for offender receiving high school diploma;
requires successful completion of basic training course; provides for phase two of
program; provides for job skills training; provides for phase three of program.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1123

HB 1139, Retirement for Elected Officials, Rep. Kreegel (identical to SB 290 by Sen.
Fasano) - Reduces employer retirement contribution for members of elected
officers class. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1139

HB 1153, Infrastructure Investment, Rep. Ray (linked to HB 1155 by Rep. Ray,
similar to HB 399 by Rep. Ray and SB 768 by Sen. Ring) - Directs Secretary of
Transportation to designate assistant secretary with duties relating to economic
development, investment opportunities, & transportation projects; provides for
Trade Infrastructure Steering Committee, State Infrastructure Bank Selection
Committee, Strategic Intermodal System Project Selection Committee, & prioritizing
funding for transportation projects.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1153

HB 1155, Transportation Project Funding, Rep. Ray (linked to HB 1153 by Rep. Ray
and identical to SB 1716 by Sen. Ring) - Redirects funds in State Transportation
Trust Fund & portions of amounts contracted for construction projects of DOT to be
used for prioritized projects.

HB 1189, Property Taxation, Rep. Nehr - Deletes exception to confidentiality of
specified tax returns relating to order of administrative body with quasi-judicial
powers in ad valorem tax matters; specifies that certain disclosures of specified tax
returns without consent of taxpayer constitute misfeasance or malfeasance and may
result in removal from office; revises provisions relating to effect of failure of
property appraiser or petitioner to timely comply with requests for evidentiary
information in tax assessment proceedings.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1189

SB 1235, Captive Insurance, Rep. Nunez - Expands kinds of insurance for which
captive insurer may seek licensure; limits risks that certain captive insurers may
insure; specifies requirements & conditions relating to captive insurer's authority to
conduct business; requires that before licensure certain captive insurers must file or
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submit to Commissioner of Insurance Regulation specified information, documents,
& statements; requires captive insurance company to file evidence with
commissioner relating to financial condition & quality of management & operations
of company. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1235

HB 1251, Relief/Lopez & Guzman/Miami-Dade County, Rep. Pafford - Provides for
relief of Ronnie Lopez & Robert Guzman, individually & as Co-Personal
Representatives of Estate of Ana-Yency Velasquez, deceased, & for Ronnie Lopez, Jr.,
Ashley Lorena Lopez-Velasquez, & Steven Robert Guzman, minor children of Ana-
Yency Velasquez, by Miami-Dade County; provides for appropriation to compensate
estate & minor children for death of Ana-Yency Velasquez as result of negligence of
employee of Miami-Dade County; provides limitation on attorney’s fees, lobbying
fees, & costs. CLAIM: $1,010,000 http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1251

SB 1448, Sale of Lease of a Public Hospital, Sen. Garcia (similar to HB 619 by Rep.
Hooper) - Requires that the sale or lease of a county, district, or municipal hospital
to a for-profit or not-for-profit Florida corporation receive prior approval by the
Attorney General. Requires the governing board to first determine whether there
are any qualified purchasers or lessees of the hospital before considering whether to
sell or lease the hospital. Authorizes the Attorney General to employ independent
consultants to determine the fair market value of the proposed sale or lease.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1448

SB 1452, Local Government Energy Zones, Sen. Bennett (similar to HB 1119 by Rep.
Williams) - Authorizes a local government to create an energy zone by ordinance.
Requires the producer of renewable energy to produce and sell all energy within the
boundaries of the energy zone. Requires that the producer be offered a
disconnectable-rate structure for its customers. Authorizes retail sales by any
producer of renewable energy within an energy zone. Requires the Public Service
Commission to adopt rules to govern sales by producers of renewable energy within
the local government energy zone.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1452

SJR 1578, Homestead Exemption, Sen. Simmons (similar to HB 381 by Rep.
Dorworth) - Proposes amendments to the State Constitution to change the
valuation to which the homestead exemption applies and to provide an alternative
homestead exemption. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1578

SB 1598, Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act, Sen. Siplin - Urges the
Congress of the United States to support repeal of Section 511 of the Tax Increase
Prevention and Reconciliation Act, which requires governments that annually spend
more than $100 million to withhold a 3 percent federal tax on payments made for
certain goods and services. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1598
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SB 1618, Elections, Sen. Diaz de la Portilla - Allows a respondent who is alleged by
the Elections Commission to have violated the election code or campaign financing
laws to elect as a matter of right a formal hearing before the Division of
Administrative Hearings. Authorizes an administrative law judge to assess civil
penalties upon the finding of a violation. Authorizes an administrative law judge to
assess civil penalties upon a finding of a violation of the election code or campaign
financing laws. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1618

SB 1638, Stimulating Special Event Tourism and Job Creation, Sen. Bennett
(identical to HB 758 by Rep. Costello) - Provides for the transfer of certain sales tax
revenues from the General Revenue Fund to the Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for
Counties. Authorizes a county to designate certain time periods to hold special
events designed to enhance tourism. Provides for a distribution from the Revenue
Sharing Trust Fund for Counties to a county eligible for a distribution related to the
holding of a special event during a designated time period.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1638

SB 1640, Special Assessments/Renewable Energy/Municipality, Sen. Bennett -
Authorizes a municipality to collect special assessments to pay the additional costs
to purchase renewable energy for the municipality.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1640

SB 1670, Tour Guide Services, Sen. Margolis - Provides that the regulation of tour-
guide services in this state is solely the responsibility of the respective counties.
Revises definitions, to conform. Deletes references to tour-guide services in
provisions relating to the certification of businesses. Deletes references to tour-
guide services in provisions relating to violations. Deletes references to tour-guide
services in provisions relating to criminal penalties.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1670

SB 1690, Elections, Sen. Diaz de la Portilla - Revises the limitations on contributions
made to certain candidates and political committees. Reenacts provisions relating to
contributions made by committees of continuous existence, contributions made to
pay all or part of loans incurred, penalties for the acceptance of contributions or
expenditures made in excess of the statutory limits or failing to report or falsely
reporting certain information, and contributions received and expenditures made by
state executive and county executive committees of each political party, to
incorporate the amendment made to provisions in references thereto.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1690

SB 1692, Public Corruption, Sen. Diaz de la Portilla - Redefines the term "gift" to
exclude contributions or expenditures reported under federal election law.
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Redefines the term "local officer" for the purposes of disclosing financial interests to
include members of a community redevelopment agency board and any finance
director of a county, municipality, or other political subdivision. Repeals a provision
relating to the term "corruptly" or "with corrupt intent" to conform provisions to
changes made by the act. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1692

SB 1698, Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems, Sen. Dean (similar to HB
13 by Rep. Coley) - Deletes provisions requiring the Department of Health to
administer an evaluation and assessment program of onsite sewage treatment and
disposal systems and requiring property owners to have such systems evaluated at
least once every 5 years. Deletes provisions prohibiting the land application of
septage and requires the Department of Environmental Protection to recommend to
the Governor and Legislature alternative methods for land application of septage.
Requires the department to give to owners of systems at least 60 days' notice
before and evaluation deadline. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/1698

HB 4195, Local Business Tax, Rep. O'Toole - Repeals ch. 205, F.S., "Local Business
Tax Act." http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/4195

HB 7021, Impact Fees, House Community and Military Affairs Subcommittee -
Reenacts s. 163.31801(5), F.S., relating to burden of proof required by government
in action challenging impact fee; provides legislative finding of important state
interest; provides for retroactive operation; provides for exception under specified
circumstances. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2011/7021
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