
WASHINGTON WEEKLY REPORT  
November 28TH – December 2ND, 2011 
  
Below is an informal overview of the Washington D.C. activities of the 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs: 
  
THE SENATE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK 
  
THE HOUSE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK  
 
COUNTY OFFICIALS TO MEET WITH ARMY CORPS SECRETARY AND 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ON BEACH RENOURISHMENT ISSUES 
 
Next Tuesday, Rep. Ros-Lehtinen will lead a meeting between members of the Florida 
Congressional Delegation and the Army Corps Secretary Jo Ellen Darcy, along with 
County and City of Miami Beach officials in Washington to urge the Corps to move 
forward on the non-domestic sand issue.     
 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss issues related to Miami-Dade’s beaches from 
Government Cut through Sunny Isles Beach, which are part of a federally authorized 
shore protection project administered by the Army Corps of Engineers. Historically, the 
sand used to nourish the beaches has come from sand deposits located offshore of 
Miami-Dade County. Due to the large volumes of sand used to maintain our beaches 
over the past 35 years, and increasingly stringent environmental standards, these 
sources will be exhausted following the next project later this year.  Recognizing that 
local sand sources would be depleted in the near future, the Corps and the County 
began to evaluate alternative sand sources in the mid-1990’s. The most promising 
source was thought to be the Bahamas Bank which has an almost unlimited supply of 
beach quality sand.   
 
For various reasons, the US dredging industry has resisted the use of non-domestic 
sand sources, and in 1986, worked with Congress to pass a law which said that non-
domestic sand could not be used on Corps projects unless it could be demonstrated 
that no domestic sources were available.  Since that time, the Corps and the County 
have been working to evaluate all potential domestic sand sources. As part of this effort, 
the Corps commissioned a Regional Sediment Management Plan to inventory and 
quantify all known potential sand sources on the east coast of Florida. The study 
concluded that while southeast Florida was running out of sand, there were extensive 
reserves in the center of the state in both State and federal waters.  In 2005, the Corps 
initiated a project to utilize sand located in Federal waters offshore of Martin and St. 
Lucie counties to nourish Miami-Dade County. In the initial public hearings on the 



proposal, the project was met with extreme opposition from the public and state 
legislators representing those areas. As a result the project was terminated.   
 
In spite of the extreme opposition to using the Martin/ St. Lucie sand sources, the Corps 
headquarters stated that since the proposed sources were located in Federal waters, 
they did not consider that local opposition was adequate to meet the test of the 
Congressional language prohibiting the use of non-domestic sand sources. The current 
Corps approach is to pursue the Martin/ St. Lucie sources a second time. Although the 
sand itself is in Federal waters beyond State jurisdiction, we will still need a state (DEP) 
permit to put it on the beach. If a permit is issued, it would set precedent for using sand 
from other areas of the State. If the permit is denied, then these sources could be 
considered unavailable, and we would probably receive authorization to purse non-
domestic sand sources such as the Bahamas.  As with the previous effort, the proposal 
will very likely draw opposition and/or a prolonged legal challenge.   
 
This effort to obtain authorization to consider non-domestic sand sources has been 
spearheaded by our congressional delegation, primarily Reps. Ros-Lehtinen and 
Wasserman-Schultz. The consensus is that trying to use the Martin/ St Lucie sources 
will only result in additional delays to nourishing the Miami-Dade shorelines, and result 
in no progress to looking at foreign sand sources. 
 
OIA WORKS TO SECURE TIGER III FUNDING FOR THE COUNTY; JOINT 
PROJECT WITH FIU & MDX ALSO IN THE MIX 
 
Last Thursday, Miami-Dade County Commission Chairman Joe Martinez sent a letter of 
support to U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Roy LaHood, expressing his 
strong support for the TIGER III grant applications. 
 
Next week, OIA, FIU’s DC office and the MDX Federal Lobbying Team will visit 
members of the Miami-Dade County congressional delegation to advocate for support 
of the application.   
 
OIA, along with MDT and Aviation, the Office of Management and Budget - Grants 
Coordination Division for Miami-Dade County and the Alcalde & Fay and Greenberg 
Traurig Federal Lobbying Teams, along with Florida International University (FIU) are 
working to advocate and secure the TIGER III grant funding.  The FIU and county 
partnership is for the SR-836 Express Enhanced Bus Service project which would link 
FIU’s Modesto A. Maidique Campus, the FIU Engineering Center and the MIC.  This 
partnership is the result of several components of the project impacting the MIA Mover 
to MIA, Tri-Rail, Metrorail, Metrobus and Airport Flyer to many Miami-Dade County 
metropolitan area destinations.  The Congressional delegation has also agreed to voice 
their support of these projects to Secretary LaHood. 
 



SENATOR RUBIO LEADS HEARING IN MIAMI TO EXAMINE HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING ISSUES  
 
On Friday, Senator Marco Rubio held a human trafficking awareness briefing in Miami 
today.  The event was held at Kristi House, a child victim’s assistance center, and will 
serve to raise awareness about the human trafficking problem in Florida and urge 
immediate passage of the bipartisan Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act.   
 
In a statement released by Sen. Rubio’s office re: the hearing:   
 
“Florida is particularly impacted by this atrocious practice of modern day slavery, as 
traffickers prey on the large number of teenage runaways here,” said Rubio.  “We must 
continue doing everything we can to raise public awareness of a problem that is right 
under our noses, and also enact public policies to support law enforcement, better 
coordinate their efforts at all levels, assist victims and combat this horrendous crime at 
home and abroad.” 
 
REP. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ HOLDS GRANT FUNDING WORKSHOP IN 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
 
OIA participated in a special federal funding workshop for cities in Rep. Wasserman 
Schultz’s district on Tuesday.  City officials, including those from OIA, met Rep. 
Wasserman Schultz to hear the latest on what’s happening in Congress and learn 
valuable information on federal funding opportunities.  The funding workshop included 
information from key federal agencies about federal funding programs affecting cities 
including those at FEMA, HUD, DOJ, Department of Education, National Endowment of 
the Arts, Department of Energy, DOT and a presentation on the federal appropriations 
process.  OIA works with Rep. Wasserman Schultz and the county’s congressional 
delegation on funding opportunities on a regular basis, including the recent application 
for the TIGER III grant opportunity.   

REP. WASSSERMAN SCHULTZ TO HOLD JOB FAIR FOR VETERANS 

 

On Saturday, Dec. 3, Rep. Wasserman Schultz and Ted Deutch (FL-19) will host a Jobs 
Fair for military Veterans from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Fort Lauderdale Armory at 400 
SW 24th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL.  
 
REP. WILSON ANNOUNCES $500,000 IN FUNDING FOR VISION 
RESEARCH AT UM SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
 
On Tuesday Rep. Frederica Wilson announced a $527,359 grant from the National Eye 
Institute at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to be awarded to 
Dr. Jeffrey Goldberg at the University of Miami School of Medicine for a project on 



vision research titled “Signaling Scaffolds and Survival in Stroke.” “I’m pleased to 
announce this critical funding for vision research at the University of Miami School of 
Medicine,” said Congresswoman Wilson. “As a member of the House Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology, I understand the important role that research and 
development plays in our economy, and I know that UM is at the forefront of many of 
these cutting-edge breakthroughs.” 
 
REP. WASSERMAN SHULTZ RESOLUTION HONORS SLAIN 
CONGRESSIONAL STAFFER GABE ZIMMERMAN 
 
On Thursday evening, the House of Representatives voted unanimously with 419 votes 
to name room HVC 215 in the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center for slain Congressional staffer 
Gabe Zimmerman.  Mr. Zimmerman was community outreach director for Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords (AZ) and is the first Congressional staffer to be killed while carrying 
out his official duties.  In an overwhelming show of bipartisan support, 402 members of 
the U.S. House of Representatives co-sponsored the resolution, introduced by Reps. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz and David Schweikert (AZ).  In a statement released by 
Rep. Wasserman Shultz’s office: 
 
“On Jan. 8 in Tucson, tragedy struck this country in a shooting that shocked our nation 
and tore through the fabric of the congressional community,”  Six people died that 
horrific day, including congressional staffer Gabriel Zimmerman. He was a public 
servant who made the ultimate sacrifice for his country while doing what he loved – 
ensuring Arizonians had a voice in their government.  He was the first congressional 
staffer to be killed in the line of duty in congressional history, and I can think of no better 
way to memorialize Gabe’s service and ultimate sacrifice than to have a meeting place 
in the Capitol Visitor Center forever carry his name and memory. I believe, as Gabby 
Giffords does, that our country has to be strong enough to come together to solve the 
challenges before us, and I’m proud that this resolution has the support of so many of 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle.”  
 
There will be a formal dedication of the room in early 2012 when a plaque bearing 
Zimmerman’s likeness will be unveiled.  Zimmerman was killed Jan. 8, 2011 when a 
gunman opened fire at Giffords’ “Congress On Your Corner” event in Northwest Tucson.  
 
D-BLOCK UPDATE 
 
The Super Committee was previously in discussions regarding using a spectrum 
auction as part of its deficit reduction plan.  However, with the committee's failure to 
reach a bipartisan agreement, there has been a renewed push by Congress to move 
spectrum auction legislation before the end of the year.  Yesterday, the House Energy 
and Commerce Subcommittee on Communications and Technology marked up a bill 
and on Tuesday, the Communications and Technology Subcommittee Chairman Greg 
Walden released a related bill.  One key change from the previous versions of the 
Walden bill is that it would allocate a vacant section of spectrum, known as the “D 
block,” to public safety officials for a new communications network.   Republicans had 



previously objected to this, preferring instead for the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to auction the D Block, as required under current law.  On Monday, 
Representatives Henry Waxman and Anna Eshoo, ranking members of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee and Subcommittee on Communications and 
Technology, released their bill on public safety communications. Additionally, the 
Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee marked up its spectrum bill 
(S 911) in June.  The Senate bill also reallocates the D block to public safety.  Chairman 
Rockefeller has said that he would like to try to get the bill enacted this year if at all 
possible.    
 
Information on the Walden bill is available at 
http://energycommerce.house.gov/news/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=9114.  
 
Information on the Waxman/Eshoo bill is available at 
http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=news/energy-and-
commerce-democrats-release-new-legislation-to-create-nationwide-interoperable-public  
               
(PREPARED BY DC LOBBYING TEAM – AKERMAN SENTERFITT) 
 
DIRECTOR SOMMERHOFF TO PARTICPATE IN TRIP NEXT WEEK 
 
The Mayor’s visit came in advance of Office of Emergency Management Director Curtis 
Sommerhoff’s trip to Israel on December 3rd as part of an opportunity for participants to 
be exposed to first responder’s experience in Israel as well as the complex threats they 
face. The trip will explore critical foreign policy and national security issues affecting 
both Israel and the United States, and discuss how the two countries are cooperating in 
dealing with these issues.  It will also allow participants to explore the possible utility of 
increased cooperation between the US and Israel in the areas of homeland security, 
emergency response to terror and other incidents, and emergency and hospital 
preparedness.   
 
The program convenes discussions with Israeli government officials, military officers, 
and leading academics and journalists and includes: 
 

•         Briefings on the security situation including continuing threats to the U.S. and 
Israel. 
 

•         Presentations by Israeli first responders including fire/rescue, EMS, bomb 
disposal units and Israeli police as well as preparedness for secondary devices 
and response. 
 

•         Tour/presentation of EMS and trauma center response to mass casualty 
incidents including triage for EMS, dispatchers and hospitals as well as 
preparedness and response activities. 
 

•         Presentations of Israeli defense technologies such as missile defense. 
  

http://energycommerce.house.gov/news/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=9114
http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=news/energy-and-commerce-democrats-release-new-legislation-to-create-nationwide-interoperable-public
http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=news/energy-and-commerce-democrats-release-new-legislation-to-create-nationwide-interoperable-public


•         A strategic tour of key areas such as the Golan Heights and Sderot. 
 
Like the Mayor’s, trip, this will also not be funded at the taxpayer’s expense but by the 
American Israel Education Foundation (AIEF).  AIEF provides funding to educate 
opinion leaders about the U.S.-Israel relationship and to expand public awareness 
about issues affecting the Middle East. 
 
CLIMATE COMMUNITIES 
 
Funding Opportunity - FHWA Grants Available for “Livable” Transportation Projects was 
the title of this week’s Climate Communities webinar.  The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) recently announced the availability of its Transportation, 
Community, and System Preservation (TCSP) grant funding to support strategies that 
integrate transportation, community and system preservation practices.  Climate 
Communities staff provided an overview of the TCSP grant opportunity, highlighting 
examples of successful projects and provided tips to be competitive for this funding. 
 FHWA is giving priority this year to projects that address livability, which could include 
complete streets strategies, traffic calming, street connectivity improvements, and 
livability plans. FHWA expects to have approximately $29 million in TCSP funding 
available in 2012.  The deadline for applications is January 6, 2012.  
 
GOP PRESIDENTIAL FIELD 2012 
 
Michele Bachmann – U.S. Rep. from Minnesota 
Herman Cain – former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza 
Newt Gingrich – former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Jon Huntsman – former Gov. of Utah & former Ambassador to China 
Gary Johnson – former Gov. of New Hampshire 
Ron Paul – U.S. Rep. from Texas 
Rick Perry – Gov. of Texas 
Buddy Roemer – former Gov. of Louisiana*  
Mitt Romney – former Gov. of Massachusetts 
Rick Santorum – former Sen. from Pennsylvania 
 
(*will not be on FL primary ballot) 
 
FEDERAL LOBBYIST REPORTS 
 
Please use the following link to access the monthly lobbyist reports for the Washington 
D.C. lobbying team http://www.miamidade.gov/intergov/federal_lobbyist.asp  
  
NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR: DECEMBER 5TH – DECEMBER 9TH  
  
The House and Senate will be in session next week. 
 

http://www.miamidade.gov/intergov/federal_lobbyist.asp
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