
WASHINGTON WEEKLY REPORT   
August 15th - August 19th, 2011 

  
Below is an informal overview of the Washington D.C. activities of the 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs: 
  
THE SENATE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK AND REMAINS IN PRO-FORMA 
SESSION (i.e. IN AUGUST RECESS) 

  
THE HOUSE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK AND REMAINS IN PRO-FORMA 
SESSION (i.e. IN AUGUST RECESS) 
  
MIAMI - DADE DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (DEM) 
BRIEFS CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, FL GOVERNOR’S OFFICE & 
FEMA 
  
On Wednesday, DEM Director Curtis Sommerhoff led a disaster briefing for federal and 
state officials.  OIA and Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen’s office organized the 
conference call with the Florida congressional delegation, and officials from Gov. Scott’s 
office and the Obama administration.  Director Sommerhoff provided an overview of the 
Miami-Dade DEM mission, functions and disaster response plan, in addition to stressing 
the importance of federal resources.  The purpose of the call was to serve as an 
educational and awareness tool for many new congressional staff members who have 
not experienced an active hurricane season, and to build a network among the federal, 
state and local officials.  OIA would like to again thank DEM staff and Congresswoman 
Ros-Lehtinen’s office for bringing this important call together.   
  
The following is a list of the briefing participants: 
  
Miami-Dade County, Department of Emergency Management 
Curtis S. Sommerhoff, Director, Miami-Dade County, Department of Emergency 
Management 
  
Jonathan Lord, Deputy Director, Department of Emergency Management 
  
Florida Division of Emergency Management 
William Booher, External Affairs Director, Florida Division of Emergency Management 
  
Office of Governor Rick Scott 
Brian McManus, Federal Affairs Coordinator, Office of the State of Florida, Sean Miles 
  
FEMA Region IV External Affairs 
Phil Strouse, Intergovernmental Affairs and Private Sector,  
 
Brandon Bolinski, FEMA Region IV, Hurricane Program Manager 



  
Florida Congressional Delegation Staff 
  
SEC. LAHOOD ANNOUNCES $978,300 FOR THE TAMIAMI SWING 
BRIDGE 
  
On Wednesday, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood Announces $417.3 Million 
in Grants for State Highway Projects that will fund projects ranging from interstate 
maintenance to research into innovative bridge materials and construction methods.  
  
In an official statement released earlier this week, Secretary LaHood said: 
“Transportation investments like these will create jobs, increase mobility, improve 
quality of life for all Americans and strengthen our national economy.”  The Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) invited states to apply in June for federal funding from 
14 grant programs. They received more than 1,800 applications, totaling nearly $13 
billion, which is more than 30 times the funds available. Among those awarded were 
$978,300 for the Tamiami Swing Bridge.  “At a time when states are facing serious 
budgetary constraints, these grants will help fill a critical need,” said Federal Highway 
Administrator Victor Mendez. “Investments like these are immediate and long-lasting 
and will help create jobs.”   
  
According to DOT’s press release, “Congress created the discretionary grant programs 
to give FHWA the latitude to support projects that maintain the nation’s roads and 
bridges, improve roadway safety and make communities more livable. In previous 
years, Congress designated some of this grant money for specific projects and FHWA 
awarded the remainder through a competitive process. Because the FY11 budget 
passed by Congress last April directed that all such funds be discretionary, FHWA 
awarded these funds through a competitive process.” 
  
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AEROSPACE SHOW (MIAS) - UPDATE 
  
Beacon Council and OIA continue efforts to secure the necessary Federal approvals to 
host the MIAS at Homestead Air Reserve Base.  Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
is leading an effort to convene a meeting with Air Force personnel and county officials to 
determine acceptable next steps in the process.  The Congresswoman and Beacon 
Council are hoping meeting would take place prior to Labor Day.  The meeting request 
is pending. 
  
PORT OF MIAMI DEEP DREDGE - UPDATE 
  
OIA and the D.C. lobbying team continue to work with Seaport Director Bill Johnson to 
obtain the necessary federal approvals for the next phase of the Port’s Deep Dredge 
Project, a construction advanced funds agreement.   
  
Last month, Director Johnson met with key Administration and Congressional officials to 
ensure that the construction funds agreement is approved by the House and Senate 



Appropriations Committees prior to the August recess.  The Senate has signed off on 
the agreement and the House is expected to sign off in the very near future.  The Office 
of Management and Budget has already given its approval for this next phase of the 
project to proceed.  OIA continues to work with the Florida Congressional Delegation, 
key members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the 
Administration, to complete this critical phase of the Port of Miami’s deep dredge 
project.  
  
REP. RIVERA’S BILL TO AMEND THE CUBAN ADJUSTMENT ACT 
  
On August 1, Rep. David Rivera introduced a bill (H.R. 2771), that would amend the 
Cuban Adjustment Act (CAA) of 1966 to require the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to rescind the adjusted status of Cubans who return to Cuba before obtaining 
full U.S. citizenship.  This citizenship process can take up to five years.  According to 
the Miami Herald, Rep. Rivera’s bill comes in response to increasing evidence that 
some Cubans are abusing a loophole in the CAA as refuge-seekers but then return to 
visit family or vacation.  Rep. Rivera plans to re-introduce the bill to amend a provision 
in the existing legislation that would impact all Cuban arrivals and not just those who 
return to the island.  OIA will include a full summary of the updated legislation when it is 
reintroduced in September. 
  
DHS BEGINS “SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING” IN FLORIDA 
  
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is partnering with the State of Florida and 
City of Miami on the “If You See Something, Say Something” campaign.  On July 1, 
2010 DHS launched the  “If You See Something, Say Something ™” public awareness 
campaign.  According to DHS the program is “a simple and effective way to raise public 
awareness of indicators of terrorism and violent crime, and to emphasize the 
importance of reporting suspicious activity to the proper state and local law enforcement 
authorities.  
  
The campaign was originally used by New York's Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA), which has licensed the use of the slogan to DHS for anti-terrorism and anti-
crime efforts.”  As DHS partners with new States and localities on the campaign their 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA), reaches out to local elected/homeland security 
officials to ensure they aware of the new partnership. IGA has been working very 
closely with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, specifically, the Governor’s 
Homeland Security Advisor, Mark Perez, in preparation for a partnership with the state 
of Florida and City of Miami starting at the end of August.   
  
REP. WILSON TO HOST JOB FAIR AUG. 23RD IN MIAMI 
  
Rep. Frederica Wilson, along with members of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) 
will be hosting town hall meetings and job fairs in several cities across the country. On 
Tuesday, August 23, 2011 the Congresswoman will serve as the host for an event in 
Miami, Florida. She will be joined by City of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado and 



Commissioner Richard P. Dunn II at the James L. Knight Center, 400 SE 2nd Avenue, 
Miami, Florida from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.   The Congresswoman is encouraging 
participation and support from community members as they anticipate several hundred 
eager job seekers to attend and submit applications for employment.   
  
For additional information please visit www.wilson.house.gov and click on the “For the 
People” Jobs Initiative (H. Res. 348) link or contact her District office at 305-690-5905. 
  
Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) FUNDING - UPDATE 
  
On Monday August 1, OIA, DEM and MDPD participated in a second conference call 
with other South Florida jurisdictions to discuss the goals and strategies for adequate 
UASI funding, and inclusion of the combined Ft. Lauderdale/Miami UASI as a Tier I 
UASI.   
  
UASI jurisdictions represented on the call were Broward County, City of Ft. Lauderdale, 
City of Homestead, City of Miami, City of Miami Gardens, City of Miramar, City of 
Pembroke Pines, Miami-Dade County, Monroe County, and Palm Beach County. 
  
The discussion focused on specific UASI priorities and ensuring a unified lobbying 
strategy in response to FY2012 reductions in the House Homeland Security 
Appropriations Bill, with the Senate expected to take up the bill after the August recess.  
The group plans to reconvene during the last week of August to set a final date for 
meetings with South Florida congressional delegation members and staff, in addition to 
relevant committee members and staff. 
  
Earlier this year, Chairman Martinez joined elected officials nationwide, including City of 
Miami Mayor Regalado and Orange County Mayor Jacobs, in successfully urging 
Congress to remove language in the FY2012 House Homeland Security Apportions bill 
that would have only provided funding to ten UASI jurisdictions. 
  
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (MIA) – D.C. MEETINGS 
  
MIA Director Jose Abreu will be in Washington for a series of official meetings next 
week to discuss issues with industry and administration officials, in addition to visits with 
the county’s congressional delegation.  The purpose of the meetings will be to discuss 
the importance of a timely reauthorization of the FAA bill that expires in mid-September, 
and the urgent need to quickly pass the pending Colombia Free Trade Agreement.  OIA 
will participate in the meetings and accompany the director during his trip.   
  
OIA BRIEFING AT DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
  
On Tuesday, August 23rd, OIA will participate in a briefing with the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.  The purpose of the briefing is 
for OIA to receive details about the UASI funding formula, as well as to continue 

https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.wilson.house.gov/


building a relationship with the agency to position the County for future collaboration 
and funding opportunities.  
  
CLIMATE COMMUNITIES - WEEKLY CALL 
  
Thursday’s call focused on fixing the PACE Program (Property Assessed Clean Energy) 
and efforts in Congress and the Courts to Enable Property Assessed Clean Energy 
Programs.  PACE is a financing tool that helps homeowners save money on their utility 
bills.  These programs help homeowners receive low-interest financing for energy 
efficiency and renewable energy improvements.  According to Climate Communities, 
“PACE financing is repaid through a voluntary long-term assessment on a homeowner’s 
property taxes over a 15-20 year time period.  When a homeowner sells their property, 
the repayment obligations, as well as the benefits of the energy efficiency and 
renewable energy improvements, transfer to the next homeowner.  PACE programs 
eliminate the upfront cost barriers of energy retrofits, and ensure that current and future 
homeowners fairly share the costs and benefits of those improvements.”   
  
27 states and the District of Columbia have all authorized PACE legislation with several 
communities taking steps towards establishing additional programs.  However, in 2010 
the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac stopped 
underwriting mortgages with PACE assessments.  This occurred because PACE was 
characterized as loans and almost 90% of new mortgages are underwritten by Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac the programs have come to a standstill. As a result of FHFA’s 
recommendation to halt the PACE program, Congress introduced legislation to fix 
problem. 
  
HUD VOUCHER ISSUE 
  
OIA continues to work with Rep. Diaz-Balart’s office and the rest of the county 
delegation regarding funding discrepancies with the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD).  At issue are provisions within the FY 2009 THUD 
Appropriations Act which required HUD to rescind $750 million in unspent Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) funds from 2400 public housing authorities.   
  
Earlier this year, MDPHA discovered that while the department was in HUD 
receivership, the $43 million recaptured from MDPHA was the second largest recapture 
amount of the top ten programs experiencing recapture in the country.  The amount was 
also disproportionate in relation to the size of the other PHA's respective HCV 
programs. 
  
In May, Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners Chairman Joe Martinez sent a 
letter to HUD requesting corrective action and an explanation for the disproportionate 
recapture amount.  HUD’s response letter did not provide an explanation regarding the 
recapture amount, nor did it indicate the agency would take corrective action to address 
this inequitable treatment. On June 16, Chairman Martinez again sent a letter to HUD, 



requesting an adequate explanation regarding HUD’s calculation of the recapture 
amount and lack of corrective action.   
  
Director Gregg Fortner, OIA and the federal lobbying team continue to seek an 
acceptable response and resolution from HUD. 
  
PERRY IN, PAWLENTY OUT : GOP PRESIDENTIAL FIELD - 2012 
  
The GOP presidential race added one more horse last Saturday, as Texas Governor 
Rick Perry burst onto the scene and seemingly sprinted to the head of the pack.  Gov. 
Perry’s announcement that he would officially run for the GOP presidential nomination 
occurred in the important primary state of South Carolina, and on the same day of the 
Ames, Iowa straw poll.  That straw poll was won by Minnesota 
Congresswoman Michelle Bachman.  Former Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty 
withdrew from the race on Sunday following a disappointing finish in the Ames, Iowa 
straw poll.  Leading up to the straw poll, Pawlenty had devoted substantial resources 
and spent weeks campaigning throughout Iowa.  
  
Here is a list of candidates who have announced they will run, and some other potential 
candidates.  
  
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED WILL RUN: 
  
Michele Bachmann – Minnesota Congresswoman 
Herman Cain – former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza 
Newt Gingrich – former Speaker of the House 
Jon Huntsman – former Gov. of Utah & former Ambassador to China 
Gary Johnson – former Gov. of New Hampshire 
Ron Paul – Texas Congressman 
Rick Perry – Gov. of Texas 
Buddy Roemer – former Gov. of Louisiana 
Mitt Romney – former Gov. of Massachusetts 
Rick Santorum – former Sen. from Pennsylvania 
Thaddeus McCotter – Michigan Congressman 
  
YET TO OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCE: 
  
Rudy Giuliani – former Mayor of New York City 
Sarah Palin – former Gov. of Alaska 
Paul Ryan – Wisconsin Congressman, House Budget Committee Chairman  
  
FEDERAL LOBBYIST REPORTS  
  
Please use the following link to access the monthly lobbyist reports for the Washington 
D.C. lobbying team -  http://www.miamidade.gov/intergov/federal_lobbyist.asp 
  

https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://owa.miamidade.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.miamidade.gov/intergov/federal_lobbyist.asp


NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR: AUGUST 22 – AUGUST 26 
  
The House & Senate will be in pro-forma session (in August Recess) for the month of 
August. 
 


