
WEEKLY WASHINGTON JULY 11TH THROUGH JULY 15TH, 2011 
  
Below is an informal overview of the Weekly Washington activities of the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs. 
  
THE SENATE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK 
  
THE HOUSE WAS IN SESSION THIS WEEK 
  
SEC. LAHOOD & SEN. NELSON ATTEND CEREMONY FOR TIGER II GRANT 
  
On Friday, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood, Florida Sen. Bill Nelson, Mayor 
Carlos A. Gimenez and local officials attended the groundbreaking for the $50-million rail 
project that will connect the Port of Miami to the national rail system.  The project will include 
the renovation of the Florida East Coast Railway track that links the Port of Miami to northbound 
tracks and the FEC rail yard in Hialeah as well as the construction of a 15-acre rail yard.  The rail 
project, along with construction of a $1 billion tunnel linking the Interstate to the port along with 
the Deep Dredge Project that will deepen the port’s depth to 50 feet is part of plan to increase 
trade and attract post-Panamax super cargo ships following the expansion of the Panama Canal.   
 
The completion of these projects will mean that cargo reaches Americans one to two days sooner 
than at other ports, making the Port of Miami and Miami-Dade County the premiere port in the 
country with a competitive edge as the gateway to the Americas.  The rail project would not have 
been possible without the $22.8 million TIGER II grant from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and Sec. LaHood that was secured by Senator Nelson and the Miami-Dade 
County Congressional delegation.  The remaining cost of the project, which is estimated to create 
over 800 construction jobs, was funded in part by the Florida Department of Transportation, FEC 
and the Port of Miami. 
  
3% WITHHOLDING REPEAL 
  
Rep Wally Herger’s (R-CA) bill to permanently repeal the 3% withholding tax, H.R. 674, now 
has 200 cosponsors including Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart.  The Senate 
version of the bill, S. 164, now has 28 cosponsors, one of which is Sen. Marco Rubio.  Currently, 
the 3% withholding tax would take effect as scheduled on January 1, 2013.  Section 511 of the 
Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005 will detrimentally harm small 
businesses and raise costs for governments.  The tax would essentially punish the vast majority 
of tax-paying vendors and contractors.  The legislation would amend the IRS Code to repeal the 
3% withholding tax on purchases of goods and services by government agencies. 
 
OIA will keep working with the federal lobbying team to secure support from other members of 
the Miami-Dade County delegation. 
 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE SLASHES VITAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
FUNDING 



On Wednesday, the full House Appropriations Committee marked up the FY2012 Commerce-
Justice-Science Appropriations bill.  The bill makes significant cuts to local state and law 
enforcement programs.  The bill provides no funding for the Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) program or the State Criminal Alien Assistance program (SCAAP).   
 
SCAAP provides money to the State and County for the cost of incarcerating undocumented 
immigrants who have committed crimes.  Full funding for SCAAP was a priority for the 
County's Corrections Department this year.  An amendment was offered to add money for 
SCAAP but it was withdrawn.  At the markup, the CJS Subcommittee Chairman Frank Wolf 
committed to try and add money back for the SCAAP program later in the legislative process 
  
Several amendments were offered to add funding for the COPS program as well, but those 
attempts failed. Again, Subcommittee Chairman Wolf committed to trying to allocate funding for 
the COPS Program later in the process.  Because both SCAAP and COPS are popular programs, 
it is expected that when the bill goes to the House floor attempts will be made to add money for 
them.  Funding could also be added for the programs when the CJS bill goes to conference with 
the Senate. 
 
These programs are a priority for the County.  OIA will continue to work with MDPD, the 
delegation and our federal lobbying team to ensure that these vital law enforcement programs 
receive adequate funding. 
  
REPS. ROS-LEHTINEN, DIAZ-BALART & RIVERA JOIN LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
OBAMA REGARDING CUBA 
  
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairwoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart 
Rep. David Rivera and Rep. Albio Sires (NJ-13) sent a letter to President Barack Obama this 
week asking him to meet with Reina Loina Tamayo, the mother of Cuban dissident Orlando 
Zapata Tamayo who died in February of last year after an 83-day hunger strike to protest human 
rights violations and repeated beatings by the Castro regime.  After Orlando’s death, Reina and 
her family were harassed and detained by Castro regime authorities until they were able to leave 
the island as political refugees.  She and 12 family members arrived in Miami last month. Reina 
spoke at a Congressional Briefing for the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Human Rights in 
Cuba this week.   
 
REP. WILSON TAKES PART IN LISTENING TOUR IN MIAMI 
 
On Saturday, Rep. Frederica Wilson will participate in the “Speak Out for Good Jobs Now” Tour 
in Miami. Rep. Wilson will be joined by Rep. Raul Grijalva (AZ-7), Rep. Keith Ellison (MN-5), 
Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-19), State Senator Oscar Braynon, State Representative Dwight Bullard, 
and others. The listening tour will focus on the need for good jobs in local communities. The 
event will take place on Saturday July 16th, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Lehman Theater in the 
Arts Complex, North Campus, Miami-Dade Community College, 11380 NW 27th Ave, Miami, 
FL 33167. 
 
FORMER MIAMI-DADE REP. KENDRICK MEEK NOMINATED FOR U.N. POST 



  
On Monday, July 11th, President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate former 
Miami-Dade County Congressman Kendrick B. Meek as Representative of the United States of 
America to the Sixty-sixth Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations.  From 2002 
to 2010, Meek represented the 17th Congressional District, a seat now held by Rep. Frederica 
Wilson.   
 
SEN. NELSON PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR KIDS EXPOSED TO LEAD 
 
Sen. Nelson sent a letter to Health and Human Services Sec. Katherine Sebelius and EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson prior to visiting the Jessie Trice Community Health Center on 
Friday, where county officials have been conducting free blood tests on kids who may have been 
exposed to lead in the soil at Olinda Park.  Sen. Nelson’s letter and visit was intended to offer up 
any and all possible federal support in the ongoing testing and cleanup.  County officials have 
sent out 22,000 fliers in the community and so far have tested 135 kids.  None have tested 
positive.   
 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS  
  
Last week, the House Ways and Means Committee held its "mock" mark up of the pending 
FTAs with South Korea, Columbia and Panama.  The Committee approved their draft version on 
the implementing bills which did not include a renewal of the expired Trade Adjustment 
Assistance (TAA) benefits.  While Chairman Camp (MI) supports an extension of TAA benefits, 
he agreed not include it in their draft bills.   
  
By party-line votes of 22 to 15, the committee approved amended versions of the draft 
implementing language for the Panama and South Korea trade agreements.  The Colombia draft 
bill was approved 22 to 14 along party lines.  The implementing bills were amended by voice 
vote to ensure that they comply with pay-as-you-go budget rules. 
  
The Senate Finance Committee also approved their draft versions of the FTA implementing bills 
in a "mock" mark up today as well.  The South Korea implementing bill included the 
controversial extension of TAA benefits.  The committee approved that bill by a 13 to 11 vote.  
The Panama agreement passed by a vote of 22 to 2.  The Columbia agreement passed by a vote 
of 18 to 6.   
  
The draft implementing bills will be forwarded to the Administration for their review.  Under the 
President's "fast track" authority, the mark ups are only informal and nonbinding on the 
Administration.  The mark ups allow members to express their concerns and make suggestions 
for changes.  However, the Administration will prepare the final implementing bills for the three 
FTAs and submit them to Congress for an up-or-down vote.  Members cannot amend or 
filibuster the bills. 
  
OIA will continue to follow the development of the bills and monitor the Administration’s plans 
to submit them to the Hill for consideration.  Once the President transmits them to the Congress, 
they have no more than 90 days to approve the agreements. 



  
DEBT CEILING TALKS IN LIMBO 
  
President Obama and Congressional leadership continue to work on a deal to raise the debt 
ceiling before the August 2nd deadline.  The debt ceiling issue has monopolized Congress for 
weeks and will continue to do so until a deal is reached.  A compromise plan has been proposed 
by Senate Leaders Reid (NV) and McConnell (KY), however, Sen. DeMint (SC) has stated that 
he will “use every tool in Senate to stop passage of 'Plan B' blank check debt limit increase…”  
Some economists predict that a failure to complete a deal or do nothing before the deadline could 
result in a second recession (or worse) as well as detrimentally harming the world economy.    
 
MIAMI-DADE PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCY 
  
OIA continues to work with the Miami-Dade County Congressional delegation regarding 
funding discrepancies with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). At 
issue are provisions within the FY 2009 THUD Appropriations Act which required HUD to 
rescind $750 million in unspent Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) funds from 2400 
public housing authorities.  Earlier this year, MDPHA discovered that the $43 million recaptured 
from MDPHA was the second largest recapture amount of the top ten programs experiencing 
recapture in the country.  The amount was also disproportionate in relation to the size of the 
other PHA's respective HCV programs.  Chairman Martinez has sent two letters to HUD 
Secretary Shaun Donovan requesting a full and adequate explanation and accounting of their 
decision.   
  
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart continues to be a strong leader on this issue, having expressed his 
concerns recently in a meeting with Assistant Secretary of HUD Peter Kovar, and continuing to 
push HUD for a meeting on this issue with MDPHA. 
  
Director Gregg Fortner, OIA and the federal lobbying team will continue to seek an acceptable 
response and resolution from HUD and will keep other delegation staff informed as the issue 
evolves. 
 
CLIMATE COMMUNITIES WEEKLY CALL 
  
Today’s Climate Communities Seminar focused on the use of Qualified Energy Conservation 
Bonds (QECBs) to fund residential energy efficiency loan programs. QECBs are federally 
subsidized debt instruments that enable state, tribal, and local government issuers to borrow 
money to fund qualified energy conservation projects. QECBs allow issuers to fund low-interest 
energy efficiency loans for home and commercial units at very attractive borrowing rates. 
QECBs have $3.2 billion of issuance capacity and approximately 15% of this amount has been 
issued to date.  
 
The U.S. Treasury Department allocated QECB issuance capacity to States based on population. 
States were tasked with sub-allocating a portion of its issuance capacity to municipalities with 
populations greater than 100,000. Qualified projects are defined broadly and include: energy 
efficiency capital expenditures in public buildings that reduce energy consumption by at least 



20%; renewable energy production; energy related research and development; street lighting 
upgrades; efficiency/energy reduction measures for mass transit; green communities programs. 
Anyone interested in learning more about QECB funding or application procedures can contact: 
Mark Zimring, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (mzimring@lbl.gov/510-495-2088). 
 
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES FOR 2012 PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 
  
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED WILL RUN: 
  
Michele Bachmann – Minnesota Congresswoman 
Herman Cain – former CEO of Godfather’s Pizza 
Newt Gingrich – former Speaker of the House 
Jon Huntsman – former Gov. of Utah & former Ambassador to China 
Gary Johnson – former Gov. of New Hampshire 
Ron Paul – Texas Congressman 
Tim Pawlenty – former Gov. of Minnesota 
Mitt Romney – former Gov. of Massachusetts 
Rick Santorum – former Sen. from Pennsylvania 
Thaddeus McCotter – Michigan Congressman 
  
YET TO OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCE: 
  
Rudy Giuliani – former Mayor of New York City 
Sarah Palin – former Gov. of Alaska 
Rick Perry – Gov. of Texas 
Buddy Roemer – former Gov. of Louisiana 
 
NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR:  JULY 18 – JULY 22 
  
The House & Senate will be in session. 


