
WEEKLY WASHINGTON MAY 16TH THROUGH MAY 20TH, 2011  
 
Below is an informal overview of the Weekly Washington activities of the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs. 
 
*The House was in recess this week and several members of the Miami-Dade Congressional 
delegation were conducting official business abroad.*  
 
 
HAITIANS IN THE U.S. RECEIVE TPS EXTENSION  
  
Haitian immigrants who have entered the U.S. since the earthquake will be temporarily allowed 
to extend their stay.  Last week, Rep. Federica Wilson hand delivered a letter to the President 
requesting the extension. The letter was signed by over 50 members of Congress, urging the 
administration to grant extensions to thousands of Haitians victimized by the aftermath of the 
2010 earthquake, whose safety would be at risk if deported. Following the announcement of the 
extension, Rep. Wilson applauded the President and Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Secretary, Janet Napolitano.  
  
DHS is also taking action to provide humanitarian assistance, and will publish a notice in the 
Federal Register that is meant to suspend the regulatory requirements related to Haitian F-1 
students suffering economic hardships because of the quake. These students will be allowed to 
work more hours and take a lighter course load.  
  
Napolitano, announced that this Temporary Protected Status (TPS), will grant beneficiaries an 
18-month stay in the U.S., and will become effective on July 23. Haitians who arrived in the U.S. 
after January 12, 2011 or have been convicted of criminal activity will not qualify for TPS.  
  
PORT OF MIAMI DEEP DREDGE 
 
OIA and the Seaport have been working closely with our Senators, House Members and the 
Governor's Office and are pleased to report the U.S. Senate and House Appropriations 
Committees have approved a key phase of the project - the modified Preliminary Engineering 
and Design (PED) funding agreement.  PED agreements allow the Corps to conduct the 
necessary planning and study prior to construction occurring.  This modified PED would allow 
the Seaport to contribute the approximately $1 million necessary for completion of the PED 
phase.    

Earlier this year, after Governor Rick Scott directed the Florida Department of Transportation to 
modify its work plan to include the approximately $77 million necessary to complete the deep 
dredge, the plan required the necessary approvals from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Committees before it could move forward.  Last 
month, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers forwarded letters to the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees, seeking the committees’ approval for the Port of Miami to provide 
the remainder of the funds needed to complete the PED phase of the deep dredge project.   
 
OIA will continue working closely with members of the Administration, Miami-Dade 



congressional delegation and the House and Senate appropriations committees to ensure 
expeditious review and approval of the very important construction phase of the project, which 
will again require congressional appropriators and the Office of Management and Budget to sign 
off on the construction amendment. 

CHAIRMAN MARTINEZ URGES STRONG SUPPORT FOR UASI FUNDING 
 
Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners Chairman Joe Martinez joined mayors from 
throughout the country, including Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado, in a letter to U.S. House 
Appropriations Chairman Hal Rogers (KY) which strongly opposes the FY 2012 House 
Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee action to limit the funds 
provided under section 2003 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 604) to the top 10 
highest risk urban areas.  Currently, Miami-Dade County and City of Miami receive funding 
under this program; however, under the provisions of this bill, they are one of the jurisdictions 
that would be removed from the funding list.  (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER) 
 
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 
  
The Grant Programs Directorate (GPD) and National Preparedness Directorate (NPD) within the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Program 
Guidance that provides details on 12 of the Department’s FY 2011 preparedness grant programs.  
The Miami/Fort Lauderdale area was allocated $9,646,226 under the Urban Areas Security 
Initiative (UASI), including $2,633,298 for the Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention 
Activities Minimum.  The UASI program provides $662,622,100 to address the unique planning, 
organization, equipment, training, and exercise needs of 31 high-threat, high-density urban areas, 
and assists them in building an enhanced and sustainable capacity to prevent, protect against, 
respond to, and recover from acts of terrorism.  Per the 9/11 Act, states are required to ensure 
that at least 25 percent (25%) of UASI appropriated funds are dedicated towards law 
enforcement terrorism prevention activities. 
  
The Port of Miami was allocated $2,176,413 for the FY 2011 Port Security Grant Program 
(PSGP). The PSGP provides $235,029,000 for transportation infrastructure security activities to 
implement Area Maritime Transportation Security Plans and facility security plans among port 
authorities, facility operators, and state and local government agencies required to provide port 
security services.  The purpose of the FY 2011 PSGP is to support increased port-wide risk 
management; enhanced domain awareness; conduct training and exercises; expansion of port 
recovery and resiliency capabilities; and further capabilities to prevent, detect, respond to, and 
recover from attacks involving improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and other non-conventional 
weapons. 
  
As part of the Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS), which provides $34,929,932 to 
support the integration of emergency management, health, and medical systems into a 
coordinated response to mass casualty incidents caused by any hazard, Miami and Hialeah along 
with Fort Lauderdale, Jacksonville, Orlando, St. Petersburg, and Tampa were allocated 
$1,971,851 to be split between each entity.  Successful MMRS grantees reduce the consequences 
of a mass casualty incident during the initial period of a response by having augmented existing 
local operational response systems before an incident occurs. 



3% WITHHOLDING 
  
On Thursday, May 26, 2011 at 10:00AM, the House Small Business Committee Subcommittee 
on Contracting and Workforce will hold a hearing entitled, "Defer No More: The Need to Repeal 
the 3% Withholding Provision."  The hearing, chaired by Mick Mulvaney (SC), will examine the 
effect of Section 511 of the Tax Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005, which will require 
federal, state and local governments to withhold 3% from all payments for goods and services 
purchased from small businesses. The Subcommittee will consider witness testimony that 
Section 511 will: cost more to implement than it would generate in revenue; restrict the already 
tight cash flow of small companies; and result in job loss.  OIA coordinated delivery of Miami-
Dade County Commissioner Sally Heyman’s statement for the record to be filed with the 
committee along with official testimony on this issue.  (PLEASE SEE ATTACHED 
STATEMENT) 
  
Witnesses include: Rep. Wally Herger, Brian George, Deputy Director, Office of Cost, Pricing & 
Finance, U.S. Department of Defense, Curtis M. Loftis Jr., Treasurer, State of South Carolina, 
Mike Murphy, President, Turner Murphy Construction, Associated General Contractors, Ian 
Frost, Principal, EEE Consulting, Inc., American Council of Engineering Companies, and James 
M. Gaffney, President, Goshen Mechanical Inc., Quality Construction Alliance.  Currently, H.R. 
674 has 116 co-sponsors; S.164 has thirteen, and S. 89 has seven.   
  
There is strong support in the Senate for the repeal; however, the coalition will continue to focus 
its advocacy efforts toward Senate Finance Committee members, former House co-sponsors and 
small business committee members. 
 
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AEROSPACE SHOW  
  
Beacon Council and OIA continue to focus on providing delegation members and staff with 
information and advocacy tools regarding the proposed Miami International Aerospace Show.  
Beacon Council and OIA provided congressional and executive branch staff with a ‘white paper’ 
on the proposal, to help ensure senior officials are aware of the status of the project prior to the 
2011 Paris Air Show.  
  
SEN. RUBIO BILL ALLOWS STATES TO RETURN FEDERAL MONEY  
  
Senator Marco Rubio has proposed the Returned Exclusively for Unpaid National Debt 
(REFUND) Act, which would allow states to return unwanted federal money to the U.S. 
Treasury Department to help decrease the national debt. The new measure would give states the 
flexibility to designate funds as “unwanted,” allowing the unused funds to be set aside for debt 
reduction purposes. A detailed report itemizing contributions from each state will be submitted to 
Congress on an annual basis. A companion bill, H.R. 1358, has already been presented to 
Congress by Rep. Denny Rehberg (MT). 
 
SEN. NELSON AND SEN. RUBIO INTRODUCE NEW TAX BILL 
 
On Tuesday, May 18, Senators Bill Nelson and Marc Rubio introduced new tax legislation that 



will create a new IRS form for senior citizens. The bill has been endorsed by the American 
Association of Retired Persons, the 60 plus Association, Americans for Tax Reform and the 
National Taxpayer Union and will create new 1040SR forms, and will allow senior citizens to 
file for Social Security benefits, dividends, capital gains, and interest in a much easier way. The 
bill, named the Seniors Tax Simplification Act, allows seniors to file all their income on one 
simple form. The House companion bill is sponsored by Rep. John Flemming (LA).  
  
REVIEW OF FLORIDA LAW PROHIBITING TRAVEL TO TERRORIST STATES  
 
The U.S. Supreme Court is preparing to review the Florida law that denies state colleges and 
universities access to funds for travel to countries that support terror. These countries include 
Cuba, Iran, Sudan and Syria. District Judge, Patricia Seitz, declared the law unconstitutional in 
2008, and currently, the law is being further challenged by the ACLU, the University of South 
Florida, the University of Florida and Florida International University. The Obama 
Administration has been called upon to delineate its stance on the issue, as the administration is 
currently considering expanding travel to Cuba. Some have argued that the law allows the state 
to maintain their own foreign policies, independent of the federal government. Arguments are 
slated to begin this fall. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY DIRECTOR ATTENDS DOE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
CLEAN ENERGY SUMMIT 
  
Susanne M. Torriente, Sustainability Director for Miami-Dade County attended the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s State and Local Government Clean Energy Summit, on Wednesday, 
May 18 and Thursday, May 19 in Washington, DC.  This summit is the first in a series of policy-
focused meetings for federal, state and local energy efficiency and renewable energy leaders to 
maintain and grow the successes achieved during the Recovery Act period. By May, states and 
local governments will be close to spending 50% of the historic investment in energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and related job creation through the State Energy Program and Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program and developing related programs and policies. 
The summit will focused on the lessons learned to date and critical initiatives for the ensuing 
year and beyond. 
 
SEN. NELSON SENDS LETTER TO SEC. CLINTON REGARDING OFFSHORE OIL 
DRILLING IN CUBA 
  
Senator Bill Nelson sent a letter to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on Thursday asking her 
pressure Spain through diplomatic channels to delay offshore oil drilling in Cuba by a Spanish 
company.  In the letter, Senator Nelson says, “I am concerned that there may be drilling off the 
coast of Cuba as early as this summer, threatening Florida’s environment and tourism-driven 
economy, not to mention U.S. national interests.  The Spanish oil company Repsol, in a 
consortium that includes companies from Norway, India and Italy, is expected to drill a deep-
water exploratory well roughly 20 miles northeast of Havana — in the currents that run up our 
Eastern Seaboard and very close to the fragile Florida Keys and south Florida beaches.”   Senator 
Nelson introduced the Gulf Stream Protection Act of 2011 which would require oil companies 
that do business with Cuba to at least comply with all U.S. safety regulations. 



2012 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
  
Former Arkansas Governor and Fox News personality Mike Huckabee announced that he will 
not seek the Republican nomination for President in 2012.  He joins corporate titan and reality 
television star Donald Trump as prospective nominees who have decided against running.  
Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich announced last week that he’s running for 
president.  Gingrich, who retired from Congress in 1999, and Rep. Ron Paul are the only 
Republican candidates who have formally announced their intention to run against President 
Obama.  Former Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty is expected to formally announce his 
candidacy on Monday in Iowa. 
  
CALENDAR 
  
The House and Senate will both convene next week for legislative business. 
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