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ing a new series of recre-
ational team tennis events,
under the mantra “Bring
Your Own Team.” Dubbed
Team Tennis Challenges,
these two- and three-day
tournaments are a more
fun, open recreational for-
mat for teams to play.

Teams from anywhere in
Florida can register for the
inaugural State Team Ten-
nis Challenge July 26-28 at
the Florida Tennis Center.
Four regional Team Tennis
Challenges will follow in
the fall across the state. US-
TA members and non-mem-
bers can participate, with
USTA members receiving a
$10 discount on registration.

“We have seen consistent
demand across Florida for
more open, recreational for-

mats of play,” said USTA
Florida Associate Executive
Director Andy McFarland.
“The new USTA Florida
Team Tennis Challenges of-
fer fewer restrictions, allow-
ing more teams to partici-
pate. They also give players

who are not yet USTA mem-
bers the opportunity to ex-
perience our events and
programs, while offering a
clear value proposition for
our junior members.”

To participate in the State
Team Tennis Challenge,

teams must have a mini-
mum of two boys and two
girls and no more than
eight players per team. Age
divisions include 12U, 14U,
16U, and 18U, and there are
three skill divisions: novice,
intermediate and ad-
vanced, with short-set scor-
ing utilized.

Participation is limited,
and USTA Florida strongly

encourages coaches to reg-
ister teams early to ensure
their place in this landmark
event.

More info, including a
link to register, is online at
www.USTAFlorida.com/
teamtennischallenges. You

can also connect with USTA
Florida via Facebook and
Twitter using the hashtag
#BYOTeamTennis.
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MORNING MILE

Nearly 400 Miami-Dade
Parks’ summer campers
gathered at Goulds Park for
inspiration and exercise as
part of an expanded Morn-
ing Mile program sponsored
by AvMed Health Plans.

Former Miami Heat point
guard and five-time NBA
All-Star Tim Hardaway,
Olympic coach and Univer-
sity of Miami director of
track & field and cross-
country Amy Deem, track
and field student-athletes
from the University of Mi-
ami, Olympic hurdler Ber-
shawn Jackson, Fitz Koehler
from Fitzness International,
Pat Nelson from AvMed
Health Plans, and Deputy
Chief of Staff Helena Sump-
ter from the Office of Mi-
ami-Dade County District 9
Commissioner Dennis C.
Moss, shared personal sto-
ries, stretched and led the
children as they embarked
on the “100 for 100 Chal-

lenge” with the goal of each
camper running 100 miles
by summer’s end.

Now available at all 42 Mi-
ami-Dade Parks’ summer
camps, the Morning Mile
program, developed by Fitz-
ness International, incentiv-
izes children to get moving
each morning with a run, jog
or walk. Children receive
collectible necklace charms
for every five miles logged
as they strive to receive the
coveted “100” mile charm.

As part of the “100 for 100
Challenge”, local companies
are encouraged to donate
$100 to the non-profit Parks
Foundation of Miami-Dade
for each child who reaches
the 100-mile milestone. 

Dollars are donated to the
Fit2Play Scholarship Fund,
matched 100-percent, and
provide children in need
with scholarships to attend
after-school and summer
camp programs.

For information on the
“100 for 100 Challenge” and
how your organization can
get involved, e-mail vmal
lette@miamidade.gov or
call 305-755-7804.

ON THE RUN: Nearly 400 Miami-Dade Parks’ summer campers gathered at Goulds Park for inspiration and
exercise as part of an expanded Morning Mile program sponsored by AvMed Health Plans. Former Heat
point guard Tim Hardaway, Olympic Coach and University of Miami Director of Track & Field and Cross
Country Amy Deem, track and field student-athletes from the University of Miami, Olympic hurdler
Bershawn Jackson and others participated with the campers.
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About this feature
Sports Scene is a Miami Herald feature that spotlights
news and notes from all youth sports activities in your
neighborhood. The aim of the section is to feature game
notes from any sport and the accomplishments of athletes
from Miami-Dade County.

We rely on the directors and coaches of each league to
send information for Sports Scene. We also accept photos,
but we ask that everyone pictured be identified with a first
and last name and the name of the team or park they
represent.

The section is free and open to anyone. Email sports
scene@MiamiHerald.com.

Be honored at Marlins game
In an effort to recognize deserving South Florida youth
baseball and softball players for doing well in school and
displaying sportsmanship on the diamond, the Miami
Marlins have once again partnered
with The Miami Herald to co-sponsor
the Team Player spotlight on the
Sunday Youth Sports pages in the
Neighbors section of The Miami Herald
in print and online.

Youth league coaches, team repre-
sentatives, teachers, friends or family members can nom-
inate any current or former youth league (recreation or
travel), middle school or junior varsity baseball/softball
player who displays sportsmanship and has good grades
or academic gains. Honored players - selected by random
drawing - will be invited to a Marlins game where they will
receive a certificate of achievement and a Marlins item
during a recognition ceremony at Marlins Park.

To nominate someone, e-mail jvarsallone@miamiher-
ald.com or call 954-538-7153.




