
Digital TV Shopping Guide 
 

 Make sure it has a digital tuner.  Check the labeling on the box.  Verify with the 
salesperson. 

 

 Watch out for Consumer Alerts.  By law, beginning March 1, 2007, all television 
reception devices (including TVs, VCRs, DVRs, etc.) imported into the U.S. or shipped in 
interstate commerce must contain a digital tuner. Retailers may continue to sell analog-only 
devices from existing inventory, but must prominently display on or near the analog-only device a 
Consumer Alert label with this advisory:  

 
Consumer Alert 

This television receiver has only an analog broadcast tuner and will require a converter 
box after February 17, 2009, to receive over-the-air broadcasts with an antenna because of 
the Nation’s transition to digital broadcasting. Analog-only TVs should continue to work as 
before with cable and satellite TV services, gaming consoles, VCRs, DVD players, and 
similar products. For more information, call the Federal Communications Commission at 1-
888-225-5322 (TTY: 1-888-835-5322) or visit the Commission’s digital television website at: 
www.dtv.gov. 

 
 

 Know your options.  There are a variety of choices in DTV screens.  Today, the primary 
options are:  Cathode ray tube (CRT) screens – traditional color television screens updated for 
digital; Rear Projection TVs – rear projection TVs can create brilliant, wide angle pictures on ever-
larger screens; LCD screens - are very thin and produce extremely clear pictures but are currently 
expensive and limited in size; Plasma screens - create a bright, clear picture up to enormous sizes 
while remaining very thin. 

 
Common quality levels of digital television programming: 
• Standard Definition TV (SDTV) - SDTV is the basic level of quality display and resolution for 

both analog and digital. Transmission of SDTV may be in either the traditional (4:3) or 
widescreen (16:9) format. 
 

• Enhanced Definition TV (EDTV) - EDTV is a step up from Analog Television. EDTV comes in 
480p widescreen (16:9) or traditional (4:3) format and provides better picture quality than 
SDTV, but not as high as HDTV. 
 

• High Definition TV (HDTV) - HDTV in widescreen format (16:9) provides the highest resolution 
and picture quality of all digital broadcast formats. Combined with digitally enhanced sound 
technology, HDTV sets new standards for sound and picture quality in television. (Note: HDTV 
and digital TV are not the same thing -- HDTV is one format of digital TV.) 

 

 Check the connections of your other TV devices.  Digital television sets are 
“backward compatible,” meaning existing analog equipment (VCRs, DVD players, camcorders, 
video games, etc.) will work on digital TV sets. However, their video will only be displayed in the 
maximum resolution that is available with each analog product.  Manufacturers are producing a 
number of different connectors to hook equipment together and improve picture and sound quality 
when DTVs are used with existing analog equipment. 


