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Background of the MDRCC

1992: Resolution  #214-92 established Recycling 
Management Committee and guidelines
2003: Resolution # 374-03 reestablished Committee as the 
Miami-Dade Resource Conservation Committee (MDRCC)
Primary Goals:

Educating County employees about waste reduction, 
recycling, and environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP)
Promoting and facilitating activities in waste reduction, 
recycling, and environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP)
Collecting information and promoting successes in the above-
mentioned activities



Legislative Mandates

EPA Resource Conservation Recovery Act of 1976
Florida Solid Waste Management Act of 1988 
Florida Statute 403.7065 
Federal Executive Order 13101 
Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) 



MDRCC Responsibilities

Identify opportunities for waste reduction, resource 
conservation and recycling in County departments 
and operations
Make recommendations to further progress  in these 
areas
Help educate employees and departments and 
promote accomplishments
Collect data from all departments and prepare an 
annual report documenting departments’ activities 
and accomplishments



Current Efforts

Website 
(http://www.miamidade.gov/derm/Conservation/)
Annual Report 
4 Subcommittees

Recycling
Education & Marketing
Electronics Recycling
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP or “Green 
Purchasing”)



MDRCC Website

http://www.miamidade.gov/derm/Conservation/



What is Environmentally Preferable or 
“Green” Purchasing?

EPP Products or Services:
Have lesser or reduced effect on human health & 
environment
Are comparable with competing products or services 
that serve the same purpose 

Considers:
Raw materials acquisition 
Production & manufacturing 
Packaging & distribution 
Reuse

Operation

Maintenance

Disposal



Green Purchasing Benefits

Reduced environmental impact
Reduced impacts on human health
Often result in reduced lifecycle costs
Improved public image



Common Misconceptions Dispelled

Life-cycle costing often reveals savings overall
Many companies offering “greener” alternatives of 
their products
Many companies offering quality products
Many resources and examples available



Green Purchasing Strategies

Modifying specifications and requirements that award 
contracts to lowest bidder
Buying products with the lowest life cycle cost
Permitting purchasers to apply price preferences for 
“green” products
Adopting best value purchasing practices



Many Programs Already
Experiencing Success

King County, Washington
Santa Monica, California
State of Massachusetts
Portland, Oregon
Boulder, Colorado
Lee County, Florida
Miami-Dade, Florida



Road Striping Change in Lee County, FL

Changed to Latex, Lead-free paint 
No more hazardous solvent or waste to store & 
dispose of 
Health benefits to workers
Environmental benefits
Reduced costs



Examples in Miami-Dade County

Replacement of standard equipment with more energy 
efficient equipment
Replacement of standard 35 mm cameras with digital 
cameras
Language in janitorial contracts for cleaning products 
Utilizing CDs for Annual Financial Report distribution 
instead of paper 
Recapping of tires in GSA Fleet Management



What Can You Do?

Learn more by visiting the RCC Website at 
http://www.miamidade.gov/derm/Conservation/
Look for opportunities within your departments 
Communicate with your department’s MDRCC 
representative (or become one yourself!)


