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On Friday, February 6th, 2015, in my capacity as the county commissioner for District 7, I met with the 
Key Biscayne Village Council. After conferring with Mayor Peña Lindsay, the councilmen and residents, 
we summarized ideas for the Rickenbacker Causeway into three phases (short-term, interim, long-term):  

Phase 1 

My resolution calling for the physical separation between vehicle lanes and bicycle trails was forwarded 
to the Board of County Commissioners with a favorable recommendation by the Metropolitan Services 
Committee.  The county administration is charged with identifying funds, and developing and 
beginning the implementation of a plan within 45 days.  We also continue to support the Miami-Dade 
Public Works project set to begin in May that will moderately narrow the vehicle lanes and widen the 
bicycle path along Crandon. 

Periodic DUI checkpoints on the Rickenbacker and MacArthur Causeways are a priority and we hope 
to begin enforcement as soon as possible with the support of State Attorney Katherine Fernandez 
Rundle (see letter attached).  

Phase 2 

In the interim, I support the preliminary concept put forth by the Public Works department which shows 
the conversion of the third lane on Virginia Key into a buffered, shared lane for road bikes and cars, at a 
reduced speed limit. The advantage of this frontage lane would be two-fold: visitors to Virginia Key are 
funneled into a dedicated lane, freeing the main lanes for commuter traffic, and we are able to enforce a 
toll on cyclists that choose to use the lane instead of the pedestrian path.   

This phase also calls for the implementation of an electronic enforcement system across the three 
jurisdictions responsible for the Causeway. I suggest remote traffic monitoring that supplies real-time 
video footage of speed infractions and license plate details to the nearest jurisdiction for enforcement.  

Phase 3 

We will conduct a national competition to select a world-class design that reimagines the Causeway to 
meet the needs of the millions of commuters, visitors, cyclists and pedestrians that enjoy the  
Rickenbacker and Key Biscayne each year.  

We will also create an independent Rickenbacker Causeway Authority to enhance coordination between 
the three jurisdictions.  

Phase 2 and Phase 3 could be compressed if we’re able to move quickly on reaching a consensus about 
the scope and funding of the design competition. The future of the Rickenbacker Causeway is still in the 
planning process and I continue to encourage input from the community.  However, on matters of public 
safety, we should remember that expediency is essential. 





Rough conceptual sketch for Rickenbacker Causeway                                                 

provided by Miami-Dade Department of Public Works 














