












































Executive Summary

3. . Transportation

The South Dade Area is .ser‘ved in the north/south direction by U.S. 1 _
which is the main arterial that runs from the Downtown area to Florida
City and the Florida Keys.

U.S. 1 is characterized by levels of service (LOS) that range from LOS
F at peak hours north of Kendall Drive to I-95, to LOS B from Quail
Roost Drive to Florida City.

State Road 874 and the Homestead Extension of the Florida Turnpike S.R.
821, also serve as north-south arterials. These expressways penetrate the
more westerly developments and provide a connection to U. S. 1.

- Feeding off U.S. 1, a number of east/ west collectors serve the South Dade

Area. Among them are Kendall Drive, S.W. 152 Street and Quail Roost
Drive (S.W. 184 Street.) .

Post Hurricane traffic levels of service for the South Dade Area have
experienced a marked increase. According to the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) conditions have worsened as percentages of travel
trips have increased from roughly 8.5% to 30%. '

The Florida East Coast Railroad rights-of-way running parallel to U.S. 1
serves as the Metrorail transit corridor from Downtown to the Dadeland
Station. This rights-of-way continues all the way to Florida City.
Presently the Florida Department of Transportation is in the final
engineering design phase for an Express Bus Line which would run along
the Florida East Coast Railroad rights-of-way from the Metrorail Dadeland
South Station to Homestead. This project, with a proposed bus feeder
system at each major intersection, would become the major transit link to
the South Dade Area.

There is the possibility of additional federal funds being available to
construct an on-grade rail line along the Florida East Coast Railroad right-
of-way, yet these funds have not been earmarked by the Federal
Government. The Board of County Commissioners would also need to
make this project a priority within the County’s Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) If this project reaches fruition, the location
of the stations will be the key for development of the adjacent areas. This
transition would become the most important regional project that would
impact development in the area.
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Executive Summary

> L '_
Transportation improvements to South Dade could be one of the key.
elements to economic revitalization in the area.

General Population Characteristics

According to Dade County’s Planning Department, p'ri'or to Hurricane

~Andrew about 18% of the County’s population lived in South Dade. This
- population included mainly, family households (younger families) as

opposed to elderly persons (over 65). There is a diverse representation
from different cultural communities in the area.

Rates of homeownershlp are 67% hlgher than the County average of |
47%.

According to the 1990 Census, labor force participation rates were higher
in South Dade (70%) than in the balance of the County (64%), and
unemployment rates were generally lower thart in the rest of the County.
This is due to the larger percentage of workmg age persons living-in the
area.

Median household income in South Dade was estimated at $37,778 which
is higher than the County’s median income of $26,909. The southern area:

. has much lower income levels.

Population patterns have been drastically changed since Hurricane

- Andrew. Some people have moved out of the South Dade Area

temporarily or in some instances permanently. This shift of population has
been north all the way to Broward County, where housing is available at
lower prices than in the rest of Dade County.

Others in the heavily damaged areas have received insurance money for -
their properties, paid off the mortgage and abandoned their properties or
put them up for sale. Many others are still in the slow rebuilding process.,
Reports prepared by the Metro-Dade Planning Department indicate that
Hurricane Andrew resulted in the loss of 47,100 housing units in South
Dade, and the dislocation of 101,000 persons in the four months following
the storm. About 44,000 relocated in other parts of Dade County and

57 OOO moved out of the county.
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Executive Summary

~ Decisions made in relation to the future of HAFB will have great impact

J

The damage to Homestead Air Force Base has also caused a major change
in the number of military personnel living at or near the Homestead Air
Force Base (HAFB). Most of the active duty military personnel have been
moved to other bases and await orders to move their families. The HAFB
was listed in the Base Realignment and Closure Commission as one of the
bases to be closed. HAFB has since received a reprieve in that it will be
rebuilt on a somewhat smaller scale. The reuse of the site will include
both military and commercial purposes.

not only on the population of the area but also on the economy of South

‘Dade.

Ec'onomy

The South Dade Area’s economy has been based primarily on agrlculture '
tourism and the activity at Homestead Air Force Base

South Dade’s prime agricultural lands, the Redlands, stretch west from the
urbanized area to the Everglades. These farmlands have produced annual
sales of $540 million and have been in the top five winter vegetable

production areas in the United States. The largest portion of South Dade’s -

economy was based on agricultural services.

“Tourism has also been a major aspect in the economy of South Dade given

the proximity of the Everglades National Park and the Biscayne National
Park. There were approximately 2.8 million visitors to these parks in
1992. '

It is estimated that Homestead Air Force Base contributed $480 million
annually to the local economy. Community based groups, together with
government officials, participated in the formulation of reuse plans for

HAFB. As the base was finally removed from the base closure list, the -

Homestead Air Force Base Regional Economic Impact and Redevelopment
Committee has taken the leadership to plan for the future use of the base.
A strategic plan has been developed for the economic redevelopment both
of the Homestead Air Force Base site as well as the area around the base.

18-





