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Dear Neighbors and Friends: 
  
I invite you to read this month's newsletter where you will find information about
upcoming community events, county services, April in review and other important
legislative updates.
  
May God bless you and your families today and always!
  
 Sincerely,

  
Esteban Bovo, Jr. 
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Miami, Florida 33128 
(305) 375-4831 

Fax: (305) 375-2011

Alex Annuziato
Legislative Director

AlexA@miamidade.gov
  

Christopher Ferreira
Commission Aide

ChrisF@miamidade.gov 

Events Around Town
  

Hialeah
10th and 24th- City Council

Meeting 
  

Miami Lakes
  3rd- Town Council Meeting    

 
Palm Springs North

10th- Civic Association Meeting
 

Town Calendars  

Miami Lakes Hialeah

Stay Connected
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Beginning April 9, 2016, patrons at
Amelia Earhart Park will pay parking

fees by phone!



fees by phone!
New app makes entry to the park faster and easier.

Beginning Saturday, April 9, 2016, Amelia Earhart Park patrons will be able to pay
parking fees by phone via "PayByPhone." The PayByPhone app is the most convenient
way to pay parking fees, and will offer patrons quicker and easier access to the park.
 
Patrons can register their vehicles at PayByPhone.com, or call 1-866-234-7275. To
access using a mobile device, just download the PayByPhone. Fees may also be paid
by credit card or cash. 

The all-day, flat rate parking fee for Amelia Earhart Park is $7/car and $15/RV. Parking
fees are only apply on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.
 
Amelia Earhart Park is located at 401 E. 65th Street in Hialeah. For more information,
contact the park office at 305-685-8389 or visit the web page.
 
Miami-Dade Parks is a world-class parks system supported by the Parks Foundation of
Miami-Dade and focused on Placemaking, Health and Fitness, and Conservation and

Stewardship.

How to Start a Neighborhood Watch group to deter
crime 

Neighborhood Watch members learn when to call police about a suspicious person or
vehicle

They set up a phone chain in the neighborhood

Police: Don't intervene if you see a crime in progress. Let them handle it.
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BY CARMEN CALDWELL

Special to the Miami Herald

Starting a Neighborhood Watch is not hard but it takes dedication for it to

work properly. Since I have had lots of requests lately, let me share how we

have been doing it for the last 40 years.

1. When a resident calls our office - Citizens' Crime Watch of Miami-Dade - we

take a request for service, listing all their information and concerns. This way,

we forward them to the appropriate law enforcement department crime

prevention unit or neighborhood resource officers.

2. The Neighborhood Watch meetings, which last about an hour, are held

usually at 7 p.m. weekdays.

3. The meeting preferably is held at someone's home in the neighborhood. In

some areas, this may not be possible because of crime issues, so we try to find

a safe location nearby - a church, a clubhouse or in some cases, the middle of

the street. For those who live in apartment buildings, we have held meetings in

parking lots.

4. Once a meeting date has been established with the police officer and the

host, a flier and brochure are distributed to neighbors. English, Spanish and

Creole versions are available.

5. The night of the meeting, the police officer and someone from my office

attends. The officer provides information regarding crime trends, crime

statistics, his role as a community officer and what his department is doing to

assist the community.

He also discusses alarm issues, as well as how and when to call the police.

The officer teaches residents what information is needed when calling police

about a suspicious person or vehicle, including what to do and not do. The

officer always tells residents who see a crime in progress or suspicious

person not to intervene. That is for the police to do.

6. Our coordinator explains how to set up a phone chain - a collection of

phone numbers, addresses and special needs or information pertinent to their

homes. When the phone chain is completed, it is shared with all neighbors

participating in the crime watch. This is the most crucial part of Neighborhood

Watch because it's how everyone stays in touch. Once the Neighborhood

Watch is organized, we provide Crime Watch signs, house stickers and T-



Watch is organized, we provide Crime Watch signs, house stickers and T-

shirts, at no cost to anyone since we are funded by your tax dollars.

Implementing a Neighborhood Watch is not easy. It takes dedication and

"sweat equity,'' but as the thousands already involved note, it's the best thing

that can happen to a neighborhood.

The above steps may differ for some municipalities that implement their own

programs. At the local and national level, properly trained Neighborhood

Watch members do not "patrol," do not carry "weapons," and do not

"intervene" at any time. They are strictly law enforcement's "eyes and ears."

Carmen Caldwell is executive director of the Citizens' Crime Watch of Miami-
Dade County. You can reach her at 305-470-1670 or email
carmen@citizenscrimewatch.com or go towww.citizenscrimewatch.com

Community Action and Human Services Department
Elderly and Disability Services Division Senior

Companion Program 
The Senior Companion Program is part of Senior Corps, a network of national and
community service programs that each year supports the engagement of nearly
500,000 Americans age 55 and older in service to meet critical needs in education, the
environment, public safety, homeland security, and other areas. 

The Senior Companion Program offers friendship and assistance to other older
Americans who are homebound and need an extra helping hand to live independently in
their own homes. Senior Companions make the lives of those they serve less lonely
through their friendship, education, provision of community resources, and regular
friendly visits. Thanks to the efforts of Senior Companions, many older adults are able to
avoid institutionalization and can lead more happy fulfilling lives in their own homes. 

Benefits of Community Volunteer Service Participation:

The Senior Companion serves 20-40 hours a week.

Senior Companion Program is open to income eligible individuals age 55 and
over. In return for their service, Senior Companions receive a stipend of $2.65 an
hour, reimbursement for transportation, and a monthly training.

Participation in volunteer program does not affect any of your social security
benefits, food stamps or government housing.

40 hour pre-service orientation & education training.

The volunteers annually are recognized for years of service and participate in
community events

To apply for the Senior Companion Program please click here. 

Mobile Constituent Hours
 

Our office will be holding mobile office hours every month in order to meet with
constituents in the Miami Lakes and Palm Springs North region of District 13.
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Monday, May 9th

1 to 3 p.m. 
Miami Lakes Library Branch
6699 Windmill Gate Road

Miami, FL 33014  

Monday, May 9th
3 to 5 p.m.

Palm Spring North Branch 
17601 NW 78th Avenue

Miami FL, 33015
 

Should you need any assistance with Miami-Dade County issues or have any concerns
that you would like to address with Commissioner Bovo, please come out and meet with

him. No appointments are necessary.  

Commission Meeting Dates

Tuesday, May 3rd at 9:30am-Board of County Commissioners Meeting

Tuesday, May 10 th at 9:30am-Strategic Planning and Government
Operations Committee

Tuesday, May 10 th at 2:00pm-Unincorporated Municipal Services Area
(UMSA) Committee

Wednesday, May 11th at 9:30am-Transit and Mobility Services Committee

Wednesday, May 11th at 2:00pm-Metropolitan Services Committee

Thursday, May 12th at 9:30am-Trade and Tourism Committee

Thursday, May 12th at 2:00pm-Economic Prosperity Committee

Tuesday, May 17th at 9:30am-Board of County Commissioners Meeting

Wednesday, May 18th at 9:30am-Comprehensive Development Master Plan
(CDMP) Meeting

Thursday, May 19th at 9:30am-Zoning Meeting                                

Thursday, May 19th at 2:00pm-Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
Meeting

 
*Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. is assigned to the committees in bold.
 
To view the meetings live online visit: http://miamidade.gov/wps/portal/Main/webcasting/.
 

Would you like to serve on a board?
 

Commissioner Bovo encourages you to become a member of one of the many county
wide advisory community boards. These boards serve to advise the Board of County
Commissioners on a variety of issues.
 
For a list of District 13's board vacancies, their descriptions and qualifications, please
click here. 

 
If interested, please send your resume and contact information to
lborjes@miamidade.gov. If you have additional questions please call our office at
(305)820-8424.
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PSN Civic Association

The PSN Civic Association meets every second (2nd) Tuesday of the month
a t 7:00pm at the Community Center located at Norman Jean Reach Park located at
7901 NW 176 Street. 

APRIL IN REVIEW
FDOT Autonomous Vehicle Day         

Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. and the Board of County Commissioners joined the
Florida Department of Transportation for an autonomous vehicle exhibition. At the
exhibition FDOT demonstrated how the vehicle drives, performs, and provides data to
build "smart roads." The vehicle was designed and built by Embrey Riddle University in
partnership with FDOT to study the impacts of autonomous vehicles on the roads. The
information collected will be used to construct "smart roads" which will be capable of
handling autonomous vehicles.    

Soccer 5 Commissioner's Cup        

 
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. in conjunction with Soccer 5 hosted the first
Commissioner's Soccer Cup at Amelia Earhart Park. The park recently unveiled the new
soccer fields that Commissioner Bovo helped bring to fruition. The addition of the fields is
part of a larger master plan of improvements for the park. At the event about 500
children and families attended to watch the day long soccer matches.   



Hialeah Relevo Por Vida     

 
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. along with City of Hialeah officials attended the Hialeah
Relevo por Vida at Goodlet Park. The annual event was attended by supporters and
survivors to raise money for cancer research. 

Tri-Rail Board Meeting   

   
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. attended the South Florida Regional Transportation
Board meeting to urge board members to fund the remaining portion of Tri-Rail's
Downtown Miami Link project. The project suffered a shortage of funding when the state
was unable to deliver the necessary funds. The project connects the existing Tri-Rail
lines to Downtown Miami into the new Brightline station being constructed next to the
Government Center. This new station will connect Metrorail, Metromover, Metrobus, Tri-

Rail, and Brightline all together in one grand station. Once the project is completed
commuters from the northern parts of the Miami-Dade County as well as from Broward
County will be able to use Tri-Rail to get directly to Downtown Miami.

U.S. Coast Guard Open House       

   



   
The U.S. Coast Guard held their annual Air Station Miami Open House on the morning of
Friday, April 22nd. They opened their doors to the public and hosted over 2,000 school
children from Broward and Dade Counties. On display the Coast Guard had an HC-144A
Ocean Sentry aircraft, an MH-65D Dolphin helicopter, plus several other planes and
helicopters from other services and organizations. In addition seeing the aircraft up
close, students were able to talk to Coast Guard men and women performing all kinds of
jobs on base.       

City of Hialeah Mock DUI/Texting and Driving Event

Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. joined Hialeah Mayor Carlos Hernandez and the City
Council for the Mock DUI/Texting and Driving Event that took place on Friday, April 22 nd.
The Hialeah Fire Department and the Hialeah Community Coalition had vehicle
demonstrations that highlighted the dangers of driving while under the influence or while
texting.

Board of County Commissioners (BCC) Award Presentations



Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. and the Board of County Commissioners honored the
Hialeah Senior High School Marching Band for winning the State Championship and
being named "Band of the Year!" Congratulations to Hialeah Senior High! At the same
meeting the Board of County Commissioners recognized Miami International Airport
(MIA) for being recognized as the Top Airport in North America for Inclusion and Diversity
by the Airports Council International-North America! Congratulations to MIA!

 

Transportation Community Forum at the Town of Miami Lakes     

  
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. attended the Town of Miami Lakes Transportation
Community Forum to discuss his work on the County Commission's Transit and Mobility
Services Committee.

Miami Lakes Adult Education Program Funding     

  



  
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. presented the Town of Miami Lakes Adult Education
Program a check for $13,000 to fund the program until new state funding is appropriated
starting July 1st. The program which coordinates community classes, senior health
wellness fairs, community forums, and social events for senior citizens was at risk of
closing its doors when the program lost state funding during the new fiscal year, Oct. 1st
through July 1st. "I feel that this is a critical program for the seniors of Miami Lakes. Our
allocation will continue to keep the program operating until the State's funding is
appropriated. Thank you to our State partners for allocating the necessary funds to
sustainably maintain the program," Commissioner Bovo said.

Board of County Commissioners (BCC) Awards Presentations 

  
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. and the Board of County Commissioners honored Lt.
Linda Ortigoza for going above and beyond the call of duty. Lt. Ortigoza while off duty
was at home when she heard a pedestrian was stuck by a vehicle at a nearby
intersection and she quickly sprang into action by tending to the pedestrian until the
ambulance arrived. Thank you to Lt. Ortigoza for your service!



Commissioner Bovo and the Board of County Commissioners also honored District 13's
Legislative Director, Alex Annunziato, for receiving the Pro-Bono Legal Service Award
from Legal Aide of Greater Miami. Congratulations Alex!   

Autism Awareness Event  

  
Commissioner Esteban Bovo, Jr. and the Board of County Commissioners honored
Autism Awareness Month at the Stephen P. Clark Government Center. 

View All Photo Galleries Here
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Certificate Course for the Caregiver of People with
Alzheimer's and Related Dementia in Partnership

with Miami-Dade College School of Continuing
Education



Education

Are you a Caregiver to someone with Alzheimer's or Dementia? At a
loss for what to do at times? You can learn EXACTLY HOW to turn & lift
a person without injury, prevent falls, proper feeding techniques, deal
with challenging behavior, manage their medications, and reduce your

stress while providing the best care possible!

Call Oylime Fernandez, LCSW, MBA at (305) 856-8940, extension

104, to get more information about this HANDS-ON CAREGIVER
COURSE offered throughout Miami-Dade County. Get your Certificate
of Completion proving you have the knowledge of how to best care for

people with Alzheimer's and related Dementia!

Neuroscience Centers of Florida Foundation (NSCFF) has partnered
with Miami-Dade College to bring this workforce educational opportunity

to all in Miami-Dade County.



  



   

If you would like to submit a community invitation or update for our next newsletter, please email us at
District13@miamidade.gov

Board of County Commissioners- Esteban Bovo, Jr. - Dist.13 | (305) 820-8424
district13@miamidade.gov | http://www.miamidade.gov/district13

1490 West 68th Street, Suite 101
Hialeah, FL 33014
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