


PIME ROCKLANDS - BORN FROM FIRE

Prior to setllemeant, nalwal lightning-caused fires
raced acrass Flonda, shaping its wilderness
landscape, Fire had a powerlul infeence in the
evglulion of plant asd animal diversity in Florida.
As Flonda's wildland areas have diminished due to
devglopment, e role of fire in the management of
preservalion angas has become an important
mspe, To help mainkain this rich diversdy of life
and resfare: the goological healih of habitals thal
are adapted to fire, resource managers rely an
“preseribed burning.” Prescribed buming is fire that
is purposely 2t under spedlic waather canditions
10 reduca the natural buildup of vegetation and
deadwond in a fire-adapked habilas, Miami-Dade
County's pine forests, callad “pine rocklands™, are
an exarmple af a fire-dependent habitat 1hat musl
nove ba maintained by prascribed burming,

The Florida Natural Afeas Inventory ranks South
Florida's pine rocklands as “globally impasled hut,
by any measure, this habital is unigue and
precious. Beneath the 1all, cpen canopy of slash
pines there Fies a rich understory of palms, shrubs,
aiasses, sedges, caclus, and wildflowears, 66
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pearcent of which arg tropical in arigin. Pine
racklands cantain the highest plant diversity of any
other habilal in Florida and are home 1o more than
400 native plams, some of which are among
Florida’s rarest spacies. Four pine rockland plants
are isled as federally endangered, and mora than
50 species are listed by the State as andangered
of threalendd. Somea plants, such as e delinid
spurge, Blodgetl's wild mencury, Smalls milkpes,
and rockland lanlana are among the species that
are found only in South Florida's pine rocklands
and nowhere else on earth.
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PINE ROCKLANDS - GLOBALLY IMPERILED

Early setlers found an mhospitable enviranment
in South Flarida, To aveid the swampy Everglades,
asvelopment was centered an the Mizmi Rock
Ridge, a narrow, slighlly alevated ridge of
limestone that barders e wosiern shealing of
Bizcayne Bay, and extends soulhwesteand inte
Everglades MNational Park, This ridge diverted the
waterflow in the hisloric Everglades “River of
Grass” thal fiowed from Lake Okeechobes, and
forcad the waler southwestward (hrowgh vast
expanses of sawgrass where it wiimately reachod
Fladida Bay and Uee Gulf of Mexico, The Miami
Rock Ridge was divided Into a series of islands by
I, narrowe “finger glades” thal allowed semo
wiater Lo pass eastward through the ridge 1o
Hizcayne Bay (sae map page 5). Pine rocklands,
interspersed wilh dense hardwaod forests callad
‘hammocks,” dominalad the uplands.

Dwvalopars arsund the turn of the 200k Cantury
cleared forests Tor building because thay exsted
oo relativaly high, dry land, Witk the advent of the
rack plow—a bulldezer adapled 1o pulverize the
lirmestone subsirate to create a rocky *sol” for
farming—agriculbyral interests also bagan to clear
pine frocklands 1o plant row crops. As develaprment
encraoached upan agricullurzl lands, Fanners
mowved wosthward, cleanng maene and more land,
This process has keft fragmanted pareals of pine
rackland and tropgical hardwood bammaocks
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surraunded by urban and agricullural
development, Today, only about 4,000 of the
original 185,000 acres of ping rocklznd an (he
Miami Rock Ridge still ramain. The largest stands
include the Richmang Finsland tract that
encompasses Meliozes (350 acres), Mavy Wolls
Finaland Pregene south of Homestoad (400
acres). and Mixon Smiley Pinsland Presonse pas|
of Kendall Tamiami Airpart (120 acres)

Freserving Our Pine Rocklands:
Miami-Dade County's Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program

In 1890, Miami-Cade County vatars approved a
two-yaar propery fax increase which raisgd 590
million io acquire, profect, and manage
environmantally endangered wellands and
upland forests. Fine rockland habital is & prosily
for the EEL program. To dsle, EEL has
purchased 426 acres of pine rockland
rapresenting a 0% mncraase of this habital in
pubiic profection. 5E8% of EELs land acquisition
funds spent thus far have gone o acouisition,
and 52% of its land managemenl funds have
gone to managemem of the globally-imgoenfed
pine: rocklands.
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Fiicn 1z MWiarmi's sefilment ping recklands ancompassed 185,000 acres of Miarni-Dade.
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