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The plan is back with the State for a third review, fingers crossed
this time we get their stamp of approval. Once we have the
State’s approval the plan is considered “Approved Pending
Adoption” and we will need to begin the process of local Next LMS Quarterly Meeting:
adoption of the plan. At the County, we will work on getting
approval from the Board of County Commissioners. For the CRS Date: June 17, 2015
communities, that are using the LMS as their Floodplain Time: 9:30-11:30 am

Management Plan, they too must do a local adoption. As soon Location: TBD

as | get the approval from the State | will let you know so we can All Working Group Members and the public
start the process. are welcome to attend.

CRS Audits SubCommittee Meetings:

| know some of you are getting visits from Heidi Liles, I1SO, for
your audits. With the new CRS manual, we want to do everything None at this time
to help you get as much credit as possible. [If you have had your
visit already, let me know what items you submitted from the Future Quarterly Meetings:
County CEMP, LMS, etc. and if you got full or partial credit. We

can look to see if there is additional information that may need itz 247, 23S

to be provided and also try to standardize items to help you Sl U,
) p ) y Py December 9, 2015 - tentatively in Bay
maximize points. R
Harbor Islan AMBASSADOR®
Annual Feel the Force Event -
This year’s Feel the Force will be held at the Miami Science AR AT

Museum located at 3280 South Miami Avenue on Saturday May
30, from 11:00 am — 5:00 pm. And it is FREE.

Activities fit for the whole family include the following:

=  The world premiere of the museum’s new hurricane theater show, “A Hurricane Carol,” with
special guest appearances.

=  Meet the mascot Owlie from NOAA’s Young Meteorologist Program and see if you have what it
takes to be a Meteorologist; provided by PLAN!T NOW.

= Be a TV meteorologist in the Hurricane Broadcast Center; provided by Miami Dade College.

= Interact with Tsunami Tim for a wave of entertainment and exciting weather science.

= Meet and greet with real Hurricane Hunters and discover the adventure of flying through a
hurricane.

=  Challenge yourself to outsmart the experts, including Curt Sommerhoff of Miami-Dade
County Emergency Management, Max Mayfield of WPLG Local 10 ABC, and Chris Landsea of
the National Hurricane Center.

= Build a house and see if it can stand up against Category 5 winds at FIU’s mini Wall of Wind
(WOW) exhibit and then chat with the wind engineers behind WOW.

=  Music, games, and prizes powered by Radio Disney Miami.

= Explore how forecasts are made and learn what is expected for this year’s hurricane season at
Tropical Weather Briefings with experts from the National Hurricane Center and National
Weather Service.
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= Learn how to be prepared for any disaster, including hurricane evacuation zones, with
Miami-Dade County Emergency Management.

= Become part of the story with an interactive, disaster-themed storytime featuring
characters from Miami-Dade Public Library.

= Explore a busload of activities with Weather on Wheels.

= Get ready for summer and hurricane season with rip current, water, and hurricane safety tips.

If any Floodplain managers want to join us and set up additional information on flooding let me
know. Last year we had Lourdes Rodriguez and Olga Garcia help explain flooding concerns to
residents.

FL Governor’s Hurricane Conference - May 10-15, 2015

The 29" Annual Governor’s Hurricane Conference will be held in Orlando again this year. | have been
invited to speak in a session with Rob Molleda and Betty Morrow on Conveying Meteorological
Uncertainty: How Social Science is Helping the NWS and Partners Communicate Hurricane Threats. My
portion of the presentation will be on the community survey we conducted in 2014. The full agenda of
conference workshops and training sessions may be found at http://flghc.org/. Hope to see you there.

There is also a Public Facilities Flood Mitigation Workshop being offered at the 2015 Governor’s
Hurricane Conference.

This workshop will offer CEUs for PE and we are working towards CFM and APA credits as well.

TS32: Public Facilities Flood Mitigation Assessment

Monday, May 11, 8:30am — 5:00pm
Tuesday, May 12, 8:30am — 5:00pm

This workshop walks through how to utilize the Public Facilities Flood Hazard Mitigation Assessment
Manual that was published Fall 2014 and can be found here:
http://www.floridadisaster.org/Mitigation/SMF/documents/Draft%206%20FULL%20Guidebook.pdf The
workshop covers flood risk concepts, mitigation strategies, vulnerability assessments, design criteria, and

mitigation options. This workshop is intended for both technical specialists and high level decisions
makers with technical information and policy options being presented. It isn’t too late to register. More
information about other courses as well as registration can be found at http://flghc.org/

National Hurricane Center Webinar

On April 29' | listened to a webinar offered by the NHC on Upcoming Changes to NHC Products, Services
and Warnings, by Daniel Brown, Senior Hurricane Specialist/Warning Coordinator Meteorologist. It
started with a recap of the 2014 season and a discussion on the forecast challenges faced by the NHC.
The NHC said that rapid intensification of a storm is harder for them to forecast, as an example they
showed how the models that are used to compile the forecast had predicted the Hurricane Norbert would
be 30Kts (about 35 mph) less than it actually was. Dan did say how they have gotten better at it but it is
still an area of challenge for them. Dan also discussed how systems that are over the water and have been
observed by satellite only, can also be harder to identify the intensity. Hurricane Bertha by satellite was
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Forecast Challenge «
Large Forecast Uncertainty :

estimated to be about 50-55 kts but when they were able to fly @
an aircraft in they found it was closer to 70 kts (about 81 mph,

a Cat 1). It is also challenging for them for storms that form i e -
near the shore, Trudy formed, strengthened and made landfall =

NHC track error - 882 n mi

as a 65 mph tropical storm all within 24 hours.

Dan also discussed the conundrum they face when the
models are not in agreement and there is a large forecast
uncertainty. This picture to the right shows in color the

forecast tracks that the models gave and the black line, to the
right shows the actual track. Dan said that usually the first Cristobal - Second NHC Advisory 11 PM August 23

few forecasts tend to have larger errors and as more forecasts come out they have less.

Dan spoke of some of the new products that will be coming out and how the NHC is working to move

peoples focus away from the Cone and getting them to really e Conel

Impacts Outside th

look at the local hazards.

AS shown in this depiction you can see how the hazard impact
areas are larger than the cone. The cone only tells you where
the center of the storm is likely to pass 66% of the time. The
windfields and storm surge can extend way far out past the
cone. At one of our LMS meetings last year | joked that just

like some ice cream companies, even the cones from the NHC

are getting smaller. The cone is a good way to get people’s

attention but as the storm moves close we have to pay

attention to the impacts expected locally. .
N/ A Tale of Two Maps >

Last year the NHC rolled out their new Storm Surge Watch/Warning Graphic

Prototype Storm Surge WatchiWarming Graphic*

Tt Eute
Moy 3 et o4 39 P

Potential Storm Surge Flooding map to help
show where the storm surge is likely to be in
relation to a storm and this year they are
introducing a new prototype for a surge
watch and warning. This will not be available
in HurrEvac but only from the NHC site until
they have been able to test it out and get
feedback from communities.

Dan shared more great information and you
can access it on line at
www.regions.noaa.gov/secar/ (It may not be

there yet but check in a few days)

s Highlights the areas that have a significant risk of
life-threatening surge, but does not provide any
quantitative inundation levels.

* Although driven by objective guidance, W/W
areas also based on subjective factors such as
forecaster confidence, continuity with previous
issuances, wind trigger, smoothing, isolated areas,
etc.

Potential Storm Surge Flooding Map

* Objective guidance on where inundation from
surge could occur and height above ground the
water could reach.

* Based solely on the latest NHC forecast and
historical error ch istics. No guar
continuity from cycle to cycle, or consistency with
W/W graphic.

or
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There will be another webinar on storm surge by Robbie Berg on May 20%" at 10:00 am.

NHC Hurricane Specialist Robbie Berg will discuss new NWS and NHC products that convey the risk of
storm surge from tropical cyclones. In particular, he will focus on the Potential Storm Surge Flooding
Map, which was introduced last year during Hurricane Arthur, and the Prototype Storm Surge

Watch/Warning Graphic that will debut during the 2015 hurricane

season. ¥/ New Storm Surge Fast Draw Explainer &%

YoullED

Click on the link below to register for this webinar:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6903963619047855618

You can find resources on storm surge at
www.hurricanes.gov/surge/resources.php including this video using

the quick draw technique.
www.hurricanes.gov/surge/resources.php

Season Predictions

For those of you who like to hear that the season is predicted to be less active, you will be happy to see
the forecast for the Atlantic Seasonal Hurricane Activity and Landfall Strike Probability for 2015 by Drs.
Philip Klotzbach and William Gray from the University of Colorado.

ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST FOR 2015

Forecast Parameter and 1981-2010 Issue Date
Median (in parentheses) 9 April 2015
Named Storms (NS) (12.0) 7
Named Storm Days (NSD) (60.1) 30
Hurricanes (H) (6.5) 3
Hurricane Days (HD) (21.3) 10
Major Hurricanes (MH) (2.0) 1
Major Hurricane Days (MHD) (3.9) 0.5
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) (92) 40
Net Tropical Cyclone Activity (NTC) (103%) 45

PROBABILITIES FOR AT LEAST ONE MAJOR (CATEGORY 3-4-5)
HURRICANE LANDFALL ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING COASTAL AREAS:

®  Entire U.S. coastline - 28% (average for last century is 52%)

® U.S. East Coast Including Peninsula Florida - 15% (average for last century is 31%)

Now continue on with all of your planning and prepare as if we could get one.
Remember it only takes one.....#tbt1992

4|Page



