MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 10(A) (13)

TO: Hon. Chairperson Barbara Carey-Shuler, Ed.D. DATE: April 13,2004
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Robert A. Ginsburg SUBJECT: Resolution relating to
County Attorney Florida Senate Bill 428

providing a system for

independent living for

children in foster care

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request
of Commissioner Katy Sorenson.
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Robert A. Ginsburg &
County Attorney
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MEMORANDUM

(Revised)

TO: Hon. Chairperson Barbara Carey-Shuler, EdD.  DATE: April 13, 2004
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Robert A. Ginsburg SUBJECT: Agenda Item No. 10(A) (13)
County Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“4-Day Rule” (“3-Day Rule” for committees) applicable if raised
. 6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required

Statement of fiscal impact required

Bid waiver requiring County Manager’s written recommendation

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Manager’s
report for public hearing

Housekeeping item (no policy decision required)

No committee review



Approved Mayor Agenda Item No. 10(a) (13)
Veto 4-13-04

Override

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION URGING THE PASSAGE OF FLORIDA
SENATE BILL 428 PROVIDING FOR A SYSTEM OF
INDEPENDENT LIVING TRANSITION SERVICES TO
ENABLE OLDER CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE TO MAKE A
TRANSITION TO SELF-SUFFIENCY AS ADULTS

WHEREAS, the outlook for many current and former foster children in the state of
Florida is bleak and distressing; and

WHEREAS , major improvements are needed in the existing process of preparing foster
children for independent living when they no longer meet eligibility requirements for foster care
services; and

WHEREAS, without appropriate structure and support, children and young adults
leaving Florida’s foster care system become highly susceptible to behaviors that increase arrests
and incarcerations, homelessness, and drug addictions; and

WHEREAS, Florida Senate Bill 428, sponsored by Senator Campbell and co-sponsored
by Senators Dawson and Atwater, provides for a system of independent living transition services
to enable older children in foster care and young adults who exit foster care at age 18 to make the
transition to self-sufficiency as adults; and

WHEREAS, the goals of these services are to assist these current and former foster care
children to obtain life skills and education for independent living and employment so that they
can assume responsibility for becoming self-sufficient adults; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 428 requires each district of the State of Florida Department of

Children and Family Services to identify adolescent foster children with developmental
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disabilities or special mental health needs who face particularly difficult transitions to living as
adults in the community, and to assist with reasonable accommodations; and

WHEREAS, Bill 428 also expands the eligibility criteria for the Road-to-Independence
Scholarship Program, which is intended to help students who are former foster children in this
state to receive the educational and vocational training needed to achieve independence; and

WHEREAS, the bill expands the eligible age to include former foster children up to age
23, and includes provisions for students enrolled in special education programs who have met the
minimum grade point average required by that program to graduate; and

WHEREAS, this bill also provides for expansion of federal assistance and eligibility for
Medicaid coverage through age 23,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board urges the
passage of Florida Senate Bill 448 that provides for a system of independent living transition
services to enable older children in foster care and young adults who exit foster care at age 18 to
make the transition to self-sufficiency as adults.

The foregoing resolution was sponsored by Commissioner Katy Sorenson and offered by
Commissioner , who moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

Dr. Barbara Carey-Shuler, Chairperson
Katy Sorenson, Vice-Chairperson

Bruno A. Barreiro Jose “Pepe” Diaz
Betty T. Ferguson Sally A. Heyman
Joe A. Martinez Jimmy L. Morales
Dennis C. Moss Dorrin D. Rolle
Natacha Seijas Rebeca Sosa

Sen. Javier D. Souto
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The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 13 day
of April, 2004. This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its adoption
unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an override by this

Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as .
to form and legal sufficiency. i Y l(fl(/

Marcia G. Cooke



