MIAMI-DADE

Memorandum

Date: March 3, 2009 Agenda Item No. 12(B)7
To: Honorable Dennis C. Moss, Chairman
and Members, Boarg of County Commissioners

From: George M. Burg !;‘
County ManageryZ N\A™S

Subject: Miami-Dade 'unty Park and Re€reation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan
Implementation Strategy Framework

The Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP) approved on February 19, 2008 by
the Board of County Commissioners (R-171-08, Attachment 1), is a 50-year vision for
Miami-Dade County. This plan is one of the most important projects that the Park and
Recreation Department (MDPR) has ever completed. It provides a roadmap for developing
a more sustainable, livable community by using a comprehensive and coordinated park
system as its engine.

Great parks, public spaces, natural and cultural places, greenways, water trails and streets
will connect to provide residents and visitors with the experience of a world class park
system at their doorstep. The OSMP is not about open space and parks in a narrow sense —
it is a vital part of the County’s overall effort to create and sustain a healthy economy and
an environment that will continue to attract and retain top companies and their employees.

At the February 2008 meeting, the Board directed the Mayor or his designee to develop an
implementation framework strategy to ensure that the vision and goals are fully embedded
in the County’s strategic plan, incorporated into the goals and policies of County
Departments, and communicated to all public agencies, including public schools,
municipalities, state and federal agencies. The Board directed that the implementation
framework strategy be presented no later than twelve months after the adoption of that
resolution.

MDPR in partnership with many other departments and agencies is moving the plan forward
and developing a long term framework of action steps and initiatives. The framework,
addressed in the attached Goals, Strategies and Actions Summary directly links each action
to the six goals of the OSMP - Sustainability, Seamlessness, Beauty, Equity, Access and
Multiple Benefits. These strategies and actions represent the spirit of collaboration and
commitment to work together to build a world class community. The implementation
framework will enable us to carry forward the values of the OSMP vision for creating a more
livable and sustainable community.

Significant efforts are underway. The following are a few of the major achievements that
have been made and initiatives that are underway.

e The Great Park Summit and Mayors’ Dinner held in March 2008 was a great
success. MDPR brought together citizen, business, environmental, academic,
professional, and community organizations, elected officials, department directors
and national leaders in the park and open space profession to celebrate the
completion of the OSMP and renew a spirit of greater partnerships and collaboration
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between municipal, county, state and federal agencies to help us move toward a
greener, healthier and more livable community.

The County Manager’'s Greenway and Bicycle Facility Coordinating Work
Group has been established and meets regularly under the direction of Assistant
County Manager Alex Munoz.
o This initiative involves coordinating the efforts of numerous departments to
plan and build what will become one of the preeminent bike and trail networks
in the Country.

o The Group is currently focusing on projects that are funded and underway,
and taking steps to maximize existing resources and opportunities to plan for
the future. Current projects include improvements to:

= Biscayne Trail,

= Black Creek Trail,

= Snake Creek Trall,

=  Commodore Trail Bridge,

= M-Path and Old Cutler Bike Path, and

= completion of Rickenbacker Trail Bike Lanes.

The Great Park Summit Mayors’ Dinner was the catalyst for the initiation of
Partnership Summits in the Northeast, Central, South and West areas of the
County where all municipalities within the County will be invited to participate. The
purpose of each summit is to bring together various municipalities, private and public
agencies to identify pilot projects to build a more livable community. with improved
connections, among businesses, universities, residents and visitors through a park
system window.

o The Northeast Miami-Dade County Partnership Summit will be held March
12, 2009 and hosted by Barry University. The following municipalities will be
invited: City of Aventura, City of North Miami Beach, City of North Miami,
Town of Surfside, Town of Bay Harbor Islands, City of Miami Springs, City of
El Portal, Town of Golden Beach Drive, City of Sunny Isles, City of Miami
Shores, Village of Bal Harbour, and the Village of Biscayne Park.

MDPR has initiated collaboration with the County Office of Strategic Business
Management regarding the incorporation of the OSMP principles into the County
Strategic Plan. As well as initiated collaboration with the Department of Planning
and Zoning regarding potential amendments to the Comprehensive Development
Master Plan. The goal is to have text amendments ready to be considered in the
context of the next Evaluation and Appraisal Report.

The Recreation Plan will guide directly or through partnerships equal opportunities
for all residents of Miami-Dade County to access high-quality recreation facilities and
participate in exceptional recreation programs as well as identify and address facility
and service deficiencies, seek creative solutions to maximize the duplication of
facilities and services, ensure the changing recreation interests and demands are
met, enhance opportunities for the physically and mentally disabled populations, and
provide programs and facilities to meet level of service standards.

o
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The MDPR has developed and implemented a new more comprehensive approach
to park site planning. This approach assures that each park design addresses the
principles of equity, access and beauty and looks at the sustainability of the park in
the context of the neighborhood and the region.

MDPR has completed a universal wayfinding sign package for park gateways,
greenways/trails and marinas. This new signage system will assure that all parks
have a uniform look that is consistent and beautiful to enhance the resident and
visitor experience in parks. The sighage package for trails and marinas include:
Trails: Commodore, Biscayne, Black Point, Old Cutler Road, Rickenbacker, Snake
Creek; Marinas: Black Point, Crandon Park, Haulover Park, Homestead Bayfront
Park, Matheson Hammock Park, Pelican Harbor.

MDPR has created the South Florida Park Coalition (SFPC) and Charter. A vision
as ambitious as the OSMP can only be accomplished through the seamless
collaboration of city, county, state and federal park agencies working together to
create a more livable South Florida. Led by MDPR, the SFPC has held six meetings
to share knowledge, best practices, professional expertise and identify partnership
opportunities. The SFPC Charter is an agreement that expresses the shared values
and commitment to contribute to the health and well-being of the community. The
goal is for every city to adopt the Charter. The municipalities that have adopted the
charter thus far include: City of North Miami, City of South Miami, City of Doral and
City of Sunny Isles Beach. Other agencies that have supported the Charter include
Biscayne National Park, Everglades National Park, State Parks and the Miami-Dade
County School Board.

After presenting the plan to the Miami-Dade County School Board in April 2008,
MDPR received a formal proclamation of support for the OSMP vision and goals
(Attachment 2). MDPR has met with the School Board Chairman to discuss joint use
opportunities. Staff from both agencies are meeting regularly through the Park and
School Task Force to develop a variety of joint use projects designed to enhance the
recreational opportunities of students and all County residents.

Using GIS technology as part of both the OSMP and Strategic Recreation Plan,
MDPR has begun to identify service area gaps that will form the basis for future
capital and acquisition planning for recreation facilities and new local and regional
parks.

A new County-wide survey of residents’ leisure activity and attitudes towards parks
and open space was completed. This survey will form the basis of developing
specific recreation and capital program recommendations.

The OSMP Speakers’ Bureau enlists key staff from MDPR to make presentations to
various organizations, including Rotary Clubs, CBOs, and health, professional, and
business groups to communicate the OSMP vision, and bring awareness of the Park
Foundation to ultimately increase its membership. The goal is to generate Park
Foundation funds to sustain existing and future park development and contribute to
the implementation of the OSMP.

3



Honorable Chairman Dennis C. Moss
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

Page 4

These are samples of the efforts underway. MDPR is committed to continuing these and all
of the other efforts described in the attachment. We know it will be a long journey and that
the County is facing serious economic challenges. We also know that we have a sound
roadmap for this journey and that every step we take moves us forward.

Attachme /

Alex Mufoz
Assistant County Manager




Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework

Goals, Strategies, Actions

Summary

GOAL 1: SUSTA'NAB"_ITY Create a more livable, sustainable community by contributing to the

economic, social and environmental health and prosperity of Miami-Dade County through every action and
improvement of the Park System, including planning initiatives and the development of facilities, programs,
operations and management.

e Goal 1 - Strategy # 1: Protect and enhance park owned and managed natural
resources and ecosystems.

v Partnered with professional to develop Native Carbon Cure Program to mitigate carbon
footprint

v/ Planted native species in Parks to enhance native tree canopy and protect biodiversity

v/ Completed Natural Heritage Areas (NHA) identification and mapping to connect people
to EEL, natural areas and parks (DERM, MDPR)

v Initiated Natural Heritage Area Eco-Centers -mixed-use program for new building
prototype

e Goal 1 - Strategy # 2: Acquire and conserve park and natural areas
v Initiated park system acquisition criteria
v Purchased 89 acres of land from 2006 -~ 2008 ,
v Received DEP office of greenways and trails funding approval of Princeton Lakeside
v Initiated Western Greenway acquisition strategy

e Goal 1 - Strategy # 3: Protect and preserve historical and cultural assets

v Identified funding to update 17 park management plans

v Initiated Heritage Parks Management Plans to protect and preserve historic character
and promote compatible development (Deering Estate, Crandon, Greynolds, Haoulover,
Redland F&S, Homestead Bayfront, Matheson Hammock)

v Identified additional heritage parks for designation (Chapman Field, Orchid Jungle)

v' Partnered with UM SoA to document National Park Service Historic American
Landscapes Surveys for the Orchid Jungle - Library of Congress submission

v Initiated Thematic Resource District overlays for heritage park areas

v Initiated Park History Book publication

o Goal 1- Strategy # 4: Develop park and recreation facilities to a standard that
enhances real estate values, attracts employees and employers and makes the County
more desirable and competitive.

v Initiated South Florida Park Coalition award program for excellent park design projects
v Initiated Park Design Advisory Group to promote innovation and best practices

o Goal 1 - Strategy # 5: Work with county departments to amend county policies
and incorporate OSMP vision and goals into practices
v Initiated work plan with P&Z to amend CDMP elements and incorporate OSMP goals
v’ Initiated collaboration with OSBM to include OSMP principles in County Strategjc Plan
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Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department
Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework

e Goal 1 - Strategy # 6: Improve MDPR revenue diversification and development
v" Increased Park Foundation membership
¥ Completed economic impact analysis of park and recreation industry on local economy
v Identified companies to contribute to native carbon cure program

« Goal 1- Strategy # 7: Apply green building and new technology options to capital
building program, park maintenance and office work practices
v Initiated Parks Department Green Team task force
v" Initiated Silver LEED certified projects:
* North Glade Recreation Center
= lLakes by the Bay Recreation Center
= Amelia Earhart Park soccer fields and restroom building
v Initiated evaluation of existing park prototypical buildings to incorporate LEED
Standards for recreation centers, bathrooms and field centers.
Initiated LEED certification requirements for consultants bidding on design and
development of park projects
Specified permeable surfaces for parking lots
Specified solar powered lighting
Initiated park staff LEED certification
Partnered with University of Miami School of Architecture to identify park pilot project
for course on sustainable building and construction program

<
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GOAL 2: SEAMLESSNESS: connect without regard to jurisdiction neighborhoods, parks, natural areas,
streets, civic centers and commercial areas. Collaborate with multiple county departments and municipalities and
regional agencies to implement the Master Plan,

« Goal 2 - Strategy # 1. Develop, implement greenways, trails and bicycle facilities
that a standard to connect communities to each other, people to nature, to schools
and business centers

Received grant and initiated Greenway Design Guidelines

Received grant and initiated Greenways and Trails Maintenance Plan

Completed establishing Manager's Greénway Coordinating Work Group

Completed establishing Staff Greenway Coordinating Committee

Initiated Greenway Master Plans
»  Biscayne Trail Segments C & D Project Development & Environment Study -

Planning
=  Biscayne Trail / Old Cutler Trail Sighage Demonstration Project - Design
»  Biscayne Trail Bridge B - Design
s Snake Creek Trail I-95 Overcrossing - Planning and Design
*  Snapper Creek Trail Segment A Planning Study - Planning
= Commission Districts 2 and 3 Bicycle Boulevard Planning Study - Planning
= Greenway Trails Maintenance Planning Study - Planning
=  Ludlam Trail Guidelines - Planning
v Identified Manager's greenway, bicycle trail projects for immediate implementation:
= Biscayne Trail Segments A&B Construction Enhancements
= Black Creek Trail Segment A
=  Black Creek Trail Bridge A - Design
= Black Creek Trail Bridge C - Design
= Commodore Trail Bridge and Upgrade

AN NN NI
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Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework

=  M-Path Improvements
=  0Old Cutler Bike Path Improvements
= Rickenbacker Trail Bike Lanes '
= Snake Creek Tail Phase |
v Completed greenway/trail wayfinding signage
= Commodore Trail
*  Biscayne Trail
* Black Point Trail
= QOld Cutler Road Trail
= Rickenbacker Causeway Trail
=  Snake Creek Trail
v ldentified greenway/trails for wayfinding signage coordination with municipalities
= City of Miami - Commodore trail
= City of Doral
= Village of Key Biscayne

« Goal 2 - Strategy # 2: Develop partnership opportunities, greater communication
and cooperation among city, county, state and federal park agencies
¥ Completed establishing the South Florida Park Coalition - city, county, state and
federal park agencies share knowledge, best practices, greater collaboration,
communication
v"  Completed facilitating and leading six South Florida Park Coalition meetings
¥ Completed municipal adoption of South Florida Park Coalition Charter
= City of North Miami
City of South Miami
City of Doral
City of Sunny Isles Beach
Biscayne National Park
Everglades National Park
Florida State Parks
Dade County School Board (proclamation supporting OSMP)
v Initiated North East County Partnership Summit - to be held February 25, 2009
=  Host: Barry University and includes:
= City of Aventura
= City of North Miami Beach
=  City of North Miami
®*  Town of Surfside
= Town of Bay Harbor Islands
= City of Miami Springs
=  City of El Portal
= Town of Golden Beach Drive
*  City of Sunny Isles
= City of Miami Shores
= Village of Bal Harbour
= Village of Biscayne Park
¥v" Identified Central County Partnership Summit area
= University of Miami
= City of Coral Gables
= City of South Miami
= City of Miami



Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework

v

v

= City of West Miami
= Village of Key Biscayne
=  City of Miami Beach
Identified South County Partnership Summit area
= Village of Pinecrest
=  Town of Cutler Bay
= Village of Palmetto Bay
= City of Homestead
*  Florida City
Identified West County Partnership Summit area
= Miami Gardens
= City of OpalLocka
=  Hialeah
= Hialeah Gardens
= Miami Springs
= Virginia Gardens
=  Mediey
=  Sweetwater
= City of Doral
=  Miami Lakes

o Goal 2 - Strategy # 3: Develop partnership opportunities, greater collaboration
and cooperation among municipalities, regional agencies and schools

AN NI NI NN
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Received School Board proclamation in support of OSMP vision and goals - April 2008
Initiated discussion with School Board Chairman for joint use recreation opportunities
Initiated renewal of existing park/school agreements

Initiated new Park/School agreements

Partnered with National Park Service to connect Biscayne National Park and
Homestead Bayfront Park - sewer, greenway, visitor center

Partnered with Town of Cutler Bay to jointly develop, use and operate Lakes by the Bay
Park

Participate in Miami Dade Sports Commission facility development initiative to promote
access and development of sports facilities throughout the county

o Goal 2 - Strategy # 4: Encourage philanthropy through the Park Foundation and
park champions

v

v
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Initiated expansion of Park Foundation Board and profile in community to enhance
fundraising capacity
Increased Park Foundation memberships to generate funds to sustain park
development and OSMP implementation
Initiated OSMP website
Initiated OSMP Speaker’s Bureau
Presented OSMP vision and goals to Miami-Dade County community
=  Presented to over 2,000 individuals from various organizations, including:
= The Trust for Public Land, Biscayne National Park, Everglades National Park,
State Parks, Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Biscayne Nature Center, Nature
Conservancy, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens, University of Miami, Florida
International University, Miami Dade Community College, FIU/FAU Center for
Environmental Solutions, Smart Growth Funder’s Network, Miami-Dade Public
Schools, Urban Land Institute, South Florida Builders Association, American
Institute of Architects, Landscape Architecture Society, Planner’s Technical
Committee, Heaith Foundation, Sports Commission, Human Service Coalition,
Greater Miami Visitor and Convention Bureau, Tourism Chamber, Beacon

%



Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework
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Council, South Florida Water Management District, City key decision makers
and elected officials, Recreation and Culture Committee, Citizens for a Better
South Florida, five rotary clubs throughout the County, Kendall Town Hall
meeting, Miami Leadership, Kendall Federation, Park Advisory Group,
community activists, national leaders in the park and open space profession

Partnered to initiate Native Carbon Cure mitigation bank

Presented Great Park Summits (2)

Initiated OSMP marketing strategy

Initiated summer “green” programs to foster stewardship and park champions

Initiated park volunteer programs

GOAL 3: BEAUTY Design every public space, including streets, parks, plazas and civic buildings to be as
aesthetically pleasing as possible, and compliment the natural environment

« Goal 3 - Strategy # 1: Design parks, public spaces, natural and cultural areas,
greenways and streets to create a sense of place for neighborhood stabilization and/or
redevelopment

<
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Initiated Park Pattern Book for urban design, park architecture, landscape architecture
and site planning
Completed skate park prototypes for neighborhood, community and regional facilities
Completed dog park prototypes for neighborhood, community and regional facilities
Completed new park gateway signs
Completed park wayfinding signage
Completed marina wayfinding signage and signage schedules (plans)

= Black Point Marina

»  Crandon Park Marina

= - Haulover Park Marina

»  Homestead Bayfront Park Marina

»  Matheson Hammock Park Marina

=  Pelican Harbor Marina
Completed Public Art in Parks Master Plan

» AD Barnes

» Arch Creek

«  Bill Sodowski

» Camp Matacumbe

= Camp Owasa Bauer

»  Castello Hammock

= Charles Deering Estate

»  Crandon Park

=  Greynolds Park

= Matheson Hammock

= Tree Island Park

Goal 3 - Strategy # 2: Design streets to create a sense of place for neighborhood
stabilization and/or redevelopment

v
v

Initiated Great Streets Program -~ county wide (CIAB, PW, P&Z, FDOT, MDPR)
Initiated connectivity requirements for new developments - provide tree lined streets,
greenways and trails to connect people to parks, to schools, and work



Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department

Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)
Implementation Strategy Framework

o (Goal 3 - Strategy # 3: Manage and operate park, natural areas, greenways and
bicycle facilities to standards that promote beauty and sustainability
v Initiated best practices in the country research
v Initiated Park Management Training Program to promote stewardship and native
plant/sustainability education

GOAL 4: EQU|TY Every resident in the county shall enjoy the same quality of public facilities and services
regardless of income, age, race, ability or geographic location

o (oal 4 - Strategy # 1: Ensure equitable recreation opportunities for under-served
communities
¥v" Initiated Recreation Plan
v Completed GIS gap analysis for after school, summer and senior programs

o Goal 4 - Strategy # 2: Ensure equitable access to diverse recreational
opportunities to all residents regardless of age or ability
v Initiated ADA Evaluation for all park sites
v' Completed new planning methodology to implement OSMP vision and goals and
improve access to recreation experiences of residents in the neighborhood and region
v" Completed implementation of new planning methodology:
= Seminole Wayside Park
=  Briar Bay Linear Park
= Kendall Indian Hammock
= Sunkist Park
»  Amelia Earhart Regional Skate Park
= West Dade Soccer Park
= Brothers to the Rescue Park
= AD Barnes Park
= Palm Glades Park
* North Glade Park

o (Goal 4 - Strategy # 3: Maintain current research, surveys, demographics and
marketing data to evaluate community needs
v'  Completed Leisure Interest Survey (LIS)
v Initiated analysis to guide recommendations for facilities and programs

o  Goal 4 - Strategy # 4: Ensure diverse recreation opportunities are available for
resident and visitors
v Initiated and partnered with various agencies - OHV study to provide off-highway
vehicles recreational facilities
v" Provided eco-tours to provide eco-adventures opportunities
v Designed and will continue to build skate parks
v" Designed and will continue to build additional dog parks

10



Miami Dade County Park and Recreation Department
Park and Open Space System Master Plan (OSMP)

Implementation Strategy Framework

GOAL 5; ACCESS: Every resident in the county shall be able to safely and comfortably walk, bicycle, drive
and/or ride transit from their home to work, school, parks, shopping and community facilities.

o Goal b - Strategy # 1: Create Park and Open Space Activity Access Criteria
v Identified equitable access measures (walking, bicycle and driving) for recreation
opportunities in urban, sub-urban and rural contexts for neighborhood and regional
activities.
v Initiated mapping of true equitable access to parks (taking into account highways,
canals, etc.)
v" Completed access gaps for recreation opportunities

e Goal 5 - Strategy # 2: Secure safe route to parks
v Initiated discussion with P&Z, PW, Transit to develop safe route to parks
v" Initiated safe and shaded transit stop areas in parks - where possible

o Goal 5 - Strategy # 3: Provide access to EEL sites
v' Completed access criteria and standards to Natural Areas

GOAL 6: MULT|PLE BEN EF'TS Generate multiple public benefits to maximize taxpayer dollars

through every single public action

o Goal 6 - Strategy # 1: Improve health, wellness and the social well being of
residents

Completed Park and Open Space System Master Plan

Completed Recreation Plan

Initiated Recreation Plan implementation

Initiated greenway and bicycle trails implementation and future development

AR AN

e (Goal 6 - Strategy # 3: Coordinate capital projects with county departments to
maximize taxpayer dollars

v Initiate Site Review - Public Realm Committee to identify opportunities for greater
coordination between county departments to create and implement projects (P&Z,
MDPR)

v" Partnered with Library to purchase and design Killian Park/Library Project

v' Partnered with Library and PW to improve neighborhood access to Kendall Lakes
Library and adjacent park - Olympic Park

o Goal 6 - Strategy # 2: Provide coordinated delivery of recreation opportunities
between municipalities for residents and visitors
v Initiated partnership opportunities through South Florida Park Coalition and
Partnership Summits

[



' ATTACHMENT 1
OFFICIAL FILE COPY

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ,
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA ‘ MIAMEDADE
- Memorandum
Date: February. 19, 2008 '
‘ Amended

To: Honorable Chairman Bruno A. Barriero Agenda Item No. 8(M)(1)(A
and Members, Board of County
Commisgt s

From: George rg8es esolution No. R-171-
Coun T

Subject: Miami-Dade County Park and Open Space System Master Plan

#R=171-08

Recommendation :
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) adopt the

attached resolution which approves the Miami-Dade County Park and Open Space
System Master Plan, endorses the principles, goals and vision of the plan and
directs the Mayor or his designee to develop an implementation strategy and action
plan that will ensure that these principles, goals and vision are fully embedded in
the County’'s strategic plan, incorporated into the goals and policies of effecting
County departments, and communicated to ail pubic agencies, including public
schools, other municipalities, state and federal agencies, no later than twelve
months after the adoption of this resolution.

Scope
The Park and Open Space System Master Plan is a Countywide plan.

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source
The plan is not a capital development plan, but rather a vision document that
articulates goals and policies for park and public realm development in the future.

Track Record/ Monitor

MDPR will have the responsibility for coordinating future efforts to implement the
plan. Those efforts will involve other County departments, including Planning and
Zoning, Public Works, Transit, DERM, GSA, Libraries, and Cuitural Affairs, and state
and federal agencies involved in public realm development.

Background :
The Park and Open Space System Master Plan is a broad policy framework and

vision document that will guide the development and stewardship of parks and
conservation open space into the 21% century. It envisions a system that connects
communities through parks, public spaces, natural and cultural areas, greenways,
water trails and streets. That system will provide a framework for a more livable and
sustainable South Florida. The goal of the Park and Open Space System Master
Plan is to ensure the development of a great park system comprised of the public
realm that improves the overall quality of life for all our residents and visitors.

|
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The last Open Space Master Plan written in 1969 has successfully guided the
Miami-Dade County Park and Recreation Department in becoming one of the largest
and most diverse park systems in the United States. As Miami-Dade County
continues to grow, it is faced with new challenges, including new development
patterns, re-development, declining open space, increased traffic congestion, lack of
affordable housing, the need for economic development and the potential for
environmental decline.

Attachment
Alex Munoz )
Assistant County Manage
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MEMORANDUM

(Revised)
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TO: Honorable Chairman Bruno A. Barreiro DATE: February 19, 2008

and Members, Board of County Commissioners

Ct\ _' o Amended
FROM: R. A. Cdevas, Jr! SUBJECT: Agendaltem No. g(M)(1){(a)
County Attorney

Please note any items checked.

“4-Day Rule” (“3-Day Rule” for committees) applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal ofﬁcmls required prior to public

hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget réquire_d

Statement of fiscal impact required

Bid waiver requiring County Manager’s writte.n recommendation

O.rdi:nance creating a new board requires detailed County Manager’s
report for public hearing

Housekeeping item (no policy decision required)

No committee review



Amended

Approved Mavyor AgendaltemNo. 8(M) (1) (A)
Veto 02-19-08
Override
’ R-#171-08
RESOLUTION NO. 0

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
PARK AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM MASTER PLAN;
ENDORSING THE PLAN’S PRINCIPLES, GOALS AND
VISION; AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE
TO DEVELOP AN IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY AND
ACTION NO LATER THAN TWELVE MONTHS AFTER THE
ADOPTION OF THIS RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, in 2006, Miami-Dade County began the Park and Opén Space System
Master Plan process with the Great Park Summit; and
WHEREAS, at this event, national leaders in the park and open space profession
challenged the County to create a iong term vision for a Miami-Dade County connected by Parks
and Open Space; and
WHEREAS, the Park and Recreation Department, in collaboration with city, state, and
federal park and recreation agencies in Miami-Dade County, and with the support and input
provided by other County departments, state agencies and the community, has completed the
“plan which provides a vision for a more sustainable and Jivable Miami-Dade County; and
WHEREAS, the Plan is based on the following principles and goals:
EQUITY - Every resident should be able to enjoy the same quality of public facilities and
services regardless of income, age, race, ability or geographic location;
ACCESS - Every resident should be able to safely and comfortably walk, bicycle, drive and/or
ride public trapsit from their home to work, school, parks, libraries, shopping and community
facilities;
BEAUTY - Every public space including streets, parks, plazas and civic buildings should be

designed to be aesthetically pleasing and complement the natural and cultural landscape;

M
IS
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Agenda Item No. 8(M) (1) (A)

Page No. 2

MULTIPLE BENEFITS - Every single public action should generate multiple public ‘benefits
to maximize taxpayer dollars; -
SEAMLESSNESS - Every element of the County, including neighborhoods, parks, natural
areas, streets, schools, civic centers and commercial areas should be connected without regard to
jurisdiction;
SUSTAINABILITY - Natural resources, including water, wildlife habitat and open space, must
be protected for future generations; and

WHEREAS, based on these principles, the goals of the plan are to improve the quality
of life for all residents and visitors through creating a community that is environmentally,
socially and economically sustainable; and

WHEREAS, this Board endorses these principles, goals and the vision embodied in this
Plan, |

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board approves the
Miami-Dade County Park and Open Space System Master Plan, endorses the principles, goals
and vision of the plan, and directs the Mayor or his designee to develop an implementation
strategy and action plan that ensures that these principles, goals and vision are fully embedded in
the County’s strategic plan, incorporated into the goals and policies of effecting County
departments, communicated to all pubic agencies, including public schools, other municipalities

and state and federal agencies no later than 12 months after the effective date of this resolution.
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Resolution No. R-171-08

Amended
Agenda Item No. 8(M)(1)(A)
Page No. 3

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz . |, who
moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dorrin D. Rolle

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

Bruno A. Barreiro, Chairman aye
Barbara J. Jordan, Vice-Chairwoman aye

Jose "Pepe" Diaz, aye Audrey M. Edmonson aye
Carlos A. Gimenez gye Sally A. Heyman aye
Joe A. Martinez absent Dennis C. Moss aye
Dorrin D. Rolle aye Natacha Seijas aye
Katy Sorenson absent Rebeca Sosa aye

Sen. Javier D. Souto aye

The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 19" day
of February, 2008. This resolution shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of its
adoption unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an

override by this Board.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY ITS BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. A E)DC/

Diamela del Castillo
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parks and open space systen:

“When we build let us think that we build forever. Let it not be
for present delight, nor for present use alone; let it be such work
as our descendents will thank us for, and let us think, as we
lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when those stones
will be held sacred because our hands have touched them.”

John Ruskin

Miami-Dade County is facing the same population growth issues as-
many other metropolitan areas, a diminished quality of life, increased
congestion, declining recreation and conservation open space, visual ’
blight, limited transportation options and social inequities. With the
population expected to increase by three million residents in the year
2025 and up to 4.5 million by 2060, additional pressure will be placed
on an already stressed physical, social, and economic environment.

This Parks and Open Space Master Plan envisions that great parks,
public spaces, natural and cultural areas, streets, greenways, blueways,
and trails can form the framework for 2 more livable and sustainable
community. Such a plan for the public realm cannot be considered
as an isolated system, but one that is integrated into the overall
fabric of the community and one that will create the kind of place
and community, where residents-want to live; employers want to do
business; and tourists want to visit.

The goal of this Master Planning process is to “create a seamless,
sustainable system of parks, recreation and conservation open spaces
for this and future generations”.

Specific objectives include:

A unified, physical vision far a connected regional system
' Guiding principles for a unified physical vision
Park classifications for a regional system

A defined role of County responsibilities

executzve summary

REATING- A 50 YEAR, UNIFYING VISION FOR A LIVABLE, SUSTAINABLE MiAM:!
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CREATING o $0 YEAHR UNIFYING VISION FOR A LIVABLE, SUSTAINABLE MIAMI-DADE COUNT"®

Great Parks arefor everyone, and should provide adiverse and balanced
system of active and passive recreational opportunities. The County’s
Vision is that residents of every neighborhood, urban, suburban, rural,
incorporated and unincorporated, have equal access to places to walk,
to exercise, to socialize and to engage in a healthy, active lifestyle.

Great Public Spaces often define the great cities of the world. _ As
Miami-Dade County develops more densely, there will be a need for
great, attractive, usable public spaces that provide an opportunity
for meaningful recreation experiences. These can be anything from
neighborhood plazas to great waterfront vistas and promenades.

There is especially great potential for new transit station parks/urban
plazas that would serve as the central gathering places for transit oriented
developments (TODs). These publlc spaces would have a potentially
smaller service area radius of about one quarter of a mile, and serve:
local residents’ needs for walking, meeting, informal play, and special
events. Not only would they plovlde another outlet for recreation and
social interaction, transit-oriented parks would act as a place-maker and

a form-giver vo TOD:s.

Great Natural and Cultural Places can be celebrated in a system
of Zones (clusters of Environmentally Endangered Lands and Cultural
Resource Centers) that: provide a variety of education activities and
programs; elevate the publics appreciation and understanding of
the County’s natural ecosystems and cultural amenities; engage the
surrounding neighborhoods; and link the sites with the other elements
of the open space system through streets, greenways, and water trails.

Great Streets can be created through the redevelopment of existing
arterial and collector roads to: create urban form and identity; improve
aesthetics; provide for bicycle/pedestrian safety and comfort; and
to improve the social, physical and economic environment for land
uses along the corridors. To facilitate the creation of great sureets,
Miami-Dade County must move beyond vehicular performance-based
street design and instead design streets that are defined by their role
in the community. While all streets should have a minimum level of
accessibility to all modes of transportation, not all streets require the
same details.

Great Greenways Trails and Water Trails  can form an
interconnected system that: provides transportation alternatives and
reduces traffic congestion; creates new recreational opportunities;
increases property values; protects natural resources; and encourages
tourism and business development. These trails strengthen connections
across the County, from Broward to Monroe Counties, from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Everglades.

| 20



Equity - Every resident should be able to enjoy the same quality of public facilities and services regardless

of income, age, race, ability or geographic location.

Access - Every resident should be able to safely and comfortably walk, bicycle, drive and/or ride transit
from their home to work, school, parks, shopping and communiry facilities.

Béauty -Every public space, including streets, parks, plazas and civic buildings, should be designed to be
as aesthetically pleasing as possible, and te compliment the natural and cultural landscape.

Multiple Benefits - Every single public action should generate multiple publlc benefits to maximize
taxpayer dollars.

Seamlessness - Every element of the County, including neighborhoods, parks, natural areas, streets, Civic
centers.and commercial areas, should be connected without regard to jurisdiction.

Sustainability - Every action and improvement of the Park System, including facilities, programs,
operations and management, should contribute to the economic, social and environmental prosperity of

the County.

Following these principles, Miami-Dade County can expand its Parks and Open Space System to form the
foundatlon and framework for a seamless, livable and sustainable community. Imagine a future Miami-

Dade County where

c:airzatlon

.Every res:dent can safely and comfortably wafk e
brcycle or take transit to community parks, recrestion.
centers. and special use/sports facilities. =

mfrastrdcture pro;ec to tell the Countys story” an to

create a sense of place

-». Parks should provide for a balance of active an
passuve uses.

. The County’s s1gn|frcent culturat and h:stonca(-Srtes
are piotected, mamtamed and promoted. B

. ATh_e County Parks Department works with ver
municipality and the School District to provide: public
_aCCess to schools, city parks, and County recreat{on;-;'
areds. : ;

e Park lmprovements are used as catalysts for
nerghborhood stabmzauon and/or redevelopment

. Equitable pubhc access is provnded to lakes,, "

beaches, arid other major natural features. development County-wide.

. Parks are designed to- be flexible in order 10
accommodate everchangmg recreation trends ‘and
demographrcs

A Conservatuonareas and critical habitat are protecte
from over-use and negative impacts. :

« An mterconnected network of shaded and .
blkeways and trails connect to parks, nerghborhodds"{
schools, employment cetners, civic buildings, and other_.,'..
community destinations. S

» Residents of surrounding neighborhoods are engaged
in the planning and design of each park. :

CREATING A 50 YFEAR, UNIFYING VISION FOR A LIVABLE, SUSTAINARLF MiAMI-DADE COUNTY

S

» Parks are des?gned to reduce energy and: waierA
'consumptron and .o serve as models for sustalnable i
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
Honorable Carlos Alvarez, Mayor

BOARD OF COUNTY: COMMISSIONER'S
Bruno A Barriero, Chairman
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George: M. Burgess,. County-Mariager.

‘RobertA Cuevasir., Coi(nzyﬂjgii?rney

-RADE COUNTY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM

MASTER PLAN VISION

A public declaration of principles and goals for a seamless, sustainable system
of great parks, public spaces, natural areas & cultural areas, greenways,
water trails, and streets.

THE MIAMI

A5G YEAR, URIFYING YVISION FOR A LIVABLE. SUSTAINABLE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
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for present-delight, fior: for present use alone;

“as our-descendants will: thank us for, and fe
stone on'stohie, thata time is.to ‘come wheh-
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red:because our-hands have touched:
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individuais:

Senior Administration:

Jack Kardys, interim Director
Vivian Donnell Rodriguez, Immediate Past Director
W. Howard Greg.Assistant Director for Planning and Development
Allison Diego, Assistant Director for Administration
Frank Farragalli, Interim Assistant Director for Obemtions
George Parrado,Assistant Director for Recreation and Operations

Steering Group:
W. Howard Gregg, Assistant Director for Planning and Development
Maria Nardi, Park System Planning Section
Dr. Barbara falsey, Chief of Planning and Research Division
Emilie Young, Director of Environmentally Endangered Lands
Dave Barth, Glatxing Jackson, Principal:in-Charge
Joe Webb, Glatting jackson, Project Manager

Planning-and Research Division Staff: Landscape Architecture Staff:

Kevin Asher Randy Koper Chris Alonso
Jordan Bess Andy McCall Paul Carey

Diana Cornely Alissa Turdetaub Karen Cheney
Eric Hansen Elena Urieta Martha Macdonald

Mark Heinicke

Lucy Binhack, Leisure Access Supervisor

Gil Delgado, Special Tax District Supervisor

Kathy Haley, Marina Operations Supervisor

Roger Hammer, Castellow Hammock Park Manager
Doris Howe, Communications and Marketing Manager
Bill Irvine, Deering Estate Manager

Jim King, Eco-Adventures Coordinator

Ernie Lynk. Crandon Park Visitor's and Nature Center

Other Divisions Include:
Architecture and Engineering
Capital Program

Design and Development
Construction and Maintenance
Administration Division

Park Region Managers

Alex Cann

Carolyn Gibson Joe Maguire, Natural Areas Management

Tom Morgan Carlos McKeon, Goff Operations Supervisor

Renae Nouage Donna Peyton, Fundraising and Development Manager

Alan Weirze! Barry Steinman, Arts & Culture Manager
Eric Stephens, Metro Zoo Director

We would diso like io acknowledge the support, input and colfcboration of the following departments, agencies
and organizotons:

Miami-Dade County: Other Agencies and Professional QOrganixations:

Art in Public Places American Institute of Architects

Arts and Culwre American Planning Association

County Manager's Office American Society of Landscape Architects
Community lmage Advisory Board ' Beacon Council

Deparamnent of Environmental Resources Management Biscayne National Park

General Services Administration Everglades Nationat Park

Cooperative Extension Service

FIU/FAU Center for Urban and Environmental Policy.
Planning and Zoning Departument Florida International Uaiversity School of Design
Public Schools Greater MiamiVisitor and Convention Bureau

Public Works Department : Human Services Coalition
Transit Deparunent Metropolitan Center
Smart Growth Network
South flocida Water Management District
The Trust for Public Lands
Urban Environment League
Urban Land Instituce
University of Miami School of Architecture

Historic Preservation
Library Deparoment

And the genzral public wha have attended meetings and provided valuable feedback and support for the Vision.
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the barks win

2. A GREEN LEGACY:

chirarology of the miami-dade parks

3. GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

for a sustainable future

4. VISION:

for @ seamiess, susiainable parks and open spoce system

5. IMPLEMENTATION

6. NEIGHBORHOOD VISION CASE STUDIES:

defining g common languege for ¢ sustainabie neighborhcod
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‘the:city as in the countryside.
iihitain the bounty of that great
1 s clear that we mustdook

‘-‘We need nature.as muchii
~In order to endure we:mus

-eornucopia whickiis o
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Introduction

Through the Parks Window

Miami-Dade County is facing the same population growth issues as many other metropolitan areas, a diminished quality
of life, increased congestion, declining recreation and conservation open space, visual bfight, limited transportation
options and social inequities.With the population expected to increase by three miflion residents in the year 2025

and up to 4.5 million by 2060, additional pressure will be placed on an already stressed physical, social. and economic

environment.

Florida Projections:
State Issues are County Issues

& population in millions

2005
Developed Land P

2060
Estimated Developed Land

Friands of Furkte;

Issues Facing Miami-Dade County:

By the year 2025, the County’s population is
expected to increase to approximately 3 million
residents. including a 30% increase in employment
opportunities.

Automobiles and vehicle trips are expected to
increase by 39 percent. Traffic congestion may
continue to worsen {South Florida was sixth
worst among 85 U.S. mewopolitan areas ranked by
rush-hour delays), further degrading the quality of
life for businesses and residents.

There is inadequate housing for the anticipated
30.000 new residents moving into the County
each year.

There is only a ten year supply of land available
for development within the Urban Development
Boundary.

The lack of available potable water from the
Biscayne aquifer may hinder future growth and
development.

The demand for land for aflordable, low-density
housing may over-ride protections for the
County's remaining agricultural lands.

Encroaching development and increasing
stormwater runoff may further imperil the already
fragile Everglades and Biscayne Bay.

The County's middle class may continue to
dwindle, further widening the gap between the
County's wealthiest and poorest residents (Miami-
Dade County is ranked 9ist in income; I2th in
paverty rate;and st in highest rent burden of the
100 largest counties in America).

Crime may continue to increase and social and
economic conditions worsen.

Educational artainment may continue to drop,
further shrinking the work force needed to attract
new businesses and higher-paying jobs.



eap land and-seeming inexhaustible vater and
000-néw arrivals every day, @ cosmopolitan mix

corrupL and: gewng worse each day

Imagine Miami

This plan is the result of an eighteen-month long Parks and Open Space planning process, involving County staff. residents. agency
representatives and elected officials. The goal of the process is to“Create a Seamless, Sustainable System of Park, Recreation and
Conservation Open Spaces for this and future generations”” Specific objectives include developing:

« A unified, physical vision for a connected regional system
. Guiding principles for a unified physicai vision

« Park classifications for a regional system

« Aclear role for the County

Howard Gregg, County Parks Department Assistant Director for Planning and Development.
summarizes the purpose of the Parks and Open Space System Master Plan:

“A quick glance at the Miami Herald's advertisements for apartments, lofts and condominiums
in Downtown, Brickell, Coral Way and some compact developments on the western fringe
illustrate the transformation of the County metropolitan region. Increasingly, we are hearing
discussions about densifying the urban core, the cost of sprawl, building walkable communities,
revializing older neighborhoods. promoting active lifestykes, and protecting our environment.
More neighborhoods are incorporating; we are divesting our local parks and investing in our IV S At
regional parks. The Park and Recreation Department is changmg Miami-Dade County is A
changing.

“The dme is right to develop a new Open Space Master Plan. The current Open Space Master
Plan, written and adopted in 1969, has successfully guided the Department in the development
of an incredible park system that now totals more than 12,000 acres. A new Open Space
Master Plan will help us respond to new park, recreation, and preservation opportunities

and challenges. The Plan will serve as a policy document and long-term vision plan to guide
future park development and stewardship. It will help us reposition ourselves as a model park
system in the 21st century, instill a renewed sense of pride and enthusiasm among our citizens
and further our standards of innovation and park excellence”

\
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"Wq do not inhérit the earth from our angestors; wé borrow
it from our childre S
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A Green Legacy
Chronelogy of the Miami-Bade Parks Systam
1928-2007

1920’ - 1930's

The Miami-Dade County Parks System began in 1929, when the County Road Beautification Department
hired AD.“Doug” Barnes. lt was a time of great anxiety due to the stock market crash of 1929 and the
Great Depression of the §930s. Surprisingly, parks across the country were “beneficiaries” of the grim
economic times, as men from the Civilian Conservation Corps {CCC) were hired to construct shelters,
pavilions, and other park structures. Mr. Barnes is credited with having the foresight to acquire many of the
County’s most cherished heritage parks and overseeing their development, including:

- Matheson Hammock Park (1930)

- Greynolds Park (1933)

- Haulover Park (1935)

- Redland Fruit and Spice Park (1938) .
- Fairchild Gardens (1938) A.D. Bornes, Director of the Couaty Rood ¥
- Homestead Bayfront Park (1938) Beautification Department in the 19205 and 19305

Historic image of Matheson Hammock Park

1940's
When the first Park Bond Referendums were passed in 1940 and 1947, five more parks were acquired:

- Virginia Beach (1940)

- Camp Owaissa Bauer {1941)

- Crandon Park / Rickenbacker Causeway {1947)
- Dade County Auditorium (1948)

- Chapman Field (1949)

1950’s )

In the 1950’ Trail Glades Range (1951),Vizcaya (1952), and Elliot Key {1953} joined the system. By 1957, the County adopted its
Home Rule Charter, and began providing municipal services to the unincorporated areas--this marked the County’s entree into
Neighborhood Parks beginning with Carol, Myrde Grove, Norwood, Westwood, and Continental Parks.

1960’s .

As the Neighborhood Park system continued to grow. large
parks such as Castellow Hammock (1962), Tamiami Park (1962),
Amelia Earhart (1964), and the Palmetto Golf Course (1967)
were acquired. The County entered into a joint use agreement
with the Dade County School District in 1969, providing for

the joint development, maintenance and use of school/park
properties, and the County’s first (and most recent) Open Space
and Recreation Master Plan was completed in 1969.

At that time, the total County population was approximately
1,200,000 and the County’s Parks and Open Space System
induded approximately 7,256 acres including:

- 4“Mini-parks" (4 acres) .

- 33 Neighborhood Parks (164 acres)

- 4 Community Parks {i 18-acres)

- |l Mewopolitan Parks (4,742 acres)

- 3 Nature Preserves (899 acres)

- 7Wayside Parks (37 acres)

- 10 Ornamental Areas (16 acres)

- 13 Special Activity Areas (1161 acres)

- 41 Undeveloped and Undesignated Open Space Land (115)

The 1969 Miomi-Dade Parks System



1970's
The 1969 Plan established an aggressive agenda for the continued growth of the Parks System to keep up with increasing demand. In

1972, County residents approved The Decade of Progress Bond Referendum. Bond monies were used to acquire and improve the
Metrozoo, Tropical Park, Amelia Farhart Park, Black Point Marina, and multiple Neighborhood Parks.

1980's
The 1980's was a decade of very slow growth and reduced operating and capital budgets. The Parks Department moved aggressively

into revenue enterprise operations and public/private partnerships to offset funding cuts. Although growth opportunities were
limited, the County in partnership with the State of Florida, was still able to acquire one of the crown jewels of the Parks System, the

Charles Deering Estate (1985).

1990’

The [990's was a decade of both great progress and tremendous setbacks. The County passed its first Park Impact Fee Ordinance
in 1990, generating much needed funds for new park development. The County also initiated its Environmentally Endangered Lands
(EEL) Program in 1990 to secure and protect remnants of the County’s important natural areas. Hurricane Andrew struck in 1992,
however, causing devastating destruction to many of the County’s parks. The “Save Our Parks” County Charter Amendment in 993
and the Safe Neighborhood Parks Bond Referendum in {996 provided protection and resources to renovate and repair many of the
County's facilities, as well as providing for additional parkland acquisition and development. Projects included the Metrozoo Aviary,
West Kendall District Park Acquisition, Homestead Air Reserve Park Acquisition, Crandon Park Nature Center and Beach Cabanas,

and the restoration of Camp Owaissa Bauer and the Deering Estate.

2000’s

The current decade has been one of looking back to see where the County has been since 1929, making plans for the next
generation of growth, and developing new tools and strategies for getting there. Recent and new initiatives include the Quality
Neighborhood Initiatives Program; the Building Better Communities Bond Referendum (2004); celebration of the Miami-Dade
County Parks and Recreation Department’s 75th anniversary; preparation of the Park History Book to document and commemorate
the growth and development of the County's Park System; and the creation of this. the Parks and Open Space Master Plan,

Today approximately 1 1.5 miflion visitors come to Miami-Dade County each year, and the total population continues to grow. The
County’s park system has grown as well, becoming the largest and most diverse urban park system in the nation, with:

- Over 250 parks comprising 12,727 acres (almost double the acreage in 1969)
- 15,780 acres of Environmentally Endangered Lands (EELs)

- An operating budget exceeding $100 million plus natural fands management

- 2 National Parks on its boarders’

Design Legacy

" The existing Miami-Dade parks system has a design legacy that goes back to the beginning of the landscape architecture design
profession. William Lyman Phillips, a purveyor of the Olmstead philosophy, designed many of Miami-Dade County's important
parks indluding, Grenoylds, Matheson Hammaock, and Cradon Parks. The design legacy that he left draws upon significant historic
precedents and emphasized harmony, variety and contrast These principles continue to guide the development of parks today.




When we.try to pick out anythmg by itself, we f' nd it hltched'
to everythmg ‘elsein.the universe.’

JOHN MUIR

14

26






‘SEAMLESSNESS

- Every element of the County, including neighborhoods,
parks, natural areas, streets, civic centers and-commercial
areas, should be connected without regard- to jurisdiction.

-Every public space, including streets. parks, plazas and civic
buildings. should be designed to be as aesthetically pleasing
as possible, and to compliment the natural and cultura
landscape.

y:re_siden[ should be able to-safely and comfortably

SEQUITY

é_yéry resident should be able to er{joy thé same qualicy of

" -public facilities and secrvices gegardless of income, age, race,

Zbilicy or geographic location.

STAINABILITY
sry”action and improvement of the Park System,
ng facilities; programs, operations aid management,
uld.contribute to the economic; social and
*-environmental prosperity of the County.

16

- EvEry. single public action should generate multiple public

benelits to maximize taxpayer dollars.




Goals

Eveéry resident in the County can
walk (within 5 minutes} to a central
neighborhood park or civic space for
picnics, special events, informat play
and socialization.

Every resident can safely and
comfortably walk, bicycle, or

take transit to community parks,
‘recreation centers and special use/
sports facilities.

* A'balance of active and passive
. Tecréation opportunities are available
to all residents.

‘with State and Federal Agencies, every.
_municipality and the School District:
to provide public access to 'schoals,
parks, and recreation areas.

« Public access is provided to lakes,
--beaches; forests and other miajor
atural. areds. The: -County’s significint
“clltaral and-historical sités.are.
rotected; maln(alned and pnomoted

rfservauon areas and critical”
€its.ace protected from over-use
and negative impacts.

ed boulevards and: parkways
definethe: County’s urban form.

he County Parks Department works -

~
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“ Make no- little plans; they have no magic to's

and prcjb_ébly_,WJII.'.th'ém_gelVe§-~ not be. réalized M;

aim “high' i ﬁjc_),péfar'id work, Eemgmbering tha
diagrain.once recorded will not dit
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Vision

For & Seam
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“Our cities, our communities ond the places we inhabit have on immense impoct on how we think ond oct os humon beings. The quality of
aur built environment has the power to define community identity, transformi our public spoces ond creote 0 meoningful sense of place. Major
public infrostructure, like transportation systems, public works projects ond porks, offer the opportunity to shape neighborhoods, londscapes,
ond cities. With this master planning process, we hove an apportunity to orticulate @ land use agenda that promotes a mare fivable, attractive,
efficient and environmentally aware community. We can create memorable places ond images that tronsform the commonploce into the
extraordinary by applying unconventional approaches to design that broaden the palette of traditional responses to urban form and function.
We are engaged in and proposing nothing less than a culturdl shift in how we think about our approach to community and park plonning and
the uses of materials, processes and systems for dvic infrastructure.”
Vivian Donnell Rodriguexr
Miami-Dade County Parks and Recreation
2006 Great Parks Summit

The vision for the Miami-Dade County Parks and Open Space System is to create a new, interconnected framework for growth,
one that results in a more a livable, sustainable community. Consisting of existing and proposed parks, public spaces, natural

and cultural places, greenways, trails and streets, the framework will form the foundation or “bone structure™ of the County to
accommodate growth while also improving the quality of life for residents. The new framework will encourage the revitalization of
neighborhoods; allow for the orderly redevelopment of existing land uses in response to changing markets and demographics; and
ensure greater environmental protection. It will also improve the social fabric of the County, providing equitable access to parks and
open spaces, and providing more opportunities for residents to meet, sodialize and connect with one another.

The Parks and Open Space System Vision is a long term initiative to re-position the County by creating a new framework for livability
and sustainability that better addresses the issues facing the community. While it is projected that the Vision will require at least 50
years to fully implement, it is important that we recognize every incremental action will provide an opportunity to move one step
closer to realizing the overall Vision of an interconnected framework, and a more livable, sustainable Miami-Dade County.

The vision for the Miami-Dade County Parks and Open Space system includes the following components:

[. GREAT PARKS are for everyone, and should provide a diverse and balanced
system of active and passive recreationat opportunities. The County’s Vision is

that residents of every neighborhood, urban, suburban, rural, incorporated and
unincorporated, have equal atcess to places to walk. to exerdise, to socialize and to
engage in a healthy, active lifestyle. :

2. GREAT PUBLIC SPACES often define the great cities of the world. As Miami-
Dade County develops more densely, theére will be a need for great, aturactive, usable
public spaces that provide an opportunity for meaningful recreation experiences.
These can be anything from neighborhood plazas to great waterfront vistas and
promenades.

3. GREAT NATURAL AND CULTURAL PLACES can be celebrated in

a system of Zones (clusters of Environmentally Endangered Lands and Cultural
Resource Centers) that: provide a variety of education activities and programs; elevate
the public’s appreciation and understanding of the County’s natural ecosystems and
cultural amenities; engage the surrounding neighborhoods; and link the sites with the
other elements of the open space system through streets. greenways, and water trails.

4. GREAT GREENWAYS, TRAILS,AND WATER TRAILS can form an
interconnected system that: provides transportation alternatives and reduces traffic
congestion; creates new recreational opportunities; increases property values; protects
natural resources; and encourages tourism and business development. These trails
strengthen connections across the County, from Broward to Monroe Counties, from
the Adantic Ocean to the Everglades.

5. GREAT STREETS can be created through the redevelopment of existing arterial

and collector roads to: create urban form and identity; improve aesthetics; provide

for bicycle/pedestrian safety and comfort: and to improve the social, physical and

economic environment for land uses along the corridors. To facilitate the creation -
of great streets, Miami-Dade County must move beyond vehicular performance-
based street design and instead design streets that are defined by their role in the
commonity. While all streets should have a minimum level of accessibility to afi modes
of transportation, not all streets require the same details.

20
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1 GREAT PARKS

“Considering that (the American parks movement} has occurred simultaneously with @ great enlargement of towns and development of urban
habits, is it not reasonable to regard it is a self-preserving instinct of civilization?”

Great Parks Vision Frederick {aw Olmsted

The first “layes”™ of the Vision is a great parks system. Great cities have great park systems with
beautiful parks, public plazas, and outstanding natural features. Because human beings have a
basic need for parks and open space, to re-connect with nature. Communities without adequate
open space are dreary and depressing. socially, aesthetically, and economically. While parks
systems in the past were thought of as "amenities”, communities across the country now realize
just how much value these park systems bring to their locales.

Miami-Dade County is changing. The Vision for Great Parks acknowledges that in order for the
system to be relevant it needs to be responsive to the new issues the community is facing. A
great Parks System:

» Stimulates the physical, mental, and spiritual potential of individuals

* Fosters good schools, jobs, housing, public transportation, dean air, and safety

= Encourages a harmonious relationship between man and nature

* Helps conserve energy and natural resources

= Brings quality to the physical, social, economic, and cultural environment

» Provides balanced and diverse recreational opportunities

» Takes advantage of its unique features, climate, geography, population, history. industry, and

express them through design
¢ Understands a community’s roots
* Involves people in the planning and use of projects

To position the department for the future, the Miami-Dade Parks System needs to be flexible across a wide range of contexts and
based on delivering services rather than just on acreage and population. The current model for parks that is based on a sub-urban
development context primarily automobile dependent and assumes the availability of large tracks of land for parks development. This
model will not work in a County that is experiencing much of its growth through redevelopment and increased density. The new

model for parks acknowledges that the need for parks varies widely across the County depending on the development context and

the demographics and lifestyles of a particular area. To this end, the criteria developed for the new parks system is based on recreation
needs and experiences in a particular location within the rural to urban context. The diagram below illustrates the range of habitats that
parks need to be integrated into. Chapter six further describes how the transect works and provides hypothetical case study examples
of how the vision for parks and open space can be applied along the rural to urban continuum.

This neighborhood context planning approach replaces the conventional typologies for parks and simplifies the definition of park

types to the basic classifications of “Programmed™ and “AtWill” recreation. Programmed activities are the traditional types of active
recreational activities that are scheduled at specific times and for specific activities. The notion of “AtWill" activities encompasses the
types of activities that had previously been referred to as passive recreation, but recognizes that more and more people are looking for
activities, both active and passive, that can be done at the user’s will. People are increasingly interested in activities like walking and biking
that do not require them to meet an exact schedule or to be organized with large numbers of other people.
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Great Parks Vision

This map illustrates the approximate locations of new parks and open spaces within the Urban Development Boundary to achieve
new “Public Parks and Open Space Activity Cr
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Public Parks and Open Space Activity Criteria

As discussed previously, Miami-Dade County has a great existing Parks System, currently comprised of over 250 parks and over
12,000 acres of land. Additionally, the County’s 35 municipalities also own and manage hundreds of other parks and recreation
areas. As the County and municipalities have grown, however, the location of these facilities has resulted, in part, in an inequitabte
distribution of facilities and programs throughout the County. Some residents can walk or bicycle to a nearby park or community
center. for example, while others have to drive for miles to.get to a similar facility. The Vision for the County’s Parks System,
emphasizes equitable access for every resident, rather than the traditional measure of a certain number of County-wide park
acres or facilities per County resident.

The first measure of "equitable access” is the absence of barriers to existing parks and recreation facilities. The Americans with
Disabilides Act (ADA) guarantees equal opportunity for individuals with disabilities in public accommodations, employment and *
transportation. To this end Miami-Dade County must continually evaluate each of its existing park and recreation facifities to identify
and address any “defidencies” or barriers to access. This evaluation also includes the presence or absence of sidewalks, bicycle
paths or lanes and transit service to each park and facility; many residents cannot drive, or do not have access to an automobile.
Additionally, a reduced dependency on automobiles is a key element of the Vision for a more sustainable community.

The second measure of equitable access is the distance people
have to walk, bicycle or drive to participate in the daily or

~ weekly activities generally associated with local (neighborhood)
parks and open space. Residents should be able to safely
participate in the following activities close to home:

e Walk for fun or exercise

* Walk the dog

« Ride a bike for fun or exercise

» Sit outside to read, contemplate or meet friends
* Play with other kids on a piayground

* Play a game of catch or Frisbee

 Picnic’andfor sun bathe on 3 lawn

» Play pick-up sports or practice baseball, soccer, football,
skateboard, basketball, tennis, racquetball or other sports

+ Exercise, attend classes, lectures, social functions

* Swim
The Parks and Open Space Vision proposes that every resident has equitable access to these basic activities, and that every
neighborhood within the County in time should be upgraded if necessary — to meet residents’ needs. The type of facilities required
to meet these needs may vary according to context. A resident living in a high rise condominium in an urban area may walk on local
streets and sidewalks, for example, while a resident in suburban Miami-Dade County may walk on a trail at a nearby Community Park.
Similarly, a rural resident may play catch in someone’s large rural yard, while an urban resident will walk to a nearby neighborhood
green or square. The “Activity-Based Parks and Open Space Criteria” on the next page outlines criteria for evaluating existing and
proposed neighborhoods in Miami-Dade County, as well as potential improvements to ensure equitable local access.

The “Public Parks and Open Space Activity Criteria” also outlines the third measure of equitable access, the distance people have to
walk, bicycle or drive to participate in the area-wide recreational activities generally found outside of people’s neighborhoods such

as:
¢ Swimming recreationally or competitively in a public pool

* Fishing from land or a boat

+ Paddling a canoe or kayak

« Observing nature and wildlife

« Motor boating

« Autending festivals, concerts or special outdoor events
= Playing in organized competition spores.

+ Participating in exercise classes, lectures, social functions

Generally the types of facilities needed to accommodate these activities require either
. a major natural resource,
2. alarge facility that generates noise and traffic, and is incompatible with residential land uses,
3. afacility that cannot be supported by a single neighborhood. )

Therefore these facilities are generally located along major collector or arterial roads, away from residential uses. The Parks and
Open Space Vision proposes that these area-wide facilities should be distributed equitably throughout the County, based on the
*“Public Parks and Open Space Activity Criteria ”, to ensure that every resident has equal opportunity to participate in the activities
outlined above, and to reduce dependency on automobile access. Transit and bicycle atcess are particularly critical to ensure access
to these facilities.
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Elements of a Great Park: Park Planning and Design Principles

In addition to providing equitable access to parks and open spaces throughout the County, every park should be designed to
contribute to the environmental, social and economic well-being of the surrounding neighborhood and community. Parks cannot be
planned and designed as independent “recreation islands™; they must respond to the context of adjacent streets and tand uses as well.

Key actributes include:

* Native shade trees that are planted to reduce heat; provide .
shaded walks, parking lots and recreation facilities; provide
wildlife habitat; reduce dependency on irrigation; and improve
aesthertics

.

» Park pathways and sidewalks that are connected to a regional
bicydel/pedestrian network to provide access to and from ransit,
neighborhoods, schools, work places and commercial activity
centers

* Public art and interpretive displays that are incorporated into
the park design to provide a sense of place, based on the local
culture, environment and history

= Residenual and commercial development located across the
street, should face the park (rather than backing up to the park)
to provide for increased security and “eyes on the park”; w
incorporate the public street, sidewalk and street trees into .
the park design; to better delineate the line between public
and private realms; and to enhance the value of the properties
fronting the park

Design Principles
- Shade parking to reduce glare and heat build up .
¢ Secure pick-up/drop-off area

* Integrate parks with regional greenways

< Provide 50% tree canopy and incorporate best management .
practices for ecological sustainabifity .
+ Shade walkways .

¢ Provide shade structures
 Incorporate environmental art
= Plan parks with schools

+ Allow on-street parking

The Economics of Great Parks

On-street parking that is provided to calm traffic, provide a
buffer between the park and streer, and to reduce the need for
land-consuming, expensive and hot off-street parking lots
Sports fields that are clustered to maximize their use for
multiple activities and events, and to reduce maintenance costs

Nearby or adjacent schools that are connected to the

park through wide sidewalks and cross walks to maximize
opportunities for the joint use of meeting space, playgrounds,
sports fields and other common park/ school facilities

Multiple access points from surrounding neighborhood to the
park

Park signage that is minimized to avoid clutter, and is integrated
with the County’s public art and sign/ wayfinding programs

Park management that emphasizes sustainable best
management practices such as the use of native plants,
xeriscaping and reclaimed irrigation water; use of green
building materials; and minimal use of pesticides and fertilizers

Plan transit connections

Zone housing to face park for security

Bound parks with perimeter roads to eliminate in holdings
Shared use parking

Minimize signage and visval clutter

Plan connections to area-wide activities for parks and open
spaces

School frontage on collector street
Acknowledge historic and cultural significance of the area




Neighborhood Park Revitalization
Conversion of a vacant lot into a neighborhood park can be a catalyst for the redevelopment of surrounding properties and the creation of
higher density, affordabie homes.
Adjacenc utilities and storage distract from appearance
Side of home fail (o provide good visibility to park
Private property in holdings promote encroachments
Y .

; ',& X
nmaintained turf discourages use and conveys a sense of uncaring
tack of shade makes the area uncomforable
tack of sidewalks and crosswalks discourages pedestrian use

Large plantings and impervious fencing create fear zones

Adjacent homes facing park promorte accivity and natural safety by providing eyes on the park

Neighbortiood sale, public open space provides outdaor recreation for mixed use, integrated development

‘Wialks connect to neighborhood
Perimeter streets deli e park, elimi encroachments-and minimize conflict




2 GREAT PUBLIC SPACES

“These are the places we remember most vividly, the places where serendipitous things happen, the places we tell stories about™

Project for Public Spaces, 2006

{n addition to a Great Parks System, the Miami-Dade County Parks and Open Space System Vision includes a system of great Public
Spaces. Libraries, museums, schools, government buildings, transit sations and other civid/ institutional places offer numerous
opportunities to create new public spaces for festivals, arts and crafts shows, green markets and other civic activities that bring

communities together.

Libraries have become the centers of dvic activity in many neighborhoods throughout Miami-Dade County, primarily because of
the success of the branch fibrary system concept. Residents no longer have to drive downtown to a central downtown library, but
can access all of the services of the library system from their local branch. Many branch libraries have replaced the local elementary
schools as the centers of local community life, and are ideal locations for the creation of new outdoor Public Spaces such as plazas,

fountains and civic greens.

Museums also provide opportunities for great Public Spaces. Many museums host group field trips and special events in addition
to their daily programs and activities, and are natural places for residents to congregate. Similar to libraries, museums are ideal
locations for outdoor concerts, performances, exhibits, arts and crafts shows, green markets and other civic events.

Schools were traditionally used as public spaces throughout Miami-Dade County and the rest of the United States, but liability and
security concerns have forced many schools to severely limit public access. With forethought and good joint schoo!-park planning,
school grounds can stilt function well as public spaces. Playgrounds, multi-use fields, plazas and courtyards can all be designed to
accommodate civic events; liability and security concerns can be addressed through the thoughtful location of these spaces, as well as
the strategic location of fencing to ensure security while still allowing public access.

Government Buildings such as City Halls, County Buildings and Administration Centers can also serve as settings for great
Public Spaces, particularly for the public employees who work there.Well-designed, comfortable and shady plazas, courtyards and
gardens can provide great spaces for lunch or quiet reflection, as well as opportunities for outside meetings and retreats. These
spaces can also be used for green markets, arts and crafts shows and other civic events.

Transit Stations provide one of the most exciting
opportunities for Public Spaces in Miami-Dade County. Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) is focused on the creation of
compact, walkable communities centered on a well-designed
transportation station. Generally the surrounding communities are
higher density and mixed-use to encourage transit ridership and
provide a pleasant walking environment. As one gets farther from
the station, intensity of land use typically steps down. Ultimately,
TOD:s are intended to promote organized, directed growth along
nodes and corridors rather than amorphous sprawl.

In a country where riding the train or bus is not ingrained in

the culture, a major component of success for TODs is to make
alternative transportation attractive. Designing for passenger
comfort is essential to encourage people to utilize transit options.
Stations need safe, attractive pedestrian access; comfortable places
to wait; ample lighting; and effective information signage that
displays fares, transit schedules and other information. They also
need to be woven into the fabric of a the community through solid
connections to other modes of transportation, but also visually
connected. Instead of an immense parking fot that discourages
people from going to the station, a station park can attract people
to the area and also provide a greater feeling of safety and serenity.
For a station park or plaza, a 1/4 mile service area,a short walk, is
generally accepted.

The Great Public Spaces map shows the potential for about fifty
new public spaces that would serve as the central gathering places.
These public spaces would have a potentially smaller service area
radius of about one quarter of a mile, and serve local residents’
needs for walking, meeting, informal play, and special events.
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Great Public Spaces Vision

The Project for Public Spaces (PPS), a nationa! leader in creating and promoting quality places, has found that successful public places
have four key qualities: "they are accessible; people are engaged in activities there; the space is comforcable and has a good image;
and finally, it is a sociable place: one where people meet each other and take people when they come to visit” PPS further expands
on these four important qualities:

ACCESS and LINKAGES: You can judge the accessibility
of place by its connections to its surroundings, both visual and
physical. A successful public space is easy to get to and get
through; it is visible both from a distance and up close. The
edges of a space are important as well: for instance, a row of
shops along a street is more interesting and generally safer to
walk by than a blank wall or empty lot. Accessible spaces have
a high parking turnover and, ideally, are convenient to public
transit

COMFORT and IMAGE: Whether a space is comfortable

and presents itself well, has a good image, is key to its success.
Comfort includes perceptions about safety, cleanliness, and the
availability of places to sit. The importance of giving people the
choice to sit where they want is generally underestimated. ‘

USES and ACTIVITIES: Activities are the basic building
blocks of a place. Having something to do gives people a
reason to come to a place, and return. VWhen there is nothing
to do, a space will be empty and that generally means that
something is wrong.

SOCIABILITY: This is a difficult quality for a place to
achieve, but once attained it becomes an unmistakable feature.
When people see friends, meet and greet their neighbors, and
feel comfortable interacting with strangers, they tend to feel

a stronger sense of place or attachment to their community,
and to the place that fosters these types of social activities.

Planned with:. all Shade
civic buildings

Movibile tables Variable lighti
k \ e )4 [mg
and chairs for event and

non-event times . . .
ple:fixed:seating

sudf-use -



The Economics of Great Public Spaces




3 GREAT NATURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE AREAS

“Historic places tell a community where it came from what previous generations achieved what they believed, what they hoped to be. By protecting

these rerninders of the past, presérvau'on also builds the present and the future.” .
National Trust for Histaric Preservation

In 2002. 2 British study found that children could more easily identify the characters of the Pokemon cartoon than an otter, beetle, or
oak tree. But it's not just children who lack contact to nature, many adults who grew up building forts in the woods no longer find
the time to leave the city or suburbia and get into nature. In some cases, access to nature is too just far away or too unappealing to
make the eflort.

While many people are not getting enough nature, many natural lands are not getting enough appreciation. Land conservation
programs do help the environment, but there is a perception that their only function is an ecological one. This is unfortunate
given that more and more research points to the positive effects that open lands have on the well-being of people. Psychologically,
just viewing open space reduces stress levels. Direct interaction with nature, such as on an eco-tour or a casual walk through a
protected area, yields many more benefits, especilly in the development of children. Conserving lands can truly have dual benefits:

for nature and for people, and reinforcing the relationship between them.

Environmental Zones Mission and VYision

An Eco-zone is a group of protected natural areas that are connected
through greenways, blueways and biotic corridors that provide the
community with experience that inspire, educate and foster stewardship of
the natural environment of South Florida. Within an Eco-zone there shall
be a series of connected Eco-hubs that provide resource-based education
and recreation.

The Vision for Miami-Dade is a system of Environmental “Zones”
{clusters of environmentally endangered lands) that provide a variety

of eavironmental education activities and programs; elevate the public's
appreciate and understanding of the County’s natural ecosystems;
demonstrate the proper management of natural resources; engage the
surrounding neighborhoods in the use and management of the sites; and
link environmental sites with other elements of the open space system,
through streets, greenways, trails and blueways.

The concept promotes access and appreciation with responsible
environmental stewardship. Over time. many of the existing EEL sites

can be clustered into critical masses by acquiring neighboring lands. The
vision for the environmental zones does not propose a radical 2mount

of acquisition and physical change;instead, it is much more of a change in
branding, marketing, and management, in short, repackaging what natwral
and culeural areas are and getting the word out about what makes it unique.

STy Hom:

Environmentally endangered lands can create an identity and
sense of place for adjacent neighborhoods.

Environmental Zones Characteristics

A high quality Environmental Zones would emphasize different priorities: those where resource conservation is the priority, and
those where resource conservation education is the priority. The first type would have very limited public access; the second would
serve as areas for interpretive installments, nature centers and other visitor facilities, and have opportunities for passive recreation
such as hiking or birdwatching. :

In planning for all types of zones it is important that natural area functions should not be substantially compromised by recreation
objectives. All construction should meet green standards, and buildings should compliment the natural landscape and use compatible
materials. Areas that are more environmentally sensitive can be kept off-limits or have minimal public access, whereas adjacent
areas with less sensitivity can support educational activities and greater traffic. The hands-on educational component is crucial, as

is interpreting the ecological heritage of the area to help garner support for conservation practices. Environmental areas are great
opportunities to provide passive, resource-based recreation that overly programmed neighborhood and community packs may fack.
A secondary benefit of conserving environmental lands and providing access is the possibility of ecotourism, a potential source of
revenue.

Environmental Hub Characteristics:
* An Eco-hub is a site connected to an eco-zone that includes property suitable for development of recreation and educational
oppor tunities

+ An Eco-hub must balance recreational and educational access with conservation through the following conservation, design an

programing criteria
«- An Eco-hub must restore and protect the natural environment and function to connect all components of existing ecosystems

* An Eco-hub must be designed to reflect the natural character of the site: all infrastructure and land conservation methods must be
developed and maintained with the principles of sustainability and work harmoniously with the environment

* An Eco-Hub must be programmed to include a ranige of educational, recreational and volunteer programs to inspire, educate and
foster stewardship of South Florida communities.
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The experience of a natural area would also differ depending on what part of the transect of the urban environment they are located
in. Example characteristics are:

Urban Zone

. Green bulldmg practices design construction.facilities

+ Good signage: educational, interpretive; well-designed

* Rollerbiading, hiking, biking friils —paved; multi-purpose
trail in areas wherethére will be no degradation to the
adjacent.resource o ]

* Environmental centers that-are safe - provide security
through structured erivironmerntal programs:

= See urban wildlife - provide community-gardens for
bueterflies h

Sub-Urban Zone - .

+ Green building practices:design construmon facilities

». Good s:gnage.educzmonalJ mterpretlve well-designed
. Ro!lerbladlng, hiking..b paved multl ~purpose

trail in areds where there willbe:fio degradauon to the .
-adjacentrésource -

*-* Butterfly gardens - provide commnmty gardens for
butterflies
Environmental centers that-are-sife. - provnde 'security
through structured-gnvironmental programs
* Picnicking wnth.(armly -- provide.tables, trash removal

Rural Zone . . R

“Green building practices design constriction facilities

Good signage: educational;intérpreétive, well-designed

0-op gardens useexistingagriculturaldands

uestrian, hiking, blklng trails -'unpaved multi:purpose

trails.in-areas where there-will.be fo: degradauon to the

-adjacent resource

-+ Camping - 'provide-well- dmmed camp51tesas -compatible’
" with resource conservauon

Environmiental centers that ai

through structured en wonmemzl pmgrams

nities for group activities
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Great Culfural Heritage Areas

st et tpert e T e A G e M et e

During World War i, the military brought thousands of troops to Miami-
Dade for training; when the war was over, many of the soldiers returned to
South Florida with their families to settle down permanently. Population
growth continued throughout the second half of the twentieth cventury.'
boosted especially from emigration from Latin American nations such as
Cuba and Haiti. Today, Miami-Dade is an international melting pot of the
tropics and the United States’ gateway to Latin America.

Historic sites, galleries, and cultural centers, these are the places that
illustrate the history and the people of Miami-Dade County. Some, such
as the hotels of Miami Beach or the neighborhoods of Overtown, provide
a physical link to the area’s past Others, like the County’s great museums
and galleries are on the cutting edge of art. Still others, like the culturaf
centers that celebrate the region's diversity, provide a meeting place for
bath.

Great Cultural Heritage AreasVision

The vision for great Cultural Zones is similar to that of the Environmental
Zories: to thematically cluster cultural and historical sites that provide a
variety of heritage education activities and programs; elevate the publics
appredation and understanding of the County’s history and culture; and
to engage the surrounding communities in the stewardship of the sites. In
fact, many of the hubs contain both environmental and cultural/historical
elements, such as the archeological and natural attractions of Biscayne Bay.
These clusters of heritage sites, both cultural and environmental, provide
unique opportunities to celebrate the qualities that make Miami-Dade an
interesting, diverse place to discover.

Miami-Dade’s cultural areas tell the story of the County: a unique
subtropical environment that is like nowhere else in the country.
Hundreds of years ago it was a battleground between competing
European nations, and the major form of income was “wrecking:”
pillaging shipwrecked vessels that had sailed too close to the coral reefs.
Settlement was sparse until the arrival of Henry Flagler's railroad in
1896. Gradually the area was drained and more land became available
for development; by the 1920s a large real estate boom sparked great
interest in South Florida, and many of the County’s most beautiful historic
landmarks hark from this era.




Strong communities need great cultural
areas. The benefits are many:

+ Education — Cultural areas educate
residents and visitors about the
history and present of the Miami-
Dade, and what makes the County
unique.

+ Community Connections —
Organizations and special events
provide forums to bring together
different communities and strengthen
relationships.

* Beauty - Cultural and historic
sites often provide a beautiful and
unique aesthetic to the surrounding
neighborhood.

« Economics — Cultural organizations
have been shown to have positive
economic impacts far beyond their
costs through prbviding local jobs and
attracting heritage tourists.

s Sustainability — Cultural areas
provide a record of time and
continuity for future generations,
Also, the rehabilitation of historic
buildings for new purposes embraces
the sustainability principle of
“recycling” existing resources and
using them for future generations.
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4 GREAT GREENWAYS, TRAILS AND WATER TRAILS

“Greenways are really links in a chain of opportunities that begin in our own backyards. These opportunities begin by our recognizing the potential

in each and every piece of open land.”
Edward T. McMahon, Director American Greenways Program, 1993

Greenways are about connections: they connect people and wildlife to places, to nature, and to each other. In a time where urban
open space is a rarity, new recreational opportunities may only exist in linear patterns- along utility easements, roadways and other
transportation corridors and waterfronts. These paths make it possible to connect people to parks, but also make connections in
grander ways. They create more recreational opportunities for residents and visitors; provide an alternative means of transportation;
protect natural resources; increase property values; and encourage tourism and business development

There are several “looks™ of a greenway and trails system: trails, pathways, boardwalks, bike paths and bike fanes. As a greenway
transitions from the suburbs to the city, it may change from a dirt path, to an asphalt trail, to a bike lane that is part of the existing
‘roadway. All of these segments are part of the same greenway, and some of the most interesting and successful greenways traverse a
number of landscapes. Water Trails add a distinct element to a Greenways system: they add visual interest to a corridor and provide
opportunities for canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and in some cases swimming. A Water Trail can be any linear body of water such as a
river or stream, but the most prevalent forms in South Florida are canals and levees.

Greenways, Trails and Water Trails Vision

The Miami Dade Greenways, Trails and Water Trails Vision is for an inter-
connected system that provides transportation alternatives and reduces
wraffic congestion; creates new recreational opportunities: increases
property values; protects natural resources; and encourages tourism and
business development. These paths strengthen connections across the
County, from Broward to Monroe Counties, from the Atlantic Ocean to
the Everglades.

The Vision builds upon the corridors described by the North Dade
and South Dade County Greenways Plans, and goes farther in linking
these green fingers into a holistic, seamiess system. lts corridors weave
through new parks, tie into bike lanes, and act as verdant channels that -
draw people into nawral resource areas. Water Trails that have already
been identified by previous plans are incorporated into the Vision, but
greatly expanded upon: all major canais and waterways are accessible for
recreation and strengthen physical and visual connections between the
east and west edges of the County. Canals and levees managed by the
South Florida Water Management District are converted into greenways
" and trails corridors, and provide an opportunity for public education on
Everglades Restoration.

Key elements of the Great Greenways, Trails and Water Trails
Vision indude:

+ Consistent, upgraded trail footngs throughout the entire System

* Water Access points that are conducive to small craft launching with
parking and neighborhood access

* A Greenways and Water Trails Signage/Graphics/Marker System that
establishes an identity for the System; informs users and passers-
by regarding trait names, access points, locations and distances; and
reduces conflicts by informing both trail users and motorists regarding
trail crossings -

» A continuous canopy of large shade trees to provide oppor tunities for
users to escape the hot sun

* Safe, well-marked roadway crossings throughout the System to insure
connectivity across major roads ’

+ Picnic shelters, rest areas, drinking water stations, map kiosks and
other amenities throughout the system to enhance the quality of
users’ experiences .

« increased levels of trails maintenance and law enforcement to help
ensure the quality of the greenways and water trails user experience

. . - * Increased user participation and voluntaryism in trail improvements
Existing greenway and water trali conditions in Miami-Dade. and maintenance

Ultimately, it is a vision of accessibility: no matter where someone lives in the County. he or she is no more than a fifteen-minute trip
away from a Greenway or Water Trails.
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Great Greenways, Trails and Water Trails Vision
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Existing o o * PiOpose

The Snake Creek Canal is a South Florida VWater Management P
As part of the Gity's.new Urban Design-Plan, the Caiial will became.a-public wacérfront nearthe devise,
west and the land use becomes more residential, the treatment of t.he area around-the Canal decrease
community recreation. .

ict waterway that winds.ic. way into,_ dhe CIL)’ of North Miami Beach.
: commercial area. As one travels
ntensity and provides a place: for

BISCAYNE:I_EYERGLADESTRAIL

ys -and-fdlti-purpose paths. || ‘only trail in the United Saates
however,is:that-thetrail travels through the community, creating

opporcunmes lor.mur_nsm and. g'rea:er visitation to (hg parﬁé.

Benefits of Greenways and Water Trails

Transportation Alternatives
Greenways can gnve people options other than driving. Whether it’s going to work or doing a quick errand. the decreased dependence
on cars improves air quality, alleviates road congestion, and provides a safe environment for children to walk or bike to school.

New Recreational Opportunities

A recent trend in recreation is that people are more interested than ever in “linear” forms of exercise: jogging, biking, rollerblading,
kayaking, etc. These forms of recreation thrive in corridors and pathways, and encourage healthy lifestyles through easy access to the
resource.

Higher Property Values
Numerous studies have shown that homes near greenways and trails are worth more money and thus increase the tax base. For
example, the estimated premium of a property along the Santa Ana River Corridor in California is estimated to be $139 to $201 million

in property values.

Protection and Celebration of Natural Resources

Greenways and Water Trails not only connect people to nature, but can also be pivotal corridors for the movement of wildlife.
Greenways also provide buffers against har sh views, filter non point source pollution sediment and help to control runoff into streams
and rivers.

Opportunity for Tourism and Business Development

Greenways and Water Trails have the ability to connect places of interest that may be thematically linked but not geographically adjacent.
The aesthetics of greenways and its recreation opportunities also contribute greatly to quahty of life, which in turn enhances the ability
of Miami-Dade County to attract more business and jobs.
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Western Greenway

The rhost ambitious component of the Greenways, Trails and Water Trails Vision is the establishment of a Western Greenway along the
County's western edge. Conceived as a | - 5 mile wide corridor of conservation and recreation land buffering the Florida Everglades,

the Western Greenway would:

» Connect the Lake Belt area to the north and the Southern Glades Wildlife Management Area to the south for both wildlife
habitat and recreation .

+ Provide new fresh water lakes and beaches for canoeing, kayaking, fishing, swimming and other passive, resource-base
recreation facilities and activities, providing a western alternative to long drives to the beach

+ Provide a 40-mile multi-purpose trail corridor that connects to the County’s greenways and trails network
» Enhance the rural character of the Redland and other rura! areas ’

» Create a transition between farmland and the Everglades

> Provide opportunities for the enhanced treatment of stormwater run-off from the east

Like much of the Parks and Open Space Vision, the Western Greenway can be implemented over a long period of time through
development agreements, recreation and conservation easements, land donations, conservation and recreation fands acquisition and

other techniques.
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Western Greenway

This map illustrates the establishment of 2 Western Greenway connect
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5 GREAT STREETS

“In the age of the metropolis, with villages, towns, neighborhoods and districts aggregated in unprecedented quantity, the most universally used public

spaces are the corridors that serve connection and mobility”

Peter Kattz, The New Urbanism, 1994

Great Streets Vision

For centuries, towns and cities were built for people: who walked, bicycled, took a
trolley or a carriage to get around. In the 1940s, this all changed when the auto-
mobile transitioned from being a luxury item to an object within the reach of many
household budgets. Soon cities were no longer built with the pedestrian in mind,
but the car: streets were larger and made for speed, distances could be greater
between destinations, and sidewatks were perceived to be unnecessary. The legacy
of this revolution is a harsh one: six-lane thoroughfares that even adults hesitate to
cross, no shade trees, and one curb cut after another. The cars that enabled our
cities to grow have also enabled our cities to grow more hostile. The good news
is that it is possible to build pleasant, effective streets for many different modes of
travel. In fact. the Miami-Dade Parks Department began as a street beatification
agency. By returning to its roots, the County can serve as inspiration for creating a
great street approach to vision-based planning and design.

Focused on the redevelopment of existing arterial and collector roads, the Great
Streets Vision promotes urban form and identity, improves aesthetics, provides for
bicycle and pedestrian safety and comfort and enhances the social, physical and
economic environment for fand uses along the corridors. To achieve this vision,
Miami-Dade must look beyond performance-based street designs oriented to
vehicle carrying capacity and consider the larger role that streets have in the public
realm. Certainly it is difficult to give a predse definition of what makes a street
‘great. but we recognize when a street makes a broad and meaningful contribution
to the quality of our urban environment, for movement as well as for placemaking.

Great Streets Planning Principles

The Institute of Transportation Engineers and Congress for New Urbanism

are working on developing context-sensitive street design standards for urban
thoroughfares. A design guidebook titled Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing
Major Urban Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities has been drafted and

is currently in the adoption process.Con'text Sensitive Solutions (CSS) is a
colfaborative, multidiscipliriary, and hofistic approach to transportation planning
that results in the development of transportation projects that serve all users

and are compatible with the surroundings and erwiranment, that integrate and
balance community, aesthetic, historic, and environmental values along with transportatlon safety maintenance and performance goa!s.

The guidebook offers guidance on selecting appropriate thoroughfare types and corresponding design parameters and criteria for
selecting of design elements for various fand use contexts.The CSS process places a huge emphasis on pedestrian oriented planning
and deslgn within urban areas.

Miami-Dade County has the opportunity to embrace new design philosophies that integrate both transportation planningfengineering
and land use planning principles to develop street designs that accommodate all users of a roadway. By creating a context for both
désign criteria and land use interaction for streets, improvement projects must consider how people move and interact within the
street space and not just how vehicles travel between points in the network. Creating Miami-Dade’s great streets with the combined
philosophies of multimodalism and context-sensitive design can lead to streets:

« that function well within the context of adjacent land uses;

« that serve multiple functions:

« that serve users of all modes of transportation;

+ that support a high mobility index, not just high level-of-service for vehicles:

« that are walkable and livable; and

+ that are complete in their form and function. e
The underlying philosophy is that the same roadway when passing though different land uses should take on different characteristics

based on the adjacent land use. For example,a roadway segment that passes through a town center should be different from another
segment that passes through an industrial district even though they are segments of the same roadway.

a4

e



ision

Great Streets V

T

ies not

recreation oppartunities

Description of general ares for

S
AR

45

L'l



Great Streets Design Guidelines

Comfortable walking room. Before streets were moving cars, they were moving people.
This function continues today, though modern sureet design has relegated the pedestrian
to a smaller portion of the street, if this portion has been retained at all. Pedestrians
need ample room to move in groups, to pass one another and to be clear of buildings.

‘Comfort’ in the walking space also refers to protection from the elements and moving

. vehicle traffic. Trees and landscaping not only provide shade for pedestrians, they also
buffer pedestrians from moving vehicles and give a sense of comfort in the walking
experience.

Design elements

* Sidewolks of a width that responds to expected pedestrian volumes. In neighborhoods, this
is likely to be less than immediately oround schools, by parks and dvic buitdings, and, most
notably, along commerdal streets.

« Cleorly defined crosswalks that not only provide ample width for pedestrians but thot are
also visible to motorists. Sometimes, depending on the context of the built environment, these
crosswalks can be raised above the surface on speed tables to colm traffic and further raise
matorist owareness to the need for pedestrians to cross.

= Signalization that recognizes pedestrian activity and treats it as movement through street
intersections just as vehidles. Pedestrian signals in urban areas should riot be activated
-but should reflect an understanding that pedestrians should always be given pratection of
movement when crossing. They should also accommodate sightimpaired pedestrians in
giving an audible signal of when tt is safe to cross a street.

Trees ond fondscaping. As implied previously, street trees give pedestrians shade and
comfort and buffer them from the moving vehicles of the street. But perhaps more
importantly, they reinforce the street’s purpose as a public space and resource by
enriching aesthetics. They ‘soften’ what can sometimes be a stark landscape of hard
surfaces and buildings and give streets a connection to nature.

Safe passage and accommodotion of all maving conveyances. Even aside from the pedestrian,
streets carry more than cars. Weli-designed streets allow bicyclists to feef comfortable
close to moving traffic, whether through the addition of a designated bicycle lane or
through other design characteristics that slow vehicle speeds and allow cyclists to safely
mix with automobile traffic. They also support transit use, both in terms of physical
dimensions of the traveled way that fit transit vehicles and through adjacent land uses
that allow pedéstrian access to transit.

Design efements

* Bicycle lanes that give the cydist adequate buffering from moving vehicles and from
parked cars.

« Special bus fanes when tronsit use is high enough to justify them or when the nature of
ransit vehicles (buses for rapid transit, fight rail cars) requires a dedication portion of the
street for normal operations

« ‘Design streets thot fit the environment.

To be sure, some streets have the responsibility of carrying heavy vehicle traffic. Though the rise of automobile-based street design
has often emphasized vehicular carrying capacity at the expense of other street elements, great streets can certainly be designed

to carry large volumes of cars. The key to this is to base the design on the conditions and needs of the built enviconment: streets
serving urban areas with high pedestrian activity should control vehicle speeds with such elements as trees and smaller cross-section
dimensions. Yet in these same environments the primacy of pedestrian access to buildings and destinations means that driveways, left
turns into properties and other complications to traffic flow may not be needed as often, allowing high vehicle traffic loads to move
along streets (even if at slower speeds that improve pedestrian safety conditions).

Design elements

* Medians not only separate the two directians of travel, they also pravide space for additional landscaping (which can aid the street trees
on the sides of the traveled way in slowing travel speeds) and patentidlly a refuge for pedestrions crossing the street.

* Narrower lanes and a generally ‘tighter” street cross section creotes @ psythologu:al sensatian of relative enclasure that encourage
motorists to drive nmore slowly and responsively to their environments.

+ On-street parking to serve the land uses dlong streets (especially businesses) and minimize the need for on-site porking in land
development, thus improving the efficiency and return on urban land. o

Defined edges. Streets are one of the fundamental public spaces in cities and towns and as such need to have clear definitions

of where their public space ends and adjacent private space begins. In dense urban areas these edges are usually provided by the -

placement of buildings along the public right-of-way edge, though the edges can still be defined by fandscaping, yards and fences.

I

As the moving vehicle assumed prominence among users of streets and consequently became the primary driver of decisions on

their design, attention to these different elements of the street has declined. The Great Streets Vision is based on an understanding

of all of these elements having a place in Miami-Dade’s streets, adding to the sense of place and quality of the built environment and

balancing the transportation system.
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Great Streets Hierarchy

Imagine a system where a street’s character is defined by its role in the community rather than its function and capacity in mov-
ing vehicles. While afl streets should have a minimum level of accessibility to all modes of transporeation, not all streets require
the same finishes. A hierarchy helps to determine the level of effort required to retrofit existing streets and guide new street
development; it also helps to establish funding mechanisms and priorities for creating an entire network of great streets.

GATEWAY STREETS
Streets that are historically significant and may-
‘tidce back to the original settlement patterns of

. the Miami-Dade area; those that have become
regionally significant throughout the .county and
beyond; and those that house premium tFansit.
Access to these streets should not be:limited, |

. -biit developinent along these: corridois” should:

educe driveway cuts and provide access from

- = Sunset & Tamiami-Trail (US.441) -
CaYs I

4-US.27 — Okeechobee Road

e 27ihAvenue

Krome Avenue

lities; as well as to- pedes
pping.and €ntertainment districts
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ERITAGE/SCENIC STREETS
e streets that- provide access t6-heritage
hiktoric or cultural districts, or are his-
c'corridors. Additionally, these stréets.may
rovide access to. scenic nataral.résources
ighificant archeological sites.
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“Now;1 traly believe, that we in this generation, must come to
terms with nature, and | think we're chlleniged as miarikind has
néver Begn,'chaﬂeri'gédfﬁefore o pi—ave our _r;nat_u'r:fi'_t“y and. eur

i-r'n“:'x's_tériy,:nb; of mature, but of gurselves” " . .

o  RACHEL CARSON
Biologist, Writer; Ecclogist}9
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Program and Policy Initiatives

This Parks and Open Space Master Plan is a call to the elected officials, staff, developers, business leaders and residents of Miami-Dade
County to change the current form and character of development in the County and to re-examine how we are planning and designing
our community. This involves all County deparuments that plan, design, develop and program the public realm. Specifically the Master

Ptan recommends that the County:

* Provide an Open Space system that:
~ embraces growth,
~ contributes to livability and sustainability,
* creates a green infrastructure that is integrated into the
community fabric

= Anticipate a future where there isfare:
* more people
= new development pattems
= less opportunity for expanding system acreage

« Realign Current Policies, Ordinances and Codes with the Vision
= Establish County Role(s) - Vision Keeper, Facilitator, Provider

. Develbp a Charter for a Seamless, Sustainable Parks and Open
Space System (see next section})

« Establish a County-wide Framework of Great Streets

« Establish a County-wide Framework of Trails, Greenways and
Blueways

» Establish County-wide Criteria for Equitable Access to Parks and
Recreation Facilities

« Establish a County-wide System of Regional Environmental Hubs

* Use Parks as a Catalyst to Focus on Creating Compact, Livable
Neighbarhoods

« Coordinate Park Development with Streets, Transit,
Redevelopment, Libraries, Schools, and Civic Buildings

» Evaluate Opportunities for Affordable Housing with Park Land
Acquisition

« Plan and Design Areas Surrounding Parks to Create Compact
Neighborhoods, Affordable Housing

« Coordinate Park Development with Other Public | Private
Agencies

» Reduce Water and Energy Consumption in Parks Through Water
Conservation Practices .

* Co-locate Greenway and Trail Corridors with Resource Water
Lines

52

Planning and design initiatives needed to implement-
these recommendations include:

 Expand the County’s current neighborhood planning
initiatives in order to evaluate every Miami-Dade
County neighborhood - using the new Neighborhood-
based Parks and Open Space Criteria

* Evaluate the County’s open space standards to
determine if they are adequate to meet future needs

* Establish design guidefines for new parks and open
spaces

Develop a graphic, signage and way-finding system for
the County’s park sites

« Develop management plans for the County's heritage
parks and preserves to protect them from over-
development

~ Initiate the County’s Great Streets Program, beginning
with the review and evaluation of current roadway
design standards

* Identify potential parks and open space as “Thematic
Resource Districts™ throughout the County.i.e. areas
that could create a sense of place and identity based on
existing resources such a preserve, park or historic site

« Evaluate lands adjacent to existing parks to determine if
changes should be made to street networks, land uses
or other potential neighborhood livability improvements

« Evaluate existing and proposed wastewater treatment
plant pipeline corridors, storm drainage corridors
and utility corridors to determine opportunities for
greenway and trail development

« Develop design guidelines for land uses adjacent to
existing and proposed greenways, trails and scenic
roadway corridors

* Identify pilot program opportunities for affordable and
workforce housing projects in conjunction with park
expansion or development



South Florida Parks Coalition

& Ceoalitlon of City, County. $tate and Federal Parls in Miami-Dade County

AVision as ambitious as the Miami-Dade County Parks and Open Space System can only be accomplished through the seamless
collaboration of City, County, State, and Federal Park agencies working together to create a more livable Miami-Dade County
through a vision that includes great parks, public spaces, natural and cultural areas, greenways, water trails and streets.

Preamble;

The South Florida Parks Coglition is created-to foster a.seariless; connected, and sustainable parks system for
the. South Florida ‘corhmunity. The Coalition will mieet;: coliabiorate; share knowledge and-professional expeitise
regdrding park, recreation and conservation ¢pén spaces.

‘Bur work is rooted in the furidamental values of recreation- opportumty and environimerital stewardship. |
-dedicated to building:a model, park system -that will promote a:greener; healthrer and more livablé South Floridd
community. . . .
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-

‘We-believe that ainodel iark system consists:of park _A'_'hd_,publiaf's“pa'ces,'frgc‘rea_‘tion facilities,—greenways, blue<: -

© ways, great streets and conservauon Iands

e to'its 1mpact on
J bolanced.. It must
apipiness and well: -being

E  We believe thata sustamabie model Park. Systeris- must beplanned .and" Created with an:
. . the neighborliood, <ity, county ‘and region-as a-whole. Tt:mi j !

work with: other - pub ic-and-private’ agencies;iand it nhance thetiédlth, safety;
of all residents, and wsrtors to South Florida; fow- and in the- future ’

oTTiC ustamathty it must
and physically; anid it must:.
ra:se the standard 6f

jecorne a vital, af eve da_y humun ex
" povide accessi :hty eople of el medns and
‘living for.thie region-and:inspite generations.of peaple 1

: se:and-balanced. system of pass:ve and acuve recreation opportumt:es thdt. pro-
5 ( healthy lifestyles. : :

* » Ensure the- preservatlon protection. and-enhdncement of ,»olog:cal resources to sustam and preserve blOdl-

versity and the enwr iimentol ‘Health of the: reglon . S
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Neighborhood Vision

Applying the Vision in the Buraite-Urban Transest

“The City is orgonized complexity.”
jane Jacobs

A transect, in its origins {(Van Humboldt . .
1790), is a geographical cross-section TRANSECT ZONE DESCRIPTIONS. The. following are générat descriptions of the character of each
of a region used to reveal a sequence Transect Zone. They may be interpreted as a constituent partof the Intent ofthis Code.

of environments. Originally, it was used - L
to analyze natural ecologies, showing

TANATURAL

varying characteristics through different "Nghza_l_' 0 with some agriculturaluse
zones such as shores, wetlands, plains, Notagplicable o
. Nol appiicable
and uplands. For human environments, Not apglicable
such a cross-section can be used to Parks,Gréenivays

identify a set of habitats that vary by their
fevel and intensity of urban character,

a continuum that ranges from rural to
urban. InTransect Planning, this range of
environments is the basis for organizing
the components of urbanization: building,
lot, land use, street, and all of the other
physical elements of the human habitat.

One of the key objectives of Transect
planning is the creation of immersive
environments. Successful immersive
environments are based on the selection
and arrangement of all the components
that contribute to a particular type of
environment, Each environment, or
Transect Zone (T-Zone), is comprised of
elements that support and intensify its
locational character. Through the Transect,
planners are able to specify different

urban contexts that have the function and
intensity appropriate to their locations. For
instance, a ranch house would undermine
that immersive quality of a neighborhood
center, whereas an apartment building ) . T
would not. Wide roads and ?pen swales 7 g T tu.i;{edrn:ud_n:fiont
find a place on the Transect in more rural - :
areas, while narrow streets and raised
curbs are appropriate for urban areas.
Based on local practices, most elements
can be locally calibrated to contribute to
the regional character of a given place.

T-4 GENERAL:URBAN - - T
- Generil-Characte: * MixofHouses, Townhouse's & smakApartmentbuikdings, with
: 3 ‘scatiered Commerciatativity: balante between landsiape

In Transect Planning, the essential task

is to find the main qualities of the

local environments. Once those are
determined, Transect principles are applied
to rectify the inappropriate intermixing

of rural and urban character. Finding the
proper balance between rural and urban
elements results in places appropriate

to every point of the spectrum,
countermanding sprawl conditions.

The Transect is evident in two ways:

(1) it exists as place, and (2) it evolves
over time. As place, the six T-Zones
display more-or-less fixed identifiable
characteristics. Yet the evolution of
communities over time is the unseen
element in urbanism. A hamlet may evolve
into a village and then into a town, its
t-zones increasing in density and intensity
over a period of many years.
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HYPOTHETICAL URBAN CORE CASE STUDY
Prototypicat redevelopment opportunity

Context

» Established regional activity center with new multi-story mixed-use
buildings under construction.This area is becoming a new downtown.

»  Served by transic two Metrorail stations, the South Dade Busway, and
numerous regular-bus routes.

» The convergence of three major vehicular arterials.

< Recently adopted development regulations which require aggregation
of open spaces between properties in the form of greens and plazas.

» A Canal runs through the middle of the neighborhood.

+ Regional Destination Mall.
What works well herel

*  New developc:nen; bringing households to what was before a commer-
cial-only zone.

= Public open squares and pedestrian oriented streetscape and building
design will serve as a good example for other redeveloping areas in the
County.

+ New residents are attracted to the urban lifestyle growing in the area.
Many of residents' daily needs will be within walking distance of their
homes.
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Transect Locasion

AR XL T e

What is needed for this to be part of a seamless system of open space?

Incorporate indoor community center space into new residential/commercial development.
Create new/small pocket parks/civic plazas/squares into new development.

Connect parks and public spaces with shaded sidewalks using existing street network.

with shaded sidewalks and bikelanes using existing street network
opportunities.

Connecat neighborhood to existing schools, parks, public spaces, institutions outside neighborhood
Connect to regional trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Orient development efforts as a focal point in community, maximizing its potential recreational
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HYPOTHETICAL URBAN CORE CASE STUDY

Prototypical redevelopment onportunity

8Bulldings fronting the canat are - Cobra head tanterms are scaled

not tall enough to have a view of for high-speed driving and not

water Vast facades of parking structures de- for pedestrians
tract from the scenlc landscape

Existing Conditions 3
Bridge Is utllitarian Shrubs and palma do not shade the side-
and boring walk and form a barrier for those wishing
to view the canal.
The canal, like ali urban green Native trees shouid be Buildings with abundant doors and
areas, should be lined by buildings spaced regularly to windows can line the existing garages
tall enough te provide a sense of shade street. to makae the street look and function as
spatial enclosure. 8 safe and normal downtown street.

: . 2 Fio s
Suggested improvements
Pedestrian bridge is designed as Stairways to water's edge for Wider walkways along the canal will
a graceful arch. recreational access. attract pedestrians for walking and
jogging.
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Malt & parking lot Covered waikway trom

Existing Conditions near Rail

Metrorail to Mall

road Right-of-Way

Raitroad Right of Way

Metrorall Statlon

ping around

The edges of the cansal can Private health clubs msy provide resk yp nfin

have tralls/paths and im- with many of thalr recreatlonal needs for the Metrorail parking garage providing an iiner
proved andscaping for infor- exercise. One could be within a new Infhit bultding of usable Inhabltable space making the
msl recreational use, devclopment on the transit station site buliding not look {lke a parking garage.

SEEE G 2L

Suggested Improvements

Small informal recresational fleld could
occur here. Basketbali, teanls, or rack-
etball courts could be pasitioned under
the Metsorall's elevated tracks

Bulldings liustrated
fike thls show hypo-
thetlcsl future re-
development or [uture
Inflll development

=N

Signallzed podestrlan
crossing st US1 and the
suggested green space for a
better padestrian access

Groen space or plazs
assoclated with Metrorall
Station

Lo



HYPOTHETICAL URBAN CENTER CASE STUDY

Profotypical redevelopment opportunity

Existing Conditlons

Context

+  CoratWay Road was one of the first projects of the parks deparcment in the 1920s.

+ CoralWay Road is an older corridor that has been adapting as Miami has grown and is a good
example to study those changes over time. :

*  With new multi-story condominiums recently built and under construction, it is typical of what the
other major corridors in Miami-Dade County will become as the county grows further.

What works well here -

+  The canopy of banyan trees in the center median spans the entire street, offers shade to pedestrians’
and reduces the urban heat effect considerably, thus making the street more comfortable.

«  The sunlight filtering through the banyon trees and inceresting tree trunks offer a unique and
attractive visual character to the entire street.

« Residents in the tall buildings or within the houses a few blocks away are able to satisfy many of
their daily needs with a reduced dependency on'motor vehicles because they can walk to shops,
places of worship, restaurants, grocery stores, and heaith clubs.

+ The older street oriented buildings and on-street parking spaces have kept the corridor from
loosing its pedestrian orientation. lmprovement is needed in those parts where parking lots are

between che buildings and the sidewalks
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HYPOTHETICAL URBAN CENTER CASE STUDY

Prototypical redevelopment opportunity

In the diagram above, New Development Pattern
shows where new taller residential buildings recently
have been or are now being constructed.

Traditional Development Pattern shows where

the older one and two story traditional shopfront
buildings still exist today. Most of these buildings contain
neighborhood serving retail and offices. These were
constructed on smaller lots and very dependent upon

on-street parking. Historic tree canopy has been eliminated from the
median at important intersections. in osders to ac-

Suburban Development Pattern shows where autg- ~ commodate tuming bays intersection trees with
. . - . . smali root base should be pianted.

oriented businesses, mostly gas stations and national

chain stores and restaurants, have eroded the street’s

edges with parking lots,

detracting from the pedestrian environment.

Biank walls the H tyle Alood- parking structute creates Outparcels are unrelated
of naturst surveiliance (Le., thars are lights s harsh and uapleasant streetscape and re- to other structures
duces natural survelitance

$oss eyes and
the street to keep It safe)

Existing View
from Gth Floor

Placlog parking lots in front of

Elminate widely cpaced Parking ot Is snusable tulidings violates the historic
exotic paim trees whick as a gathering space pattorn {which places parking to  Lack of prominent transit
do not provide shade when empty the rear of the bullding} stog activity node
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protect patrons

from the sun

Shade trees In plaza

Windows at ground

have cross ventilation
to discourage AC usage

Courtyard bulldings
during coolet months

Urban plaza combines

herdscape areas and
planting beds

Plazs with pedestrlan
scaled lantems

Residential units
facing the plaza
and ciose to the
grocer promote
trips on foot

floot enhance natusaf

survelliance

ing would

This type of

d-

lo

provide more natural surweillance and sense of spatiel enclosure than a single use one-story strip mall.
64
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HYPOTHETICAL URBAN CENTER CASE STUDY

Prototypical Redevelopment Gpporix

gas station

grocory store

Exlsting Conditions

A new narrow street Improves.

wraffic circulation and removes

Muttlstocy
parking
structure

Amonlity deck
on top of
parking struc-

ture

Parking
sleucture s
lined with

bhabitable
space

Shade trees to
make the walk
comfortable

to nelghborkood
Is removed

Vehicular barder

from larges

RS

&
{

Shggoetod improvements

Trces Instslted on
nacrow portions of

Towers at prominent
€OmOrs 3orve as

Transit stop can sal- Urban plazs

mate plazs and is

Courtyard buliding
t of
views to the ptars

increases amoun

maedian

landomarks and
assist way flnding

connectad to retall

space
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Transect Locasion

HYPOTHET ICAL GENERAL URBAN CASE STUDY
Prototy

Context

= The area is an example of a "first ring” suburb that was developed in the 1940s as more houses
were spreading outward from the core of Miami. The streets are configured in a typical grid
pattern,

» The area has many schools and parks within walkable distances of homes.

= The area has received much public investment in physical improvements, infrastructure, and social
services; however it appears to need more.

«  The area around the Government Center is a good study area because of the government offices
and services, a health dinic, and a park are on different corners of the same intersection.
+  The interconnected network of streets makes better pedestrian connections possible.

- The number of schools and parks within dose proximity

What works weli here?

» Close proximity between services and homes

«  Parks are adjacent to schools
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Suggested Improvements

What is needed for this to be part of a seamless system of open space?

» Connect parks and public spaces with shaded sidewalks using existing street network.

* Connect neighborhood to existing schools, parks, public spaces, institutions outside neighborhood
with shaded sidewalks and bikelanes using existing street network.

*  Connect to regional trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.
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HYPOTHETICAL GENERAL URBAN CASE STUDY
Prolotypical Redevelopment Cpportunity

This diagram shows the area within a ten and five minute walk to the S minute walk

Government Center. A five-minute walk is the distance most people are
willing to walk when given an option. A ten-minute walk is about the
distance people will watk only if conditions are made very comforuabie.

10 minute walk
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This diagram shows some of the modifications that can be done

to improve pedestrian mobility within the neighborhood. Pinched
intersections are those where the travel lanes and tursing lanes
are narrowed to slow vehicles. Mid-block crossings are striped or
perhaps signalized. Speed humps or speed tables are positioned
near to the neighborhood's community destinations. The red lines
shows where sidewalk improvements may need to be made for the
pedestwrian circulation to be successful,
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HYPOTHETICAL GENERAL URBAN CASE STUDY
Protetypical Redevalopmeant Opportunit

s % pe
Putlic Schoot — > :§
N

Unsightty chain
{ink fencing

for ball field is
up against the
street.

AL

lnacceasibie open
space Is "lost"
between bulidings
and thalr streets.
i comhbined in
o concontrated
way, these "left
over” spaces can
become usable
open spaces
elther pultic or
pilvate.

WA

Existing Conditions

Ball ield Is configured 3o that
fences may be removed

Mixed-use bulldings fine the bottom
foor of the Government Center and con-
tribute to a 24 hour environment

Cresate a public
plaza at the comer

Buldings at
differant corners
create a sanse
of spatial
anclosure

Mid-block
cross walks
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HYPOTHETICAL SUB-URBAN CASE STUDY

Prototypical Redevelopment Opportuni

ation

Transect Loc

Exlsting Condltions

Context

is 1970s and B0s suburb shows how the street

The twisted pattern of streets and long biocks of thi
i

ity.

ibi
ign of the streets and homes surround,

ian and bicycle access

pattern gready affects pedestri

ing the park can play a

ical desf

hancement of the appearance and usab

A Park shows how the phys|

role in en

ity of the park.

?

What works well here!

ized sports.

dents and others for spontaneous and organ

is well used by nearby resi

The park

IC streets.

liy good, by publ

Access is genera

71
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Suggested improvements

What is needed for this to be part of a seamless system of open space?

+ Place on-street parking where possible.
+  Construct new development facing the public realm to provide pedestrian activity and natural
surveillance.

= Connect parks and public spaces with shaded sidewalks using existing street network.

= Connect neighborhood to existing schools, parks, public spaces, institutions outside neighborhood
with shaded sidewatks and bikelanes using existing street network.

«  Connect to regional trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.

+  Construct new buildings close to the street edges to maximize open space within the parks.
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HYPOTHETICAL SUB-URBAN CASE STUDY
Prototvpical Redevelopment Opporiunily

Lack of tree cancpy in Extremely wide streot right-of-way Nerrow sidewalk and no
park and street median shade foc padestrians

Chaln link fences Striped bike tane on Streot signage Poor visibllity of streal
are gty and side of Interrupts pedestrian from residences
encourage blight street but not on the paths
southbound side
Incressed tree canopy In park Sheltered hus stop also Raised crosswalk Sidewslk Is widened and shade
and on the street medlan sarves as a landmark discourages provided with trees planted In
- spooding the lsndscaping strip N

Park entrance  Street signage in the Strdpad on-street parking Privacy wells can have
marked by fandscapa strip, not ln spaces reduce percelved openings that wilt allow the
arbor gatewsy  pedestrian’s path travet lane width resldent to control privacy and

At the same time offer some
survelllance of the streot from
the ground Roor. Second floor

views to the park remain.




Al the residential build-
ings sutrounding the park
elther have thelr backs

1o the park of thelr sldes.
Fronting the park is better
for natural susvelilance

School

Exlsting parking fot

Existing park building

Al the residential
buildings surrounding
the park sither have their
backs to the park or
thelr sides. Fronting the
park Is better for natural
surveliance

Line soth sides of street
with shade trees

Demolish existing park
building and create green
space

Picnlc sreas are added

Future park buliding site
located atong the edge of
the park

Dlagonal parking along
park edges provide more
than 200 spaces

Reconstruct park facilitles
in mixed-use bulldings at
the cornes

Views from approachlng
streets should be of the
park, not of parked cars
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HYPOTHETICAL RURAL/SUB-URBAN CASE STUDY

Prototypical Redevelopment Opportun

]

Transect Loca

Existing Conditions

Context

This area studied has a comb

EEL property purchased by the

include:

tion of features that

ina

istin;

exi

its bicydle tra

county, the South Dade Busway and

ad|

g parks and schools and churches

h other.
is nearby and has the pote

jacent to eac

ty.

tional amen;

ntial to be a recrea

Canal

What works well here

?

ty of parks and open spaces.

idents to a varie

imity for res|

The dose proxi

75

917



What is needed for this to be part of a seamless system of open space?

+  Construct new development facing the public realm to provide pedestrian activity and natwural
surveillance. i

»  Connect parks and public spaces with shaded sidewalks using exisu‘ﬁg street network.

« Connect neighborhood to existing sc-:hools. parks, public spaces, institutions outside neighborhood
with shaded sidewalks and bikelanes using existing street network.

+ Connect to regional trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.
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HYPOTHETICAL RURAL/SUB-URBAN CASE STUDY
Prototynical Re@@mmpmeni’ Spportunity

Plne treas have hoen Grass Is exotlc to the native Lack of shade Houses are placed with their
decimated pine rock lands and may trees throughout sldes to the park Instead of their
invade sensitive ateas the area fronts. Houses are low slung

and too distant trom the park to
provids natura! surveillance

Existing Conditions

Park access s uullng'kx the neighbortiood. Chaln link fences along streats tack of sidewatks is fine
) d paths are pref: to grant access are unsightly and induce blight In a rural ares, but as new

residences are constructed,

and preserve natural ground cover off the paths
sidawalks will bo needed

Crushed rock path Restore Rockiand Plant native shade Doors and windows on Houses thal ate positioned
aligned with striped  habltat - beginning trees 10 provide comfort  adjacent houses add closer to the property line
crosswalk gliows with pina trees for pedestrians and natural survelllance to will have larger private rear
for better access to cyclists. Also reduces the park yards and help reinforce

security by thelr presence

the park urhan heat

Restore pines and saw Add sldewatkis to Define edges ot the
psimettos at streels edges Increase walkabliity properiies with low .
to discourage parking In In the nelghborhood garden walis, fences, or
undesignated parking areas hadges for privacy that
: does not sacrifice
isibiity

77
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HYPOTHETICAL RURAL CASE STUDY

Prototypical Development Opportunity

Transecs Location

Exlsting Condltions

Context

i Dade County.
no one |

iam
this park,

is a rural location in Mi

This

by.
igrant workers from the area

ives near|

Everyone drives to arrive at

The park

.

's farms.

idents and m

is used by local res
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Suggested Improvements

?

What is needed for this to be part of a seamless system of open space

isting street network.
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N SPACE MASTER PLAN

9 .C pou -ty "

Description of general area for
recreation opportunities not
site specific

e - AR 7 RS

SEANMLESSNESS BEAUTY ACGESS EQUITY BUSTAINABILITY MULTIFLE BENEFITS
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ATTACHMENT 2

WHEREAS, the Miami-Dade County Park and Recreation Department has developed a new Parks: aster Plan to
create a more beautiful, livable, sustainable Miami-Dade County; and

open space for current and future generations by conn:
greenways, water trails and streets; and )

WHEREAS, the Parks and Open Space System Ma

: 0 enjoy the same quality of
pubtic facilities and services regardless of income, age, race

WHEREAS, every resident should be able to safely and comn blic transit from their home to

WHEREAS, every public space, including streets, parks, plazas, and civic'

should be designed to be as
aesthetically pleasing as possible and to complement the natural and cultural landscape; a

WHEREAS, every element of the county, including neighborhoods, parks, natural areas, str

Is, civic centers and commercial
areas should be connected without regard to jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, natural resources, including water, wildlife habitat and open space, must be protec ure generations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

Systern Master Plan.

»

of this Board.

_Presented this sixteenth day of April, A.D"200

Miami-Dade County

Public Schools



