Memorandum

Date: July 13, 2010 RPS
Agenda Item No. 734

To: Honorable Chairman Dennis Moss and Members,
Board of County Commissioners

From: George M. B .
County Manag V’X"w
Subject:  Update Repeft froln the Climat&Change Advisory Task Force for June 2010

Pursuant to Ordinance 06-113, the Climate Change Advisory Task Force is required to provide
quarterly reports to the Committee designated by the Board, in this case the Budget, Pianning, and

Sustainability Committee.

Attached please find the quarterly report submitted by Harvey Ruvin, Chair of the Climate Change
Advisory Task Force, for your review.

iy

Assistant CoTty Manager




Update Report from the Climate Change Advisory Task Force
June 10, 2010

Pursuant to Ordinance 06-113, | am pleased to submit this update report of the Climate Change
Advisory Task Force (CCATF) to the Chair and Members of the Budget, Planning & Sustainability
Committee. As you are aware, the CCATF is charged with identifying potential future climate change
impacts to Miami-Dade County and then providing recommendations to the Board of County
Commissioners regarding actions that should be taken to begin adapting for and mitigating these
impacts.

In order to effectively address the overlapping issues important in this mitigation and adaptation
planning process, six (6) committees and a Steering Committee were formed in 2007. The committees
include the following: The Science Committee, chaired by Dr. Hal Wanless; The Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
Reduction Committee, chaired by Mr. Richard Pettigrew; The Built Environment Adaptation Committee,
chaired by Ms. Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk; The Natural Systems Adaptation Committee, chaired by Mr. Dan
Kimball; the Economic, Social, & Health Committee, chaired by Captain Dan Kipnis; and The
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, chaired by Ms. Carolyn Dekle. The GHG Committee meets as two
subcommittees: Transportation and Alternate Fuels chaired by Jose K. Fuentes, and Buildings and Energy
chaired by Jane Gilbert.

A quorum of CCATF members met twice in 2010. In January, members unanimously reelected me as
CCATF Chair and Mr. James Murley as Vice-Chair. Jim and | are greatly appreciative of the CCATF
members for their support and service to Miami-Dade County. At that meeting the members also
reviewed and approved recommendations formulated in Committee during 2009. The twenty-two {22)
supplemental recommendations were submitted to the BCC in the form of an annual report. The report
was unanimously accepted by the BCC on April 6, 2020. A full listing of the CCATF recommendations and
their status Is attached in table format for your review.

The full Task Force.met.again on April 26th.to hear a presentation from-the Greenprint planning team.
The Greenprint Team, led by Office of Sustainability (OOS) Director, Susy Torriente, shared the progress
of the planning efforts; reviewed the draft strategies, goals and Initiatives; reviewed how and where
CCATF recommendations and concepts fit within the plan; and obtained feedback and input for the plan
from the CCATF members. We were advised that the Greenprint Plan should be ready for the Board of
County Commissioners this fall.

Also, 00S and the County Attorney's Office are assisting me in reviewing and prioritizing CCATF
recommendations that require Board of County Commission approval through appropriate ordinances
and/or resolutions. OOS is facilitating the implementation of recommendations that are administrative
in nature and can be folded into county operations without specific legislation.

As | highlighted and recommended to you in my cover letter in the April 2010 Annual Report, Green Jobs
initiatives for Miami-Dade County and our Climate Compact region deserve your careful review and
follow-though. As proposed in draft form, the County’s Greenprint indudes a Goal for a Vibrant
Economy with a strategy for a Green Jobs local action plan to supplement the County's Green Job
Pledge, R-747-09, sponsored by Commissioner Sorenson. | have met with County staff and local labor
representatives to discuss some options for partnerships. These discussions made very clear just how
important a local action plan and Green Jobs Task Force will be to moving forward quickly to take
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advantage of and to leverage the stimulus funds available to focal governments and NGOs and the tax
incentives available to businesses and home owners.

OERM and OOS continue to provide significant administrative assistance and tactical support to the
CCATF. | would like to recognize and thank DERM Director, Carlos Espinosa, and OOS Director, Susy
Torriente, and their respective staff for our continued success. | also thank the Government Information
Center for their help in creating the new CCATF Web pages, where we can now post our meetings and

reports. The link is: httg:[[\_nm.miamigage.gov[gg[m[climgggghgnge[gskfgrge.g;g.

Our various Committees continue to meet on a regular basis to formulate new recommendations and
summary papers. A brief summary presented by each Committee Chair at our April 7, 2010 Steering
Committee meeting is attached.




Summary Reports from CCATF Committee Chairs from the April 2010 Steering Committee

Natural Systems and Adaptation (NSA) Committee

Though the NSA Committee has not been meeting, Chair Kimball has been working with 0OS and DERM
to advance the CCATF recommendation for a vital signs monitoring workshop focusing on the south part
of the County. Mr. Kimball is In receipt of a letter to Everglades National Park from DERM requesting
that ENP take part In a collaborative effort that will indude DERM, WASD, USGS, SFWMD, and Biscayne
National Park. The NPS is already working dosely with USGS on sea level rise/salt intrusion models that
incdude CERP and NON-CERP scenarios.

The NPS is also working with Sunshine Communications on how to get the word to the pubic on exatics
control. Depending on the outcome, it may be possible for the NPS to offer the County free billboard
advertising for Greenprint.

G se Gas (GHG cti

Mr. Pettigrew reports that Ms. Gilbert had done a great job with successful recommendations for GHG
for the bullt environment and that he would like her to continue her Committee work to address
expanding solar recommendations, especially for WASD. Mr. Jose Fuentes has been holding meetings to
educate his subcommittee on transportation and alternate fuels, most recently on electric cars. So far,
the Sub-Commiittee has not been ready to make recommendations.

Ms. Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk and Captain Dan Kipnis have combined their respective Committeaes in order
to work on adaptive scenario planning that takes into consideration the ESH impacts on the built
environment. The-group began-considering the-geographic-implications of sea level rise to major
infrastructure and neighborhoods. Most significantly, unlike most soclo-economic problems, except for
along the Miami River, lower income neighborhoods are located on high ground (Miami, Opa Locka,
Perrine, Goulds) and so may be more immune to the financial burden of adaptation. Brickell, Downtown
Miami, and other high value properties closest to the coast are most vulnerable, but also more able to
afford adaptation. Additionally, major rail lines and highways are on high ground.

The group then considered the County's economy with a presentation from Dr. Robert Cruz, the
County's Chief Economist. His report that tourism, rockmining, and agriculture are a relatively small
piece of the County's job numbers and economic pie greatly changed the perception of the group on just
what generates jobs in Miami-Dade. The transportation, financial, and land lease sectors are by far the
greatest job and revenue generators, particularly white collar jobs. This makes the Port of Mlaml and
MIA very impartant for adaptation measures.

Captain Kipnis has been very encouraged by the amount of participation in the Collaborative.
Considering what the group has learned In the last few months from presenters, he feels that the group
is now ready to actively formulate scenarios and recommendations. Captaln Kipnis has also suggested
that the mission statement for his committee needs to be updated to reflect that the County has
embraced sea level rise as a given.



Sclence Committee

Dr. Hal Wanless and Committee have completed a revised draft of the Committee’s Statement on Sea
Level Rise in the Coming Century, which was attached to the CCATF's Second Report and Initial
Recommendations in 2008. The report includes newly published data indicating that the Science
Committee's original Statement on Sea Level Rise is now more middle of the road than extreme. Dr.
David Enfield, previously of NOAA and now with the University of Miami, prepared a statement on
hurricane predictions and how hurricanes might affect local weather in the coming century. The
statement was unanimously accepted by the Committee in an April 2010 meeting. Dr. Wanless will
present both papers to CCATF as soon as they are signed by the Committee members as well as any
recommendations that result from the conclusions accepted in the papers.

Intergovernmental Affairs Committee

Ms. Carolyn Dekle reports she wants the IGA Committee to consider the recommendations from the
statewide Hurricane Evacuation Study being published in june. She thinks the report will provide a
shorter term perspective, espedally on interior flooding. New surge data show much more western
flooding that was historically expected. This changes assumptions on critical facilities. Ms. Dekle also
reported that the SFRPC is nearing completion on a grant application to HUD with the 7 southemn
counties for adaptation planning. Finally, Ms. Dekle indicated that land use is continuing to be a big IGA
issue because Broward County is attempting to annex the Palm Beach wedge. She emphasized those
issues like this make regional connectivity issues very critical in planning.
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