MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item 14B1

TO: Honorable Chairman Joe A. Martinez and DATE: April 4, 2011
Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Honorable Harvey Ruvin, Clerk SUBJECT: Conflict Waiver Request
-Circllit and County Courtg Ronald L. Book, P.A.

el
Diane Collins, Division Chief
Clerk of the Board Division

Pursuant to the provisions of Resolution R-1017-10, the attached Conflict Waiver Request received from
the law firm of Ronald L. Book, P.A., is presented for the Board’s consideration.

Also, attached for your review, is the Commission on Ethics and Public Trust’s report and
recommendation regarding Mr. Book’s request.

Attachment
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Ronald l Book,PFl
180 0FFICES
PROFESSIONAL ASSDCIATION -
. RECEIVED BY CLERK .
~ Circuit & County Cguﬁtié
L _ - DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA
March 28, 2011 ' : CL R
March 28,2011 --MAR31201‘I
| GLERK OF BOARD

Clerk of the Board of County Commisswners SR ‘
111 N.W. = Street
Miami, Florida .3.3 128

- Dear Mr. Clerk,

Th.ls Jetter is ‘intended to nouﬁr you that our ﬁzm repn:smts the Florida
Aparuncnt Association, One of the pnonnes of the Florida Apartment .
Association is known as the writ of possession bill, SB 426 and its compa.mon )
measure, HB 291." The legislauon was filed as a result of the lag in: serving

. simplc writs of posscssion in eviction -matters. - This legislation would aflow

" landlords and property managefs to utilize private process servers to post the

- writ-of posswsmn This will do nothmg to change: the actual execution and

© possession of a unit. Nonetheless, we are required to file this conflict waiver
request as Miami-Dade appears to hold a ncgahve posit:on on thxs bill, - Please

' oontact me mth any questions. = - .

.’ Ronaid L. Book
" RLBapl -

.Ce: Jess McCarty

"
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Miami Dade County Date; April L2011 &g =5

Board of County Commissioners CJ;‘ L

From: * Michael P. Murawski, Advocate "::? = ™

Lo Commission on Ethics and Public Trust By B
7 Rey Conflict Waiver Request/Ronald Book/SB 426/HB 291 ~ =

COENo.: KI11-057

B kgr n_md:;‘
On March 31, 2011, the Ethics Comimission. reCelved a.copy of a letter fmm lobbyxst
-~ Ronald Book (Book). Book wrote to Clerk of the Court, Harvey Ruvin, to request a-confliot
. waiver pursuant to County Resolutiont R-632-10. The waiver was. requested in order for Book .
- to repment the Florida Apartment Association (FAA) in connéction with. SB 426/[—]3291-'5- R o

B 'SB 426/HB 291 purports to address the backlog of eviction postings and evictwns by
. ¢ Miami-Dade County Police Department (MDPD). The bill relates to the service of process by
L Iandlords in actions for possession of residential property; wsextually allowing: pnvahéprocess
v servets; Selected by the landlord, to-deliver tenants the final order evicting them from their
- “homes, Currently, the law provides that such service of process can only be performed by the
Sheriff’s office. The amendment would only apply to Miami-Dade County Tn'other wotds, -

- -only in Miami-Dade Connty would landlords be able to hire private process servi
final evictionnotices to tenants. Based on conversation with Assistant County Auomey Jess

~ M¢Carty, the County does not support SB 426/HB 291 and is opposing the ptoposed

amendmant _
Book is-one of the County’s Govennnent Lobby15ts under County contmct.

w0 Ina memorandum to the Maim«Dade Commlssmn on Ethies & Public Trust (COE)
dated March 31, 2010 Clerk of the Boat‘d Division Actmg Chlef Diane Collins requested the
.. “COR conduct a review of the Book Conflict Waiveér request and provide & recommendationin -
- ume for the April 4, 2011 Board ofCounty Commxsswners (BCC) meetmg :
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Investigation:
The COE conducted a fact finding inquiry wluch included:
- Discussion and e-mail exchange with Ass15tant County Attorney Jess McCarty.
- Review of relevant Florida Statutes as well as review of SB 426/ HB 291.
- Review conflict waiver request from Mr. Book. | |

- Attempt was made to reach Mr. Book by telephone. As of the time of submission of this
memorandum to the Clerk, Mr. Book had not prowded any additional information to the
COE. .

Analysis:

Pursuant to County Ordinance No.00-64, “no person or entity that received compensation from
the County for lobbying on behalf of the County or any of its: agmcxcs ot instrumentalities at
~ either the state, national or mumcxpal level shall: Tepresent any entity in any forum to support a
. .position in opposition to a position of the County unless the’ Board grants a specxﬁc waiver fora-
- specific lobbying activity.”

' ‘Addmonally, County Resolution No. 56-10 reqmres ‘all County contract lobbyists to obtain a
waiver from the Board for any actual or perceived conflicts of interest.

", Mr. Book admittedly recognizes the conflict between his representauon of FAA’s interests and .
“-. those of Mam:—Dade County concerning SB: 426/HB 201, i

o conﬂxct waiver should be granted. There does not appear to be-any compelling reason for
th ,BCCto grant a waiver to Mr: Bookmﬂusmatter




