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Economic Development & Social Services Committee
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Rebeca Sosa (6) Chair; Jean Monestime (2) Vice Chair; Commissioners Bruno A 
Barreiro (5), Lynda Bell (8), Esteban L. Bovo, Jr. (13), and Dennis C. Moss (9)
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Government Center
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Lynda Bell, Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Jean Monestime, Dennis C. Moss, 
Rebeca Sosa.

Bruno A. Barreiro.

None.

None.Members Excused:  

Members Late:  

Members Absent:  

Members Present:  

None.Members Absent County Business:

MINUTES PREPARED BY:1

Mary Smith-York, Commission Reporter, (305) 
375-1598

Report:

MOMENT OF SILENCE1A

 At Chairwoman Sosa’s request, Commissioner 
Monestime led the opening prayer, which was 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Report:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE1B
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ROLL CALL1C

In addition to the members of the Committee, the 
following staff members were present:  Deputy 
Mayor Russell Benford; Assistant County 
Attorneys Cynthia Johnson-Stacks and Terrence 
Smith; and Deputy Clerks Jovel Shaw and Mary 
Smith-York.

Upon Chairwoman Sosa’s request, Assistant 
County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks advised 
that, in his memorandum entitled, “Requested 
Changes to the Economic Development & Social 
Services Committee Agenda,” BCC Chairman Joe 
Martinez requested that Agenda Item 2D, 
Resolution providing for renegotiation of the 
County’s organization (The Beacon Council, Inc.) 
and requiring the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee 
to submit a written report and resolution to 
accomplish any agreed-upon amendments to such 
agreement be added to today’s agenda.  
Additionally, she noted, the Prime Sponsor of Item 
2D requested that the item be deferred to no-date-
certain.

It was moved by Commissioner Bell that the 
Committee approve today’s agenda with the 
changes noted by Assistant County Attorney 
Cynthia Johnson-Stacks.  This motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Bovo, and upon being 
put to a vote, passed by a vote of 4-0 
(Commissioners Barreiro and Moss were absent).

Report:

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (Scheduled 
for 9:00 A.M.)

1D

Presented
122006

1D1
Joe A. Martinez

PRESENTATION OF SERVICE AWARDS TO THE 
FOLLOWING EMPLOYEE(S):

MARYLIN REY - CAHS - 30 YRS
WILSON RODRIGUEZ - CAHS - 30 YRS
ROBERT MCWILLIAMS - PHCD - 35 YRS
LESHIA ELIE - PHCD - 30 YRS
ALTON LINDSEY - PHCD - 30 YRS

Service Awards
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DISCUSSION(S)1E
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Presented
121173

1E1

Chairwoman Sosa noted County Commission 
Chairman Joe Martinez requested that 
presentations be made by representatives of 
County-funded Economic Development 
Organizations, to provide information to the 
community regarding their services.  She stated 
that the information provided would include the 
organizations’ missions, the amount of public 
funding they received, their major 
accomplishments, and other related issues.  
Commissioner Sosa asked those representatives 
present to come forward and the following 
individuals appeared: 

1)  Mr. Peter England, Vice Chairman, Economic 
Development Council of South Miami-Dade 
(EDC), 7620 S.W. 171 Street, Palmetto Bay, 
appeared before the Committee and  provided 
brochures highlighting the organization’s history.  
He provided a brief overview of the services the 
organization performed, noting the EDC was 
formed 20 years ago, in the wake of Hurricane 
Andrew.  He explained that the EDC had a four-
pronged approach: it served as a business 
resource center; it was developing a 20-year long-
term strategic plan; it served as a liaison between 
the businesses and government; and it had a 
business training program. He noted the County 
allocated $37,000 to this organization and 
acknowledged Commissioner Linda Bell’s role in 
helping to launch this training program by 
providing startup capital.

Chairwoman Sosa stressed how important it was 
for Miami-Dade County to have such an 
organization as this one focusing on South Dade.  
She noted one of this organization’s biggest 
accomplishments was its training program for 
businesses.

Commissioner Moss pointed out that he was one of 
the original members of the EDC’s predecessor; 
therefore, he was very familiar with its work.  He 
noted that one of its main concerns was a lack of 
funding, noting at one time this organization 
received over $100,000, but over the years, its 
funding had been reduced; hopefully, through the 
budget process, the Board members would have 
an opportunity to increase its funding.

Rebeca Sosa
CHAIRPERSON'S OPEN DISCUSSION
Discussion Item

Report:
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Commissioner Bell stated that she had personally 
witnessed the success of this organization, and 
was proud of the work the EDC was 
accomplishing in South Dade.

2)  Mr. Luis DeRosa, President, Puerto Rican 
Chamber of Commerce, 3550 Biscayne Boulevard, 
Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
provided a brief overview of services provided by 
the organization.  He stated that part of its mission 
was to promote trade between Puerto Rico and 
Miami-Dade.  He indicated that the organization 
had a vast network of partners and was striving to 
help small businesses through small loans.  Mr. 
DeRosa noted the organization’s level of funding 
from the County’s General Fund was $41,000 and 
from the Community Development Block Grant 
was $100,000.

Chairwoman Sosa noted the Puerto Rican 
Chamber of Commerce’s main mission was to 
promote job creation.

Commissioner Moss pointed out that it was 
important to support all of these economic 
development organizations, because they were 
working with small businesses, which are the 
backbone of the economy in Miami-Dade County.

3)  Mr. John Dixon, Executive Director, Miami-
Dade Economic Advocacy Trust (MDEAT), 
appeared before the Committee, noting MDEAT 
was created by ordinance in 1985 and its mission 
was established by the BCC.  He explained the 
organization’s role in providing economic support 
to the minority community and listed several 
initiatives that had been funded through MDEAT’s 
budget.  He indicated that MDEAT’s $280,000 
budget was primarily supported by the County’s 
General Fund; however, at one time it received a 
dedicated source of funding through the Beacon 
Council.

Chairwoman Sosa noted MDEAT’s main mission 
was to ensure equitable participation of Blacks in 
Miami-Dade County’s economic growth through 
advocacy and monitoring. She asked Mr. Dixon to 
confirm whether MDEAT’s budget consisted of 
operating funds from the County’s General Fund 
in the amount of $567,000; $1.507 million from 
the Documentary Stamp Surtax Fund for its 
housing program; $50,000 from the Surtax Loan 
Payback Fund; $1.193 million from Teen Court 
Fees; and $560,000 carryover from last this year.  
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Mr. Dixon confirmed those figures.

Commissioner Moss pointed out that he used to be 
a member of MDEAT’s predecessor, MMAP.  He 
asked Mr. Dixon how much funding MDEAT 
received from the County prior to the decision to 
return the funds to the Beacon Council.  

Mr. Dixon stated that it was approximately 
$330,000.

Commissioner Monestime commended Mr. Dixon 
and MDEAT on their efforts to promote economic 
growth in the urban core and noted he was 
pleased that the organization was moving forward 
with its mission so dynamically.

4)  Mr. Barry Johnson, President/CEO, Greater 
Miami Chamber of Commerce (GMCC), 1601 
Biscayne Boulevard, appeared before the 
Committee and provided a brief overview of 
GMCC’s history and organizational structure.  He 
noted GMCC was the first and largest business 
organization in South Florida, formed in 1907 a 
few years after the City of Miami was created.  Mr. 
Johnson explained that GMCC was a member-led 
organization and as the County was a member of 
the organization, GMCC received no funding from 
the County.  He noted the organization focused on 
improving South Florida’s infrastructure, 
healthcare, education, sports, etc., noting 
currently 26 different committees comprised 
GMCC.  Mr. Johnson indicated that GMCC was 
involved internationally to provide opportunities 
for businesses to grow globally.  

Chairwoman Sosa thanked Mr. Johnson for his 
comments, noting the County paid $29,050 for its 
GMCC membership.  She pointed out that one of 
GMCC’s important contributions to the local 
economy was its work to attract people to Miami.  

Commissioner Moss recalled that when he was 
Chairman of the BCC, he travelled with GMCC 
representatives on many occasions to advocate for 
Miami-Dade projects, and thanked Mr. Johnson 
for his organization’s support and leadership.

Commissioner Bell commended Mr. Johnson and 
his organization for their work.  She pointed out 
that this organization lobbied frequently on behalf 
of the County in Washington DC and in 
Tallahassee.
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5)  Mr. Joe Pallot, Chairman, Beacon Council, 
825 Brickell Bay Drive, Miami, appeared before 
the Committee and expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to make his presentation.  He 
presented his apologies to Commissioner Bell with 
respect to the meeting on Monday, noting he 
acquired many good suggestions from the meeting 
and looked forward to working with the 
Commission.  

Mr. Frank Nero, President/CEO, Beacon Council, 
appeared before the Committee and presented a 
PowerPoint Presentation highlighting the Beacon 
Council’s structure, services, and mission.  He 
noted the Beacon Council’s mission was to attract 
worldwide, new-to-market, job producing 
investments; to help local companies wishing to 
expand; and to help retain companies looking to 
relocate out of Miami.  Pursuant to Chairwoman 
Sosa’s inquiry, he confirmed that the Beacon 
Council’s allocation of $3.75 million was 
generated from the Local Business Tax Surcharge 
fees.  Mr. Nero added that $2 million was 
generated from membership fees.

Commissioner Moss expressed his displeasure 
regarding the decision to move funding from 
MDEAT back to the Beacon Council.  He stated 
that the Beacon Council was very successful at 
bringing jobs to many areas in the community, but 
he wished for the Beacon Council to provide more 
opportunities within the most disadvantaged 
communities in the County.

Discussion ensued between Committee members, 
and Mr. Nero regarding the fact that funding was 
not directed to the areas of most need and how to 
resolve this issue.

Commissioner Bell expressed her appreciation to 
the Beacon Council Chair, Mr. Pallot, for his 
comments regarding the previous meeting.  She 
suggested that, rather than accept that businesses 
might not wish to relocate to the urban core, 
incentives should be created to attract more 
companies to those areas.  

Commissioner Bovo stressed how important it was 
for the County’s economic partners and agencies 
to consider all areas of the County with respect to 
economic development.

6)  Mr. William “Bill” Talbert, President/CEO, 
Greater Miami Convention and Visitors’ Bureau 
(GMCVB), appeared before the Committee and 
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described the services which the GMCVB 
performed for the Community.  He said that the 
GMCVB’s mission was to bring tourists, meetings 
and conventions to this community.  He pointed 
out that over the past years, Miami-Dade County 
had attracted a record number of visitors (both 
domestic and international), and for 32 months, 
the hotels and restaurants had added jobs.  He 
confirmed that the organization received $50,000 
in fees from the Aviation Department, $185,000 
from the Seaport, $9.966 million from the Tourist 
Tax, and $5.9 million from the Tourist 
Development Surtax Fund.  He further indicated 
that the GMCVB also received approximately $5 
million from the private sector.

Chairwoman Sosa stressed that Miami-Dade 
County needed an up-dated and upgraded 
Convention Center.  She said that the County was 
losing the opportunity to attract big conventions to 
Miami, and if the City of Miami Beach was not up 
to the task, the County would have to build this 
Convention Center.

Commissioner Moss informed his fellow 
Committee members that the Community Image 
Advisory Board met every month and at every 
meeting the members received an update from the 
GMCVB.  He thanked Mr. Talbert for taking part 
in the US-Africa Air Transportation Summit, 
which was held the previous week.  He explained 
that this event was organized by the Foundation 
for Democracy in Africa, which was continuing its 
efforts to attract partners from Africa to invest in 
Miami-Dade.

7)  Mr. Luis Cuervo (phonetic), Executive 
Director, Hemispheric Congress for CAMACOL, 
appeared before the Board and provided a brief 
overview of the organization’s mission and 
funding level.  He stated that CAMACOL’s mission 
was to establish commercial linkages, develop 
business opportunities, and sponsor activities 
which helped create and retain employment in the 
community.  Upon Chairwoman Sosa’s request, 
Mr. Cuervo confirmed that CAMACOL received 
$14,000 for Micro Loan technical Assistance and 
$84,601 for Hemispheric Conference sponsorship 
from the General Fund; $2,500 from the Aviation 
Promotional Funds; and $100,000 from the 
Seaport Promotional Funds.

8)  Ms. Grace Calvani, President/CEO, Miami 
Beach Latin Chamber of Commerce (MBLCC), 
appeared before the Committee and presented a 
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brief overview of the organization’s history.  She 
stated that MBLCC’s mission was to promote the 
economic vitality of Miami Beach; represent the 
Hispanic community of Miami Beach in the 
marketplace; be a service arm to the number one 
tourism industry in the region with an accredited 
visitor information center; and be a service 
partner to the South Florida Workforce Investment 
Board (SFWIB).  She noted the organization 
received $13,000 from the County’s General Fund 
and $20,000 from the Tourist Development 
Commission (TDC), as well as matching funds 
from the City of Miami Beach.

9)  Mr. Leroy Jones, President/CEO, Neighbors 
And Neighbors Association (NANA), 180 SW 62nd 
Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and 
provided information regarding NANA.  He stated 
that NANA helped small businesses by providing 
them with funding which the County allocated.  
Mr. Jones clarified that the small businesses that 
NANA helped were “Mom and Pop” shops that 
employed an average of three workers.  He 
pointed out that all funding received from the 
County were directed to the small businesses 
rather than to NANA operations.

Commissioner Moss thanked Mr. Jones for his 
work, noting a number of Community-Based 
Organizations and economic development entities 
in his district had closed over the past years.  He 
noted, as a result of these closings, he had relied 
on Mr. Jones and NANA, who had always been 
willing to assist.

Chairwoman Sosa stated that during the next 
budget cycle, the Board should re-consider the 
funds allocated to the “Mom and Pop” businesses, 
because their funding had been drastically 
reduced.

PUBLIC HEARING1F

COUNTY COMMISSION2
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Monestime
Seconder: Bell
Vote: 4-0
Absent: Moss, Barreiro

121916
2A

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
proceeded to vote.

Sally A. Heyman
RESOLUTION WAIVING TERM LIMITS FOR THE RE-
APPOINTMENT OF RICHARD BROWN-MORILLA TO 
THE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY BOARD

Resolution

Report:

Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Monestime
Seconder: Bell
Vote: 4-0
Absent: Barreiro, Moss

121922
2B

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
proceeded to vote.

Sally A. Heyman
RESOLUTION WAIVING TERM LIMITS FOR THE RE-
APPOINTMENT OF ADAM C. PETRILLO TO THE 
HOUSING FINANCE AUTHORITY

Resolution

Report:
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Monestime
Seconder: Bell
Vote: 4-0
Absent: Barreiro, Moss

121986
2C

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

It was moved by Commissioner Monestime that the 
foregoing proposed resolution be forwarded to the 
BCC with a favorable recommendation.  This 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bell, 
followed by discussion.

Commissioner Monestime explained that the intent 
of this resolution was to request that research be 
conducted on incorporating rent-to-own 
opportunities within affordable housing programs 
countywide and to have the results presented 
before the County Commission within 90 days.

Chairwoman Sosa concurred with Commissioner 
Monestime and note certain people might not be 
able to afford home ownership, even though it was 
their dream.  She pointed out that this resolution 
provided a transition period to allow those people 
to rent while putting together the funds to 
purchase a home.

Commissioner Monestime acknowledged that not 
all people would become homeowners; however, 
the opportunity should be provided for those who 
could afford it.

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented.

Jean Monestime
RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR THE 
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO INCORPORATE RENT-TO-
OWN OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOW- AND MODERATE-
INCOME PERSONS IN CURRENT AND FUTURE 
HOUSING PROGRAMS

Resolution

Report:

Page 11 of  15 Meeting Key 3262 - Printed on 11/7/2012



Wednesday, October 17, 2012
Economic Development & Social Services Committee

Meeting MinutesCLERK'S SUMMARY OF

Deferred to no date certain
Mover: Bell
Seconder: Bovo, Jr.
Vote: 4-0
Absent: Moss, Barreiro

122013
2D

NOTE:  The Committee deferred the foregoing 
proposed resolution to no date certain during the 
motion to set today's (10/17) agenda, as requested 
by Commissioner Bell, Prime Sponsor.

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Audrey M. Edmonson, Xavier L. 
Suarez

Lynda Bell,

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR RENEGOTIATION OF 
THE COUNTY’S AGREEMENT WITH ITS OFFICIAL 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (THE 
BEACON COUNCIL, INC.) AND REQUIRING THE 
MAYOR OR THE MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO SUBMIT A 
WRITTEN REPORT AND RESOLUTION TO 
ACCOMPLISH ANY AGREED-UPON AMENDMENTS TO 
SUCH AGREEMENT

Resolution

Report:

DEPARTMENT3

Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Sosa
Seconder: Bell
Vote: 4-0
Absent: Moss, Barreiro

121928
3A

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolutions into the record.

After relinquishing the Chair to Vice Chairman 
Monestime, Chairwoman Sosa provided a brief 
overview of the foregoing proposed resolutions.

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee proceeded to vote.

Rebeca Sosa
RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
EXECUTION OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND THE UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY FOR DREDGING 
CERTAIN PORTMIAMI BERTHING AREAS AS PART OF 
THE ARMY’S PHASE III MIAMI HARBOR DREDGING 
PROJECT; AUTHORIZING COUNTY TO PAY ARMY IN 
ADVANCE FOR SUCH WORK, ESTIMATED TO BE 
APPROXIMATELY $7,000,000; AND AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR OR THE MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 
THE AGREEMENT FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-
DADE  (Port of Miami)

Resolution

Report:
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Sosa
Seconder: Monestime
Vote: 5-0
Absent: Barreiro

122014
3B

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolutions into the record.

After relinquishing the Chair to Vice Chairman 
Monestime, Chairwoman Sosa provided a brief 
overview of the foregoing proposed resolutions.

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee proceeded to vote.

Rebeca Sosa
RESOLUTION APPROVING A U.S. GOVERNMENT 
LEASE FOR REAL PROPERTY BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AND U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION FOR OFFICE AND WAREHOUSE SPACE 
LOCATED AT TRANSIT SHED E; AND AUTHORIZING 
THE MAYOR OR MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE 
THE AGREEMENT FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY, AND TO EXERCISE ANY 
CANCELLATION AND RENEWAL PROVISIONS  (Port of 
Miami)

Resolution

Report:

Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Sosa
Seconder: Monestime
Vote: 5-0
Absent: Barreiro

122016
3C

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolutions into the record.

After relinquishing the Chair to Vice Chairman 
Monestime, Chairwoman Sosa provided a brief 
overview of the foregoing proposed resolutions.

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee proceeded to vote.

Rebeca Sosa
RESOLUTION APPROVING A U.S. GOVERNMENT 
LEASE FOR REAL PROPERTY BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AND U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION FOR OFFICE SPACE LOCATED AT 1500 
PORT BOULEVARD; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
OR DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT FOR 
AND ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, AND TO 
EXERCISE ANY CANCELLATION AND RENEWAL 
PROVISIONS  (Port of Miami)

Resolution

Report:
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Sosa
Seconder: Monestime
Vote: 5-0
Absent: Barreiro

122017
3D

Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolutions into the record.

After relinquishing the Chair to Vice Chairman 
Monestime, Chairwoman Sosa provided a brief 
overview of the foregoing proposed resolutions.

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee proceeded to vote.

Rebeca Sosa
RESOLUTION APPROVING A U.S. GOVERNMENT 
LEASE FOR REAL PROPERTY BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AND U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION FOR OFFICE SPACE LOCATED AT 
TERMINAL H; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR 
DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT FOR AND 
ON BEHALF OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, AND TO 
EXERCISE ANY CANCELLATION AND RENEWAL 
PROVISIONS  (Port of Miami)

Resolution

Report:

COUNTY MANAGER4

COUNTY ATTORNEY5

CLERK OF THE BOARD6

Approved
Mover: Bell
Seconder: Moss
Vote: 5-0
Absent: Barreiro

122007
6A

CLERK'S SUMMARY OF MEETING MINUTES FOR THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
COMMITTEE MEETING(S): SEPTEMBER 12, 2012  (Clerk 
of the Board)

Report

REPORTS7
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Report Received
Mover: Bell
Seconder: Moss
Vote: 5-0
Absent: Barreiro

121881
7A

SEAPORT DEPARTMENT QUARTERLY REPORT OF 
EXECUTED JOINT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN APRIL 1,  AND JUNE 30, 2012  (Mayor)

Report

ADJOURNMENT8

There being no further business to come before the 
Committee, the meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m.

Report:
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