MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 4(H)

TO: Honorable Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa DATE: April 2, 2013
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R.A. Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT: Ordinance amending Sec.
County Attorney 2-1800A of the Code, regarding
public meetings held prior to
adoption of the County’s
Annual Budget when new or
increased taxes or fees are
proposed

The accompanying ordinance was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Prime
Sponsor Senator Javier D. Souto.
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MEMORANDUM

(Revised)
TO: Honorable Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa DATE: April 2, 2013
and Members, Board of Comnty Commussioners
FROM: R.A. Cudvas, Jr. ) SUBJECT: AgendaltemNo. 4(H)

County Aitorney

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks requived between first yeading and public hearing

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required
Statement of fiscal impact required

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s
report for public hearing

No comumittee review

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s s
3/8’s , Unanimous ) to approve

Current imformation regarding funding source, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required



“Approved _ Mayor Agenda Item No. 4(H)
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Override

ORDINANCE NO.

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-1800A OF THE CODE
OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA REGARDING PUBLIC
MEETINGS HELD PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF THE
COUNTY’S ANNUAL BUDGET WHEN NEW OR
INCREASED TAXES OR FEES ARE PROPOSED;
MODIFYING WHEN SUCH MEETINGS SHALL BE HELD;
PROVIDING THAT PUBLIC MEETINGS SHALL BE HELD
NOT ONLY DURING THE ANNUAL BUDGET PROCESS
BUT THEY SHALL ALSO BE HELD WHENEVER NEW OR
CERTAIN INCREASED TAXES OR FEES ARE PROPOSED
AT ANY TIME OF THE FISCAL YEAR; PROVIDING FOR
SCHEDULING OF SUCH PUBLIC MEETINGS AND ANY
COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEMS FOLLOWING
SUCH MEETINGS; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY,
INCLUSION IN THE CODE, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution R-1018-94, as codified by Ordinance No. 11-45,
since 1994, six public meetings are held annually in various locations within the County after the
proposed County budget and accompanying budget ordinances are presented, but prior to the
adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, these public meetings typically occur during the month of August; and

WHEREAS, there have been ongoing discussions recently regarding the County
providing financial support for renovating a professional sports stadium; and

WHEREAS, if the Board is considering raising revenues measures (i.e., increasing or
imposing or assessing taxes or fees) at a time other than during the aﬁnual budget process, it is a
wise course of action to inform the public that the Board is considering these measures and to

request input from the public,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA:
Section 1. Section 2-1800A of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida, is hereby

amended to read as follows: !

Sec 2-1800A. Public Meetings Regarding New or Increased Taxes
or Fees.

1. >>The County shall conduct six public meetings, as provided
herein, << [[Six-public-meetings-shall be-conducted-asprovided
herein-throughout-the County]] whenever the proposed budget
or the proposed budget ordinances for the ensuing fiscal year
>>(the Annual Budget”) or any other County ordinance or
resolution which is to be considered at any time of the fiscal

year that:
a. proposes the levy or assessment of<< [[;providefor]]

new taxes or fees >>not levied or assessed by the
County in the previous fiscal year, including but not

limited to professional sports taxes,<<or

>>b, proposes<< [[for]] increases in the rates of ad valorem
taxes, local option sales and gasoline taxes, water and
sewer rates, f{ranchise fees, utility service taxes,
garbage/trash collection fees, mass transit fares, impact
fees, >>bed taxes, transient lodging taxes<< or County
imposed auto registration fees >>, or

proposes calling a countywide referendum which, if
approved by the electorate, would approve the County’s

levying taxes or assessing fees, as contemplated by this
section,

|

(which are collectively referred to herein as “revenue raising
measures”). Notwithstanding any provision herein, (i) the
requirements of this section shall not apply to new assessments

for street lighting or security guard special taxing districts or
any referenda related to such taxing districts, and (ii) if the

Board of County Commissioners calls a referendum, as

: Words stricken through and/or [[double bracketed|] shall be deleted, words underscored

and/or >>double arrowed<< shall be added. Remaining provisions are now in effect and remain
unchanged.

ye
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discussed in paragraph 1{c) above and the six public meetings
required hereby are held in connection with calling such
referendum, no more public meetings would be required to be
convened prior to any Board action to levy the new or
increased tax or fee that was the subject of a referendum
approved by the voters<<,

Such meetings shall be conducted by county staff to solicit
community input about the proposed new or increased taxes or
fees.

Gema%}h]] Such meetlngs shall be for the purpose of dlscussmg
revenue [[increase—proposals]] >>raising measures<< as
described herein and the purpose for which such revenues are
being proposed only. >>If a referendum may be called as
contemplated by paragraph 1(c). there shall be no “political
advertisement,” as defined by state law, occurring at the
referenced public meetings. Therefore, County staff and any
elected County officials present shall not expressly advocate
for passage of a referendum as contemplated in this section,
including using the words “vote for.” “support.” “cast your
ballot for,” “vote against,” “defeat.” “oppose,” or “reject” the
subject referendum.<< Such meetings shall not constitute
public budget hearings.

The public meetings required hereby shall be held at locations
and times which are accessible and convenient to the majority

of residents in the County [{a:ﬁfeeted—by—the—taaeaﬁd—wh*eh
allow—for]] >>and afford an opportunity<< for maximum

participation by the diverse population of the County.

[[All-publie]] >>Public<< meetings required hereby >>which
relate to revenue increasing measures that are proposed in the
Annual Budget,<< shall take place during the period following
the issuance of the proposed budget for the ensuing year and
prior to the first public hearing on the proposed budget
ordinances by the Board of County Commissioners.

>>Public meetings required hereby that relate to revenue
increasing measures that are not proposed in the Annual

Budget shall take place prior to consideration on first reading
of any ordinance or prior to consideration of any resolution

5
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proposing such revenue raising measurcs or calling a
referendum regarding such revenue raising measures. Prior {o
scheduling an ordinance for first reading or a resolution for
consideration by the Board. upon receipt of a request to place
such items on an appropriate agenda, the Chairperson of the
Board of County Commissioners (the “Chairperson™) will
notify the Mavor to schedule the public meetings. Upon being
notified of completion of the public meetings, the Chairperson,
in consultation with the Mayor and Mayor’s designee. shall
schedule any ordinance or resolution contemplated by this
section on the next available committee or Board agenda. as
appropriate, in accordance with the Board’s Rules of
Procedure. <<

5. The public meeting shall be appropriately advertised including
use of print advertisements in newspapers of general
circulation and community based periodicals, and to the extent
practicable, direct mail to all registered property owners.

6. This ordinance shall be construed as directory only, and failure
to comply with the provisions hereof shall not affect the
validity of any ordinance, resolution or action of this Board in
whole or in part.

Section 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of this ordinance
is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected by such invalidity.

Section 3. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners, and it is hereby
ordained that the provisions of this ordinance, including any sunset provision, shall become and
be made a part of the Code of Miami-Dade County, Florida. The sections of this ordinance may
be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention, and the word "ordinance” may be

changed to "section," "article,” or other appropriate word.
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Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after the date of
enactment unless vetoed by the Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective only upon an
override by this Board.

PASSED AND ADOPTED:
Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency:

Prepared by:

Cynthia Johnson-Stacks

Prime Sponsor: Senator Javier D. Souto



