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CLERK'S SUMMARY OF 
Meeting Minutes 

Health & Social Services Committee 

Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center 
Ill N.W. 1st Street 
Miami, FL 33128 

Audrey M. Edmonson (3) Chair; Jean Monestime (2) Vice Chair; Commissioners 
Lynda BeU (8), Jose "Pepe" Diaz (12), and Javier D. Souto (10) 

Monday, December 9, 2013 2:00PM Commission Chambers 

Members Present: Lynda Bell, Audrey M. Edmonson, Jean Monestime, Javier D. Souto. 

Members Absent: Jose "Pepe" Diaz. 

Members Late: None. 

Members Excused: None. 

Members Absent County Business: None. 

1 MINUTES PREPARED BY: 

Report: Maryse Fontus, Commission Reporter 
(305) 375-4906 

1A INVOCATION AS PROVIDED IN RULE 
5.05 (H) 

Report: The Health and Social Services Committee 
convened in a moment of silence. 
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18 ROLL CALL 

Report: The following staff members were present: Deputy 
Mayor Russell Benford; Assistant County 
Attorneys Cynthia Johnson-Stacks and Terrence 
Smith; and Deputy Clerks Jove! Shaw and Mmyse 
Fontus. 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted during the 2013 
session, the Florida legislature passed Senate Bill 
50, which requires that State, County and 
municipal boards provide members of the public a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard on items and 
matters being considered She said that this law 
did not affect public hearings, which would be 
conducted in the usual manner. She indicated that 
she would provide the public an opportunity to be 
heard on the following non-public hearing matters 
at this time: Agenda Items 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A, 3B, 3C, 
6A, and6B. 

Vice Chairman Monestime momentarily assumed 
the Chair and asked whether any member of the 
public would like to be heard on any of these items. 

Ms. Renita Holmes, 350 NW 4th Street, Suite 104, 
Executive Director, Women 's Association and 
Alliance against Injustice and Violence, appeared 
before the Committee, and said that she had a 
question regarding the proposed change to the 
Comprehensive Development Master Plan in 
Agenda Item JF3. 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted Ms. Holmes would 
have the opportunity to ask her question during 
the public hearing for Agenda Item IF3. She 
closed the public hearing for Agenda Items 2A, 
2B, 2C, 3A, 3B, 3C, 6A, and 6B, after no other 
person appeared wishing to speak on these items. 

Chairwoman Edmonson asked Assistant County 
Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks to set the agenda. 

Assistant County A ttorney Johnson-Stacks advised 
Committee members ofthefollowing changes 
noted in today 's (1 2109) agenda: 

•Agenda Items 6A and 6B, the Clerk 's meeting 
minutes, should be added; 
•Amendments to Agenda Item 2A would have to 
be read into the record; 
•and as Agenda Item I F2 was not properly 
advertised, it would have to be deferred to the next 
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meeting. 

Assistant County Attorney Johnson-Stacks stated 
that a motion to set the agenda was in order. 

It was moved by Commissioner Monestime that the 
Committee approve today 's (1 2/09) agenda with 
the changes noted by the Assistant County 
Attorney. This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Bell, and being put to a vote, 
passed by a vote of 4-0; (Commissioner Diaz was 
absent). 

Later in the meeting, Commissioner Bell said that 
she would like to publicly acknowledge Ms. Lucia 
Davis-Raiford, Director, Community Action and 
Human Services Department (CAHSD), who on 
two different occasions during the past six month 
intervened to assist homeless mothers and their 
children. Commissioner Bell noted M~. Lucia 
Davis-Raiford provided excellent service and went 
above the call of duty. 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted Ms. Lucia Davis
Raiford had assisted her with similar situations. 

1 C PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Report: The Pledge of Allegiance followed the moment of 
silence. 

1 D SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN AT 1 :30 PM) 

101 

132115 Service Awards Rebeca Sosa 

PRESENTATION OF SERVICE AWARDS TO THE 
FOLLOWING EMPLOYEE(S): 

ALBERTON. P ARJUS - CAHSD - 30 YEARS 
WYMAN LAMAR- PHCD- 30 YEARS 
ELIJAH WILSON- PHCD - 30 YEARS 

Report: Chairwoman Edmonson presented awards to the 
following County employees: 

•Alberto N Parjus, Assistant Director 2 
• ff)lman Lamar, Maintenance specialist 
•Elijah Wilson, Maintenance Repairer 
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1 E DISCUSSIONS 

1 F PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1 F1 

131872 Ordinance Jean Monestime 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-1889 OF THE 
CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA TO 
APPOINT CHARESSE CHESTER AND SAMUEL 
FREDERIQUE TO BOARD OF CO.MMISSIONERS OF THE 
N.W. 7TH AVENUE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN 
THE CODE, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

Report: (See Agenda Item 1 F 1 Substitute; Legislative File 
No. 132183) 
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1F1 SUB 

132183 Ordinance Jean Monestime 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-1889 OF THE 
CODE OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA TO 
APPOINT CHARESSE CHESTER AND SAMUEL 
FREDERIQUE TO BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
N.W. 7TH A VENUE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, INCLUSION IN 
THE CODE, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE [SEE ORIGINAL 
ITEM UNDER FILE NO. 131872] 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
read the title of the foregoing proposed ordinance 
into the record 

Chairwoman Edmonson opened the public 
hearing on the foregoing proposed ordinance. 
She closed the public hearing after no one 
appeared wishing to speak. 

The Committee members proceeded to vote on the 
foregoing proposed ordinance, as presented. 

Commissioner Monestime requested that the 
foregoing item be waived to the next Board of 
County Commissioners ' meeting for consideration. 

In response to Commissioner Mones time's 
request, Chairwoman Edmonson requested that 
staff prepare an appropriate memorandum asking 
that Board of County Commissioners' 
Chairwoman Sosa waive the Board's Rules of 
Procedw·e to allow the foregoing proposed 
ordinance to be heard at the December 17, 2013 
BCC meeting. 

SPECIAL NOTE: The Clerk of the Board received 
the appropriate memorandum from Chairwoman 
Edmonson dated December I 0, 2013, entitled, 
"Request to Waive Items to the December 17, 2013 
Board of County Commissioners Meeting Agenda." 
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Monestime 
Seconder: Bell 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 
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1F2 

132199 Resolution Audrey M. Edmonson 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF FY 2013 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 
TO DEMOLISH IMPROVEMENTS ON COUNTY OWNED 
PARCELS IDENTIFIED AS 1312, 1320, 1330, AND 1342 
NW 62 STREET, MIAMI, FLORJDA 33147 FORMERLY 
UTILIZED AS THE LIBERTY CITY HEALTH CENTER; 
AUTHORJZING AMENDMENT OF THE FY 2013 ACTION 
PLAN TO BE FILED WITH UNITED STATED 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT (Public Housing and Community 
Development) 

Report: During consideration of the changes to today's 
agenda, the Committee deferred the foregoing 
proposed resolution to the next Committee meeting. 
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Deferred to next committee meeting 
Mover: Monestime 
Seconder: Bell 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 
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132348 Resolution Barbara J. Jordan, 

Audrey M. Edmonson 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE HOUSING INTERVENTION AND 
MASTER PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 
2019; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO DO ALL THINGS 
NECESSARY AND PROPER TO IMPLEMENT THE PLAN 
(Public Housing and Conununity Development) 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
read the title of the foregoing proposed resolution 
into the record. 

Chairwoman Edmonson opened the public 
hearing on the foregoing proposed re..wlution. 

Ms. Renita Holmes, 350 NW 4th Street, Suite 104, 
Executive Director, Women's Association and 
Alliance against Injustice and Violence, appeared 
before the Committee, noting she was concerned 
about the safety of women in public housing. She 
stated that in the past two months, a large number 
of women had been the victims of gun violence in 
the vicinity of Liberty Square. She pointed out 
that four women were shot and two women were 
killed within sight of surveillance cameras. She 
said that any change to the Comprehensive Master 
Plan should take into account the public safety 
needs of women and children in public housing. 
She also said that she was sounding the alarm 
with regard to the environmental needs in public 
housing. 

Chairwoman Edmonson asked Mr. Gregg Fortner, 
Director, Public Housing and Community 
Development (PHCD), what was being done to 
combat gun violence in Liberty Square. 

Mr. Fortner indicated that P HCD worked ve1y 

closely with the Miami-Dade Police Department to 
ensure that the laws were enforced within public 
housing developments. He acknowledged that 
unfortunate incidents had occurred in Liberty 
Square, noting the City of Miami Police 
Department was immediately contacted, and the 
officers in charge of the investigations checked the 
video cameras for any relevant information. 

Chairwoman Edmonson asked whether any 
Liberty Square residents had come forward with 
relevant information. 

Page '1 of 17 

Monday, December 09, 2013 

Forwarded to the BCC by the BCC 
Chairpersoll with a favorable 
recommelldation 
Mover: Mo11estime 
Secollder: Edmonson 
Vote: 4-0 
Absellt: Diaz 
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Mr. Fortner said that because of the on-going 
investigations, the police officers were reluctant to 
share information; however, P HCD had 
established an independent line for people to 
report information anonymously. Mr. Fortner 
indicated that often the victims and suspects were 
not residents of the public housing developments. 

Chairwoman Edmonson closed the public hearing 
after no other person appeared wishing to speak. 
She said that she would now provide 

Commissioner Jordan, the Prime Sponsor, an 
opportunity to speak on this item. 
Commissioner Jordan recalled that many years 
ago the Community Affordable Housing Strategies 
Alliance (CAHSA) was established to develop the 
Master Affordable Housing Plan. She said that, at 
the time, housing prices were escalating, and the 
development of the Master Affordable Housing 
Plan was halted in order to take into 
consideration the impact of the Economic Stimulus 
P ackage. Commissioner Jordan stated that last 
y ear she sponsored an item to extend CAHSA 's 
sunset and enable it to resume its work. She noted 
the item being considered today (12/09) presented 
the Master Affordable Housing Plan. 

The Committee members proceeded to vote on the 
foregoing proposed resolution, as presented. 

Chairwoman Edmonson asked to be added as a co
sponsor to this item. 

Commissioner Jordan requested that the foregoing 
item be waived to the next Board of County 
Commissioners' meeting for consideration. 

In respon.~e to Commissioner Jordan's request, 
Chairwoman Edmonson requested that staff 
prepare an appropriate memorandum asking that 
B oard of County Commissioners' Chairwoman 
Sosa waive the Board's Rules of Procedure to 
allow the foregoing proposed resolution to be 
heard at the December 17, 2013 BCC meeting. 

SPECIAL NOTE: The Clerk of the Board received 
tgw appropriate memorandum frrm Chairwoman 
Edmonson dated December 10, 2013, entitled, 
"R equest to Waive Items to the December 17, 2013 
Board of County Commissioners Meeting Agenda." 
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1F4 

132445 Resolution Health & Social Services Committee 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF AN 
AMENDED SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT TO MIAMI
DADE COUNTY'S FY 2008-2012 CONSOLIDATED PLAN 
AND 2010 ACTION PLAN (PLAN) FOR NEIGHBORHOOD 
STABILIZATION PROGRAM ROUND 3 (NSP3) 
FUNDING; AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO US 
HUD WITH MIAMI-DADE COUNTY'S PROPOSED 
AMENDED USES OF FUNDS FOR NSP3 AS 
AUTHORIZED BY THE DODD-FRANK WALL STREET 
REFORM AND CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 2010 
FOR ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED SPECIFICALLY AS 
REDEVELOPMENT OF VA CANT LAND; AUTHORIZING 
THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY MAYOR'S 
DESIGNEE TO SUBMIT THE AMENDED PLAN TO US 
HUD FOR NSP3, INCLUDING AREAS AND 
ALLOCATIONS (Public Housing and Community 
Development) 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
read the title of the foregoing proposed resolution 
into the record. 

Chairwoman Edmonson opened the public 
hearing on the foregoing proposed resolution. 

Ms. Renita Holmes, 350 NW 4th Street, Suite I 04, 
Executive Director, Women's Association and 
Alliance against Injustice and Violence, appeared 
before the Committee, and asked whether any 
Community Advisory Councils provided input on 
the Neighborhood Stabilization Program Round 3 
(NSP3). 

Chairwoman Edmonson closed the public hearing 
after no other person appeared wishing to speak 

Mr. Gregg Fortner, Director, Public Housing and 
Community Development noted NSP3 was part of 
the 2010 Comprehensive Plan. He indicated that 
NSP3 was publicly noticed in accordance with 
federal regulations, but no public comments were 
received. Mr. Fortner explained that the reason 
this money was available was because an amount 
of up to ten percent of the NSP 3 grant was 
allocated to be used for general administration 
and planning activities; but expenditures did not 
reach this threshold and at least $1.4 million was 
available to be re-allocated or subject to 
recapture by the federal government. 

Mr. Fortner requested that the foregoing item be 
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waived to the next Board of County 
Commissioners' meeting for consideration, 
because it was time-sensitive. 

In response to Mr. Fortner's request, Chairwoman 
Edmonson requested that staff prepare an 
appropriate memorandum asking that Board of 
County Commissioners' Chain110man Sosa waive 
the Board's Rules of Procedure to allow the 
foregoing proposed resolution to be heard at the 
December 17, 2013 BCC meeting. 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted these funds would 
be allocated to Commission Districts 1, 2, and 7. 

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee members proceeded to vote on the 
foregoing proposed resolution, as presented. 

SPECIAL NOTE: The Clerk of the Board received 
the appropriate memorandum from Chairwoman 
Edmonson dated December 10, 2013, entitled, 
"Request to Waive Items to the December 17, 2013 
Board of County Commissioners .Meeting Agenda. " 

2 COUNTY COMMISSION 
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2A 

132267 Resolution Barbara J. Jordan 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. R-81-09 
RELATING TO MIAMI-DADE COUNTY'S APPLICATION 
FOR THE DISPOSITION AND REHABILITATION OF THE 
OPA-LOCKA BISCAYNE PLAZA PUBLIC HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT (FL005074); AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY MAYOR'S 
DESIGNEE TO SUBMIT AN AMENDMENT TO SAID 
APPLICATION TO THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR THE 
COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE AND MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY HOUSING FINANCE AUTHORITY TO 
NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A GROUND LEASE(S) 
WITH DEVELOPER(S) COMPETITIVELY SELECTED BY 
MIAMI-DADE HOUSING FINANCE AUTHORITY FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING CERTAIN 
PROPERTIES IN THE CITY OF OPA-LOCKA FOR 
VETERANS OR OTHER SPECIAL NEEDS PERSONS, 
SUBJECT TO UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT'S FINAL 
APPROVAL WHERE APPLICABLE; AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR THE COUNTY MAYOR'S 
DESIGNEE TO UTILIZE VETERANS AFFAIRS 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING VOUCHERS OR ANY OTHER 
SUBSIDY TO ASSIST QUALIFIED APPLICANTS; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AMENDMENTS TO 
ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION CONTRACTS, 
AGREEMENTS, RELEASES, AND ANY OTHER 
DOCUMENTS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED BY UNITED 
STATES DEPAR1MENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read 
into the record the following amendments to the 
foregoing proposed resolution: 

- on handwritten page 6, in the second WHEREAS 
clause, after the words "Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing vouchers" the words "or 
other federal subsidy" should be inserted; 

-on handwritten page 6, under Section 3, after 
words "Authority to negotiate" the words "and 
execute" should be deleted; and after the words 
"special needs persons" the words "subject to 
Housing and Urban Development's and the 
Board's approval" should be added; 

- on handwritten page 7, under Section 4, the 
beginning of the sentence should read "Subject to 
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2C 

132396 Resolution 

Housing and Urban Development's approval"; 
and after the word "vouchers" the words "or 
other federal subsidy" should be inserted 

It was moved by Commissioner Bell that the 
foregoing proposed resolution be forwarded to the 
County Commission with a favorable 
recommendation with Committee amendments. 
This motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Monestime and upon being put to a vote, passed 
by a vote of 4-0; (Commissioner Diaz was absent). 

Dennis C. Moss 

RESOLUTION MODIFYING THE REQUIREMENTS ON 
THE USE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY OWNED BY 
HABIT AT FOR HUMANITY PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 125.38; DELETING THE REQUIREMENT FOR 
A CHILD DAY-CARE FACILITY IN EXCHANGE FOR 
ADDITIONAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS; AND 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
title of the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record. 

132399 Resolution 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented 

Rebeca Sosa 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO RESEARCH ENROLLMENT OF 
DIABETIC CHIT..DREN IN PREKINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAMS AND TO REPORT BACK TO THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS WITH PROPOSED 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A VOIDING 
DISCRIMINATION AND FACILITATING ENROLLMENT 
OF DIABETIC CHILDREN IN PREKINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAMS 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
title of the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented. 
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Mmzestime 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 

Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
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Seconder: Monestime 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 
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3 DEPARTMENT 

132357 Resolution 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF THE 
FY 2013-14 CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,133,000 
WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF .MEETING PUBLIC 
HEALTH NEEDS OF THE CITIZENS OF MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR 
MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE THE 
AMENDMENT, RENEWAL, MODIF'ICATION, 
CANCELLATION, AND TERMINATION PROVISIONS 
THEREIN, TO EXECUTE FUTURE AGREEMENTS FOR, 
AND APPLY FOR, RECEIVE AND EXPEND 
ADDITIONAL FUNDS SHOULD THEY BECOME 
AVAILABLE UNDER THIS PROGRAM FOR THIS 
PURPOSE (Office of Management and Budget) 

Report: Assistant County A ttorney Terrence Smith read the 
title of the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record. 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented 
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Monestime 
Seconder: Edmonson 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 
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132333 Resolution Xavier L. Suarez 

RESOLUTION AWARDING UP TO $1,645,000.00 OF 
DOCUMENTARY STAMP SURTAX FUNDS TO RLI 
BENEFICIAL DEVELOP:MENT 11, LLC/METRO 
INVESTORS, INC., FOR DEVELOP:MENT OF METRO 
SOUTH SENIOR APARTMENTS PROJECT; 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ALL CONTRACTS, 
AGREEMENTS, AND AMENDMENTS NECESSARY TO 
CARRY OUT THE AWARD AND PROJECT; 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY 
MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE THE 
CANCELLATION PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 
(Public Housing and Community Development) 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
title of the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record. 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as p resented. 
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132417 Resolution Health & Social Services Committee 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A WARD AND 
EXPENDITURE OF UP TO $811,461.30 OF FY 2013-14 
STATE HOUSING INITIATIVE PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) 
FUNDS TO MIAMI-DADE COUNTY COMMUNITY 
ACTION AND HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
(CAHSD); AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
THE COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ALL 
CONTRACTS, ANY NECESSARY AGREEMENTS AND 
AMENDMENTS AND CANCELLATION PROVISIONS 
CONTAINED THEREIN (Public Housing and Community 
Development) 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
title of the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record 

The Committee members proceeded to vote on the 
foregoing proposed resolution, as presented 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted the foregoing item 
would be waived to the next Board of County 
Commissioners' meeting for consideration. 

Responding to Commissioner Souto's question 
regarding the status of the project on Bird Road, 
Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
said she believed that the commissioner was 
referring to the fact that some years ago the Board 
made a commitment to allocate certain funds to 
that project when they became available from the 
close-out of the Ward Towers Assisted Living 
Facility project. However, she stated, to the best 
of her knowledge that close-out had not been 
completed 

Mr. Gregg Fortner, Director, Public Housing and 
Community Development (PHCD) noted the 
Miami-Dade Housing Agency (MDHA) 
Development Corporation developed the Ward 
Towers Assisted Living Facility project, and the 
funds were held in escrow. He stated that the 
P HCD was awaiting the close-out of this project, 
in order to access the funds. Mr. Fortner said that 
he would prepare a memorandum for 
Commissioner Souto on this matter. 

Commissioner Souto noted last year, around 
April, it appeared that the funds were going to be 
released; however, it was difficult to obtain 
reliable information on this matter as it was under 
a cone of silence. 
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Mr. Fortner indicated that the Ward Towers 
project was being audited, and until the audit was 
completed, it would be impossible to access the 
funds. He stated that MDHA D evelopment 
C01poration still exists, and was charged with 
completing all audits. 

Assistant County Attorney Johnson-Stacks 
confirmed that a cone of silence violation had 
been alleged; however, the Commission on Ethics 
and Public Trust concluded that no violation was 
committed She said that to the best of her 
knowledge, the developer had been selected for 
the Bird Road project and this lease agreement 
was supposed to go to the County Commission for 
approval. 

Commissioner Souto commented that this situation 
had been p ending and unresolved for the past 10 
to 15 years, and that$ 1.2 million earmarked for 
the Bird Road project in his district had 
disappeared. He said that the land located on 
Bird Road, and donated by the State of Florida, 
was worth $3-4 million, and that this matter 
should be resolved promptly. 

Chairwoman Edmonson asked Mr. Fortner to 
meet with Commissioner Souto to help clarify this 
matter. 

Mr. Fortner said that he would consult the 
Internal Services Department (ISD) regarding the 
procurement; obtain information on the status of 
the audits; and p repare a report for Commissioner 
Souto. 

Commissioner Souto stressed that he was not 
blaming anyone; he said that he simply wanted to 
obtain answers. 

Chairwoman Edmonson requested that staff 
prepare the appropriate memorandum requesting 
that Board of County Commissioners' 
Chairwoman Sosa waive the Board's rules and 
procedures to allow the foregoing resolution to be 
forwarded to the December 17, 2013 BCC meeting 
for consideration. 

SPECIAL NOTE: The Clerk of the Board received 
the appropriate memorandum from Chairwoman 
Edmonson dated December 10, 2013, entitled, 
"Request to Waive Items to the December 17, 2013 
Board of County Commissioners Meeting Agenda." 
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132119 Report 

APPROVAL OF CLERK'S MEETING MINUTES FOR THE 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
OCTOBER 7, 2013 (Clerk ofthe Board) 

Report: Hearing no objection, the Committee proceeded to 
vote on the foregoing report as presented 

132306 Report 

APPROVAL OF CLERK'S MEETING .MINUTES FOR THE 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
NOVEMBER 13, 2013 (Clerk ofthe Board) 

Report: Hearing no objection, the Committee proceeded to 
vote on the foregoing report as presented 

7 REPORTS 

8 ADJOURNMENT 

Report: There being no further business to come before the 
Health and Social Services Committee, the 
meeting adjourned at 2:44p.m. 
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Approved 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Monestime 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Diaz 

Approved 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Monestime 
Vote: 4-0 
Absellt: Diaz 

Meeting Key 3410- Printed on 11712014 


