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Cultural Affairs & Recreation Committee
Meeting Minutes

Javier D. Souto (10) Chair; Barbara J. Jordan (1) Vice Chair; Commissioners Jean 
Monestime (2) and Xavier L. Suarez (7)

Monday, December 9, 2013 9:30 AM COMMISSION CHAMBERS

Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center
111 N.W. 1st Street
Miami, FL  33128CLERK'S SUMMARY OF

Barbara J. Jordan, Jean Monestime, Sen. Javier D. Souto, Xavier L. 
Suarez.

None.

None.

None.Members Excused:  

Members Late:  

Members Absent:  

Members Present:

None.Members Absent County Business:

MINUTES PREPARED BY:1

Kerry Khunjar, Commission Reporter, (305) 375-
5108

Report:

INVOCATION AS PROVIDED IN RULE 5.05 
(H)

1A

ROLL CALL1B

In addition to the members of the Committee, the 
following staff members were also present:

 ~Senior Advisor to the Mayor Lisa Martinez
 ~Assistant County Attorneys Monica Rizo and 

Miguel Gonzalez
 ~Deputy Clerks Jovel Shaw and Kerry Khunjar

Report:
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE1C

Vice Chairwoman Jordan called the meeting to 
order at 9.44 a.m., and the Committee convened in 
a moment of silence in honor of the passing of Mr. 
Nelson Mandela, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

MOTION TO SET THE AGENDA

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo noted 
pursuant to the Board of County Commissioners’ 
Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa’s December 9, 2013 
memorandum, entitled “Requested Changes to the 
Cultural Affairs and Recreation Committee (CRC) 
Agenda, Agenda Item 2A should be added to 
today’s (12/9) agenda, and said item contained a 
scriveners’ error on handwritten page 4.  She 
informed the Committee that the scrivener’s error 
regarding the deadline date for submittal of the 
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) should be 
corrected from “April 1, 2014” to “April 1, 2015”.

It was moved by Vice Chairwoman Jordan that the 
December 9, 2013 CRC Agenda be approved with 
the changes requested by Assistant County 
Attorney Rizo. This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Monestime, and upon being put to 
a vote, passed by a vote of 3-0.(Commissioner 
Suarez was absent)

Report:

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN AT 9:00 AM)

1D

Presented
132388

1D1
Rebeca Sosa

PRESENTATION OF SERVICE AWARDS TO THE 
FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES:

ROBIN BROWN BEAMON - PROS - 30 YEARS
GILBERT COLE - PROS - 30 YEARS

Service Awards

DISCUSSION ITEMS1E
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PUBLIC HEARINGS1F

COUNTY COMMISSION2
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation as corrected
Mover: Souto
Seconder: Jordan
Vote: 4-0

132470
2A

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Chairman Souto stated that the intent of the 
foregoing proposed resolution was to begin the 
preparations for the 2015 Miami International 
Agriculture, Horse and Cattle Show (MIAHCS).

Vice Chairwoman Jordan enquired if the County 
had an Agricultural Manager on staff and if it was 
at all possible for the current Agricultural 
Manager to oversee the Cattle Show in lieu of the 
County hiring someone new for the sole purpose 
of managing the Cattle Show.

Mr. George Navarette, Deputy Director of Miami-
Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
Department (PROS), stated that Mr. Charles 
LaPradd, Agricultural Manager with the Office 
for Regulatory and Economic Resources (RER) 
would be involved in planning the 2015 MIAHCS.

In response to the question posed by Vice 
Chairwoman Jordan as to whether or not the 
Cattle Show Manager position was included in the 
County budget, Mr. Navarette said he believed 
that a Request for Proposals (RFP) would be 
issued to hire an individual from the private 
sector.  He also noted his office would be working 
closely with Chairman Souto’s office regarding 
the scope of the position.   

In response to Vice Chairwoman Jordan’s 
concerns regarding the Cattle Show Manager’s 
position and whether or not it was a part of the 
County budget, Chairman Souto clarified that the 
position has been in existence since the inception 
of MIAHCS.  He pointed out that the Cattle Show 
was perhaps the most important part of the annual 
event and called for a highly specialized 
individual to oversee its success.  Chairman Souto 
noted Mr. LaPradd’s expertise would be best 
utilized in managing the Agricultural portion of 
the event.   

Sen. Javier D. Souto
RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR MAYOR’S 
DESIGNEE TO PREPARE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP) TO SELECT A CATTLE SHOW MANAGER IN 
TIME FOR THE 2015 MIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE, HORSE AND CATTLE SHOW AND TO 
ADVERTISE THE RFP NO LATER THAN APRIL 1, 2014

Resolution

Report:

Page 4 of  20 Meeting Key 3415 - Printed on 1/9/2014

5



Monday, December 09, 2013
Cultural Affairs & Recreation Committee

Meeting MinutesCLERK'S SUMMARY OF

Hearing no further discussion, the Committee 
proceeded to vote on the foregoing proposed 
resolution as presented.

DEPARTMENTS3
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Suarez
Seconder: Jordan
Vote: 4-0

132328
3A

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Hearing no discussion, the Committee members 
proceeded to vote on the foregoing proposed 
resolution, as presented.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FUNDING OF 
TWENTY-NINE (29) GRANTS FOR A TOTAL OF 
$177,000.00 FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS FY 2013-2014 2ND QUARTER COMMUNITY 
GRANTS - ALYANS ATIZAY AYISYEN, INC. A/F/A FOR 
ART IN THE SKY; ALYANS ATIZAY AYISYEN, INC. 
A/F/A FOR THE JUST BEE MOVEMENT; AMPLIFYME, 
INC.; ANCHOR ARTS MANAGEMENT, INC. A/F/A FOR 
NU FLAMENCO COLLABORATIVE, INC.; ARTISTS IN 
RESIDENCE IN EVERGLADES, INC.; ARTS BALLET 
THEATRE OF FLORIDA, INC. A/F/A FOR THE OPERA 
ATELIER, INC.; ARTSPRING, INC.; BEAUX ARTS OF 
THE LOWE ART MUSEUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MIAMI, INC.; BIG BLUE & YOU, INC.; BRANCHES, INC.; 
BRAZILIAN VOICES, INC.; CENTER FOR 
ADVANCEMENT OF JEWISH EDUCATION, INC.; CITY 
OF MIAMI GARDENS; COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF 
MIAMI, INC.; DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., PARADE 
AND FESTIVITIES COMMITTEE, INC.; DUMOND 
CONSERVANCY FOR PRIMATES AND TROPICAL 
FORESTS, INC.; FEDERATION OF FAMILIES, MIAMI-
DADE CHAPTER, INC.; FINGER LAKES GRASSROOTS 
FESTIVAL ORGANIZATION, INC.; HOLOCAUST 
DOCUMENTATION & EDUCATION CENTER, INC.; 
LIVING ARTS TRUST, INC. D/B/A O CINEMA A/F/A FOR 
IFCM CORP.; MCCAULEY FUND TO CURE PARALYSIS, 
INC. (DBA - RISE UP GALLERY); MIAMI ACTING 
COMPANY, INC.; ROTARY FOUNDATION OF SOUTH 
MIAMI, INC.; ST. PATRICKS DAY COMMITTEE, INC.; 
TAKE HEED THEATER COMPANY, INC. A/F/A FOR 
MANGROVE CREATIVE COLLECTIVE; THE MIAMI 
FOUNDATION, INC. A/F/A FOR THE MIAMI RAIL; 
TRADISYON LAKOU LAKAY, INC.; UNITED JEWISH 
GENERATIONS, INC.; WOMENS INTERNATIONAL 
FILM & ARTS FESTIVAL, INC., WAIVING RESOLUTION 
R-130-06, AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE GRANT 
AGREEMENTS AND TO EXERCISE THE 
CANCELLATION PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN  
(Department of Cultural Affairs)

Resolution

Report:

Page 6 of  20 Meeting Key 3415 - Printed on 1/9/2014

7



Monday, December 09, 2013
Cultural Affairs & Recreation Committee

Meeting MinutesCLERK'S SUMMARY OF

Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Monestime
Seconder: Suarez
Vote: 4-0

132339
3B

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Hearing no discussion, the Committee members 
proceeded to vote on the foregoing proposed 
resolution, as presented.

Jean Monestime
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 
CONTRACT FOR SALE AND PURCHASE BETWEEN 
INVESTORS-R-US, INC., AS SELLER AND MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY AS BUYER, OF TWO CONTIGUOUS PARCELS 
OF LAND LOCATED AT 15540 AND 15560 NE 7 
AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$170,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPANDING OAK 
GROVE PARK TO PROVIDE SPACE FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF HAITIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 
WITHIN OAK GROVE PARK; AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO EXERCISE ANY AND ALL RIGHTS CONFERRED 
THEREIN; AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO ACCEPT CONVEYANCE OF SAME BY 
INSTRUMENT OF CONVEYANCE  (Internal Services)

Resolution

Report:
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Amended (pending receipt of Leg. 
File No. from CA)

132258
3C

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.  
She informed the Committee of an amendment to 
the foregoing proposed resolution and advised 
that Section 2E on handwritten page 12 needed to 
be deleted.

It was moved by Commissioner Suarez that the 
foregoing resolution be forwarded to the Board of 
County Commissioners with a favorable 
recommendation with committee amendment(s) to 
delete section 2E on handwritten page 12. This 
motion was seconded by Vice Chairwoman Jordan 
and upon being put to a vote, passed by a vote of 
4-0.

Sally A. Heyman
RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND 
THE VILLAGE OF BAL HARBOUR; AUTHORIZING 
ASSISTANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS IN 
SUPPORT OF IMPLEMENTING THE HAULOVER PARK 
GENERAL PLAN; AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR MAYOR’S DESIGNEE TO 
RECEIVE AND EXPEND FUNDS AND TO EXECUTE 
CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS, AMENDMENTS, AND 
OTHER DOCUMENTS AS REQUIRED BY THE 
AGREEMENT UPON REVIEW AND FINAL APPROVAL 
BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY AS TO LEGAL 
SUFFICIENCY  (Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces)

Resolution

Report:
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Forwarded to the BCC by the BCC 
Chairperson with a favorable 
recommendation
Mover: Jordan
Seconder: Suarez
Vote: 4-0

132310
3D

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record.

Hearing no discussion, the Committee members 
proceeded to vote on the foregoing proposed 
resolution, as presented.

After the vote was taken, Chairman Souto noted 
the successful use of artificial turf in other fields 
and commended Vice Chairwoman Jordan for her 
involvement in the project.

In the absence of Mr. Michael Sacks, Chief 
Operating Officer, Orange Bowl Committee 
(OBC), Vice Chairwoman Jordan acknowledged 
and thanked the OBC for sponsoring the project at 
Ives Estates District Park.

SPECIAL NOTE: Chairman Souto submitted his 
memorandum, entitled, "Waiver Request for 
December 17, 2013 Board of County 
Commissioners Meeting” requesting that Board of 
County Commissioners’ Chairwoman Rebeca Sosa 
waive the Board’s Rules of Procedure to allow this 
proposed resolution to be heard at the December 
17, 2013 County Commission meeting.

Sally A. Heyman
Barbara J. Jordan,

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROJECT COOPERATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AND O.B. IVES ESTATES, LLC (OBLLC) 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF AN 
ARTIFICIAL TURF FIELD AND THE INSTALLATION OF 
A NEW SCOREBOARD AT IVES ESTATES DISTRICT 
PARK; WAIVING COMPETITIVE BIDDING BY A TWO-
THIRDS VOTE PURSUANT TO SECTION 5.03(D) OF THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER AND SECTION 2-8.1 OF THE 
COUNTY CODE FOR THE SELECTION OF OBLLC AS 
THE DEVELOPER OF THE IMPROVEMENTS; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR MAYOR’S DESIGNEE 
TO EXECUTE SUCH AGREEMENT AND EXERCISE ALL 
AUTHORITY DELEGATED THEREIN  (Parks, Recreation 
and Open Spaces)

Resolution

Report:

COUNTY MAYOR4

COUNTY ATTORNEY5
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CLERK OF THE BOARD6

Approved
Mover: Suarez
Seconder: Jordan
Vote: 4-0

132389
6A

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
title of the foregoing reports into the record. 

Hearing no discussion, the Committee members 
proceeded to vote on the foregoing reports, as 
presented.

APPROVAL OF CLERKS MEETING MINUTES FOR THE 
OCTOBER 7, 2013 AND NOVEMBER 18, 2013 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS  (Clerk of the Board)

Report

Report:

REPORTS7
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No action taken due to lack of a 
quorum

132418
7A

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
title of the foregoing report into the record.

Mr. Michael Spring, Director of Cultural Affairs, 
provided the Committee with an oral report 
regarding the status of the Coconut Grove 
Playhouse.  He reminded the Committee of the 
Board of County Commissioners’ (BCC) recent 
approval on October 1, 2013 of the lease 
agreement with Florida International University 
(FIU), Miami-Dade County and the State of 
Florida for the Playhouse.  Mr. Spring explained 
that a major term of the lease agreement was a 90-
days escrow period allotted to the County to 
resolve any and all encumbrances on the title of 
the property.   He spoke of the joint endeavor 
between his department (Department of Cultural 
Affairs) and the Mayor’s Office, led by himself and 
Ms. Lisa Martinez, Senior Advisor to the Mayor, to 
satisfy the terms of the 90-days escrow period of 
the lease agreement. 

Mr. Spring noted he was working alongside Ms. 
Martinez in putting together a progress report that 
could be presented on December 17 at the BCC 
meeting.  He stated that the report would serve to 
both inform the Board of all the progress made to-
date as well as to secure the authority needed to 
enter into settlements to eliminate all 
encumbrances on the property.

Mr. Spring provided the Committee with an 
explanation of all the encumbrances on the 
property, noting City of Miami code violation fines 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars 
contributed to the largest encumbrance on the 
property.  Mr. Spring explained that these fines 
were recently waived by the City of Miami in its 
entirety in exchange for the opportunity to 
negotiate with the Miami Parking Authority 
(MPA) an agreement that would allow the City of 
Miami to operate the surface parking lot at the 
facility.  He expressed optimism that a favorable 
agreement could be reached between Miami-Dade 
County and Off Street Parking.

Mr. Spring informed the Committee that the 
property was also encumbered by multiple claims 

ORAL REPORT ON COCONUT GROVE PLAYHOUSE  
(Mayor)

Report

Report:
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from Aries Developmental Group (ADG) for losses 
in investment ranging from millions of dollars to 
thousands of dollars.  He explained that the 
Coconut Grove Playhouse Board had contracted 
ADG to commercially develop the property and 
most of the claims were secured by the mortgage 
from the bicycle store which was not a part of the 
property the County wished to acquire.  He noted 
through negotiations ADG had agreed to a 
settlement which would include the Coconut Grove 
Playhouse Board relinquishing ownership of the 
bicycle shop to the group as well as a fifteen 
thousand dollar payment from Miami-Dade 
County to settle all other claims.

Mr. Spring explained that the third set of 
encumbrances on the property was a combination 
of smaller debts including back taxes and 
judgments for monies owed to businesses for 
services rendered.  He said that the back taxes 
were waived by the State of Florida and one of the 
businesses (an office product provider) which 
sought relief through the courts by way of 
judgment had agreed to settle for a fraction of the 
money owed to them.  

Mr. Spring informed the Committee that the last 
two remaining encumbrances included past due 
assessments owed to the Coconut Grove Business 
Improvement District and a judgment amount due 
to a printing company.  He noted while 
negotiations were ongoing regarding the Coconut 
Grove Business Improvement District past due 
assessments, he had not heard from the owners of 
the printing company regarding the judgment 
amount or their willingness to settle.

Mr. Spring said that it was his department’s intent 
to place all funds in escrow until settlements had 
been reached with all parties involved.  He further 
explained that all negotiations and settlements to 
remove the encumbrances from the property had 
to be completed by January 15, 2014.

Commissioner Suarez noted his familiarity with 
the ongoing negotiation process and stated he 
believed that all negotiations should be completed 
by December 17, 2013 to allow the Board of 
County Commissioners (BCC) to confirm and 
ratify the direction in which the settlements were 
headed in time for the January 15, 2014 deadline.

Mr. Spring clarified that if a settlement was not 
reached with all vendors and parties concerned 
the agenda item for the BCC Regular Meeting on 
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December 17, 2013 would include an “up to 
amount” language thereby giving the Mayor an 
opportunity to exercise his authority in order to 
reach a resolution by January 15, 2014.

Commissioner Suarez asked Ms. Lisa Martinez, 
Senior Advisor to the Mayor, to contact him prior 
to determining a final settlement amount.

Commissioner Suarez requested that Chairman 
Souto and Commissioner Monestime consider 
sponsoring a resolution which would appoint him 
as a representative for the Committee and the 
BCC during negotiations with the City of Miami 
and Miami Parking Authority (MPA).  He noted he 
believed his experience and expertise in dealing 
with inter-local agreements with the City of Miami 
would be an asset to the County during 
negotiations.

Mr. Spring clarified that an agreement between 
the City of Miami and MPA was all but complete 
and would be presented to the BCC on December 
17.

Commissioner Suarez asked Ms. Lisa Martinez, 
Senior Advisor to the Mayor, to advise the mayor 
that he would be interested in being appointed as 
a representative under the Home Rule Charter and 
under the Code of Ordinances of the County to 
work alongside Mr. Michael Spring, Miami 
Parking Authority and any other County 
representatives, in the ongoing negotiations to 
reach an agreement with the City of Miami 
regarding the Coconut Grove Playhouse. He also 
asked that he be allowed to review the agreement 
prior to it being presented to the Board for 
consideration at its December 17, 2013, Board 
meeting.

Ms. Lisa Martinez assured the Committee 
members that all recommendations and concerns 
shared by them were taken into account when 
putting together the agreement.  She pointed out to 
Commissioner Suarez that the terms and 
conditions of the agreement were forwarded to his 
office for review and offered to meet with him to 
go over said documents.

Commissioner Suarez stated that he would be 
satisfied with reviewing the documents referred to 
by Ms. Martinez.

Responding to Chairman Souto’s inquiry 
regarding the length of time the Playhouse has 
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been closed, Mr. Spring informed the Committee 
that it has been almost seven years since the 
Playhouse’s closure.

Chairman Souto commented on the advancements 
made to Cultural Arts in Miami and suggested that 
Mr. Spring consider hosting a sponsored event at 
the Playhouse to commemorate its reopening as 
well as to celebrate the arts in Miami. 

Chairman Souto asked Mr. Spring to provide a 
brief report on the recently concluded Art Basel 
week.

Mr. Spring spoke of the great success of the event 
and highlighted the significant economic boost 
which it provided to the Miami hospitality industry 
and local businesses.  He noted the event offered 
tremendous exposure and opportunities for local 
galleries, centers and artists and pointed out that 
it served as the perfect backdrop for the opening 
of the Perez Art Museum Miami (PAMM).

Commissioner Monestime expressed his interest in 
knowing the economic impact the event had on the 
Miami economy and enquired from Mr. Spring if 
any analysis or study had been conducted to 
determine this.

Mr. Spring pointed out that it was difficult to 
gather this information particularly in light of the 
events being private commercial ventures.  He 
noted while he was unable to provide a definitive 
amount generated by the event he could offer an 
example of a situation in which he was made 
aware that hotel rooms were booked at a rate of 
seven hundred dollars per night.  Mr. Spring 
stated that he was unsure as to whether or not a 
scientific calculation could be performed to 
determine the economic impact on Miami-Dade’s 
economy but pointed to the price of the hotel room 
as proof that the event was at least beneficial to 
the hospitality industry.

Commissioner Monestime noted he fully 
concurred with Mr. Spring’s assessment of the 
success of the Art Basel event.  He acknowledged 
and commended Mr. Spring and the 
Administration for a job well done with regards to 
the Coconut Grove Playhouse and urged them to 
continue working hard until negotiations were 
completed and the Playhouse was reopened.

Chairman Souto asked Ms. Lisa Martinez, Senior 
Advisor to the Mayor, to prepare a resolution to 
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conduct a study to determine the economic impact 
and benefits derived from various cultural events 
and activities such as Art Basel Miami, Miami 
International Boat Shows and Miami International 
Agriculture, Horse and Cattle Show, which are 
hosted throughout the County.  He requested  the 
study also include the monies generated from 
cultural events hosted at County parks, recreation 
centers and other County facilities.

Mr. Spring advised the Committee that his 
department (Cultural Affairs) had conducted an 
economic impact study of the non-profit art world 
and concluded that an estimated $1.1 billion 
dollars was generated by the cultural arts and 
community in Miami-Dade County.  He stated that 
he believed this figure could be easily doubled if it 
included the profits generated by the private and 
commercial art world. 

Chairman Souto stated it was of utmost 
importance that an official study be conducted to 
determine the economic impact of cultural arts on 
the Miami-Dade economy.

Ms. Martinez asked for clarification from 
Chairman Souto pertaining to the inclusion of 
income generated from events hosted at County 
parks, recreation centers and other County 
facilities in the economic impact study he 
requested.

Chairman Souto confirmed that he wished to have 
a complete economic study conducted taking into 
account income derived from all categories of 
cultural activity in the community.

In response to Commissioner Monestime’s 
question as to the number of years Art Basel 
Miami had been in existence, Mr. Spring stated he 
believed that Miami had hosted the event for the 
past twelve years.

Commissioner Monestime noted he fully 
concurred with Chairman Souto’s statements and 
sentiments that a full and official economic impact 
study was needed.  He said that he also supported 
Chairman Souto’s suggestion that the study be 
conducted by one of the local universities in 
conjunction with an economic research group.  
Commissioner Monestime stressed the importance 
of having this study done particularly for future 
reference.

Ms. Lisa Martinez noted the Committee’s concerns 

Page 15 of  20 Meeting Key 3415 - Printed on 1/9/2014

16



Monday, December 09, 2013
Cultural Affairs & Recreation Committee

Meeting MinutesCLERK'S SUMMARY OF

and recommendations regarding the completion of 
an economic impact study and offered the 
Administration’s commitment to ensuring the 
study was conducted.  She stated that the 
Administration recognized the importance of 
conducting such a study particularly in light of the 
investments made by the community.

Commissioner Monestime advised Assistant 
County Attorney Rizo that he was interested in 
being a co-sponsor with Chairman Souto 
regarding the resolution for the economic study.
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No action taken due to lack of a 
quorum

132268
7B

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
title of the foregoing report into the record.

Mr. Michael Spring, Director, Cultural Affairs 
Department, provided a favorable review of the 
South Miami-Dade Cultural Arts Center, noting 
over one hundred thousand visitors in the two 
years since its opening.  He spoke of recent shows 
featured at the center  including  jazz performers 
such as Stanley Clarke and the Harlem String 
Quartet, a cappella ensemble Fisk Jubilee Singers, 
Siempre Flamenco as a part of the Cabaret Series 
and most recently a sold out performance by 
Seraphic Fire.

Mr. Spring spoke about the center’s community 
outreach initiative in which artists and performers 
visit schools and community centers throughout 
the area.  He reported that main stage performers 
have invited local students to accompany them 
onstage as seen recently with the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers and the Coral Reef High School Chorus.

Mr. Spring noted the volunteer program at the 
center now boasts over one hundred volunteers 
which helped save the center and the County 
upwards of sixty thousand dollars in staffing 
costs.  He concluded by pointing out that the 
center continued to enjoy positive press coverage 
and sold out shows. 

In response to Chairman Souto’s inquiry 
regarding the status of the Westchester Cultural 
Arts Center at Tropical Park, Mr. Spring pointed 
out that the project was now ready to advertise for 
architectural and engineering services.  He 
explained that a request for professional 
consultants would be issued, and once an architect 
was selected the design phase would commence.
Chairman Souto enquired about the timeline for 
the project.

Mr. Spring informed the Committee that an 
architect should be chosen in early 2014.  He 
added that it would take several months for the 
design phase to be completed but voiced his 
commitment to keeping the Committee informed of 
the progress.

SOUTH MIAMI-DADE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER 
STATUS REPORT  (Mayor)

Report

Report:
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Chairman Souto urged Mr. Spring to not only 
keep the Committee informed but to also keep the 
community abreast of all developments. 

Chairman Souto acknowledged and commended 
Mr. Spring and his department on the success of 
“Noches Tropicales” events held at Tropical 
Park.  He expressed his eagerness for the 
completion of the Westchester Cultural Arts 
Center pointing out that Miami-Dade’s diverse 
community needed additional avenues for cultural 
shows and programs to support the growing 
populace. 

Commissioner Monestime informed Chairman 
Souto that there was no quorum and asked for 
clarification from the Chair as to whether or not 
the reports could be accepted without a quorum.

Assistant County Attorney Rizo stated that a 
quorum was needed to accept the reports but 
noted the Committee could still consider the 
reports in the absence of a quorum.
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No action taken due to lack of a 
quorum

132335
7C

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
title of the foregoing report into the record.

Mr. John Richard, President and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County (AACPA), 
provided a favorable report to the Committee 
regarding the AACPA.  He noted James Fortune’s 
performance on December 8 as a part of the 
“Free Gospel Sunday” event attracted a capacity-
sized crowd and served as a backdrop for a 
moment of silence for the commemoration of the 
life, memory and accomplishments of the late 
Nelson Mandela.

Mr. Richard extended an invitation to the 
Committee and the BCC to the 2/5/14 “Free 
Gospel Sunday” performance by the Soweto 
Gospel Choir at the Knight Concert Hall.

Mr. Richard informed the Committee of the recent 
creation of a Miami Arts Job Website at the 
center.  He explained that the website would serve 
to advertise all performing arts and fine arts 
positions available locally, nationally and 
internationally.  He noted there were no other 
sites of the kind anywhere and said he was 
optimistic as to the site’s potential for not only job 
seekers but also organizations using the site to 
post positions.  Mr. Richard highlighted the fact 
that the site was free to both individuals searching 
for jobs as well as for organizations posting 
positions online.

Mr. Richard spoke about upcoming events at the 
center including performances by Itzhak Perlman, 
Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz 
Orchestra, the Green Tree Ballet Miami Program 
and Ayikodans Dance Group.  He pointed out that 
the center’s commitment to promoting the 
Ayikodans Dance Group had enabled the group to 
secure performances at the Kravis Center in West 
Palm Beach.  

In conclusion, Mr. Richard informed the 
Committee that the center was on budget 
regarding its occupancy report and predicted a 

ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY - MONTHLY 
STATUS REPORT  (Mayor)

Report

Report:
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balanced budget for the remainder of fiscal year.

No action taken due to lack of a 
quorum

132292
7D

Assistant County Attorney Monica Rizo read the 
title of the foregoing report into the record.

Assistant County Attorney Rizo reminded 
Chairman Souto that the report could not be voted 
upon due to the lack of a quorum.

Mr. Spring provided a brief report to the 
Committee regarding the Cultural Affairs 
Council.  He spoke highly about the Cultural 
Affairs Board (CAB) and its Chairman Mr. 
Adolpho Enriquez.  

Mr. Spring acknowledged and commended the 
CAB for its effective and constructive 
collaboration with his department in an attempt to 
make more opportunities available to artists and 
artists groups throughout the County.  He 
concluded by enthusiastically recommending that 
the CAB and its members be reappointed by the 
Committee.

SUNSET REVIEW OF COUNTY BOARDS FOR 2013 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL

Report

Report:

ADJOURNMENT8

There being no further business to come before the 
Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 11:28 
a.m.

Report:
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