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CLERK'S SUMMARY OF 
Meeting Minutes 

Health & Social Services Committee 

Stephen P. Clark 
Government Center 
111 N.W. 1st Street 
Miami, FL 33128 

Audrey M. Edmonson (3) Chair; Jean Monestime (2) Vice Chair; Commissioners 
Lynda Bell (8), Jose "Pepe" Diaz (12), and Javier D. Souto (1 0) 

Monday, January 13,2014 2:00PM Commission Chambers 

Members Present: Lynda Bell, Jose "Pepe" Diaz, Audrey M. Edmonson, Javier D. Souto. 

Members Absent: Jean Monestime. 

Members Late: None. 

Members Excused: None. 

Members Absent County Business: None. 

1 MINUTES PREPARED BY~ 

Report: Maryse Fontus, Commission Reporter 
(305) 375-4906 

1A INVOCATION AS PROVIDED IN RULE 
5.05 (H) 

Report: Chairwoman Edmonson called the Health & 
Social Services Committee meeting to order at 
2:19p.m with a moment of silence. 
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Health & Social Services Committee 
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18 ROLL CALL 

Report: In addition to the Committee members, the 
following staff members were present: Deputy 
Mayor Russell Benford; Assistant County 
Attorneys Cynthia Johnson-Stacks, Jess McCarty 
and Terrence Smith; and Deputy Clerks Javel 
Shaw, Karen Harrison and Mwyse Fontus. 

Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
advised that no changes needed to be made to the 
agenda and stated that a motion to set the agenda 
was in order. 

It was moved by Commissioner Bell that the 
Committee approve today's (1/13) agenda, as 
presented. This motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Souto, and upon being put to a 
vote, passed by a vote of 4-0; (Commissioner 
Monestime was absent). 

Chairwoman Edmonson announced that during 
the 2013 session the Florida Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 50, which requires state, County and 
municipal boards to provide members of the 
public a reasonable opportunity to be heard on 
items and matters before the board. She noted this 
law does not affect public hearings, which will be 
conducted in the usual manner. However, she 
said that in accordance with the new law, she 
would provide members of the public an 
opportunity to be heard on the following non
public hearing items and matters before the 
Committee at this time: Agenda Items 2A, 2B, 2C 
and6A. 

Chairwoman Edmonson called for members of the 
public wishing to speak on the afore-mentioned 
items to come forward As no members of the 
public came forward, Chairwoman Edmonson 
asked Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson
Stacks to read the title of the first public hearing 
item. 

1 C PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Report: The moment ofsilence was followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
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1 D SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS (SCHEDULED 
TO BEGIN AT 1 :30 PM) 

1 E DISCUSSIONS 

1 F1 

132199 Resolution Audrey M. Edmonson 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF FY 2013 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 
TO DEMOLISH IMPROVEMENTS ON COUNTY OWNED 
PARCELS IDENTIFIED AS 1312, 1320, 1330, AND 1342 
NW 62 STREET, MIAMI, FLORIDA 33147 FORMERLY 
UTILIZED AS THE LIBERTY CITY HEALTH CENTER; 
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT OF THE FY 2013 ACTION 
PLAN TO BE FlLED WITH UNITED STATED 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT (Public Housing and Community 
Development) 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Cynthia Johnson-Stacks 
read the foregoing proposed resolution into the 
record. 

Chairwoman Edmonson opened the public 
hearing on the foregoing proposed resolution. 
She closed the public hearing after no one 
appeared wishing to speak. 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented. 

2 COUNTY COMMISSION 
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Forwarded to BCC witlz a favorable 
recommendatio1l 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Diaz 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Monestime 
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2A 

132598 Resolution Rebeca Sosa 
RESOLUTION REQUIRING THAT FlNAL 
UNDERWRITING REPORT AND EXPLANATION OF 
ANY REVISIONS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
FUNDED WITH GRANT FROM BUILDJNG BETTER 
COMMUNITIES GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND 
PROGRAM BE PRESENTED WITH LEGISLATION FOR 
APPROVAL OF GRANT AGREEMENTS 

Report: Assistant County Attorney T errence Smith read the 
foregoing p roposed resolution into the record 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented. 
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Forwarded to BCC witlt a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Diaz 
Vote: 4-0 
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28 

132600 Resolution Juan C. Zapata 
RESOLUTION SETIING POLICY FOR MIAMI-DADE 
COUN1Y; PROHIBITING THE USE OF ELECTRONIC 
CIGARETIES AND OTHER NICOTINE DISPENSING 
DEVICES IN COUNTY OWNED OR OPERATED 
ENCLOSED INDOOR WORKPLACES; PROVIDING 
EXCEPTIONS; DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE 
TO PREPARE FOR BOARD APPROVAL REVISIONS TO 
APPLICABLE IMPLEMENTING ORDERS AND OTHER 
RULES TO EFFECTUATE THIS POLICY AT ALL 
COUNTY ENCLOSED INDOOR WORKPLACES 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record 

Commissioner Diaz asked whether there was any 
evidence that the nicotine in electronic cigarettes 
was harmfol to third parties inhaling it. He noted 
it was his understanding that the United States 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had deemed 
that second hand smoke from these cigarettes was 
not harmful. He said that this item would curtail 
the rights of people to use a product that did not 
harm others; and he had a concern as it involved 
adults exercising their rights. 

Assistant County Attorney Jess McCarty pointed 
out that it had not been conclusively determined 
whether the nicotine in electronic cigarettes had 
negative health implications. He noted this item 
would simply expand the state law prohibition on 
a person smoking a "lighted tobacco product" in 
an enclosed workplace, and make the prohibition 
applicable to the use of electronic cigarettes in 
enclosed areas within County facilities. He said 
that complaints had been lodged in various courts 
about the vapor from the electronic cigarettes. 

Commissioner Diaz pointed out that 
notwithstanding the complaints the FDA had 
carried out tests which demonstrated that this 
product was safe. 

Assistant County Attorney McCarty advised that it 
was within the Board's prerogative to decide 
whether to regulate the use of electronic cigarettes 
in County facilities. He noted state law was pre
emptive and only covered cigarettes that contain 
tobacco. 

Commissioner Diaz said that although they had 
nicotine, the electronic cigarettes were filled with 
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Edmonson 
Vote: 3-1 
No: Diaz 
Absent: Monestime 
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liquid and did not contain tobacco. He pointed 
out that some people who were trying to stop 
smoking used electronic cigarettes, and this item 
would limit their right to do so. He said that he 
found this item problematic because he did not 
know if there was any evidence that this product 
could harm third parties. 

Commissioner Bell said that when she first read 
the item she had some doubts about it, but she 
believed that she could support it since the 
prohibition would only apply to County buildings. 
She noted theinost problematic cispei::t of 
electronic cigarettes was that the effects of the 
vapors on third parties were unknown. However, 
since the prohibition would only apply inside 
County buildings, she stated that she was inclined 
to allow the item to move forward. 
Commissioner Souto suggested that the sponsor of 
the item, Commissioner Zapata, be given the 
opportunity to present the evidence and his 
reasons for putting it forth. 

Chairwoman Edmonson noted she agreed with 
Commissioner Souto. She said she understood 
that a number of complaints had been made 
regarding the use of electronic cigarettes inside 
County buildings. In addition, she stated, the 
conclusions from the initial tests, which found that 
these products were safe, were being questioned. 
She noted she would like to hem·fi·om 
Commissioner Zapata, the sponsor. 

Commissioner Diaz asked whether it would be 
possible to move the item to the Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) without a recommendation. 
Commissioner Bell said that she would prefer to 
move it with a recommendation. 

Hearing no further questions or comments, the 
Committee members proceeded to vote on the 
foregoing proposed resolution, as presented. 
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2C 

6A 

132602 Resolution Dennis C. Moss 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO UPDATE THE 
FINDING OF NECESSITY STUDY FOR THE 
METROZOOIRICHM:OND HEIGHTS TO INCLUDE THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL AREA DESCRIBED GENERALLY AS 
BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY LINCOLN 
BOULEY ARD, BOUNDED ON THE SOUTH BY SW 184 
STREET, BOUNDED ON THE WEST BY SW 137 
A VENUE AND BOUNDED ON THE EAST BY SW 117 
AVENUE 

Report: Assistant County Attorney Terrence Smith read the 
foregoing proposed resolution into the record. 

Hearing no questions or comments, the Committee 
members proceeded to vote on the foregoing 
proposed resolution, as presented. 

3 DEPARTMENT 

4 COUNTY MAYOR 

5 COUNTY ATTORNEY 

6 CLERK OF THE BOARD 

132581 Report 

APPROVAL OF CLERK'S MEETING MINUTES FOR THE 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: 
DECEMBER 9, 2013 (Clerk ofthe Board) 

7 REPORTS 
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Forwarded to BCC with a favorable 
recommendation 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Edmonson 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Monestime 

Approved 
Mover: Bell 
Seconder: Diaz 
Vote: 4-0 
Absent: Monestime 
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Report: There being no further business to come before the 
Committee, the meeting adjourned at 2:33 p.m. 
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