MEMORANDUM  usc

Agenda Item No. 2B

TO: Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime DATE: April 15, 2015
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A. Cuevas, Jr. SUBJECT: Resolution directing the Mayor
County Attorney to develop a plan for the creation
of a County specialized tourist
police unit, including associated
costs and proposed funding for
the creation and implementation
of such police unit

The accompanying resolution was prepared and placed on the agenda at the request of Co-Prime
Sponsors Senator Javier D. Souto and Chairman Jean Monestime.
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R. A. Cud\as, Jr.
County Attorney
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TO: Honorable Chairman Jean Monestime DATE: May 5, 2015
and Members, Board of County Commissioners

FROM: R. A. Citevas, I - SUBJECT: Agenda Item No.
County Attomey :

Please note any items checked.

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised
6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing

. 4 weeks notification to munieipal officials required prior to public
hearing

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget
Budget required
Statement of fiscal impact required

‘Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s
report for public hearing

No committee review

Applicable legislation requires more than amajority vote (i.e., 2/3’s ___
3/5% , UBANiMous ) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available
balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required




Approved Mayor Agenda [tem No.
Veto 5-5-15
Override

RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE TO
DEVELOP A PLAN FOR THE CREATION OF A COUNTY
SPECIALIZED TOURIST POLICE UNIT, INCLUDING
ASSOCIATED COSTS AND PROPOSED FUNDING F'OR THE
CREATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH POLICE
UNIT, AND TO PROVIDE THE PLAN WITHIN 90 DAYS
WHEREAS, Miami-Dade County is one of the world’s top tourist destinations for both
domestic and international visitors; and
WHEREAS, according to the Greater Miami Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (the
“Bureau’), approximately 14.2 million visitors stayed at least one night in Greater Miami or the
Beaches in 2013, a 2.2 percent increase compared to 2012, and a 5.7 percent increase compared
to 2011; and
WHEREAS, according to the Burecau, the average length of stay of overnight visitors in
Greater Miami and the Beaches in 2013 was 5.88 nights; and
WHEREAS, additionally, these overnight visitors spent an estimated record $22.8
billion in direct expenditures in Greater Miami and the Beaches in 2013, a 4.4 percent increase
from 2012, and a 9.5 percent increase from 2011; and
WHEREAS, although the final numbers for 2014 have not yet been released, based on
current indicators, 2014 was a record year for tourism in Miami-Dade County, according to
Rolando Aedo, Senior Vice President for Marketing and Tourism at the Bureau; and
WHEREAS, recent crimes against tourists visiting Miami-Dade County, however,

threaten the County’s growing tourism industry and could result in a decline of visitors to South

Florida; and
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WHEREAS, the tourism industry plays a critical role in the health and vitality of Miami-
Dade County’s economy, and as such should be overseen with great care; and

WHEREAS, the County should create a specialized tourist police unit within the Miami-
Dade Police Department; and

WHEREAS, such a police unit could provide law enforcement services to our tourists,
visitor~related facilities including Miami International Airport and other airports in Miami-Dade
County, the Port of Miami, marinas, beaches, commercial malls, tourism attractions such as
© zoos, performing arts centers, stadiums and arenas, regional parks, and tourism-related events
such as agriculture fairs, national and international sports tournaments, and other events that
draw national and international crowds and attention; and

WHEREAS, such a police unit would help ensure the safety and security of tourists
visiting Miami-Dade County and also the continued growth of the County’s tourism industry,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that this Board directs the
Mayor or designee to develop a plan for the creation of a County specialized tourist police unit.
The plan shall include the costs associated with, and the proposed funding mechanisms for, the
creation and implementation of the specialized tourist police unit. The Mayor or designee shall
provide the completed plan to this Board within 90 days of the effective date of this resolution
and shall place the plan on an agenda of the Board pursuant to Ordinance No. 14-65 as an action
item.

The Co-Prime Sponsors of the foregoing resolution are Senator Javier D. Souto and
Chairman Jean Monestime. It was offered by Commissioner , who
moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commuissioner and

upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

¥
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Jean Monestime, Chairman
Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., Vice Chairman

Bruno A. Barreiro Daniella Levine Cava
Jose "Pepe" Diaz Audrey M. Edmonson
Sally A. Heyman Barbara J. Jordan
Dennis C. Moss Rebeca Sosa

Sen. Javier D. Souto Xavier L. Suarez

Juan C. Zapata
The Chairperson thereupon declared the resolution duly passed and adopted this 5™ day

of May, 2015. This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the
date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective
only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this Resolution and
the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board.

MIAMI-DADE CCUNTY, FLORIDA

BY ITS BOARD OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HARVEY RUVIN, CLERK

By:
Deputy Clerk

Approved by County Attorney as
to form and legal sufficiency. M K

Michael J. Mastrucci




